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Chairman’s Message

This has been an year of turbulence and uncertainties on the political front for the Tamil Diaspora.
One obvious learning curve for me was that our community, especially those actively participate
in the conversations, get very vocal in communicating their points of view. On the positive side
this is a display of active democracy and keenness to be involved.

| am thankful to all those who have helped ATC in getting through this year unscathed in our
continuance with the mainstream and pragmatic approach we adopted since inception. It is
these views and positions we took that enabled us to achieve a strong and trusted relationship
with the Australian Government.

The important role we played, together with our colleagues in the Global Tamil Forum (GTF),
in international political engagement and accountability initiatives have been outstanding. In
particular, | am proud of the key role ATC played in war crimes evidence collection in Australia,
which undoubtedly contributed to the UNHRC investigation on Sri Lanka.

We all could feel proud of witnessing some decent democracy in action in our homeland.
Whatever the role ATC could play during this period, we did it successfully towards achieving
the current outcomes. Since the mandate is very clear and forthright from our folk back home we
have a yeoman task ahead in our hands.

ATC is well placed to represent Australian Tamils in important national and international forums,
with the objective of contributing towards a negotiated and durable political solution in Sri Lanka.
We need to shoulder this responsibility with extreme care and caution and take the necessary
initiatives, as | strongly believe that with the current change in the political landscape of Sri
Lanka and with the international community’s continuing interest, a window of opportunity exists
to resolve the decades old Tamil national question by negotiations.

Though our focus so far has been predominantly political in nature, | believe we have reached
a juncture where we should also seriously consider participating in targeted community
development projects back home. In particular, a large amount of assistance will be needed
when people resettle in their lands after being displaced for decades. This we can achieve in
two ways. One, through fund raising ventures within our community and the other, by liaising
with appropriate Australian governmental and non-governmental organisations. The reputation
and influence we have developed with such organisations may help us in our search for grants
towards worthy projects.

Thank you for your support and strengthening of ATC by continuing to remain as members
through these difficult years. | am confident that the time is not too far for us to reap the harvest
from the hard work which has gone on over the last few years.

Mr Reginald Jeganathan
Chairman
Australian Tamil Congress
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Strategic Planning and Advocacy

Summary

2014-2015 has been a year in transition for ATC. We have been successfully led by a new
Chairman; ATC is operating at near peak in its engagement possibilities within Australia; and
our mainstream, pragmatic political positioning has allowed us to respond constructively to the
changes Sri Lanka is undergoing at present. In fact, ATC (and GTF) is uniquely placed to play
an important role.

Activities

Political Engagement in Australia: We have established excellent relationships with Foreign
Minister, senior officers of DFAT, Shadow Foreign Minister and several eminent Australians.
We arranged a series of meetings and a Parliamentary Forum (March 26, 2015) between the
representatives of ATC, GTF (Surenthiran) and TNA (Sumanthiran MP), and key Australian
leaders that included Foreign Minister Julie Bishop, Shadow Foreign Minister Tanya Plibersek
and Greens Leader (now retired) Christine Milne. It should be noted that this was an initiative
from the Foreign Minister to explore the possibilities for Australia to play a key role in facilitating
engagement between Tamil Diaspora and the Sri Lankan government to promote peace and
reconciliation.

Sri Lanka Engagement - International Facilitation: ATC has been working in close collaboration
with TNA, and our positions regarding the recent Presidential and Parliamentary elections and
the change of Government in Sri Lanka are in alignment with those of the TNA. We welcomed the
democratic transition in Sri Lanka and the symbolic gestures made towards the Tamil community,
whilst insisting on concrete confidence building measures such as releasing of prisoners and
occupied land, and addressing of the missing persons issue. As a part of GTF, ATC took part
in internationally facilitated dialogue (April 3-5, 2015) between the representatives of the Sri
Lankan government, major opposition parties, Tamil and Muslim political parties and important
NGOs.

War Crimes and Evidence Collection: ATC has been in the forefront in coordinating evidence
collection from eye witnesses to war crimes, a process carried out by independent NGOs in
Australia. The evidences collected is expected to provide significant input for the UNHRC
investigation report to be released shortly.

Future

Sri Lanka is being hailed as a country in transition. The internal political reforms, the re-balancing
of foreign policy in favour of Western countries and India, the increased recognition of UN
processes, and the apparent sense of idealism and optimism among the people, undoubtedly,
offers a window of opportunity to address the long standing Tamil concerns. However, these
changes also pose serious challenges to the Tamil political leadership. To what extent this
transition will transcend to satisfy legitimate Tamil aspirations is uncertain. Further, these
positive changes have the potential to dilute international pressure on Sri Lanka, a key tool in
Tamil politics. Such a scenario demands creative and prudent initiatives to achieve a meaningful
negotiated political settlement with international involvement and an international accountability
mechanism. ATC (and GTF), with its extensive engagement and diplomatic credentials, is ideally
positioned to play a key role (in partnership with TNA), and we are fully committed to do all that
is possible to achieve equality, justice, peace, respect and prosperity for Tamil people.

P
ATC - Annual Report 2014 - 2015 } Q/



ATC y

AUSTRALIAN TAMIL CONGRESS

AUSTRALIAN TAMIL CONGRESS

Formed in August 2009, the Australian Tamil Congress (ATC) is the national body of
Australian Tamils. We encourage the positive participation of Tamils in Australian
society, highlight issues of Importance of Tamils, uphold core Australian values and
engage other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the
socio-cultural and political concerns of Tamils in the island of Sri Lanka.
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