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Chairman’s Message

Dear Members,
The Australian Tamil Congress (ATC) had its third birthday during the middle of this year.
When ATC was formed as the first national and democratically elected Tamil organisation
in 2009, there were doubts whether the concept would succeed, perhaps because of the
perception that our community is not renowned for its unity on a sustained basis. Added
to this, the question was the need for yet another organisation when so many Tamil
organisations existed already. While there were many organisations functioning effectively
in different states the need for a ‘nationwide’ and democratically elected organisation to
represent Tamils was paramount. Such an organisation is critical if we are to succeed in
building a large support base within the Australian Parliament, among eminent persons,
media personnel and most important of them all, you, our members who continue to support
our efforts through all adversities.
The goal of the Tamil community abroad is to bring peace and justice to our people we
left behind in our homeland. They do not have the freedom or security to express their
grievances to anyone who would listen and take appropriate actions to enable them to live
the life any human being deserves. This puts the onus on the Diaspora to take a proactive
role to fend for our kith and kin to achieve their right to coexist with other communities with
dignity and total equality. This is not only our responsibility but it is our duty.
We are an ancient people with a very proud heritage and speak a language that is second
to none. It is our right to demand for the right of self-determination and get it. Our efforts to
reach this goal are being challenged by the frequent changing of our path because of the
clever manipulation of the International Community (IC) by the Sri Lankan government. We
need to work harder than before if justice is to prevail.
Even with the many obstacles put before us, we have made some advances, especially
at the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) session in March 2012 and at the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) meeting in Australia late last year.
Media reporting on what really happened in 2009 has also been on the increase. When ATC
was formed, we had access to a handful of politicians who were sympathetic to our cause.
This was achieved through individual interactions and was state specific. Over the three years
since our inception, we have built this number many fold. This is no mean achievement. On
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top of this, we have met many Ministers on numerous occasions; we now have ready access
to various Government Departments; been instrumental in the submission of few motions
in the Parliament; had many speeches made by Members of Parliament and Senators in
the Parliament and are recognised by the media as trusted representatives of the Tamils in
Australia.
Last year when the CHOGM meeting was held in Australia, through extensive planning
and strong support through many sympathetic individuals and organisations, we canvassed
strongly against the decision to hold the 2013 CHOGM in a state such as Sri Lanka, that
continued to act against the spirit and letter of the fundamental principles of the Commonwealth
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as this would be a travesty of justice to
thousands of victims in our homeland.
To support our call, we organised an international conference - “Human Rights and the
Commonwealth of Nations” in Sydney and co-hosted it with the Global Tamil Forum (GTF).
The conference was held at the ‘Sheraton on the Park’ hotel and was attended by several
eminent delegates from Australia, Sri Lanka (representing Tamil, Sinhala and Muslim
communities) and other countries including India, South Africa and Malaysia. Around 150
invited guests attended the day proceedings and more than 400 people participated in the
public forum held in the evening. Excellent media coverage on crimes against humanity
committed and continuing to be committed in Sri Lanka by its rulers attests to the great
success achieved by this conference.
The members of ATC can take great pride in having been part of such a great international
event. While we did not achieve the desired outcome of stopping Sri Lanka from holding
CHOGM 2013, we did make great strides in advancing our cause. The silver lining from the
conference was when the Canadian Prime Minister Steven Harper walked out of the summit
as President Rajapaksa was invited to speak. He followed this with a vow that he would not
attend CHOGM 2013 if Sri Lanka did not improve its human rights record. Few days ago,
the Commonwealth Secretary General, Kamalesh Sharma, has urged Canada to drop its
threat to boycott the group’s summit in Sri Lanka next year. We must now work hard to get
other countries, especially Australia, to adopt a position similar to that of Canada regarding
next year’s CHOGM.
The Commonwealth of Nations in its charter claims to oppose all forms of colonial domination
and racial oppression, and further states that it is committed to the principles of human
dignity and equality. The declaration then stresses the use of all its efforts to foster human
equality and dignity everywhere, and to further the principles of self-determination and nonracialism. The Secretary’s call simply highlights the hypocritical behaviour of majority of its
members and demands the Diaspora to work even harder to bring justice and equality to
Tamils living in the island of Sri Lanka.
On a positive note, amendments to a resolution (H. RES. 177) under consideration in the US
House of Representatives, are urging for the establishment of an independent international
accountability mechanism for the purpose of ensuring accountability for both sides of the
conflict and to allow for genuine reconciliation.
2
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Our immediate focus must be on the UNHRC session in Feb.-March 2013. During the
March 2012 session, a resolution on Sri Lanka put forward by the US urged the Sri Lankan
government to fulfil its legal obligations toward justice and accountability, and to expeditiously
provide a comprehensive action plan to implement the recommendations of its Lessons
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) and also to address alleged violations of
international law.
ATC welcomes the resolution, which offers a glimpse of hope for those badly affected by
the conflict and gives a sense of believe that the International Community is finally taking
some concrete steps to achieve long lasting peace in Sri Lanka. This has been a long wait
for tens of thousands of people affected by the civil war. While many viewed the resolution
as a watered down version of the initial submission, we must cast a positive outlook because
at least a resolution was passed in our favour albeit a weakened one but brought usually
non-committed India to support it. We thank the Australian government for supporting this
resolution.
It is now our responsibility to make every effort with our global partners to influence an
outcome from this resolution at the UNHRC session in March 2013, as Sri Lanka has not
made any efforts to at least put some of the wrongs right. In fact, they have gone the other
way and continuing with their well planned effort to severely weaken the cultural, political
and social identity of the Tamils living in that country.
Not everything is doom and gloom. There are some positive signs surfacing from the
International Community recently and we must embrace these opportunities. As the
Diaspora, it is our solemn duty and responsibility to take our struggle to the next level.
We must work with diversified global organisations that value human rights, abhors crimes
against humanity and war crimes and believes in the equality of all people big and small.
We must also harness the support of other ethnic minority communities who are striving to
achieve the same rights and fight alongside them to bring peace, justice and equality on this
planet and the right of self-determination for all.
Once again I sincerely thank our members for their continued support to ATC through these
difficult times and wish ATC continued success and conclude my message with a quote from
Dr Martin Luther King Jr “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments
of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.

Dr R. T. Rajeswaran,
Chairman.
22 September 2012.
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Australian Tamil Congress
Introduction
Australian Tamil Congress was formed as an Organisation to represent Australian Tamil constituency
based on membership and to achieve its goal through political, diplomatic and democratic principles.
To strengthen our approach and to move towards our goal, ATC has become part of Global Tamil
Forum formed by Tamil Diaspora with country Organisations.
ATC consists of the following classes of membership:
(a) Sponsor Members: Those who have contributed a minimum amount per year designated as
the membership fee for this category in the by-laws. They shall enjoy complimentary tickets to
premium events and special recognition as Sponsor Members.
(b) Ordinary Members: Those who have contributed a minimum amount per year designated as
the membership fee for this category in the by-laws.
(c) Associate Members: This category is for those who possess a pensioner card and those who
are full-time students under the age of twenty two (22)
(d) Life Members: Those who have contributed a minimum one off amount designated as the
membership fee for this category in the by-laws and will enjoy the same benefits accorded to
the ordinary members.
(e) Honorary Members: Those who are not members of the Tamil community but have made
outstanding contributions towards the wellbeing and advancement of the Tamil community
satisfying the conditions in the by-laws.
(f) Founding Members: Founding members shall be the persons who consent to be the initial
members in the application for registration of this Company. The number of Founding Members
shall be five.
The structure of Australian Tamil Congress consists of Board of Directors, Executive Committee,
Regional and Territory Chapters Management Committee in Australia. Currently Australian Tamil
Congress is the country Organisation of Global Tamil Forum, which is formed by Tamil Diaspora
with representatives from countries where there is a sizable Tamil population. The current structure
allows sharing of resources, ideas and leadership within a country and globally and work united
towards our vision, mission and goals.
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Vision, Mission and Goals
Vision
The members establish this Constitution for ATC in order to form a congress of our people,
for our people and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst
ourselves, and to provide for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity,
independence, equality, security and peace.

Mission
ATC encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian society, highlights issues
of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages other communities,
governments and Organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political concerns of
Tamils.

Goals
The Goals of ATC are:
(a) Promote the participation of Tamil Australians in activities of local, national, regional and
international importance;
(b) Recognise and support the social, cultural and political aspirations of the Tamils living in
Australia and globally with issues relating to the Tamils living in the island of Sri Lanka,
including their Right of Self Determination, being the most significant priority;
(c) Participate actively in the welfare and resettlement of all Tamil refugees granted asylum
in Australia;
(d) Develop and improve the profile of Tamils settled in Australia through community
education, training, positive involvement in Australian cultural, political and financial
activities;
e)

Work with various levels of Governments in Australia to highlight and resolve issues
impacting Australian Tamils;

(f) Liaise with Tamils worldwide through positive participation with, not for profit, politically
and democratically focused world Tamil organisations;
(g) Uphold the Australian values of human rights, multiculturalism, religious and cultural
diversity, gender equality, pluralism and volunteerism;
(h) Advance the research, study and usage of the Tamil language and culture;
(i)

Develop and enhance working relationships with other ethnocultural and charitable
groups in Australia;

(j)

Cooperate with Australian and international organisations in alleviating the suffering of
the Tamil people worldwide with particular priority given to those living in the Island of
Sri Lanka;

(k) Champion for equal rights and equal opportunity for all diverse groups, in particular with
regards to gender, religious and cultural equality, by working towards the elimination of
all forms of discrimination and intolerance.
ATC - Annual Report 2011 - 2012
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Board of Directors and Regional Structure
The Board is made up of directors elected from each region by their membership, and the Chairman
and Vice Chairman are elected by the combined membership of all regional Organisations in Australia.
The Secretary and the Treasurer are elected by the Board of Directors and all other Executive Officers
are appointed by the Board. The office bearers of the board, three other directors and the appointed
executive officers form the Executive Committee.
Regional chapter is formed with membership from each State and Territory and managed by an
elected body consisting of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and committee members.
Regional chapter operations are guided by the Board. The following charts illustrate the structure of
Australian Tamil Congress

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2011-2012
CHAIRMAN
Dr. Raj T. Rajeswaran

SECRETARY
Mr. Kumaran Arulliah

DIRECTORS VIC
Vacant

DIRECTORS NSW
Dr. Nadarajah Gowripalan

DIRECTOR WA
Mr. Kumaran Arulliah
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VICE CHAIRMAN
Mr. Paul Rajeswaran

TREASURER
Mr. Paul Rajeswaran

DIRECTOR QLD
Mr. Krish Illungo

DIRECTOR SA
Mr. Kumar Jeyakkumar (part year)
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2011-2012

CHAIRMAN
Dr. Raj T. Rajeswaran

Board Of Directors

Executive officer
Strategic Planning
Mr. Adrian Sinnappu

Executive officer
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Dr. Sam Pari

Executive officer
REFUGEE AFFAIRS
Dr. Bala Vigneswaran

Executive officer
ADMINISTRATION
Mrs. Varuni Bala

SECRETARY
Mr. E. Arulliah

TREASURER
Mr. Paul Rajeswaran

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Vacant

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Vacant

LEGAL COUNSEL
Vacant

Each Regional Chapters will elect one Director to the ATC Board and its own management committee, if
there are more than 1,000 members in a chapter then that chapter is entitled to have two directors.
ATC - Annual Report 2011 - 2012

7

REGIONAL CHAPTER MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

TREASURER

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

SECRETARY

REGIONAL CHAPTER OFFICE BEARERS 2011-2012
CHAPTER

PRESIDENT

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

NSW

Mr. Manokaran
Manikavinayagam

Vacant

Mr. S J Kanthan

Mr Appiah
Nimalendran

Vacant

Mr. Jerome
Arunkumaren

QLD
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CHAPTER CO-ORDINATOR
Mr. Yogi Srikhanta

SA

Dr. Kamal G Nathan

Mr. Kumar
Jayakkumar (part year)

Mrs. Shankari
Wijendra

Mrs. Thurga
Bragatheswaran

VIC

Mr. Selvadurai
Pathmalinkam

Dr. Sri
Srithar

Dr. Mohan

Mr. Rajan
Kailanathan

WA

Mr. P.A.
Subramaniam

Mr. N.
Satkunasingham

Ms. Ajanthy
Arulpragasam

Mr. Siva
Arulpragasam
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National Public Relations Team Report
Executive Officer - Public Relations : Dr Sam Pari
Summary Report from ATC National Public Relations Team 2012*
1. ATC has continued to write a large number of briefing documents and letters to politicians
and policy makers.
2. Lobbying by the political team and public relations (PR) team has contributed significantly to
several motions being passed, questions asked and speeches being made by politicians in
Federal and State Parliaments.
3. Our advocacy work has also ensured that politicians, academics and journalists highlight our
issues in the media and other public forums.
4. ATC’s timely media releases and regular liaising with the media has ensured that the
Tamil issues have been covered substantially in the Australian mainstream media, and
false propaganda by the Sri Lankan regime has been counter-acted effectively. On several
occasions, journalists have had to work closely with the ATC PR team for several weeks, and
at times even months, to produce a report. This is a testament to the credibility and respect
ATC has earned through our genuine, hard and honest work.
Print & Broadcast Media:
• Alleged war crimes in Sri Lanka under the microscope – 5/7/11, ABC Radio PM
• Footage sparks calls for Sri Lanka war crimes probe – 5/7/11, ABC News
• Pressure mounts for international investigation - 20/9/11, BBC Sinhala Service
• Australian Senator calls for suspension of Sri Lanka from CHOGM - 22/9/11, TamilNet
• Sri Lankan envoy hits back at Greens - 20/9/11, AAP
• Sri Lankan envoy ‘war crimes’ - 17/10/11, The Age
• AFP considers war crimes investigation against Sri Lankan dipomat - 17/10/11, ABC Radio
PM Program
• Sri Lankan war criminals - 17/10/11, Channel 10 6.30 with George Negus
• Sri Lankan diplomat named in war crimes brief - 17/10/11, ABC Radio Sydney
• Australian police examine Sri Lanka war crimes dossier - 17/10/11, ABC Radio Asia Pacific
• Australia pressured to investigate Sri Lanka envoy for warcrimes - 17/10/11, Reuters
• Sri Lanka faces pressure on war crimes claim - 18/10/11, SMH
• Rudd quizzed over envoy - 18/10/11, The Age
• Allegations of Sri Lankan war crimes in the spotlight - 18/10/11, ABC 7.30 Report
• Human Rights campaigners want Canberra to investigate Sri Lanka war crime allegations 18/10/11, ABC Radio PM Program
• Australian police examine Sri Lanka war crimes dossier - 18/10/11, ABC Radio Connect Asia
• Sri Lankan president under investigation - 18/10/11, ABC TV News
• Sri Lanka submission a matter of urgency - 18/10/11, NineMSN
• Calls to suspend Sri Lanka from Commonwealth - 18/10/11, ABC Radio Sydney
• A diplomatic dilemma of the Sri Lankan kind - 19/10/11, ABC Unleashed
• Secrecy and denial are also war crimes - 19/10/11, The Australian
• Commissioner hits back over Tamil war crime claim - 19/10/11, SMH
ATC - Annual Report 2011 - 2012
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Greens want Sri Lankan envoy recalled - 19/10/11, Sky News
CHOGM must deal with war crimes in Sri Lanka - ICJ - 20/10/11, BBC Sinhala
War criminal Rajapaksa to visit Perth - 23/10/11, Green Left Weekly
Australian accuses Sri Lanka’s president of war crimes - 24/10/11, ABC TV Lateline
Australian accuses Sri Lanka’s president of war crimes - 24/10/11, ABC Radio Connect Asia
Canada rallies behind Commonwealth human-rights reports - 24/10/11, The Vancouver Sun
Australia presses Sri Lanka over war crimes claims - 24/10/11, AFP
Harper to champion human rights at Perth summit - 24/10/11, Toronto Sun
War crimes case against leader - 25/10/11, The Australian
Sri Lankan President accused in Australian court - 25/10/11, The Age
War crimes accusations gather pace as Sri Lankan President arrives - 25/10/11, ABC Radio PM
Program
Australian accuses Sri Lankan president of war crimes - 25/10/11, ABC News
Diplomatic Immunity could be tested for war crimes: expert - 25/10/11, ANU News
Attorney-General kills war crimes charges - 25/10/11, ABC Lateline
Australian AG vetoes Sri Lanka war crimes case - 25/10/11, ABC Radio On Air Highlights
Australia rejects calls to charge Sri Lanka’s visiting president - 25/10/11, ABC Radio On Air
Highlights
Wait for report on Sri Lankan crimes: Rudd - 25/10/11, NineMSN
Commonwealth gathering - 25/10/11, Australia Network News
Two views of Sri Lanka’s war - 25/10/11, ABC Radio News
No war crimes case against Sri Lanka leader - 25/10/11, ABC News
Sri Lankan envoy welcomes crimes case halt - 25/10/11, SMH
Australia mounts pressure on Sri Lanka over war crimes - 25/10/11, Reuters
Sri Lanka calls Australian war crimes case ‘hilarious’ - 25/10/11, The West Australian
Sri Lankan president Mahinda Rajapaksa enjoys immunity in Australia - 25/10/11, The Australian
Australia presses Sri Lanka over war crimes claims - 25/10/11, The West Australian
Experts respond: indicting the Sri Lankan president for war crimes - 25/10/11, The Conversation
Sri Lankan files war crimes brief in Australia - 25/10/11, The West Australian
War Crimes Charges Filed Against Visiting Sri Lankan Leader - 25/10/11, International Business
Times
Arunachalam Jegatheeswaran files war crimes indictment against Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapaksa - 25/10/11, Herald Sun
Time is of the essence - 25/10/11, ABC Drum Unleashed
War criminal Rajapaksa to visit Perth - 25/10/11, Green Left Weekly
Do the right thing and have Samarasinghe recalled - 25/10/11, Canberra Times
Experts respond: indicting the Sri Lankan president for war crimes - 25/10/11, The Conversation
Govt must OK Sri Lanka president’s case:PM - 25/10/11, SMH
War crimes charges filed against Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa - 25/10/11, NDTV
No prosecution for Sri Lanka president - 25/10/11, SBS World News
Fraser backs call to bar Colombo - 26/10/11, The Australian
Sri Lanka accused - 26/10/11, Channel 10 News
New Sri Lanka war-crime evidence: judges - 26/10/11, NineMSN
Australia raises alleged human rights abuses with Sri Lanka - 26/10/11, Australia Network News
Rudd concedes some nations may boycott CHOGM 2013 in Sri Lanka - 26/10/11, ABC Radio
PM Program
Tamils maintain CHOGM pressure on Sri Lanka - 26/10/11, SBS World News
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Commonwealth seeks to avoid slide into irrelevance - 26/10/11, The West Australian
Sri Lanka govt under fire over Tamil national question - 26/10/11, ABC Radio Connect Asia
PM raises war crimes with Sri Lanka - 26/10/11, Perth Now
Gillard questions Sri Lanka’s investigation of war crimes - 26/10/11, ABC Lateline
Why the Commonwealth must take action against Sri Lankan war crimes - 26/10/11, The
Conversation
Sri Lanka spokesman rejects human rights allegations - 26/10/11, ABC TV News
War crimes case decision upsets Tamils - 26/10/11, ABC South West Victoria
War crimes heat on Sri Lanka - 26/10/11, West Australian
Leaders split on human rights abuses - 26/10/11, Adelaide Now
Reform push sets PM for human rights showdown - 26/10/11, Blacktown Sun
Sri Lanka to host despite abuse record - 26/10/11, Perth Now
Attorney General Rejects War Crimes Charges, Cites Rajapaksa’s Diplomatic Immunity 26/10/11, International Business Times
War crimes case decision upsets Tamils - 26/10/11, ABC News
Fraser calls for war crimes investigation into battle with Tamil Tigers - 26/10/11, SMH
Democracy commissioner debated in Perth - 26/10/11, NineMSN
Human rights to test Commonwealth leaders - 26/10/11, Reuters
War crimes - 26/10/11, Australia Network News
Next CHOGM in Sri Lanka despite concerns - 26/10/11, News.com.au
War crimes case decision upsets Tamils - 26/10/11, ABC News
Tamil Aus community criticises govt decision to stop cases against Rajapakse - 26/10/11,
Deccan Chronicle
Leaders descend for CHOGM - 26/10/11, ABC TV 7.30 Report
Australia rejects calls to charge Sri Lanka’s visiting president - 26/10/11, ABC Radio Connect
Asia
Harper’s stand on Sri Lanka is just not cricket - 26/10/11, Globe and Mail
Commonwealth leaders to discuss succession and Sri Lanka at Perth summit - 26/10/11,
The Telegraph
Sri Lanka says war crimes allegations ‘propaganda’ - 26/10/11, AFP
War crimes in Australia’s too-hard basket? - 27/10/11, ABC Drum Unleashed
Tamils still ‘enslaved’ in northern Sri Lanka - 27/10/11, The Australian
Sri Lankan rights abuses top the bill as leaders talk - 27/10/11, SMH Opinion Editorial
Commonwealth leaders must stop Sri Lanka hosting key summit - 27/10/11, Amnesty
International
Global concerns - 27/10/11, Australia Network News
Commonwealth ministers stumble over human rights - 27/10/11, Reuters
Gillard raises human rights concerns with Sri Lanka - 27/10/11, ABC News
Australian PM raises allegations with Sri Lankan leader - 27/10/11, ABC Radio Connect Asia
Sri Lanka dealing with war allegations: president - 27/10/11, ABC Radio Melbourne
Gillard rules out Sri Lanka CHOGM boycott - 27/10/11, ABC Radio Newcastle
Commonwealth values put to test by Sri Lanka - 27/10/11, The West Australian
No plans to move 2013 summit from Sri Lanka: Australia - 27/10/11, The West Australian
Gillard raises war crimes allegations - 27/10/11, Canberra Times
Sri Lankan spokesman rejects war crimes accusations - 27/10/11, ABC Radio Connect Asia
Push for tougher rights sanctions - 27/10/11, The Australian
PM pushes hard line on Sri Lanka - 27/10/11, The Age
No plans to move 2013 summit from Sri Lanka: Australia - 27/10/11, The West Australian
ATC - Annual Report 2011 - 2012
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Next CHOGM in Sri Lanka - 27/10/11, Sky News
Sri Lanka says war crimes allegations ‘propaganda’ - 27/10/11, The West Australian
CHOGM report - 27/10/11, ABC TV 7.30 Report
Commonwealth takes steps to beef up human rights monitoring - 27/10/11, Toronto Sun
How to revive the Commonwealth - 27/10/11, The Star
PM raises human rights concerns with Sri Lanka - 27/10/11, SBS News
CHOGM Protests - 28/10/11, Channel 10 News
Sri Lanka spurns war crime claims - 28/10/11, The Age
Tamil protesters want Rajapaksa arrested - 28/10/11, SMH
Tamils want Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa arrested - 28/10/11, Herald Sun
Queen welcomes 54 countries to CHOGM - 28/10/11, ABC TV Lateline
Taking a stand on Sri Lanka - 28/10/11, The Star
Sri Lanka issue divides Commonwealth - 28/10/11, Radio Netherlands
UNSG calls for more accountability on Sri Lanka human rights - 28/10/11, Radio Netherlands
Protest peaceful at Commonwealth summit - 28/10/11, AFP
See no evil is Australia’s way on war crimes - 29/10/11, SMH Opinion Editorial
Crew arranges deckchairs on stricken empire liner - 29/10/11, The Age Opinion Editorial
Gillard double-crossed over Games bid - 29/10/11, SMH
CBD shut down as protesters march into Perth - 29/10/11, The Australian
Sri Lanka outflanks Gillard on Games bid - 29/10/11, SMH
Take CHOGM off Sri Lanka, says ex-PM - 29/10/11, Perth Now
Human rights inaction ‘a disgrace’ - 30/10/11, SMH Opinion Editorial
Amnesty wants CHOGM meeting shifted from Sri Lanka - 30/10/11, Radio New Zealand
Devil in the discretion? Experts on the CHOGM 2011 communique - 30/10/11, The
Conversation
Sri Lanka pitches for Games over breakfast - 30/10/11, SMH
Britain urges Sri Lanka to make progress on rights by 2013 - 30/10/11, AFP
Sri Lanka spruiks the 2013 CHOGM - 30/10/11, News.com.au
Sri Lanka accuses Tamil diaspora of supporting Tiger rebels - 2/3/12, ABC Radio Australia
Sri Lankans protest war crimes probe - 16/3/12, SBS TV News
New Documentary Exposes War-Crimes in Sri Lanka - 16/3/12, 2ser
Pressure grows on Sri Lanka over war crimes claims - 20/3/12, SBS TV News
Dr Sam Pari on UNHRC Resolution - 23/3/12, ABC Radio Australia Mornings
Family detained - 12/5/12, SBS TV News
Wife, mother ... security threat - 18/5/12, The Age
Concerns grow for Sri Lankan refugees - 18/5/12, SBS TV News
Plight of Tamil Refugees - 20/5/12, SBS Radio Tamil Service
Sri Lankan arrivals put Cocos islanders under strain - 31/5/12, The West Australian
Outrage over Coalition vow to turn back Sri Lankans - 4/9/12, SMH
Sri Lankan journalist shocked over Australian Opposition’s claims - 4/9/12, ABC Radio
Australia
New film about exiled Sri Lankan journalists premieres in Melbourne - 7/9/12, Green Left
Weekly
Arnestad’s ‘Silenced Voices’ documentary gains momentum - 8/9/12, TamilNet
Silenced Voices - 9/9/12, SBS Radio Tamil Service
Concerns over media freedom in Sri Lanka - 11/9/12, SBS Radio
Sri Lankan Journalists in Exile - 12/9/12, ABC Radio National Late Night Live
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5. A vital member of the ATC team, Mrs Varuni Bala, was chosen by the Australian
government to be a member of the Sub-continent Ministerial Consultative Committee. This
committee from the sub-continent community will engage with government and provides
an opportunity to have direct input into government policy. Having a representative of
our community in such an influential committee is not just a great achievement for the
ATC, but one for the entire Australian Tamil population.
6. The ATC PR team single-handedly organised a mammoth media campaign in October
2011 during the Commonwealth Heads of Governments Meeting (CHOGM) in Perth.
Our hard work resulted in over 300 media reports covering the issue of Sri Lankan
war crimes and ethically and morally questioning the choice of Sri Lanka has the host
for CHOGM 2013. Not all reports could be archived, especially those from radio and
television, as they have not been readily available online.
This amazing fete was only achievable due to the selfless and humble work of a handful
of people and the support of a few others. The media craze that exploded in Australia in
the lead up to the CHOGM showed us that although world leaders will play politics on
the issue of human rights, the Australian media and public were certain to give issues
such as accountability for war crimes and restoration of justice the importance they
deserved.
7. In September 2012, the ATC PR team organised the screenings of Silenced Voices –
Tales of Sri Lankan journalists in exile, a documentary by award-winning director Beate
Arnestad. Two screenings took place in Sydney and one in Melbourne. The screenings
were followed by question and answer sessions with panellists Ms. Arnestad, Bashana
Abeywardane, and A. Lokeesan.
All screenings were well attended with the majority of the audience comprising of
academics, trade union leaders, journalists, activists, federal and state politicians,
government officials and students of law, politics and journalism. The hard work of the
ATC PR team resulted in media coverage of the documentary as well as awareness of
issues surrounding Sri Lankan war crimes and Tamil justice, with all three guests being
interviewed by mainstream media outlets.
8. The ATC War Crimes Inquiry team, established two years ago is continuing its work on
collecting witness statements to be used in a future war crimes tribunal, and research
into legal aspects of prosecution of war criminals in Australia as well as the International
Criminal Court.
9. The ATC PR team is continuing its work on creating awareness and media coverage on
the issue of Australia’s acceptance of an alleged war criminal, former Sri Lankan navy
commander as Sri Lanka’s High Commissioner to Australia.
10. A representative of the ATC War Crimes team was invited by Federal Senator Lee
Rhiannon to participate and present in a confidential round-table conference at the
Australian Federal Parliament to discuss issues surrounding Sri Lankan war crimes.
11. ATC’s PR team’s active campaigning and successful advocacy work has enabled ATC
representatives to be invited to address several forums, events and conferences. This
has included events organised by the University of Sydney’s Centre for Peace and
Conflict Studies, Marrickville Peace Group and Politics in the Pub.
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12. The ATC PR team has been corresponding with several human rights organisations
to create awareness about the issue of war crimes in Sri Lanka. Several of these
organisations have since issued press releases and statements on this issue, including
Australian Lawyers for Human Rights, Medical Association for Prevention of War and
Catholic Justice & Peace Commission of Brisbane.
13. The ATC PR team is immensely proud of our volunteers who work with genuine care and
humility. Over the year, these attributes have also been recognised by eminent persons
in the wider Australian community, enabling them to build strong relationships with us.
14. The results of last year’s ATC campaign “Say we are Tamils” encouraging Australian
Tamils to identify themselves as ‘Tamil’ in the 2011 Census has resulted statistics
revealing a considerable population of Australian Tamils in certain constituencies.
These statistical revelations is vital to prove to the Australian public, politicians and
policy makers of the real contribution Australian Tamils have made to Australia, and the
potential for future contribution.
15. Since November 2009, ATC has published Murasu, a monthly newsletter for our
members. An English and Tamil version has been created without fail. Every single
edition has been archived with the National Library of Australia so future generations
may also have access. These can be viewed at http://pandora.nla.gov.au/tep/112241
15. The ATC website,www.australiantamilcongress.com is updated regularly.
16. ATC subscribed to daily email alerts from the Tamil Justice blog,www.tamiljustice.com.
Latest posts also appear on the ATC website giving viewers access to daily updates.
This blog is independently run by volunteers.
Final Thoughts:
This year marks a hat-trick for the success of the ATC PR team.
The close relationship we share with many politicians and policy makers, academics and
journalists is confirmation of the hard and honest work we do.
We have also noted an increasing number of influential individuals choosing to voice their
support for Tamil justice in various forums and taking their own initiative to counteract false
propaganda by the Sri Lankan state, confirming the success of our advocacy work.
ATC continues to be the most quoted Tamil organisation in the Australian media across all
issues related to Sri Lanka and the Tamil Diaspora, with opinion pieces by ATC representatives
being published on several occasions in both print and online media.
As always, our achievements are a testament to the hard work of our volunteers and the
support of our members. Strength is in numbers and in order to reach our goal we need
more people to back our initiatives. So, we ask you to help in encouraging more people to
join ATC, get involved in our activities and make it a stronger organisation.
In three years, the ATC PR team has made great strides. And we are embracing ourselves
for another year of hard work, passion and achievements.
*Up to 16/9/12
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Strategic Planning Team Report
Political Co-Ordinator : Mr Adrian Sinnappu
Australian Tamil Congress (ATC) has been in operation for three years and it is now a
more mature and confident organisation articulating for the interests of the Australian Tamil
community. During this period, we have established close contacts with more than fifty
Parliamentarians, government officials, academics, legal professionals, journalists and other
eminent persons, and we take pride as an organisation that contributes to policy advocacy
at senior government levels through a mainstream approach. We have taken consistent
political positions and adopted a professional approach that has allowed us to earn the trust
of several politicians across all parties as well as key policy makers. In addition, we have
also organised a successful conference, and media and public forums that allowed for key
Australian personalities and the wider community to develop deeper understanding of the
conditions faced by Tamils and other vulnerable segments of the populations living in Sri
Lanka.
ATC representatives have discussed our issues with in excess of ten Ministers and Shadow
Ministers and in total with more than forty Parliamentarians during last year. We also had
a meeting with the Australian Foreign Minister and discussed our issues with senior DFAT
officials three times last year. We played a key role in eventuating the all-party sponsored
motion in the Senate in support of the US initiative in UNHRC. One of our officers was given
an opportunity to address Prime Minister’s Expert Panel on Asylum Seeker issue, and our
constant interactions with the members of the Parliamentary Human Rights Sub-committee
led to it recommending to the Australian Government to make representations to the Sri
Lankan Government to open a formal human rights dialogue. Finally, one of our officers
has recently been appointed to the Sub-continent Ministerial Consultative Committee
acknowledging the recognition ATC enjoys among the key Government personalities.

Notable Actions and Lobbying Activities
A high-level summary of the important actions carried out by the Strategic Planning (SP)
team during last year are summarised below:
1.

CHOGM 2011 and Human Rights Conference (Oct. 2011):

A one-day International Conference “Human Rights and the Commonwealth of Nations” was
organised by ATC and GTF in Sydney (Sheraton on the Park, Oct. 20, 2011), ahead of the
CHOGM 2011 summit held in Perth on Oct. 28-30, 2011, with the intention of highlighting the
deteriorating human rights conditions in Sri Lanka. The issues discussed in the conference
included (1) how international organisations such as UN, Commonwealth, and others can
strengthen capacity to prevent war crimes and crimes against humanity in the future with
a critical focus on Sri Lanka and (2) how this lack of accountability is feeding a culture
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of impunity and damaging the prospect of reconciliation in Sri Lanka. About 20 reputed
Australian and International speakers made presentations. The Australian speakers included
Hon. John Dowd, Bruce Haigh, and Professors Ivan Shearer, Damien Kingsbury and Jake
Lynch. More than 150 people participated in the day-conference, and around 500 attended
the evening public session. The sessions were also attended by several Parliamentarians,
human rights champions, church leaders and journalists, and this list included Chair and
Deputy Chair of Parliamentary Human Rights Sub-committee (Laurie Fergusson and Philip
Ruddock) and Geoffrey Robertson QC. A summary of the conference outcomes with a
request that the Australian Govt. and the opposition act to make an impact at the CHOGM
was sent to all Parliamentarians, DFAT officials and eminent Australians (Oct. 24, 2011).
Few other activities carried out by our teams included (1) participation in the round-table
(Sept. 20, 2011) hosted by Greens in the Parliament House that requested that Sri Lanka
be suspended from the Councils of the Commonwealth and not be allowed to host CHOGM
2013; (2) a submission to all Parliamentarians and DFAT officials (Oct. 10, 2011) that Sri
Lanka should not be given the privilege of hosting CHOGM 2013 and at a minimum that
conditions be set before Sri Lanka is allowed to host this event; and (3) co-hosting a public
forum “Sri Lanka’s Killing Fields and Justice: Australia’s Role” (Oct. 21, 2011) in Newcastle
with No-War and Church Groups (Gordon Weiss and Bruce Haigh addressed the gathering)
with the outcomes forwarded to the Foreign Minister through local Parliamentarians.
The human rights conference as well as several other initiatives taken by the members of
our community helped to achieve a high level of focus on Sri Lanka during CHOGM. More
than 200 incidents of coverage on Sri Lanka appeared on print and electronic media during
this period which was truly unprecedented. Though Sri Lanka managed to escape without
an open sanction, public statements from the Prime Minister Julia Gillard and the Foreign
Minister Kevin Rudd to the effect that Sri Lanka urgently needed to address the concerns
raised about human rights abuses at the end stage of the conflict were good outcomes. More
significant was the strong stand taken by the Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper who
insisted that he would not attend CHOGM 2013 in Sri Lanka if he does not see progress in
human rights. On behalf of Australian Tamils, we sent an appreciation letter to the Canadian
Prime Minister (Nov. 4, 2011).
2.

Response to LLRC Report:

LLRC report was made public on Dec. 16, 2011. We prepared a detailed response focussing
heavily on its shortcomings on war crimes accountability and made this submission to
Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd and DFAT officials (23rd Dec. 2011). An up-dated version of the
response welcoming some of the positive aspects of the report on resettlement, governance
and reconciliation issues, while further reinforcing the serious shortcomings on accountability,
was submitted to all Parliamentarians, DFAT officials and several eminent Australians (Jan.
16-18, 2012). More than ten Parliamentarians responded to our submissions and a few
of them raised our concerns directly with the Foreign Minister. A further up-dated version,
which included the critique provided by the TNA, was submitted to the Parliamentary Human
Right Sub-committee as per their request (Jan. 24, 2012).
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In a meeting with DFAT officials (Jan. 16, 2012), we pressed for an official response to the LLRC
report from the Australian government. Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd released a statement on
LLRC report on Feb 13, 2012, which was along the lines of the positions taken by US and UK (while
welcoming its recommendations for addressing the post-conflict situation, expressed concern that
the report fails to fully address alleged violations of international humanitarian and human rights
law). We also released an official response to Foreign Minister’s statement (Feb. 13, 2012); this
statement while welcoming Mr Rudd’s assertion that the report failed to comprehensively address
war crimes allegations, also expressed concern that he had continued to call on Sri Lanka to
investigate itself (this was also sent to DFAT officials and all key Parliamentarians).
3.

Meetings with Ministers and Shadow Ministers (a few of these meetings were organised
by different Tamil organisations or individuals):

ATC delegates had several opportunities to meet and discuss Tamil community issues with
Ministers. These include Martin Fergusson (Nov. 19. 2011, Jan. 11, 2012, April 11, 2012, Aug.
25, 2012), Gary Grey (Jan. 23, 2012), Bill Shorten, Kim Carr and Jenny Macklin in a community
cabinet meeting (May 16, 2012), Chris Bowen (May 30, 2012), Anthony Albanese (June 1, 2012),
Bob Carr (June 23, 2012 and July 25, 2012) and Tony Burke (Aug. 4, 2012). We also met several
Shadow Ministers including Kevin Andrews (Dec. 16, 2011), Julie Bishop and David Johnston
(March 1, 2012), and Scott Morrison (March 7, 2012).
The issues discussed were the current situation for Tamils in Sri Lanka, war crimes accountability,
lack of will from the Sri Lankan Govt. to implement UNHRC resolution and to arrive at a decent
political solution, ASIO issues affecting Tamils and the dangers of returning failed asylum seekers
to Sri Lanka. The need for Australia to use CHOGM 2013 to push Sri Lanka to lift its human rights
record was emphasized in all meetings.
4.

Meetings with Parliamentarians:

We met and discussed our issues with a few key Parliamentarians representing all three parties
several times over the year. These included Michelle Rowland, Ed Husic, Laurie Fergusson,
John Murphy, Philip Ruddock, Lee Rhiannon, Claire Moore, Melissa Park, Dennis Jensen, Gavin
Marshal, Harry Jenkins and Adam Brandt.
Our members were also involved in tens of individual meetings with Parliamentarians across the
country, and a selected few are indicated here - Joshua Frydenberg (Dec. 6, 2011), Mark Dreyfus
(Dec. 19, 2011), Alan Griffin (Dec. 22, 2011), Maria Vamvakinou (Jan. 18, 2012), Nick Champion
(Jan. 19, 2012), John Faulkner and Daryl Melhem (Jan. 23, 2012), Chris Hayes (Jan. 30, 2012),
Helen Kruger (Jan. 30, 2012), Sharman Stone (Feb. 15, 2012), Louise Markus and Michaelia
Cash (Feb. 17, 2012), Laura Smyth (Feb. 21, 2012), Maris Payne (Feb. 21, 2012), and Kelly O
Dwyer (May 4, 2012).
They were generally fruitful meetings and the issues discussed included heavy militarisation and
imposed demography and cultural changes in the North-East, general human rights deterioration
across the island, political negotiations between the government and the TNA, implementation of
UNHRC resolution and the need for independent international investigation.
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An Australian Parliamentary delegation consisted of Maria Vamvakinou (VIC-Labour), Harry
Jenkins (VIC-Labour), Rowan Ramsey (SA-Liberal), Andrew Southcott (SA-Liberal) and
Helen Kroger (VIC-Liberal) visited Sri Lanka during Dec. 8-14, 2011. We made efforts to
meet most of them prior to their departure and also sent a letter (Dec. 4, 2011) articulating
our concerns – the issues raised were the current situation in Sri Lanka, the limitations of
government-guided tours and the names of key people/organisations they should try to
meet. We also alerted TNA about the impending visit and the need for them to meet the
delegation. We met a few of the delegates after they returned, and it appears that they have
gathered a realistic picture about the ground situation from their visit.
5.

Interactions with Parliamentary Human Rights Sub-committee:

Our officers across the country have established good relationships with most members of
the Parliamentary Human Rights Sub-committee of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Defence and Trade, including with its Chair (Lurie Fergusson) and Deputy Chair
(Philip Ruddock). We regularly interact with them regarding the human rights conditions in
Sri Lanka. We have provided a few submissions to the committee either on our own initiative
or as per their request. We provided a detailed submission regarding the LLRC report that
included the points raised by the TNA regarding the report’s inadequacies (Jan. 25, 2012).
In particular, a written submission was provided that argued the case to establish Human
Rights Dialogue with Sri Lanka, and subsequently the Committee interviewed two of our
officials on this submission (March 13, 2012). Some collaborating colleagues from Church
Groups also made presentations.
It is quite pleasing to note that the Human Rights Sub-committee has now (Aug. 20, 2012)
recommended, “The Australian Government should make representations to the Sri Lankan
Government to open a formal human rights dialogue. A human rights technical cooperation
program should also be established in conjunction with the dialogue.” This is one of the most
significant outcomes resulted from the efforts of our officials and others over a long period.
6.

War Crimes Issues:

Significant effort expended last year was related either directly or indirectly to war crimes.
The focus was on continuous interactions with Ministers, Parliamentarians, DFAT officials,
eminent Australians and the media on highlighting the need to address war crimes committed
by all sides as an integral part of long-term peace and reconciliation. We were involved
in some legal programs related to these issues, and actively campaigned to establish an
international mechanism to achieve true accountability (UNHRC resolution may be the first
step in this direction). Our activities in more details are presented under different sections in
this report.
7.

UNHRC Related Actions (18th and 19th Sessions):

No major outcomes related to Sri Lanka were expected from the 18th UNHRC session (Sept.
12-30, 2011). However, some groundwork needed to be done to obtain better outcomes
from the future sessions. We made a submission to Ambassador Peter Woolcott (Sept. 6,
2011), Australian Permanent Representative in Geneva, asking him to take necessary steps
18
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to highlight the war crimes issue in accordance with the official Australian policy that UNHRC
should re-investigate their original 2009 findings. We also made financial contribution
towards hiring a consultant to look after Tamil interests in Geneva during the session.
Significant effort was made towards securing a positive outcome from the crucial 19th
UNHRC session (Feb. 27 to March 23, 2012). A letter asking for Australian action on
UNHRC (indicating the possibility of a US resolution) was sent to Foreign Minister, DFAT
officials and concerned Parliamentarians (Feb. 4-9, 2012). In addition, a focused meeting
was arranged with DFAT officials (Feb. 23, 2012) to discuss this issue, and during that
meeting they indicated their inclination to support the US move. We sent a letter welcoming
US proposal in UNHRC and asking Australia to do its part on this initiative (March 16, 2012)
to DFAT officials and concerned Parliamentarians. In addition, we played a key role in
the successful all party sponsored motion in the Senate in support of the US initiative in
UNHRC (March 21, 2012) – details are provided separately. GTF played an important role
during and prior to the session by meeting representatives of several countries including
US, Norway, Switzerland and a few African countries, and we contributed to these efforts by
being involved in the preparation of necessary documents and proposals, and with financial
contributions.
In one of the most significant events related to our struggle for justice and equality in Sri
Lanka, UNHRC adopted the US initiated resolution which effectively censored Sri Lanka for
its failures to address the issues pertaining to the final stages of the war as well as post-war
reconciliation (March 22, 2012). The resolution was co-sponsored by an unprecedented
forty countries including Australia (a satisfying outcome for us), and it was adopted by 24
voting in favor, 15 against and 8 abstentions.
Following the passing of the resolution, we sent appreciation letters to Foreign Minister Carr,
DFAT officials and to Ambassador Peter Woollcott, Australian Representative in Geneva
(March 31, 2012). We also thanked the Parliamentarians who are close to us for their
consistent support. GTF also had a press release thanking US and other countries for their
support (March 24, 2012).
Based on an initiative by several Sydney Tamil organisations, a thank you letter addressed
to the leaders of the countries that voted for the UNHRC resolution and a DVD with both
Channel 4 videos were personally delivered (April 11, 2012) by two of our members to 19
Embassies in Canberra (India, USA, Spain, Belgium, Norway, Poland, Mexico, UK, Canada,
Hungary, Mauritius, Libya, Chile, Czech Republic, Romania, Italy, Austria, Switzerland and
Uruguay).
8.

All Party supported Resolution in the Senate:

A successful all party sponsored motion in support of the US initiative in UNHRC was
passed in the Senate on March 21, 2012. Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon, Foreign Minister
Bob Carr and Senator Gary Humphries moved the motion.  This was a very encouraging
outcome and an extremely important show of support by Australia to achieve accountability
and reconciliation in Sri Lanka.
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ATC was involved in the preliminary discussions and the drafting of the resolution with the
Greens, and played a key role in securing the consent of both the Foreign Minister and the
shadow Foreign Minister to support the resolution. Welcoming statements in the success
of the resolution was released by Parliamentarians Michelle Rowland (March 22, 2012) and
Ed Husic (March 23, 2012). We sent appreciation letters to all three Senators who moved
the motion (March 24, 2012).
9.

Resolutions in Support of Tamil issues at Labour and Liberal State Conferences:

In addition to working with Parliamentarians, we also invested significant amount of effort in
working within party structures to pass resolutions in support of justice and reconciliation in
Sri Lanka. A few initiatives we were involved with are:
a.

b.

c.

NSW Young Labor during the National Labor Conference (Nov. 27, 2011)
unanimously passed a motion calling on the Federal Government to join
international efforts and support an independent international investigation into
allegations of war crimes against Tamil civilians.
ALP Victorian Commonwealth and Federal Relations Policy Committee (CAFR)
passed a motion (Feb. 8, 2012) calling on the Australian govt. to support an
international independent investigation.
A resolution regarding Independent War Crimes Investigation in Sri Lanka was
listed on the booklet published for the VIC Liberal Party State Council Convention
(April 28-29, 2012). Although the motion was not taken up for debate due to time
restriction, it was read out in the presence of Liberal Party leaders Tony Abbot,
Julie Bishop and the State Premier.

10. Meetings with DFAT and other Commonwealth Officials:
We have developed good working relationships with officials from DFAT, DIAC and AusAID.
In particular, we have a cordial and trusting relationship with the Assistant Secretary, South
and Central Asia and his team directly dealing with Sri Lankan issues. Our plan is to have
meetings with them every 3 to 4 months and/or as the need arises to constantly articulate
our concerns with them. We met them on three occasions last year (Jan 16, 2012, Feb.
23, 2012, and March 30, 2012). On top of face-to-face meetings, we regularly up-date
them about the ground situation in Sri Lanka and strongly articulate the expectations and
the concerns of the Tamil community. Active interactions with DFAT is critical to maintain
consistency in foreign policy even when the Minister in charge of Foreign Affairs changes.
The three meetings with DFAT officials were related to:
a.
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The new High Commissioner to Sri Lanka, Ms. Robyn Mudie, was introduced to us
during this meeting (Jan. 16, 2012). This provided an excellent opportunity to give
Ms. Mudie our perspective on the ground situation, and the topics discussed were
welfare of women and children, war crimes, political negotiations, democratic
deficiencies and foreign aid/development. Ms. Mudie was particularly interested
in human rights (she was formerly Deputy Permanent Representative in Geneva),
and told us that the information we shared was consistent with what she has been
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gathering. We also used this meeting to press for an official response on the
recently released LLRC report. We learnt from DFAT that the official response
would be released within the next few weeks and that the response would be
along the lines of the official responses released by US and UK.
b.

The main purpose of this meeting (Feb. 23, 2012) was to discuss Australian
response to LLRC and the expected US initiated resolution at UNHRC. DFAT
while clearly recognising the shortcomings of the LLRC, also argued that there
were some positives and we should bag even small positives while working
on larger issues. They indicated that there is not sufficient support among the
international community for international investigation at present. They were
receptive for the idea that an international oversight mechanism is needed to
monitor any commitments made by Sri Lanka (e.g., implementing LLRC for
example), and were agreeable to the idea of giving more recognition to TNA as
principal representatives of the Tamil people. DFAT also indicated their inclination
to support the expected US initiative at UNHRC.

c.

This meeting (March 30, 2012) was organised to facilitate discussion between
Sumanthiran MP and DFAT officials. Sumanthiran indicated that TNA viewed
UNHRC resolution as a positive step for the whole country, and thanked Australia
for its part. DFAT officials were keen to understand the ground reality, particularly
in the context of post-UNHRC resolution. The other issues discussed included
full and timely implementation of UNHRC resolution, credible and independent
investigations, deadlock in political negotiations and the significance of the upcoming two UNHRC sessions and the CHOGM 2013 summit to secure positive
outcomes in Sri Lanka.

11. Meeting with Foreign Minister Hon. Bob Carr:
ATC representatives met Foreign Minister Bob Carr on 25th July 2012 in Sydney. This
meeting was organised by Michelle Rowland MP, as a part of an initiative by Sub-continent
Friends of Labour. On behalf of the Australian Tamil Community, we conveyed our sincere
appreciation to the Australian Government for co-sponsoring the UNHRC resolution on Sri
Lanka and in particular to Foreign Minister Carr for the joint motion passed in the Senate in
support of this resolution.
We discussed in detail the pressing concerns the Tamil community faces in Sri Lanka, and
these included heavy militarisation of North-East; land grab, demography changes and the
fear of imposed erosion of cultural identity in the traditional Tamil areas; arbitrary detention
and prisoner abuse; the need for accountability measures; and the lack of will for genuine
political settlement. Serious rule of law and governance issues faced by all communities in
Sri Lanka was also highlighted.
We strongly articulated that active international involvement is critical to achieve durable
peace, reconciliation and true democracy in Sri Lanka, and to eliminate the chances of the
conflict ever returning to the island. In particular, we asked for active Australian involvement
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with UN processes to ensure that UNHRC resolution is fully implemented, together with the
request that ‘consequences for non-implementation’ (as judged by UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights and other independent NGOs) should be clearly articulated. We also
suggested that Australia and other commonwealth countries should specify their expectations
from the Sri Lankan Government well ahead of the CHOGM meeting and should consider
adopting a position similar to that of the Canadian Prime Minister if Sri Lanka does not meet
human rights expectations. We also argued that engagement is yet to produce tangible
outcomes and time is approaching to consider additional measures as appropriate.
Foreign Minister Carr was generally sympathetic to our pleas; used strongly phrased words
to articulate his understanding of the situation in Sri Lanka; commented that the submission
we made (June 5, 2012) to facilitate the meeting was excellent; openly acknowledged that
we presented our case very well and convincingly and that our case was compelling; and
told us that we have given him suggestions which he would carefully consider and work on.
Meeting Foreign Minister directly to articulate our issues is one of the most important
objectives of our lobbying activities. The fact that we got such an opportunity is a testament
to both the attention and sympathy Tamil issues receive from the international community
and the hard work and trust ATC and others have built with politicians over time. While we
have no illusion that our requests will be simply acted upon, the fact that we got a chance
to articulate our issues in a convincing manner to the Foreign Minister of our country is a
greatly satisfying outcome.
12. Campaigning for the Welfare of Asylum Seekers:
One of our Executive Officers, in collaboration with volunteers from different organisations,
is actively involved in arranging legal assistance to asylum seekers. In addition, we are
also involved in political advocacy on behalf of asylum seekers by raising these issues with
Parliamentarians and government officials. The fate of the ASIO rejected refugees (around
fifty in total) and the risks of returning rejected refugee claimants to Sri Lanka (the first Tamil
person was sent back on July 25, 2012) are the two issues we were heavily focussed on.
Our officer, as a part of a larger group of delegates, had an opportunity to raise these issues
with Minister Chris Bowen and an advisor to Minister Nicola Roxon (May 30, 2012). A few
of our friendly Parliamentarians also raised these issues with Chris Bowen, and conveyed
theirs and our community’s concerns to the Minister. It appears that the Government is
considering options to deal with those not cleared by ASIO, whereas the issue of not returning
the rejected Tamil asylum seekers until the right time has been a difficult issue so far.
Significant increase in the number of asylum seekers arriving by boat (a high proportion from
Sri Lanka) and the political deadlock between both major parties have made this once again
a major issue during June – August 2012. A few of our officers are actively involved with
Labour for Refugees, and this involvement has been highly effective in facilitating contacts
with high-level policy makers. Through this initiative, a detailed submission was made to
all Labour Parliamentarians (July 3, 2012). In addition, an ATC representative was given
an opportunity to address Prime Minister’s Expert Panel on Asylum Seeker issue (July 19,
2012), and we also provided a written submission arguing for a twin approach by taking
into consideration regional solution and push factors. While we are disappointed with the
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Government’s new policy on opening off-shore processing centres in Pacific Islands, we are
satisfied that the Government has significantly increased the yearly quota of refuge intake.
Recent statement from the Shadow Minister Julie Bishop (also supported by Shadow
Minister Scott Morrison and the Leader of the Opposition Tony Abbott) that all Sri Lankan
asylum seekers should be sent back before they get access to Australian legal system are
deeply troubling and viewed by us as not only immoral, but also in clear violation of the UN
Refugee Convention. We made a strong submission (Sept. 14, 2012) to the concerned
leaders articulating the views of our community and are working with our friendly Opposition
Parliamentarians on this issue. Julie Owens MP in a Parliamentary speech on Sept. 12,
2012, strongly criticised the coalition proposal and indicated her willingness to stand with the
Tamil community on this issue (we sent an appreciation letter to her on Sept. 14, 2012). One
of our Executive Officers, who is a member of the newly formed Sub-continent Ministerial
Consultative Committee (MCC), raised this as well as other refugee related issues in the
presence of Ministers Chris Bowen and Kate Lundy, and eight other Labour Parliamentarians
(Sept. 10, 2012).
13. Ground Realities of the North-East and Human Rights Violations in Sri Lanka:
The attempts by the Government of Sri Lanka to change the demography and cultural
identity of the Tamil homeland through heavy militarisation, state-backed colonisation and
erecting of symbols of Sinhala-Buddhism pose a serious existential threat for the Tamils
living in the North-East of Sri Lanka. These issues were constantly highlighted during
lobbying. The reports prepared by INGOs such as International Crisis Group and Minority
Group International, as well as reports submitted to the Sri Lankan Parliament by TNA MPs
were used for this purpose. In particular, a Parliamentary submission, “Situation Report:
North-East Sri Lanka”, by Sumanthiran MP was used extensively. The Executive Summary
with an introductory letter was sent to all MPs and eminent people, and the full report was
provided to selected MPs and DFAT officials (Nov. 22, 2011).
We also highlighted the serious governance and rule-of-law issues faced by all communities
in Sri Lanka, during lobbying. We made a submission on enforced disappearances
addressed to Foreign Minister, Shadow Foreign Minister, DFAT officials and to all concerned
Parliamentarians (86 in total) on April 20, 2012, highlighting the abduction of an Australian
citizen, Kumar Gunaratnam. Later we sent an appreciation letter to the Australian High
Commissioner in Sri Lanka and DFAT officials for their role on the release of Mr. Gunaratnam
and his Sri Lankan colleague (April 26, 2012). We also sent a letter to all concerned
Parliamentarians and DFAT officials notifying the attack on a mosque and other similar
incidents with Hindu and Christian places of worship as well as general religious intolerance
condoned by the state (April 30, 2012).
14. Submissions and Letters (Australian and International):
We have a small team that does the research and prepare high quality submissions to
Ministers, Parliamentarians and Government Officials. Several such submissions have
been mentioned in different sections of this report. The following few submissions were
also made:
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a.

To Ms. Christine Lagarde, Managing Director of IMF (Sept. 20, 2011). The
submission urged the IMF to undertake a rigorous and independent review of the
loan thus far with regard to the initially agreed intent and commitments and urged
the IMF to condemn the increased military spending by Sri Lanka, which was not
justifiable in a post war scenario.

b.

To Defense Minister, Stephen Smith, asking Australia to decline the invitation to
attend “Galle Dialogue 2011” maritime conference took place on 14-15 November
2011. Similar letters were also sent to all 25 invited governments.

c.

A brief letter was sent to all Federal and State Parliamentarians and Human Rights,
Academic and Church leaders alerting the release of the second UK Channel 4
video “Sri Lanka’s Killing Fields - War Crimes Unpunished” (March 16, 2012).

d.

To the Senate Foreign Affairs, Defense and Trade References Committee for their
inquiry on ‘Indian Ocean Region and Australia’s Foreign, Trade and Defense
Policy’ (April 2, 2012), which argued the case for adopting ‘human rights value
based assessment of trade between Australia and Sri Lanka’.

e.

A thank you letter was hand-delivered to retired Greens Leader Bob Brown during
a farewell function in Sydney (June 14, 2012).

15. Engagement with TNA and the Visit by Sumanthiran MP:
TNA has consolidated their place as the authentic representatives of the Tamil people
through repeated election victories and have gained some recognition from several countries
including Australia. Our engagement with TNA helps with our advocacy role in Australia,
and a recent visit by Sumanthiran MP was effectively used to articulate Tamil concerns
to Australian Parliamentarians and Govt. officials. We arranged meetings with (1) DFAT
officials in Canberra (March 30, 2012); (2) seven Parliamentarians in Melbourne - Martin
Ferguson, Harry Jenkins, Maria Vamvakinou, Laura Smyth, John Madigan, Kevin Andrews
and Alan Griffin (April 11 & 13, 2012); and (3) Hon. John Dowd and five Parliamentarians in
Sydney - Laurie Ferguson, Philip Ruddock, John Murphy, Michelle Rowland and Chris Hays
(April 12, 2012).
Sumanthiran MP effectively conveyed the concerns of the Tamil community to the
Parliamentarians and Govt. officials. The issues discussed included (1) resettlement,
heavy military presence and lack of will to implement constructive measures including
LLRC recommendations; (2) general human rights conditions including political prisoners
and abductions; (3) TNA’s stance on political solution and current impasse on the talks;
(4) monitoring implementation of the UNHRC resolution with emphasis on independent
investigation, and the significance of up-coming two UNHRC sessions and the CHOGM
2013 summit in this regard and (5) participation and raising the issues at the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association meeting to be held in September 2012 in Sri Lanka. A wellattended public meeting with interactive question and answer session was held in Melbourne
(April 13, 2012).
With the twin objectives of countering the international pressure they face and weakening
the political position of the Tamils, the Sri Lankan Govt. called for early elections for the
Eastern Provincial Council (Sept. 8, 2012). TNA doing well in these elections was important.
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TNA seriously lacks resources and often contest elections under physical threat. Therefore
we launched a fund-raising campaign where the donations provided by interested members
and others were used for this purpose. TNA performed very well in these elections by
securing the large majority of Tamil votes, and we are glad that we could make a small
contribution in this effort.
16. Screening of Documentary “Silenced Voices”:
Our intention is to have at least one high profile event per year targeting important
Australians as well as members from our community. This year (2012), we screened the
acclaimed documentary ‘Silenced Voices”, highlighting the dangers faced by journalists in
Sri Lanka and the difficulties faced by exiled journalists in foreign countries. We also invited
the Norwegian filmmaker of the documentary (Ms. Beate Arnestad) and three journalists
whose stories were covered in the film. Two screenings were targeted mainly at Australian
audience – the Sydney event (Sept. 5, 2012) co-hosted by the Centre of Peace and Conflict
Studies (of the University of Sydney) and NSW Young Lawyers, was attended by around
150, and the Melbourne event (Sept. 6, 2012) attended by around 100 were co-hosted by
the Human Rights Law Centre (of the University of Melbourne) and the Medical Association
for Prevention of War. The attendees included Parliamentarians, academics, lawyers and
journalists. More than 600 people attended a separate Sydney event targeting mainly
Tamils as well as others interested in the issue. In addition to powerfully articulating the
issues faced by Tamils to wider Australian audience, such events are important to convey
to our people the multi-faceted nature of the problems faced by different communities living
in Sri Lanka.
17. Engagement with Progressive Forces from the South:
We are increasingly focused on engagement with progressive forces from the South Sri
Lanka (human rights, civil society and political). Some of our recent initiatives in this aspect
were: invited Siritunga Jayasuriya of the United Socialist Party as the Chief Guest for ATC
dinner (Melbourne - Feb. 4, 2012); arranged meetings with Basil Fernando of the Asian
Human Rights Commission and Brito Fernando of the Platform for Freedom (Melbourne March 27, 2012), and Ranath Kumarasinghe of the NSSP (Sydney – April 13, 2012). We
also met and discussed Tamil and Sri Lankan issues with the visiting Sri Lankan MP Ajith
Kumara and Kumar Gunaratnam of the Frontline Socialist Party (June 27, 2012 in Sydney
and July 2, 2012 in Melbourne).
18. Campaigning Activities targeting India and other Countries:
Most of our campaigning targeting India (politicians, media and the public) were conducted
through our contributions to GTF. In addition, our representatives met senior Indian
academics and policy makers who participated in the Australia-India Institute Conference
“The Reluctant Superpower: Understanding India and its Aspirations” (Sept. 22-23, 2011),
and the discussions were aimed at seeking their input in articulating a realistic political
solution that could be promoted to Indian leaders and the establishment. We also discussed
our issues with a visiting Indian dignitary (Tamilaruvi Manian – July 1, 2012) and sought
his guidance in improving our relationship with Tamil Nadu and other states, and working
towards a political solution.
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19. GTF Related Activities:
We continue to play a major role in setting the policies of the GTF and make significant
financial contributions towards its operation. The following few points illustrate our active
involvement with GTF:
a.

GTF has adopted a four-pillar program which deals with arriving at a common
Tamil political position, taking war crimes initiatives to the next stage, engagement
with Southern civil society, and humanitarian programs. We have been actively
contributing to these programs as they develop.

b.

One of our officers represented ATC in a meeting held in London with the late
South African Minister Mr. Roy Padaiachy.

c.

Our member was a part of the GTF delegation that attended ANC centenary
celebrations in Jan. 2012 and met with a few South African politicians, ANC
leaders and Human Rights champions.

d.

Actively involved in preparing GTF and other Joint Tamil submissions (e.g., appeal
to United Nations Secretary General on Independent Investigation, submission
related to UNHRC resolution, etc), press releases, and messages to the Tamil
community related to New Year’s Day, Remembrance Day etc.

20. Strategic Direction and Priorities:
Thirty participants representing ATC and various other organisations attended a meeting
(July 14, 2012) to map out a clear direction for ATC to follow for the forthcoming one to two
years. The decision was to continue with the same overall political strategy, which involves
(1) ‘collaboration’ (in Australia, working with other organisations and individuals with similar
interests and goals, and internationally, actively contributing to the direction and programs
of GTF); (2) ‘engagement’ (with the elected representatives of Tamil People, presently TNA)
and (3) ‘applying coordinated international pressure’ (political lobbying with additional vigor
and purpose with targeted outcomes, spending substantial resources on accountability
related issues, adopting targeted boycott initiatives if deemed appropriate, and exploring
the possibilities of approaching India). Issues identified for special focus and actions were
demilitarization and land grab; engagement with women’s groups and progressive forces
from the South; UNHRC review and CHOGM 2013 non-participation strategies; and LiberalNational strategy. Sub-committees will be appointed to work on each of these areas and
interested people are encouraged to join these sub-committees.
Significant Positive Outcomes and Future Activities
Tamils as a community face serious existential threat in their traditional homeland, a process
accelerated by militarization, land grab, serious human rights abuses, lawlessness and lack
of economic opportunities. Achieving meaningful self-rule arrangements that would help
maintain their cultural, economic and social identity presents a major challenge. However,
significant positive developments have also taken place during the last one to two years,
which give us hope to achieve better outcomes for our people in the future. Some of these
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developments worth highlighting are:
1.

The International Community increasingly recognises continuing dishonest and
chauvinistic approach followed by the Sri Lankan government, and is prepared to
engage with the Tamil community living inside and outside Sri Lanka to bring about
better outcomes for the Tamil people and all people in Sri Lanka.

2.

Deplorable human rights violations (including war crimes and crimes against humanity)
tolerated and practiced in Sri Lanka provides a strategic leverage for meaningful external
intervention, particularly from the West. The recent adoption of the US-initiated, Indiasupported UNHRC resolution is a significant development in this regard.

3.

The forceful articulation of Tamil issues by both major parties of Tamil Nadu and the
genuine sympathy among the people of that state, and increasing awareness, sympathy
and solidarity from Indian national politicians, media and people are re-emerging as an
important factor in resolving the Tamil problem in Sri Lanka.

4.

Despite huge losses suffered during the war and the terrible oppression they still face,
political consciousness and quest for equality, justice and dignity is alive and strong
among Tamils living in the island of Sri Lanka. This spirit reflects in the Tamil political
(TNA) and civil society leadership, which is growing in legitimacy through repeated
election victories and international recognition.

5.

ATC has earned the recognition as an important and trusted representative organisation
of the Tamils in Australia, which is evident from our activities and outcomes presented
in this report. We are in a position to articulate our issues at the highest levels of
the Government and are working towards achieving incremental policy shift in our
adopted country. In fact, Australian foreign policy position on Sri Lanka has changed
significantly over the last two years, from that of “not openly criticising, and claiming
that it has better access due to its non-confrontational approach” to one where “its
position is openly articulated and almost indistinguishable from those of US and UK”,
as is evident from Australian co-sponsorship of the US initiated motion in the UNHRC.

Internationally Tamil issues have achieved the necessary traction in terms of their moral
and ethical validity, and carefully coordinated actions by Eelam and Diaspora Tamils are
critical to navigate our struggle through the next phase, which involves both political and
diplomatic strategies. Sri Lankan Government’s new strategy where it wants to engage with
the West and the UN, without undergoing honest transformation will pose new challenges.
ATC’s overall political objectives and strategies are expected to remain the same, but our
immediate focus will be on highlighting the deficiencies on implementing UNHRC resolution,
including with regards to issues such as land grab and lack of civil space for civilians. A wellcrafted lobbying plan needs to be implemented to convince the Australian Government that
they should reconsider attending CHOGM 2013 unless the Sri Lankan Government makes
demonstrable progress in improving human rights and implementing UNHRC resolution.
Possible changes to the Australian political landscape will pose additional challenges, and
good plans and coordinated actions will be needed to prepare for such an eventuality.
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An year to remember....
“Accountability in Sri Lanka: Common Justice in the Commonwealth”
An International Conference at Sheraton On The Park, Sydney

ATC Chairman - Dr Raj Rajeswaran

Hon. John Dowd AO QC
– Australian President,
International Commission
of Jurists

Emeritus Prof Ivan Shearer
AM RFD- Retired Professor
of International Law

Mr Sisa Njikelana-Member of
Parliament (African National
Congress)- Republic of South Africa
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GTF President - Rev Dr S J Emmanuel

Assoc. Prof. Jake Lynch
-Director, Centre for Peace
and Conflict Studies,
University of Sydney

Hon Geoffrey Robertson QC

Prof Damien Kingsbury,
Director Centre for
Citizenship, Development
of Human Rights Deakin
University

Hon. Philip Ruddock MP
Member for Berowra
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Pannel of Speakers at the Conferrence

Pannel Discussion with International Speakers

Audience at the Conference - Sheraton On The Park, Sydney
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An year to remember....
‘Silenced Voices - Tales of Sri Lankan Journalists in Exile’ - Dendy Opera Quays, Sydney

[L-R] Chair of the event Prof. Jake Lynch, director of CPACS, Arnestad, Bashana Abeywardane and Lokeesan at Sydney screening

Hon. John Dowd AO QC Mr .Gordon Weiss

30

Michelle Rowland MP, among the audience, at Sydney screening
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‘Silenced Voices - Tales of Sri Lankan Journalists in Exile’ - Riverside, Parramatta

‘Silenced Voices - Tales of Sri Lankan Journalists in Exile’ - University of Melbourne
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ATC Meetings

ATC Representatives met with Hon. Bob Carr - Foreign Minister
and Michelle Rowland MP - Member for Greenway

ATC Representatives met with Hon. Martin Ferguson MP
former speaker Harry Jenkins MP
Maria Vamvakinou MP

ATC Representative at the Ministerial Consultative Committee
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ATC Public Relations

Press Conference at Parliament House in CanberraDr Sam Pari –National Spokesperson ATC, Mr Peter Arndt , Senator Lee Rhainnon, Prof Jake Lynch-CPACS

Interview with SBS TV
Dr Bala Vigneswaran - Executive Officer, Refugee Affairs

ATC - Annual Report 2011 - 2012

33

Refugee Assistance
Executive Officer -Dr. Bala Vigneswaran
General Background
The war between the Sri Lankan armed forces and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
intensified in the second half of 2008, and reached a decisive end in May 2009. The Sri
Lankan state machinery used all its resources to break the resolve of the Tamil people. Over
forty thousand civilians were killed, and tens of thousands were seriously injured. Tamil
youths were tortured and raped. Over three hundred thousand Tamil people were taken to
internment camps and kept under atrocious conditions. During these activities, thousands of
Tamil people left the Island of Sri Lanka to save their lives from the Sri Lankan armed forces
and the auxiliary groups.
People arriving by boats are allowed to apply for humanitarian protection in Australia.
The claims for refugee status are assessed against the UN Refugee Convention by the
Department of Immigration and Citizenship, and humanitarian protection visas are issued.
The health, behaviour and potential security risk of the applicants are also assessed. Among
the recent arrivals to Australia, the first boat was taken to Christmas Island on 28 June 2009.
The Australian Government, with the support of the Opposition, has decided in August 2012
to transfer the people arriving by boats to Nauru and Papua New Guinea for off shore
processing.
The assistance for the new arrivals to Australia for humanitarian protection can be divided
into two main groupings; (i) assistance for visa holders, and (ii) assistance for hopefuls with
pending applications.
There are a number of challenges for these detainees in terms of immigration advice, legal
support, interpretation, access to documents and access to news. Furthermore, many of
them suffer from mental and physical health issues, in addition to physical and mental trauma
sustained from the conflict they fled in Sri Lanka. There are many women and children are
suffering in this uncertain environment.
Indefinite detention of those who have adverse security assessments
There are at least 50 Tamils, including four women and six children, who have been held
in these Immigration Detention Centres (IDCs), as the Australian Security and Intelligence
Agency (ASIO) has assessed them to be a risk to the security of Australia. This is despite
them being assessed as genuine refugees by the Australian Government and the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). As bonafide refugees, they cannot be
returned to Sri Lanka, however, they cannot be allowed to settle in Australia either because
of the adverse security assessment. The potential court cases are unlikely to resolve this as
ASIO does not have to reveal the reasons for their adverse assessments. A well respected
Melbourne solicitor, Mr. David Manne, has filed a case on behalf of a Tamil refugee with
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adverse security assessment. The High Court has heard the argument and reserved the
decision. The only other option open to these refugees is finding a third country that is
willing to absorb them, however, refugee advocates are not optimistic about this option. A
complaint was made to the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) by a team of
legal and migration professionals, led by Professor Ben Saul, on behalf of the detainees with
adverse security assessments.
Rejection of many Tamil protection visa claims
A large number of applications for humanitarian protection visas have been rejected recently
by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship, including claims from UNHCR mandated
refugees. There are asylum seekers who bear physical scars from torture and gunshot
injuries, among the rejected. These failed applicants have to go through multiple appeals
and a judicial review of the administrative process, and face potential deportation. ATC has
been working closely with the Tamil refugee applicants to go through the legal system. ATC
has been assisting with their legal aid and court applications, facilitating and organising
solicitors and barristers, and coordinating the efforts of refugee activists. Over 24 months,
more than 120 such cases were handled by the ATC and its associates.
At least 20 Tamils who are in the final phase of the humanitarian protection claim with a
potential to be returned to Sri Lanka. ATC is continuing with its advocacy work to ensure
that the protection claimants get access to all available processes. ATC seeks community
assistance to work with these claimants.
Humanitarian protection applicants under community detention and with bridging visas
The Department of Immigration has released most of the humanitarian protection visa
applicants from the immigration detention centres. Most of them were kept under community
detention. Australian Red Cross facilitates the management. Those under community
detention are allowed to live within the community and are allowed to engage in their normal
day-to-day activities but are not allowed to work. Some of the applicants have been issued
with bridging visas. They are not entitled to Centrelink payments, but are allowed to work
and undertake skill development activities.
Settlement Assistance for visa holders
There are a large number of humanitarian visa holders in Perth, Sydney, Melbourne and
Brisbane. They are assisted by the service providers. ATC provides assistance on a case
by case basis, due to lack of resources. A lot can be done in terms of a) housing, b)
skill development, c) language proficiency, d) jobs, e) driver’s licence, f) family reunion,
g) schooling for children, h) computers and mobile phones, i) local transport, and j) social
inclusion.
Recent developments
A humanitarian protection applicant of Tamil background, who was unsuccessful, was returned
to Sri Lanka in July 2012. His return and his subsequent interview were given prominence in
the Australian media. He recanted his claim of torture in that interview. Refugee advocates
maintained that the interview was given under duress by the young Tamil man.
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A number of Australian media outlets covered the Tamil refugee stories from India and Sri
Lanka. While the stories highlighted the plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka, the quality of coverage
about the push factors that cause the people to leave Sri Lanka was not balanced.
Honourable Julie Bishop (Deputy Leader of Opposition) and Honourable Scott Morrison
(Shadow Immigration Minister) suggested that the Sri Lankans should be subjected to
immediate transfer when intercepted back to where they came from. The rejection rate for
Sri Lankan asylum seekers is extremely high, they said. They observed also that the vast
majority proved to be economic migrants and that there was a higher incidence of negative
security assessments by ASIO.
Australia has transferred the first batch of boat arrivals to Nauru for further processing in
September 2012. According to media reports, there were nearly 30 Sri Lankan males in the
first group that arrived in Nauru.
Australian Tamil Congress activities
Australian Tamil Congress is very much in touch with the Tamil detainees in all IDCs.
Members of ATC regularly visit the IDCs in the major cities. In terms of the IDCs in remote
areas, Dr. Bala Vigneswaran (Executive Officer for Refugees and Migrants) travelled to
Christmas Island, Darwin and Scherger. Mr. Krish Illunkgo (Director Queensland) also
visited Scherger.
We make representation to a number of political leaders, including the members of parliament
and the senators to seek an early resolution in humanitarian protection applications. We
regularly discuss refugee issues in the meetings with the senior officials from the Department
of Immigration and Citizenship and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. We also
highlight the plight of the Tamil refugees to United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
ATC facilitates and contributes to the news stories on Tamil refugees and endeavour to
highlight the push factors at every opportunity.
Closing
Tamil refugees arrived by the Randwick boat have completed 39 months in detention. There
are hundreds of young Tamils in detention, community detention and with bridging visas,
with an uncertain future. They require the attention of the members of the broader Tamil
community. ATC works closely with refugee advocates and organisations from Tamil and
mainstream Australian background. Despite our commitment and the best efforts to continue
to work with the humanitarian protection applicants, ATC needs more volunteers to meet the
diverse demand of the new arrivals seeking protection.
Further details regarding the needs of these applicants, ways to assist ATC and the refugees
with their applications can be obtained through Dr. Bala Vigneswaran on bala.vigneswaran@
hotmail.com or 0404 404 777.
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Reports from Secretaries

National Board

Secretary – Mr. Kumaran Arulliah
Annual General Meeting
Our annual general meeting was held in Sydney on Saturday 20th of September 2011. More than
150 people were present at the meeting. NSW Chapter president Mano welcomed the audience. He
briefly outlined the achievements of ATC over the previous year.
The Chairman Dr Rajeswaran then addressed the audience. In his speech he highlighted the
significance of ATC’s growth in stature during the short time since its formation and praised the office
bearers for their hard work and dedication. The Secretary, Kumaran Arulliah, then presented his
report which covered some specifics from the executive committee and board of directors meetings
held during the year.
Director for NSW, Dr. N. Gowripalan presented the treasurer report on behalf of Paul Rajeswaran
who was unable to attend the meeting. The treasurer’s report was followed by comprehensive
presentations from Executive Officers of Public Relations and Strategic Planning.
ATC Operations
New board members were elected from NSW, WA and Victoria for 2011 to 2013 through their
chapter AGMs. Directors were appointed by the board in consultation with the chapter committees
for South Australia and Queensland. The Victorian chapter remained director less through the year.
There were no changes to the other officer bearers in the management team.
In all Board of Directors and the Executive committee held more than 15 meetings over the last
financial year via teleconference. These meetings were mainly focused on strategies, public relations
and selection of appropriate plans of action. ATC carried out many projects during the year and the
highlight was the international conference on human rights held in Sydney which was organised by
ATC and was co-sponsored by the Global Tamil Forum (GTF), Screening of Silenced Voices and War
Crime related projects.
ATC has a major role to play in the current political climate and we will continue to spearhead our
campaign with the help of our dedicated members.
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New South Wales Chapter
Secretary – Mr S J Kanthan

International Conference in Sydney -CHOGM 2011
NSW chapter started the year with plans to hold the CHOGM 2011
conference in Sydney. Members of NSW committee worked closely
with Executive Officers of Administration, Strategic Planning and
Public Relations in organising the event and promoting the conference amongst the NSW
membership.
It was a highly successful conference with packed audience with many eminent persons and
media attending which showed the strength ATC has built in NSW.
ATC Caucus Meeting
Each year ATC has hosted a caucus meeting to discuss issues to shape our identity and
strategies. NSW chapter once again organised a successful caucus meeting which was
very informative and productive and involved wider participation from all spectrum of the
Tamil Community. Not only ATC activists but others who are interested in the growth and
effectiveness of ATC also contributed.
ATC hosting of Silenced Voices- Tales of Exiled Journalist
NSW chapter worked hard promoting and selling over 600 tickets to the event at Parramatta
Riverside Theatres which was organised by the Executive Team. The event received much
needed publicity in the Tamil and mainstream media and involved the participation of the
wider Tamil community in NSW.
A lot of this is down to the untiring work of our committee members and supporters and the
ATC national body who initiated and organised the two events in NSW.
Political lobbying
The highlight for the NSW political team was organising a meeting with Foreign Minister Hon
Bob Carr which was facilitated by Michelle Rowland MP- Member for Greenway and Sub
Continent Friends of Labor.
NSW Political team has been tirelessly lobbying the state and federal parliamentarians.
We also work closely with other organisations such as Australian Council of Trade Unions
(ACTU), Churches and Sub Continent Friends of Labor, Labor for Refugees.
This year we have extended our network by meeting
o
o
o
o
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Senator Doug Cameron
Senator John Faulkner
Mr Chris Hayes MP- Member for
Ms Louis Markus MP- Member for
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When Mr M A Sumanthiran MP (Tamil National Alliance) visited Australia, the political team in
NSW organised several meetings with parliamentarians and eminent persons and facilitated
his meetings in Canberra.
Based on an initiative by several Sydney Tamil organisations, a thank you letter addressed
to the leaders of the countries that voted for the UNHRC resolution and a DVD with both
Channel 4 videos were personally delivered (April 11, 2012) by two of our members to 19
Embassies in Canberra (India, USA, Spain, Belgium, Norway, Poland, Mexico, UK, Canada,
Hungary, Mauritius, Libya, Chile, Czech Republic, Romania, Italy, Austria, Switzerland and
Uruguay).
We look forward to working with all our members for yet another eventful and continue in
our crusade for justice and equality for Tamils living in their homeland.

MS Michelle Rowland MP - Member for Greenway
with Dr N Gowripalan - Director ATC, NSW

Mr Ed Husic MP - Member for Chifley
with Mr Siva Sivasubramaniam
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Mr Nathan Rees MP - Member for Toongabbie
with Dr S Ragavan
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Queensland Chapter
Secretary – Mr. Yogi Srikantha

“Even if things don’t unfold the way you expected, don’t be
disheartened or give up. One who continues to advance will win
in the end.” ― Daisaku Ikeda
General Advocacy:
Our general advocacy work is focused around the following:
1. To seek justice and redress for human rights violations in Sri Lanka;
2. Asylum seekers
3. Build stakeholders relationships;
4. The expansion of media exposure to the issues in Sri Lanka to raise awareness
among the wider community; and
5. Support for GTF and TNA.
ATC continues to work on policies based on TNA’s homeland realities and GTF’s Diaspora
expectations.
Locally we meet federal parliamentarians, Ministers ( Immigration, shadow Immigration,
Foreign Minister, Multicultural Affairs Minister to name few in Brisbane), and moderate
Human Rights groups to explain the ground realities faced by Tamil community in Sri Lanka.
ATC QLD is invited by the DFAT and DIAC on regular basis both at federal and state level
meetings for community input and updates.
During this year we have made several submissions to various Australian Parliamentary
inquiries submissions and were invited to appear at the relevant inquiry:
• Australian Multiculturalism – Joint Standing Committee for Migration in July 2011
• Immigration Detention Network – Joint Select Committee inquiry in December 2011
• Human Rights Subcommittee – Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and
Trade in March 2012
• Inquiry into the Indian Ocean region and Australia’s foreign, trade and defence policy
in April 2012
• Submission on Expert Panel on Asylum Seekers, called by Australian PM in July
2012
One of the outcome from our submission to is that Human Rights Sub Committee has now
included in its recommendations the need for formal human rights dialogue with Sri Lankan
Government. (See extract below)
Recommendation 10
The Committee recommends that the Australian Government should make
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representations to the Sri Lankan Government to open a formal human rights
dialogue. A human rights technical cooperation program should also be established
in conjunction with the dialogue.
We actively work with QLD Human Rights group in strategic partnership and made ally
in expressing Tamil concerns at right levels. Amnesty, ICJ, Australian Lawyers for HR, Sri
Lanka Justice Forum etc
During this year we also had dialogue with some international community groups and political
activist from India, Western Papua, and East Timor, etc.
Asylum seeker and new arrivals activities
Our activities in relation to asylum seekers from our community in QLD include:
• Getting sufficient Sri Lankan Tamil Interpreters
• Assisting the IMR rejected individuals/family to find legal assistance
• Getting jobs to those who have Bridging Visa or PR.
We work on various areas on this issue with related institutions to take appropriate actions.
Participate and involve in various activities with wider community groups on asylum seeker /
refugee issues – MDA, RAC, Brisbane Refugee Network, and Labor for Refugees etc.
ATC initiate and participate in refugee settlement activities:
• Teach English to new arrivals
• Visits to Brisbane, Scherger Immigration detention centres and assist in counselling,
setting up prayer centres, help in application cases etc
• Counselling those boys and families in hospitals in Brisbane etc.
We actively involved in the PM’s Taskforce set on ‘Asylum seeker’ by way of submission and
papering in the 3 member panel at Sydney to tell the Tamil side of the facts. Also we have
represented on behalf of the Australian Tamils on 13th of August at Canberra, invitation by
PM for the launch and parliamentary debate on the Task Force Submission.

Mr Yogi Srikantha - President ATC Queensland
with Thamil Aruvi Manian
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South Australia Chapter
Secretary – Ms. Shankari Wijendra

For this financial year ATC- South Australia Chapter has been involved
in a variety of activities: to raise funds, help refuges, highlight the war
crimes committed and other related issues in Sri Lanka. A few of the
activities that were undertaken this financial year are highlighted in this
report. Regular monthly chapter meetings were held throughout the
year. During the year, Mr. A.S. Jeyakkumar was appointed as the Director representing SA.
Fundraising Events and other activities
Four fundraising activities such as ABC Car Park capers and movie nights were held throughout
the year and a total of $1458 was raised. Funds from these events were mostly allocated to
refugee related activities.
To remember those who perished as a result of the war, three events were jointly organised by
ATC-South Australia Chapter and Ceylon Tamil Association: a Hindu prayer at Ganesha Temple
(18 May), Tree Planting activity at the Auldana Nature Reverse (20 May) and Church service
(25 May). At the Temple ceremony, 18 residents from the Inverbrackie detention centre and 20
community detainees all of whom who were in conflict zone in 2009 and many others attended.
For the Tamil National Alliance website development, South Australia raised $1000.
Refugees and Migrants
SA chapter has been continuing to work in partnership with the Ceylon Tamil Association to link
Tamil refugees to the community and support them in settling down in South Australia. A number
of them who were released into the community has been granted Permanent residency and they
have integrated well and are helping each other.
SA chapter has been supporting Tamil detainees in the Inverbrackie Centre by organizing regular
Hindu prayer meetings, providing them with regular social contact and purchasing special
provisions on their requests.
We supported detainees released on bridging visa as well as new migrants coming on other
types of visa to find employment, accommodation and helped them with making contacts with
established community members.
Advocacy
ATC-South Australia Chapter has been working tirelessly with other Tamil organisations to raise
awareness of what is happening in Sri Lanka, especially highlighting the war crimes committed by
the Government of Sri Lanka and other related issues to both state and federal political leaders. We
met with Nick Champion who is the chairman of the Subcommittee on Foreign Affairs of the Joint
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade. He has shown great understanding
and willingness to pursue this matter further, which will be followed up in the future with national
assistance from ATC.
The size of our community has not deterred us from carrying out numerous activities over a wide
spectrum through their support and hope that our members will continue to support ATC both
financially and through providing some of their time to achieve the aspirations of our people in our
former homeland.

42

ATC - Annual Report 2011 - 2012

Victoria Chapter
Secretary – Dr. Mohan

Last year the Victorian Chapter engaged successfully with
members, intellectuals, human rights defenders and politicians
on the main objectives of the ATC.
Annual dinner:
One of the significant events last year was the annual dinner with the wider community. Over
450 people attended the dinner, including members of parliament, academics, journalists,
human rights activists and community leaders from various communities. Australian Council
of Trade Union President, Ms Ged Kearney, was the chief guest on the night. Prof. Patrick
McGorry, Professor of Youth Mental Health at the University of Melbourne and 2010 Australian
of the Year, delivered the key note speech. The presence of many prominent people and
their observation that the ATC is on the right track was very encouraging.
Political Lobbying:
ATC Victoria Political Team had lobbied a number of local and federal politicians as well as
academics, human rights activists and Trade Unionists to highlight the true ground situation
of the Tamils in the north-east of Sri Lanka as well as the threat to life faced by journalists
and academics who speak out against the government of Sri Lanka.
Visiting parliamentarians and political figures sympathetic to our cause for political autonomy
were facilitated to meet several state and federal parliamentarians. Prominent among them
was Hon M. A. Sumanthiran MP from Sri Lanka. They also addressed public forums and
gave radio interviews in the local media drawing attention to the delicate path being taken
to achieve our political ends.
Throughout the year, ATC Victoria has positively engaged and interacted with the following
politicians and dignitaries in furtherance of our cause:
1. Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran MP, Tamil National Alliance, Sri Lanka.
2. Dr. Basil Fernando, Director, Asian Human Rights Commission, Honk Kong.
3. Mr Brito Fernando, President, Right to Life; and Co-Convenor of Platform for
Freedom, Sri Lanka
4. Mr. Ranath Kumarasinghe, National Sama Samaja Party, Sri Lanka.
5. Mr. Sritunga Jayasuriya, General Secretary, United Socialist Party, Sri Lanka.
6. Kelly O Dwyer MP, Federal Member for Higgins, Chair of Coalitions Foreign Affairs,
Defence and Trade Committee.
7. Prof. Tim McCormack – Professor of Law at the Melbourne Law School and
the Special Adviser on International Humanitarian Law to the prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court in The Hague.
8. Mr. Rob Stary QC.
9. Hon. Martin Ferguson M.P., Minister for Resources.
10. Senator Lee Rhiannon, Australian Greens Senator for New South Wales.
11. Hon. Joshua Frydenberg MP, Member for Kooyong, Former advisor to Alexander
Downer (Former Foreign Minister) and Senior Advisor to Former Prime Minister
John Howard.
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12. ALP Commonwealth and Federal Relations Policy Committee.
13. Hon Kevin Andrews MP, Shadow Minister for Families, Housing and Human Services.
14. Hon Alan Griffin MP, Federal Member for Bruce.
15. Professor Joseph Camilleri – Director, Centre for Dialogue, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Latrobe University.
16. Hon. Maria Vamvakinou MP, Federal Member for Calwell.
17. Senator Helen Kroger, Liberal Senator for Victoria.
18. Hon Kelvin Thomson MP, Federal Member for Wills.
19. Prof. Paul Komesaroff – Executive Director of Global Reconciliation; Physician,
Medical Researcher and Philosopher at Monash University;
Prof. Suresh Sundram – Associate Professor of Psychiatry at University of Melbourne;
Laboratory Head, Mental Health Research Institute.
20. Rev. Fr. Emmanual – President GTF and Mr. Suren Surendran – Spokesman for
GTF.
One of the significant advancement made by the Victorian Chapter was developing a close
affiliation with academics from the major universities in Victoria. We sought advice and
guidance on crucial matters and partnered with renowned academics and intellectuals to
bring awareness of the plight of the Tamil People. The Victorian Chapter played an important
role during the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Perth by bringing attention
to the wider Australian community of the human rights situation in Sri Lanka, including the
interview by the former Prime Minister Hon Malcolm Fraser on ABC Dateline.  
Victorian ATC political representative and Mr Rob Stary QC attended the Commonwealth
Affairs and Federal Relations Policy Committee meeting and addressed the committee
on the history of Tamils freedom struggle and the political situation prevailing in the country.
Victorian ATC members worked hard to pass a resolution at the Victorian Young Liberal
Conference and the Victorian Labour Foreign Relations Committee. Both attempts were
successful and received unanimous support from their respective members. We have
encouraged our members to participate in main stream politics by becoming party members.
As a result significant number of our members have joined as members of major Australian
Political Parties. ATC members also attended many events representing the Victorian
Tamil Community such as Multicultural Nights and other community functions. ATC Victoria
believes it is important to engage with other communities and enhance greater cooperation
and working relationship to move beyond our circle and work with other members of Victoria’s
diverse and multicultural society.
ATC also believes in garnering bipartisan political support for the emancipation of our
people. In line with this principle ATC Victoria members and representatives attended the
Liberal Party Multicultural Dinner last month which helped networking with other prominent
community leaders, particularly Indians, Chinese, Eritreans, Koreans and Sudanese.
Australian Tamil Congress also hosted the premiering of award winning documentary
“Silenced Voices: Tales of Sri Lankan Journalists in Exile”. This was followed by a panel
discussion with the Norwegian director as well as the two journalists living in exile who
featured in the film. The screening was co-hosted by the Human Rights Law Centre,
Medical Associations for the Prevention of War and the Institute for International Law and
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Humanities. The screening was well attended by parliamentarians, political, law and journalism
students. It was chaired by Professor Chris Nash, Head of the Journalism Faculty at Monash
University. The event also received significant media coverage.
Humanitarian work:
ATC Victoria members periodically visited new arrivals of refugee claimants and attended to
their needs. We distributed computers, toys, bicycle, books and other household items to
a group of new arrivals; some of them were under community detention with bridging visas.
Services such as transport, medical attention, etc, and in some cases accommodations were
also arranged for the new arrivals through direct and indirect means.
We also supported fund raising activities of local organizations for humanitarian projects in the
north and east of Sri Lanka.
Funding of major events:
ATC Victoria partly financed the Tamil National Alliance’s website and election campaigns
for both the Local Council elections held in March as well as the Eastern Provincial Council
elections held this month.
ATC Victorian members also contributed funds to the tune of $10,000.00 for the joint ATC/GTF
international conference held in October 2011 to explore issues of human rights, equality and
accountability in Sri Lanka. Senior delegates from the International Community, Government
Ministers, representatives from international human rights groups, journalists and academics,
as well as representatives from the Tamil, Sinhala and Muslim communities in Sri Lanka
attended.

Prof. Mcgorry, Ms. Ged Kearny (ACTU), Mr Jude Prakash & Mr Adrian Sinnappu at ATC Fundraising dinner

ATC Reps. Dr. E. Kanapathipillai and Dr. Srithar with Mr Russell Broadbent MP - Member for Mc Millan

ATC - Annual Report 2011 - 2012

45

Western Australia Chapter
Secretary – Mr. P.A. Subramaniam

Although we have still not and will never forget the terrible
memories of the Disaster of May 2009, we are yet realising the
need to understand what went wrong in May 2009 and the need
to formulate and follow up in practice, the necessary Future
Course of Action. We have taken few small steps and while that
may give us some satisfaction, we certainly have not lived up to Our Collective Capacity and
that causes a feeling of concern and even dismay.
During the year under Review ATC WA has held regular committee meetings once a month
followed by discussion sessions with members and non-members in order to encourage
wider participation. We have sponsored number of activities and also endorsed other
activities initiated by other organisations. In all, the Activities we were involved include:
1) Protest against CHOGM shielding War Criminals in the Perth City on 28.10.2011
2) Harmony Day 2012 on 18th March 2012 at the Kardinya Community Centre with the
Financial Assistance of Melville City Council promoting Multicultural Development
and Solidarity among Communities in Perth.
3) Remembrance Day 2012 on 19th May 2012 in the Manning City Hall remembering the
more than 500,000 killed during the Genocide of Tamils in Sri Lanka and deliberating
on the Way Ahead along with friendly non-Tamil Organisations in Perth.
4) Participated in the World Refugee day in the Perth City on 16th June 2012 organised
by Pro Refugee Organisations where Mr. Rama Somasundaram spoke on behalf of
our community.
5) In the continuing spirit of working with the “Wider Australian Community” for the
advancement of our Goals as well as their Goals, ATC endorsed a Public Meeting on
the 1st of September 2012 at the Freemantle City Council Function Room. Dr Brian
Senewiratne was the guest speaker. Dr Rajeswaran also spoke at the meeting which
was very well attended.
6) The WA Chapter is in the process of creating a Refugee Development Group to be
sponsored by both ATC WA and the Ilankai Tamil Sangam (ITS) so that coordination
work between the Community and organisations like the RRAN and Carad will be
more productive.
7) A new organisation known as “Action for Human Rights in Tamil Eelam and Sri Lanka”
is being formed in WA with the support of ATC, ITS and many non-Tamils lead by nonTamils. The organisation has a focus on the following:
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Boycott CHOGM 2013 campaign



Action against the call by the federal opposition to return asylum seekers
directly to Sri Lanka.



Identification of new Campaign methods and mediums to get the message
across to the wider public.
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Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer – Mr. Paul Rajeswaran
The 2011/12 financial year has been a busy and exciting period for the Australian Tamil
Congress in all states and territories of Australia.
We started the year with the International Conference on “Human Rights in Sri Lanka” held in
Sydney with delegates attending from all corners of the globe, and bid farewell to 2011 with
a member’s information evening and dinner function in Melbourne with nearly four hundred
members attending. Other important political events were also organised in Queensland,
Western Australia and South Australia.
A significant part of the funding for these events was derived from voluntary donations from
members. Furthermore, revenue derived from membership renewals has remained stable
relative to the previous financial year. Regrettably, however, it must be noted that the rate of
new membership subscriptions has declined over the same period. Nevertheless, the ATC
will work hard to reverse this decline in the coming financial year’s
Our spending this year was focussed on special projects such as the international conference
in Sydney, providing funding to global initiatives via Global Tamil Forum (GTF) and other
political meetings ATC has never stopped in doing any special events or projects because
of lack of funding. We have always been confident our community in these three years of
operation knows the importance of this current phase of our struggle and role of ATC. Our
valuable members have generously supported our projects.
We would like to put on record our grateful thanks to the whole Tamil Community in Australia
for their commitment and continued support of this organisation.
Moreover, our organisation would amount to nothing if it wasn’t for the dedication of the
management committees in each of the states. The amount of hard work goes into organising
such events by these honorary office bearers is appreciated by us all.

Paul Rajeswaran
22 Sept 2012
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