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The six decades of discrimina-
tion against Tamils in Sri 
Lanka reached genocidal pro-
portions at the beginning of 
this year. The final offensive 
against the LTTE was used as 
a cover up to kill tens of thou-
sands of innocent Tamil civil-
ians.  But it is an undeniable 
fact that the plight of Tamils 
has finally caught the atten-
tion of the international com-
munity after years of effort. 
Through their sacrifices, our 
camouflaged- and plain-
clothed martyr’s have 
achieved what we all have 
been trying to achieve for the 

past six decades. Our struggle 
has taken a new form with the 
Tamil Diaspora at the fore-
front. There are many chal-
lenges ahead of us. But the 
foremost are those of estab-
lishing a safe and stable liveli-
hood for our brethren who 
have suffered enormous hard-
ships over the past sixty years, 
helping those in custody with-
out any formal charges and 
holding the perpetrators of 
war crimes committed against 
innocent Tamil civilians and 
LTTE fighters accountable 
for their actions. 
The events of World War II 
showed the horrific conse-

quences of the absence of the 
protection of civilians, leading 
to the adoption of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention in 1949 
dealing with the laws of 
armed conflict. State signato-
ries to the Convention are 
obliged to enforce and ensure 
the respect of international 
humanitarian law, or the law 
of armed conflict. 
Although we all have known 
all along that many war crimes 
have been committed in Sri 
Lanka over the past six dec-
ades and especially in the bat-
tlefields of Vanni, the evi-
dence is now starting to 
emerge about many of those 

Editorial 

Martyrs and War Criminals 
incidents. A video obtained 
and broadcasted by Channel 4 
in August showed the footage 
of naked, bound and blind-
folded Tamils being brutally 
executed by Sri Lankan sol-
diers.  As always the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka denied any 
wrong-doing on the part of 
the armed forces and ques-
tioned the credibility of the 
video.  But forensic analysis 
done on the video by a US-
based forensic company spon-
sored by the US-based pres-
sure group Tamils Against 
Genocide concluded that the 
execution video was authen-
tic. In addition, Grant 
Fredericks, an independent 
expert in forensic analysis, has 
examined the video at the 
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Dear ATC members and po-
tential members,  
It has been a very challenging 
four months since the inaugu-
ration of the Australian Tamil 
Congress (ATC) in August this 
year. ATC was formed as a 
political organisation to work 
towards winning the rights of 
our kith and kin in the North 
East of the island of Sri Lanka 
and to elevate the status of all 
Tamils around the globe 
through political and economic 
empowerment achieved 
through democratic means.  
ATC encourages the positive 
participation of Tamils in our 
Australian society, highlights 
issues of importance to Tamils, 
upholds core Australian values 
and encourages other commu-
nities, governments and organi-
sations in addressing the socio-
cultural and political concerns 
of Tamils in Sri Lanka.  
For the first time, we were able 

to secure professional advice 
on campaign planning, political 
lobbying, timely transmission 
of important information to 
media and securing access to 
printed media, radio and televi-
sion. We have discovered me-
dia personalities, letter writing 
specialists both in Tamil and 
English, political analysts and 
researchers all from our com-
munity in Australia. Most of 
these individuals have never 
been involved with any organi-
sations or participated in these 
sorts of activities. This is a true 
testament to the grassroots 
support ATC has. We have 
also been successful in break-
ing the age barriers.  
Everyone in ATC is equal and 
everyone contributes towards 
our goal of achieving our unde-
niable right to self determina-
tion.  
The issues we have been focus-
ing on thus far have been (a) 

300,000 Tamil Internally Dis-
placed Persons (IDPs) impris-
oned by the military without 
proper nutrition, shelter and 
sanitation and without access 
to outside contacts (b) human 
rights abuses perpetrated on 
our community and blatant 
breaches of UN Conventions 
by the Sri Lankan government 
and (c) the future economic 
development and self-
determination of the Tamil 
people in Sri Lanka.  
While these are not short term 
goals we still have managed 
great inroads into laying the 
foundation to achieve our goals 
in the long term and bring 
some relief to our people in the 
near term. We have been can-
vassing heavily to get the Aus-
tralian government to accept 
more Tamil refugees.  
While we can be proud of what 
we have achieved within the 
last four months, we are not 
naïve in thinking that we are in 
good shape. We still have not 
passed the 2,000 membership 

mark and our goal of 5,000 
seems a long way away. Never-
theless, I have complete faith 
in our community and am very 
confident that we will get 
there.  
We are coming to the end of 
the most horrific year in Tamil 
history and a year no one 
should ever forget. We owe so 
much to all those brave souls 
who sacrificed their lives to get 
our freedom and dignity and 
those civilians who sacrificed 
their lives in standing beside 
our valiant heroes. They did 
not lose the war but only the 
battle and handed over the 
responsibility to us, the Tamil 
Diaspora, to find a new path to 
carry on the struggle and 
achieve our freedom. This is 
what ATC has taken on and we 
need all your support if we are 
going to achieve what is our 
right.  
Have a pleasant festive season 
and pray for those who had left 
us standing up for justice in 
this in human world. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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December 2009 marks the 61st 
anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 
Freedom of speech and belief, 
and freedom from fear, repre-
sent the foundation of justice 
and peace in the world, it says. 
These freedoms must be pro-
tected, or people will be driven 
as a last resort to rebellion 
against tyranny and oppression. 
After sustained international 
pressure, the Tamil people of Sri 
Lanka are finally being let out of 
the squalid internment camps 
where they were locked up for 
six months after the end of the 
country’s civil war. But the free-
doms we take for granted here in 
Australia are still being denied to 
them. That’s why the Sri Lanka 
Human Rights Project at the 
Centre for Peace and Conflict 
Studies marked Human Rights 
Day with the call: Now set 

Now Set Them Free 

request of The Times and has 
concluded it to be authentic.  
According to Philip Alston, 
United Nations Special Rap-
porteur on execution, sum-
mary and arbitrary execution, 
the video is sufficient to im-
pose an obligation on a gov-
ernment to undertake an im-
partial investigation to ascer-
tain the truth. 
With the presidential election 
looming next month, Sri 
Lanka President Mahinda 
Rajapakse and the opposition 
candidate Sarath Fonseka 
have locked horns over who 
bears the responsibility for 
war crimes and human rights 
abuses carried out against 
Tamils. The latest revelation 
by Sarath Fonseka implicates 
the Defence Secretary Gotab-
haya Rajapakse in the slaugh-
ter of surrendering LTTE 
leaders.  According to the 
interview appeared on Sunday 
Leader on 13 December 2009 
three LTTE leaders, B. Nade-
san, S. Puleedevan and 

Ramesh, tried to surrender 
along with their families 
through intermediaries includ-
ing Norway, UN and presi-
dential adviser Basil Raja-
pakse. They were told to get a 
piece of white cloth, put up 
their hands and walk towards 
the other side in a non-
threatening manner. But they 
were shot by the Government 
troops as they tried to do so. 
This revelation supports the 
factual details of the articles 
that appeared in the Britain-
based Guardian and Sunday 
Times. According to K. Rat-
nayake as he writes in the 
World Socialist Website 
“What is significant about 
these responses is that no one 
contradicted Fonseka’s ac-
count of the events or ex-
pressed the slightest concern 
that the government and the 
military were responsible for a 
flagrant war crime. Under the 
Geneva Conventions, the 
deliberate killing of enemy 
soldiers or civilians is defined 
as “a grave breach”—that is, 
one of the worst infractions. 

The only element of truth in 
this statement is that Fonseka, 
along with Rajapakse, is re-
sponsible for the war crimes 
carried by the military. Ac-
cording to UN estimates, at 
least 7,000 civilians were killed 
between January 20 and May 
7 as the army indiscriminately 
bombarded the small patch of 
LTTE-held territory. Hospi-
tals were repeatedly shelled. 
Many of the dead were killed 
inside what the army had pro-
claimed as a no-fire zone”. 
These cross accusations are 
seen as desperate attempt on 
the parts of the Presidential 
candidates to portray them-
selves as pristine candidates 
ahead of the elections but it is 
obvious that the President 
who presided over the war 
and the country’s top General 
who perpetrated it share the 
responsibility for the war 
crimes and human rights 
abuses. Philip Alston has re-
quested an explanation from 
President Mahinda Rajapakse 
for the allegations made by 
Sarath Fonseka on the extra-
judicial executions of the 
three LTTE leaders and their 
families as they tried to sur-

Editorial (Continued) render. 
Being failed by the State is an 
all familiar scenario for 
Tamils. Sri Lanka is a State 
that repeatedly fails to protect 
the lives of its Citizenry. It is a 
State that allows individuals 
suspected of war crimes to 
hold powers of civil govern-
ance. That is not all. In the 
North, the effective control of 
civil government lays with the 
Sri Lanka Army commanders. 
These are the same com-
manders who directed military 
operations against the LTTE 
in a manner that allowed for 
the destruction of the Tamil 
people's property and their 
lives. 
As always the Government of 
Sri Lanka has so far resisted 
all attempts of independent 
investigation into the alleged 
war crimes. In a State like Sri 
Lanka, who is going to watch 
over the hapless civilians? We, 
Tamil Diaspora, have the duty 
to keep telling our story and 
to continue to impart pressure 
as the short-sighted Media’s 
and therefore the international 
community’s attention usually 
moves away from an issue 
very quickly.  

them free. 
 
To launch the campaign, a stall 
was set up at Glebe markets, 
Glebe Point Road, on Dec 12th 
from 10am-4pm. As well as 
handing out fliers and 'Now Set 
Them Free' campaign bags, there 
was a small photo exhibition. 
'Women for Justice' performed a 
thematic dance called 'Survival' 
to about 200 people in the after-
noon. The exhibition was able to 
raise much needed aware-
ness towards Sri Lanka's human 
rights emergency within the 
wider Australian community.  
  
The Sri Lanka Human Rights 
Project team urges you to join 
them, as they give a voice to the 
silenced people of Sri Lanka. For 
more information  please visit 
www.srilankaproject.com.au 
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Kofi Annan once said 
"Human rights education is 
much more than a lesson in 
schools or a theme for a day; 
it is a process to equip people 
with the tools they need to 
live lives of security and dig-
nity.”   

This was the premise behind 
the event that was held on the 
10th of December by the Aus-
tralian Tamil Congress, titled 
“Human Rights: Whose busi-
ness?”. The event held in Mel-
bourne in collaboration with 
the Humanitarian Crisis Hub, 
an organisation established to 
support individuals and com-
munities in Australia who 
have been affected by war and 
conflict, marked the 61st In-
ternational Human Rights 
Day.  
 
The event, being one of 

ATC’s first, was a major suc-
cess consisting of speakers, a 
panel discussion answering 
the question: “What is the 
unique role communities play 
in human rights promotion?”, 
an amazing live video call with 
the asylum seekers in Merak, 
as well as a video conference 
with our very own Dr. Brian 
Senewiratne.  
 
We had a long line of es-
teemed speakers, including: 
Saradha Nathan, Australian 
Tamil Congress 
Dr. Patrick Emerton Castan 
Center for Human Rights 
Prof Abe W Ata, Australian 
Catholic University. 
(Palestinian community) 
Rex Rumakiek, Institute of 
Papuan Advocacy and Human 
Rights. (West Papuan) 
Alpha Lisimba, Darfur Aus-
tralia Network 

Jendrek Hagedorn, Mel-
bourne Anti-Intervention 
Collective 
Dr. Brian Senewiratne, Aus-
tralian Tamil Congress  
 
There was much insightful 
discussion from all parts of 
the globe and many interest-
ing thoughts relevant to the 
majority of human rights 
struggles were explored on 
the day.  
 
One of the ideas that were 
brought up in the discussion, 
which we feel is especially 
relevant to the Tamils is that 
when you are on the receiving 
side of Human Rights viola-
tions, the scales of justice are 
tipped heavily. In these cases, 
as Alpha Lisimba quite rightly 
revealed, those preserving 
human rights have to work 
many more times harder than 

the violators to gain even little 
ground.  
 
Defending human rights is 
not something you do in your 
spare time; it is not even just 
something you should do on 
weekends. Rather, for our 
struggle to be successful, up-
holding human rights is some-
thing we should all work to-
wards every single day. 
 
Tamil youth of ATC, Mel-
bourne 
  
Congratulations to Gopi, 
Haran, Vinoth, Mad-
huni, Muhundan and 
Johnny for organising and 
coordinating such a signifi-
cant event on behalf of 
ATC. Thank you for all the 
hard work put in by all of 
you.  

Since our last report, the main 
activity of the Tamil commu-
nity in Western Australia has 
been the Remembrance Day 
on 28th November 2009. An 
event for Remembrance Day 
was conducted at the Collin 
Street community centre be-
tween 7.00pm and 9.00pm. 
Members of the Tamil com-
munity attended the event in 
memory of those who have 
sacrificed their lives for their 
brothers and sisters to live in 
peace and dignity and also in 
memory of the Tami civilians 
who lost their lives to the 
brutal and terrorist forces of 
the Sri Lankan State.  

The event commenced with 
the Australian and Tamil Na-
tional Anthems followed by a 
minute of silence in memory 
of the dead. There after the 

attendees paid their respects 
by laying down flowers and 
candle lights.  

In continuation of the solidar-
ity spirit detailed in the last 
report, a meeting and a rally 
were conducted on 5th of De-
cember 2009 in association 
with unions and other com-
munity groups in Perth. 

Recently ATC WA has started 
working with the Coalition for 
Asylum seekers, Refugees and 
Detainees (CARAD).  
CARAD has ten years of ex-
perience in refugee issues and 
also provide legal assistance. 
An ATC WA representative 
attended a meeting with the 
management team of CARAD 
to explain the history of the 
Tamils’ struggle in Sri Lanka 
and the background of Tamil 
refugees. At the meeting 

Report from ATC Victoria 

Report from ATC WA 
CARAD pointed out that they 
have been campaigning for the 
closing of the Christmas Island 
detention centre and that all 
refugees should be processed 
in the Mainland. ATC WA will 
work with CARAD towards 
the above initiatives. 

Malathy Myil, an ATC WA 
representative was invited to 
speak on the humanitarian 
tragedy in Sri Lanka at the Pat 
Giles Lunch conducted by 
EMILY’s List WA on 6th De-
cember 2009. EMILY's List is 
a political network formed to 
increase the number of women 
Labor parliamentarians who 
are willing to support the cru-
cial issues of childcare, equal 
pay, and pro choice.  The 
event was attended by influen-
tial women including current 
and former parliamentarians, 

political activists and executive 
members of unions.  Malathy 
shared her personal story and 
explained the continuing dis-
crimination of Tamils in Sri 
Lanka post war. Many in the 
audience were moved to tears 
by her testimony and received 
an insight into the problems 
faced by Sri Lankan Tamils 
and the plight of Tamil refu-
gees.  

ATC WA will continue to 
work within both the Tamil 
community and other commu-
nities in Western Australia to 
make known the issues faced 
by the Tamils in Sri Lanka.  



September and conveyed 
the positions of the Tamil 
Diaspora. We have contin-
ued our close correspon-
dence with DFAT offi-
cials. 

5. ATC representatives were 
a part of the Tamil Dele-
gation that met and con-
veyed the positions of the 
Tamil Diaspora to The 
Right Hon Des Browne, 
British Prime Minister’s 
envoy to Sri Lanka on the 
7 November at the British 
High Commissioner’s 
Residence, Canberra. 

6. A letter addressing ATC’s 
position on the refugee/
IDP issues and about the 
300,000 campaign was 
dispatched to all MPs and 
Senators and the follow-
up steps including direct 
meetings with MPs are 
currently underway. 

7. A well-researched and 
clearly articulated paper, 
with large contributions 
from ATC-Vic Chapter, 
requesting that the human 
rights abuses in Sri Lanka 
be addressed at the 
CHOGM meeting was 
submitted to the Secretary 
General of the CHOGM, 
the Prime Minister of 
Australia and several other 
dignitaries connected to 
the CHOGM.  A follow-
up acknowledgement was 
sent to the Prime Minister 
of Australia following the 
CHOGM decision to not 
allow Sri Lanka to host the 
2011 CHOGM meeting 
based on its deplorable 
human rights record. 

8. The Australian Tamil 
Congress was given a rare 
opportunity to address the 
Labor National Security 
Caucus meeting at the 

Parliament House on the 
23 November.  All MPs 
present were highly sym-
pathetic towards the Tamil 
issue and their questions 
and comments clearly 
conveyed their knowledge 
on this matter as well as 
their solidarity with the 
oppressed Tamil people. 

9. ATC Women’s Rights 
Group has been active 
during this period. Several 
meetings have taken place 
with policy makers, MPs 
and Senators in and out-
side Canberra. The group 
raised awareness of the 
plight of Tamil women 
and children in the intern-
ment camps and the sur-
rounding areas. 

10. ATC Women’s Rights 
Group also attended the 
Refugee Ball and donated 
shawls to all the speakers - 
ATC was thanked and 
mentioned a few times at 
the event 

11. Two human rights fo-
rums, one at Melbourne 
and the other at Brisbane, 
have been organised by 
ATC. 

12. Twenty two representa-
tives from NSW, VIC, 
QLD, SA and WA partici-
pated in a one day caucus 
meeting (12 December) at 
Melbourne to discuss the 
political strategies for 
ATC. The outcomes of 
this meeting will be dis-
cussed across the mem-
bership in due course. 

 
Year 2009 marked a major 
turning point in the history of 
the Tamil struggle for equality 
and freedom in the island of 
Sri Lanka.  This year brought 
immeasurable losses, disap-
pointments, and sadness to all 

Tamils.  Despite the enormity 
of the loss the Tamils across 
the world have risen with 
admirable resilience and no-
ticeable flexibility to deal with 
their on-going political and 
human rights issues. 
 
The internationalisation of 
our struggle is possibly the 
only positive outcome of the 
recent military debacles and 
the mild but consistent mes-
sages from the west regarding 
GSP+, CHOGM hosting 
privileges and possible war 
crimes inquiries give us some 
much needed comfort.  Unex-
pectedly changed political 
scenario in Sri Lanka could 
also be significant. 
 
It is the Tamil Diaspora’s duty 
to use every available oppor-
tunity and then to create more 
for achieving justice, peace, 
freedom and prosperity for 
our Tamil brethren living in 
Sri Lanka. 
 
2009 Year End Summary 
Report from ATC Queen-
sland State Chapter  
1. ATC-Qld Chapter was 

officially launched by Sen. 
Mark Furner, Senator for 
Queensland on 16 August 

2. On 14 September, ATC-
Qld Chapter representa-
tive went to Canberra to 
participate in the meeting 
with Foreign Minister 
Hon. Stephen Smith 

3. ATC-Qld Chapter repre-
sentatives have since met 
with several Queensland 
Senators and MPs; ATC 
was accompanied by our 
comrades from Socialist 
Alliance at these meetings 

4. On 20 October,  ATC-
Qld Chapter representa-
tive addressed the ALP 

ATC 2009 Year End Activity Summary 
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Since its inception in August, 
ATC has made great in roads 
in a short period of time (4 
months) purely due to the 
selfless, humble work from 
dozens of our volunteers who 
are happy not to publicise 
their efforts. 
 
2009 Year End Summary 
Report from ATC National 
Political Affairs Team 
The National Political Affairs 
Team has been working cohe-
sively. The team includes a 
wing which focuses on 
women’s issues. Regular trips 
have been made to Canberra 
by delegates from around 
Australia. A few important 
actions carried out by this 
group during this period are: 
 
1.  State-wide groups for po-

litical activities have been 
formed in NSW, VIC, 
QLD, SA and WA. 

2. Political group members 
from each state have met 
several MPs and Senators 
and the details of these 
meetings were covered 
separately under the ‘state 
sections’ of the newsletter. 

3. A Research, Analysis and 
Writing Group has been 
formed and several impor-
tant letters sent to key 
government officials were 
prepared by members of 
this group.  Other key 
activities for this group 
will be carrying out tar-
geted research on selected 
topics and preparing high 
quality materials to facili-
tate lobbying. 

4. ATC representatives were 
a part of the Tamil Dele-
gation that was invited to 
meet with Foreign Minis-
ter Hon. Stephen Smith at 
DFAT, Canberra on 14 
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Woolwin Branch meeting 
on the “Asylum Seeker” 
issue; subsequently a reso-
lution was passed in No-
vember 2009 

5. ATC-Qld Chapter repre-
sentatives were inter-
viewed several occasions 
on local radio 

6. On 7 November, ATC-
Qld Chapter representa-
tives went to Canberra to 
participate in the meeting 
with Des Browne, the UK 
Special Envoy to Sri 
Lanka 

7. ATC-Qld Chapter repre-
sentative addressed five 
separate church gatherings 
on this issue 

8. ATC-Qld Chapter corre-
sponds with Socialist Alli-
ance, Qld 

9. ATC-Qld Chapter regu-
larly liaises with Amnesty 
International, Qld 

10. ATC-Qld Chapter mem-
bers greeted Tamil asylum 
seekers as they arrived in 
Brisbane Airport. They 
will be in close liaison with 
these individuals to assist 
with them settling into 
Australia 

 
2009 Year End Summary 
Report from ATC South 
Australia State Chapter 
1. ATC-SA Chapter was 

officially launched on 15 
August 

2. Three subgroups have 
been formed to execute 
our chapter work effec-
tively: membership drive, 
fund raising and promo-
tion of ATC mission 

3. ATC-SA Chapter contin-
ues to publish fortnightly 
news briefs for our mem-
bers 

4. The political lobby work 
that had been executed by 

the Action Committee of 
Ceylon Tamil Association 
was handed over to ATC 
SA Chapter committee. We 
have since met with State 
and Federal politicians. We 
would like to acknowledge 
CTA Action committee for 
their fund-raising which 
has been very useful in 
carrying out our political 
activities without much 
financial strain on the ATC
-SA chapter 

5. On 10 October, ATC-SA 
Chapter organised a Multi-
cultural Extravaganza. In-
vited chief guests were 
State Assembly Speaker 
Jack Snelling and Deputy 
Opposition Leader Ms 
Vickie Chapman. It was a 
multicultural show to cre-
ate awareness about Tamil 
issues among other com-
munities too. It was a great 
success for many reasons 
and it helped to boost our 
membership substantially 

6. ATC-SA Chapter has been 
working with several other 
groups who are also work-
ing with refugees in Christ-
mas Island. Our work in-
cludes trying to help with 
collection of used mobile 
phones for distribution to 
refugees and Tamil books 
and video 

7. ATC-SA Chapter has been 
assisting new Tamil mi-
grants from Sri Lanka, 
sponsored by SA Govern-
ment. We provide assis-
tance with finding accom-
modation, employment and 
networking with the Tamil 
community in SA 

8. ATC-SA Chapter’s close 
work with SA MPs and 
Senators has contributed 
towards some very impor-
tant motions on Tamil 

issues in Sri Lanka being 
passed in Federal Parlia-
ment. 

9. ATC-SA Chapter has par-
ticipated in several activi-
ties organised by Socialist 
Alliance, SA and the 
CMFEU, SA 

10. ATC-SA Chapter repre-
sentatives have travelled 
several times to Canberra 
for meetings 

11. ATC-SA Chapter repre-
sentatives were inter-
viewed on the Tamil issue 
on the Adelaide Radio via 
Bremen Peace Prize win-
ner Sue Gibley 

12. ATC-SA Chapter regularly 
liaises with UNHCR with 
regards to work done in 
refugee camps 

 
2009 Year End Summary 
Report from ATC Western 
Australia State Chapter 
1. ATC-WA Chapter was 

officially launched on 31 
May 

2. ATC-WA Chapter repre-
sentatives helped organise 
a public seminar in asso-
ciation with the Centre for 
Human Rights Education, 
on 29 September at Curtin 
University titled “Sri 
Lanka’s Human Rights 
Catastrophe” 

3. On 30 October, ATC-WA 
Chapter participated in the 
Reclaim the Night Rally 
demanding an end to vio-
lence against women 

4. ATC-WA Chapter repre-
sentatives were invited as 
special guest speakers to 
address the “EMILY’s 
List WA Pat Giles Lunch” 
on 6 December 

5. ATC-WA Chapter partici-
pated in a meeting with 
Coalition for Asylum seek-
ers, Refugees and Detain-

Year End Activity Summary (continued) 

ees on 8 December 
6. ATC-WA representatives 

have been interviewed sev-
eral times by the WA media
  

7. ATC-WA participated and 
addresses several rallies and 
forums organised by other 
activist organisations 

8. ATC-WA issues a regular 
news digest to their mem-
bers 

9. ATC-WA Chapter corre-
sponds with Socialist Alli-
ance, WA 

10. ATC-WA Chapter closely 
liaises with MPs and Sena-
tors from WA 

 
2009 Year End Summary 
Report from ATC News 
South Wales State Chapter 
1. ATC-NSW Chapter was 

officially launched on 15 
August 

2. ATC-NSW Chapter corre-
sponds with Socialist Alli-
ance, NSW 

3. ATC-NSW Chapter has 
appointed electoral coordi-
nators. They, along with 
ATC representatives have 
met several MPs and Sena-
tors. We have had very 
positive responses and fol-
low up appointments have 
been made. 

4. ATC-NSW Chapter mem-
bers are working closely 
with experts in the legal and 
judicial system to help with 
establishing information on 
Crimes Against Humanity 
committed by the Sri 
Lankan State 

5. ATC-NSW Chapter is spear 
heading the Grants Team. 
This working group has 
successfully obtained two 
grants applied under ATC. 
It is very encouraging for a 
young organisation such as 
ATC to be able to receive 
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these grants and it further 
confirms that ATC has 
earned credibility and trust 
within the wider Austra-
lian community and Aus-
tralian government 

6. ATC-NSW Chapter mem-
bers attended the Refugee 
Ball, assisting the National 
Political Affairs Team 
with their lobbying 

7. ATC-NSW Chapter vol-
unteers working with 
STARTTS sent a box of 
gifts (story books, maga-
zines, prayer books, Tamil 
movies, games, etc) do-
nated by members of ATC 
to the Tamil refugees in 
the Christmas Island 

8. ATC-NSW Chapter mem-
bers working with the 
Refugee Support Group 
provided counselling and 
assistance to the Tamil 
refugees in the Villawood 
Detention Centre. We 
have made several visits to 
Villawood Detention Cen-
tre and provided gifts, 
including English-Tamil 
dictionaries. We since 
have received a few calls 
and our volunteers are in 
regular touch providing 
support and assistance 
when requested 

9. ATC-NSW Chapter vol-
unteers are part of the 
Voluntary Resource Board 
of the Migrant resource 
Centre and have been able 
to establish links to com-
munity services 

 
2009 Year End Summary 
Report from ATC Victoria 
State Chapter 
1. ATC-Vic Chapter was 

officially launched on 15 
August 

2. ATC-Vic Chapter repre-
sentatives have met with 

Australian MPs and Sena-
tors 

3. ATC-Vic Chapter repre-
sentatives have attended 
several meetings and ral-
lies  & organised forums 

4. ATC-Vic Chapter repre-
sentative regularly inform 
and update our union 
bodies including the na-
tional body – Australian 
Council for Trade Unions 

5. On 24 October, ATC-Vic 
Chapter representatives 
attended a forum organ-
ised by Latin American 
and South East Asia Soli-
darity Group' 

6. On 10 November, mem-
bers of ATC helped or-
ganise a Human Rights 
forum at Monash Univer-
sity 

7. On 21 November, ATC-
Vic Chapter representa-
tives attended a fundrais-
ing gathering organised by 
BRAG 

8. ATC-Vic Chapter repre-
sentatives attended a pub-
lic meeting organised by 
Socialist Alliance on 1 
December 

9. ATC-Vic Chapter repre-
sentatives attended a pub-
lic meeting organised by 
Socialist Alternative on 2 
December 

10. ATC-Vic Chapter repre-
sentatives attended a rally 
organised by BRAG 
(Black Rights & Action 
Group & Alliance for 
Indigenous Self –
determination) on 10 De-
cember 

11. On 10 December, the 
International Human 
Rights Day, ATC-Vic 
Chapter in collaboration 
with the Humanitarian 
Crisis Hub organised a 
forum: “HUMAN 
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RIGHTS: Whose busi-
ness?” on 10 December 

12. ATC-Vic Chapter is 
spearheading the hu-
manitarian projects of 
ATC 

 
2009 Year End Summary 
Report from ATC Com-
munity Projects Team 
After close liaising by the 
National Political Affairs, 
Public Relations and Com-
munity Projects Teams, ATC 
was invited by the Depart-
ment of Immigration to visit 
Tamil detainees at the Immi-
gration Detention Centre in 
Christmas Island. 
  
2009 Year End Summary 
Report from ATC Na-
tional Public Relations 
Team 
1. ATC has written a large 

number of briefing docu-
ments and letters to MPs, 
Senators and policy mak-
ers 

2. Lobbying by the political 
team and public relations 
team has contributed 
significantly to several 
motions being passed in 
Federal Parliament by 
MPs and Senators: 

• Statement to the House 
by the Minister for For-
eign Affairs, The Hon 
Stephen Smith MP, 
14/9/09 

• Response to Question 
upon Notice asked by 
Senator Bob Brown to 
Senator Faulkner regard-
ing Aid Funding to Sri 
Lanka, 16/10/09 

• Response to Question 
Without Notice, by the 
Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, The Hon 
Stephen Smith MP, 
16/11/09 

• Response to Question 
Without Notice asked by 
Senator Sarah Hansen-
Young to Senator The Hon 
Chris Evans, Minister for 
Immigration, 18/11/09 

• Response to Question 
Without Notice asked by 
Hon Malcolm Turnbull 
MP, to Hon Kevin Rudd 
MP, Prime Minister, 
25/11/09 

• Motion Moved by Nick 
Champion, Chair of the 
ALP National Security Cau-
cus Committee regarding 
Sri Lanka, 26/11/09 

3. ATC’s timely media releases 
and regular liaising with the 
media has ensured that the 
Tamil issues have been covered 
substantially in the Australian 
mainstream media: 
Print Media: 
• Rudd should talk tough to 

Sri Lanka – 17/10/09, The 
Daily Telegraph 

• Tamils herded into disease-
ridden camps seek any es-
cape – 24/10/09, The Aus-
tralian 

• Tamils face death if sent 
home - Asylum Crisis – 
24/10/09, The Australian 

• Unions attack PM on asy-
lum - ACTU to call for 
Tamils to be brought to 
Christmas Island – 
2/11/09, The Australian 

• Health concerns for Tamil 
asylum-seekers – 2/11/09, 
The Australian 

• Tamils say take the deal – 
13/11/09, Herald-Sun 

• Test of stamina – 
16/11/09, The Australian 

• Detainee brawl began over 
game of pool – 24/11/09, 
SMH 

Broadcast Media: 
• Sri Lanka jails Tamil jour-

nalist for 20 years – 
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1/9/09, ABC 
• Tamils Regrouping? – 

6/10/09, SBS 6.30pm TV 
World News 

• Webster talks with ATC – 
13/10/09, 2UE Sydney 

• Sri Lankans Plead For 
Asylum – 15/10/09, SBS 
6.30pm TV World News 

• There has been a desper-
ate plea for the Sri 
Lankans detained – 
15/10/09, SBS Sydney 
World News Australia 

• The Australian Tamil 
Congress wants the Fed 
Govt to put more pressure 
– 15/10/09, Triple J Syd-
ney 

• An Australian Tamil 
group has called on the 
Federal Government to 
put more... – 15/10/09, 
Triple J Melbourne 

• A nine year old Tamil Sri 
Lankan girl, currently one 
of 255 people – 15/10/09, 
ABC 702 Sydney 

• The 255 Sri Lankans 
moored in West Java say 
they will not leave – 
15/10/09, ABC 774 Mel-
bourne 

• ATC, a human rights 
group, said.. – 15/10/09, 
ABC 702 Sydney 

• More than 250 Sri 
Lankans aboard a boat are 
refusing to come ashore – 
15/10/09, Triple J Mel-
bourne 

• The Australian Tamil 
group says the Fed Govt 
should pressure Sri Lanka 
to – 15/10/09, ABC 
Newcastle 

• More than 260 Sri 
Lankans on board a boat 
in West Java are... – 
15/10/09, ABC 702 Syd-

ney 
• Interview with ATC – 

16/10/09, 4GCR ABC 
Gold and Tweed Coasts 

• Price replays a touching 
plea from young Brenda, a 
Sri Lankan Asylum Seeker 
– 16/10/09, 2UE Sydney 

• Refugee Advocates say 
Kevin Rudd, PM should 
work with the Sri Lankan 
Govt.. – 17/10/09, 2CC 
Canberra 

• It is claimed an asylum 
seeker vessel was deliber-
ately sabotaged – 
22/10/09, 2SM Sydney 

• Question asked by ATC – 
22/10/09, ABC Q and A 

• Tamils slowly leaving refu-
gee camps Waiting to go 
home – 20/10/09, ABC 

• UN notes Sri Lankan pro-
gress on camps – 
20/10/09, ABC 

• Tamil Refugees Resettled – 
23/10/09, SBS 6.30pm TV 
World News 

• 'Absolute fear' pushing 
Tamils to Australia – 
23/10/09, ABC 

• ATC comments on the 
Tamil struggle – 26/10/09, 
ABC Darwin Adelaide 

• The Australian Tamil 
community is seeking 
compassion from PM 
Rudd – 30/10/09, 2SM 
Sydney 

• Tony Abbott, Federal 
Opposition frontbencher, 
is linking the sinking – 
3/11/09, ABC 666 Can-
berra 

• Tony Abbott, Federal 
Opposition frontbencher, 
is linking the sinking of a 
boat of... –3/11/09, Radio 
National Canberra 

• Three confirmed dead in 

boat tragedy – 3/11/09, 
ABC 

• US calls for detained 
Tamils to be released – 
9/11/09, ABC 

• The Australian Tamil 
Congress is offering to 
help the Fed Govt con-
vince – 12/11/09, ABC 
666 Canberra 

• Peak Tamil offers Oceanic 
help – 12/11/09, ABC 

• Tamils reject deal to dis-
embark – 12/11/09, ABC 

• Tamil group urges asylum 
seekers to accept govt deal 
– 12/11/09, AAP 

• The Australian Tamil 
Congress is offering to 
help the Fed Govt con-
vince the... – 12/11/09, 
Radio National Canberra 

• The Australian Tamil 
community says the 78 
asylum seekers should be 
settled in Australia – 
13/11/09, 2NC ABC 
Newcastle 

• Australian Tamil groups 
say they are receiving news 
of a nearing solution – 
13/11/09, 2SM Sydney 

• John Holmes, Secretary 
General for Humanitarian 
Affairs, United Nations, 
has visited refugee camps 
– 20/11/09, 2RN Radio 
National 

4. ATC launched the 300,000 
Reasons campaign in early 
August as a call to action 
for both the Australian 
public and Australian Gov-
ernment, to advocate for 
the 300 000 Tamils that 
were being and/or had 
been imprisoned in military 
camps in Sri Lanka. It was 
in the form of a viral mar-
keting campaign compris-
ing of a website and online 

Year End Activity Summary (continued) 

petition (300000.com.au), 
email distribution data-
base, a Facebook cause 
page, Facebook bulletins 
delivered to members, 
postcard distribution. As 
of mid December, nearly 
2500 emails had been sent 
to PM Kevin Rudd and 
each signatories local MP, 
about 1500 signed cam-
paign postcards were 
handed in back to ATC so 
that they could be pre-
sented to PM Rudd 
through various MPs, over 
1500 people had joined the 
Facebook group. Various 
MPs, human rights activ-
ists and professionals com-
mented on the very effec-
tive design of the cam-
paign. We believe that this 
campaign contributed to 
the Australian govern-
ment’s decision to raise 
the issue of Sri Lanka's 
human rights at the 
CHOGM in Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

 
These achievements are a 
testament to the hard work of 
our volunteers and the sup-
port of our members.  We 
have a long way to go before 
reaching our ultimate goals 
but rest assured ATC will be 
picking up speed in 2010. 
 
With more people behind us 
we can reach our goals much 
sooner. So, we ask you to 
help in encouraging more 
people to join ATC and make 
it a stronger organisation. 
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Sally Neighbour | The Aus-
tralian | November 16, 2009 
12:00AM 

 

LATHA'S brother was in his 
late twenties and recently 
married when Sri Lankan 
soldiers came knocking one 
night at his door. His wife 
begged them not to take him, 
but the soldiers assured her 
they only needed him to help 
them find another house. The 
young woman never saw her 
husband again. 

Another of Latha's brothers had 
already met a similar fate. A 
fisherman, he was captured at 
sea by the Sri Lankan navy and-
never returned to his family. 

Latha's family lived in a village 
on the Jaffna Peninsula, a 
stronghold of the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam in 
their25-year separatist insur-
gency against Sri Lanka's gov-
ernment. 

Tamil families such as Latha's 
were automatically assumed by 
the security forces to be Tamil 
Tiger supporters or sympathis-
ers. 

"They're targeted just because 
they're Tamil," says Sarah Na-
than, a co-ordinator with the 
Australian Tamil Congress. 

"The stories I have heard consis-
tently are that anybody in their 
20s, if you're a male and you're 
a Tamil, you're targeted. There's 
no two ways about it." 

Latha feared her husband, also a 
fisherman, would be next. So 
earlier this year they packed up 
their baby daughter and a few 
belongings and, after travelling 
via Malaysia, boarded a rickety 
boat with 30 other people, 
bound for Australia. 

The boat was so small and the 
seas so high they were thrown 
from one end of the vessel to the 
other and were constantly sea-
sick during the month-long voy-
age. They slept on deck and 

shared a single toilet that con-
sisted of a gaping hole in the-
hull. 

Finally, they arrived at Christ-
mas Island where the family 
remains in detention while their 
asylum claim is processed, the 
UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees having already con-
firmed their status as refugees. 

The story of Latha (not her real 
name; she wouldn't give it, 
afraid Australian authorities 
would refuse her a visa as pun-
ishment for speaking out) and 
her family is typical of the tales 
recounted by the Sri Lankan 
boatpeople who have recently 
arrived in Australia to escape 
the humanitarian and human 
rights crisis facing Tamils in 
their homeland. 

The insurgency ended in May 
this year, with a final offensive 
by the Sri Lankan army crush-
ing the Tamil Tigers once and 
for all. 

More than 400,000 people were 
displaced during the last few 
months of fighting. The UN 
says more than 7000 civilians 
were killed and more than 
13,000 injured, while the Aus-
tralasian Federation of Tamil 
Associations says the non-
combatant death toll was closer 
to 20,000. 

About 250,000 civilians are now 
stuck in overcrowded camps, 
many of which lack clean water 
and basic sanitation. 

Amnesty International reported 
last month that early monsoon 
rains had left camp residents 
wading through overflowing 
sewage and facing a 
"humanitarian disaster". 

After inspecting the camps ear-
lier this year, UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon declared: 
"I have travelled around the-
world and visited similar places, 
but this is by far the most ap-
palling scene I have seen." 

The situation for many Tamils 

outside the camps is little better. 
Amnesty and Human Rights 
Watch have documented sys-
temic use of extrajudicial kill-
ings, arbitrary arrest and deten-
tion, enforced disappearances 
and attacks on union organisers, 
lawyers, aid workers and reli-
gious leaders. 

Journalists are also frequent 
targets. In the past five years, 34 
media workers have been killed, 
most of them Tamils and more 
than two-thirds of their deaths 
attributed to the state security 
forces or paramilitary groups 
working with them. 

A report from the US State De-
partment last month docu-
mented evidence of war crimes 
perpetrated by both government 
forces and the Tamil Tigers 
during the war, including army 
attacks on hospitals and other 
civilian targets, and the LTTE's 
use of child soldiers as human 
shields. 

In December last year, the New 
York-based Genocide Preven-
tion Project identified Sri Lanka 
as one of eight red-alert coun-
tries where genocide and other 
mass atrocities were under way 
or risked breaking out. 

An estimated 10,000 former 
LTTE fighters are now held 
incommunicado in separate 
rehabilitation camps where they 
are at risk of torture, killings or 
disappearance, according to 
Amnesty International. 

Disappearances have been a 
feature of the Sri Lankan con-
flict for years. Between 1987 
and 1991, known as the period 
of terror, about 30,000 people 
were officially recognised as 
having disappeared. In 2007, a 
former government minister 
estimated that one person disap-
peared every five hours in Sri 
Lanka. 

In recent months there's been 
another surge. Anyone, includ-
ing businessmen and journalists, 
under the pretext of having al-

Test of  stamina 
leged links with the LTTE, 
could disappear any time, says 
Raga Ragavan, chairman of the 
Australasian Federation of 

Tamil Associations. He de-
scribes disappearance as a form 
of censorship and enforcement 
used by the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to silence the Tamils dur-
ing and after the war. "It is to 
escape this dire situation that 
Tamils in desperation are flee-
ing the island," he says. 

The Sri Lankan authorities often 
resort to extreme measures to 
stop them. 

A joint statement released ear-
lier this year by 166 non-
government organisations call-
ing for the protection of dis-
placed people says: "Sri Lankan 
asylum-seekers are frequently 
criminalised and turned away at 
the border, prevented from ac-
cessing basic humanitarian as-
sistance, subject to arbitrary 
arrest and detention, separated 
for extended periods from fam-
ily members, denied health care 
and the right to work, rendered 
stateless and, in some instances, 
forcibly returned to persecution 
in Sri Lanka." 

Of those who do succeed in 
leaving, a few have ended up in 
Australia. AFTA says about 10 
per cent of the Sri Lankan 
Tamils now in Australia came 
as refugees. Most of the rest 
came under the skilled migra-
tion program. 

"Sri Lankan Tamils have really 
done well in this country," Na-
than says. "None of us have 
been caught for any crime what-
soever, we're not in jail, no one 
has a criminal record. There's a 
lot of doctors, engineers, actuar-
ies, they're professional, they're 
high achievers. They don't go on 
the dole, most of them have 
contributed to this society." 

In 2007-08, 434 Sri Lankans 
were given onshore protection 
visas in Australia, making up 
the highest single nationality 
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granted asylum, according to 
figures compiled by the Refugee 
Council of Australia. (The sta-
tistics do not record ethnicity, 
only nationality, but the RCA 
says Sri Lankan refugees are 
overwhelmingly Tamils.) 

In 2008-9, 364 Sri Lankans 
were given asylum, the second 
highest after China. Unlike this 
influx of Sri Lankans, the Chi-
nese gained little media atten-
tion because, as with 85 per cent 
of asylum-seekers coming to 
Australia, they arrive by plane 
rather than boat. 

The numbers have risen this 
year. Of the 1890 people on 39 
boats that have washed up this 
year in northern Australia, al-
most half are Sri Lankan 
Tamils, Ragavan says. 

The Refugee Council of Austra-
lia says 95 per cent of asylum-
seekers who arrive by boat in 
Australia are found to be genu-
ine refugees, compared with 45 
per cent who arrive by plane. 

The numbers are still tiny com-
pared with elsewhere. Accord-
ing to figures compiled by 
AFTA, Britain is home to be-
tween 400,000 and 500,000 Sri 
Lankan Tamils, most of them 
taken in as refugees. France 
hosts as many as 300,000, Ger-
many 100,000, and Switzerland 
about 55,000. 

"Australia is one country where 
it's very difficult to get refugee 
status," Nathan says, citing the 
comparison of Canada, which is 
now home to about 300,000 Sri 
Lankan refugees. 

"That's because Canada is much 
more welcoming," she says. 
"You can't come to Australia on 
a plane without a visa, and it's-
very difficult to get a visa. 
That's why they get on boats." 

Concerns that some boats might 
contain fugitive terrorists were 
recently voiced by federal MP 
Wilson Tuckey, and Singapore-
based terrorism analyst Rohan 
Gunaratna, who says former 

LTTE gun-running boats are 
now operating as peoplesmug-
gling vessels. 

Those fears were heightened 
when an AFTA spokesman was 
reported in The Australian last 
moth saying it is "certain" that 

former Tamil Tiger fighters are 
among the asylum-seekers. 

AFTA has since released a 
statement saying these reports 
are unfounded. Ragavan rejects 
the assertion that the Tamil 
Tigers are now running people-
smuggling boats. "After the 
government defeated the Tigers, 
I doubt the LTTE would have 
the capacity," he says. 

Nathan says there is no evidence 
of Tamil Tiger activity in Aus-
tralia. 

"A lot of people support the 
Tamil Eelam, a separate country 
(for Tamils) which is what we 
used to be before the British 
came, but there's no support for 
an armed struggle," she says. 

"That chapter is closed. The 
only way we can go forward 
now is through diplomacy and 
politics in the international com-
munity." 

Many of the most recent boat 
arrivals in Australia have al-
ready been processed by the 
UNHCR and deemed to be le-
gitimate refugees. The 109 peo-
ple on the boat now waiting at 
Merak in Indonesia after being 
intercepted on its way to Austra-
lia are carrying refugee cards 
issued by the UNHCR. Some 
have reportedly been waiting in 
Indonesia for resettlement for up 
to five years. 

Paul Power from the Refugee 
Council of Australia says a sig-
nificant part of the problem is a 
bottleneck in refugee processing 
in Southeast Asia. More than 
36,000 UNHCR-approved refu-
gees are in Malaysia awaiting 
resettlement, with another 9000 
still being processed. In Thai-
land there are 113,000 who have 

been approved, and 12,000 still 
pending, all in need of new 
homes in third countries. 

Typically, resettlement of refu-
gees, even after they get their 
UNHCR cards, can take up to 
10 years. And those awaiting 

resettlement often face persecu-
tion and harassment. 

An RCA report released in June 
says refugees in Southeast Asia 
"are living in constant fear of 
arrest and deportation and regu-
larly experience harassment and 
exploitation . . . Conditions 
varied from country to country, 
with refugees who lived in Ma-
laysia telling of being arrested, 
detained and mistreated and 
then being forced to pay large 
bribes to secure their release". 

Activists say the recent surge of 
boatpeople is merely the symp-
tom of a much larger problem, 

Test of  stamina (Continued) 

Tamil asylum seekers who were onboard the Oceanic Viking pictured in an 
Indonesia detention centre. [Photo Courtesy: News Limited Newspapers] 

which must be tackled, and not 
by simply turning boats away. 

"I don't think they understand 
the implications of turning back 
boats at sea, it would mean 
people losing their lives in Aus-
tralian waters," Power says. 

"These people are genuinely 
fearful for their lives," Nathan 
says. "By just trying to stop the 
boats coming, we're not meeting 
our international obligations." 

Nathan recites the words of the 
Australian anthem: "For those 
who've come across the seas, 
we've boundless plains to 
share". 

Sally Neighbour is a senior 
reporter with The Australian 
and ABC's Four Corners. 

A mother and children at the immigration detention centre in 
Tanjung Pinang, Indonesia [Photo Courtesy: theage.com.au] 
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Satheesan Kumaaran  
 

Unlike the previous years, 
this year’s annual Heroes’ 
Day celebrated, as usual, at 
the critical time when the 
LTTE is not holding an iden-
tified territory as they previ-
ously did as a de facto state. 
This year the concept is kept 
alive through celebrations 
that are kept by the Tamil 
Diaspora. The Tamils, world 
over, join hands this year 
with the slogan that they will 
meet in independent Tamil 
Eelam next year.  The million 
dollar question is whether the 
independent Tamil Eelam 
State will be gained through 
violent means, or peaceful 
means, and how the so-called 
defeated LTTE will change 
their strategies to gain inde-
pendence and self-
determination for the Tamil 
people. 
When the LTTE was facing 
defeat at the hands of the Sri 
Lankan armed forces last 
year, the LTTE leader, Velu-
pillai Pirapaharan, delivered 
his Heroes’ Day speech on 
November 27, on the final 
day of the week-long celebra-
tions to commemorate the 
martyred heroes. Incidentally, 
this was just the day after 
Pirapaharan’s birthday. 
Rather than declaring war, he 
refrained from throwing 
strong words at the Sri 
Lankan armed forces and the 
government. Pirapaharan 
focussed mostly on calling on 
the international community 
and India to lift their ban on 
the LTTE and to help create 
an atmosphere of mutual 
friendship, since the LTTE 
did not pose a threat to any 
other country in the world. 
Last year Pirapaharan spoke 
more about peace, outlining 

the need for a peaceful settle-
ment to the ethnic conflict in 
Sri Lanka. He outlined cir-
cumstances leading to Tamil 
youths taking up arms against 
the Sri Lankan government, 
subsequent to the Sri Lankan 
State, failing to address the 
grievances of Tamils through 
peaceful means from the time 
the country gained independ-
ence from Britain, in 1948. 
Global intelligence agencies 
and anti-LTTE elements 
were calculating that the 
LTTE leader would declare 
war and fight back against the 
Sri Lankan armed forces, but 
the LTTE leader made a de-
cisive decision. He realized 
the need of the hour was to 
change his strategy towards 
winning the rights of Tamils 
through peaceful means, in 
stark contrast to his previous 
statements in which he 
showed more interest in deal-
ing with the Sri Lankan State 
through military means. This 
statement shows that the 
LTTE leader was handling 
the issue seriously, through 
political and strategic think-
ing.  
Last year I raised the question 
as to whether Sri Lanka 
would fall into the trap of the 
LTTE military. Will it suffer 
both political and diplomatic 
blows in the international 
arena? An answer to these 
questions came with a sad 
end.  The LTTE withdrew 
tactically to fight another day, 
and if they had failed to 
achieve freedom through 
peaceful means, it was well 
understood that the LTTE 
would not have needed years 
to fight. They already had the 
good reputation of the inter-
national community of being 
good co-operators with the 
new world order. The Sri 
Lankan State is now facing 

political and economical 
chaos, awaiting diplomatic 
blowback from the interna-
tional community. The mili-
tary murdered more than 
20,000 civilians, abused hu-
man rights of normal civil-
ians, and incarcerated nearly 
250,000 Tamils within razor 
wired camps, in Vavuniya 
and elsewhere, in the tradi-
tional Tamil homeland.  Even 
the Sri Lankan Consul Gen-
eral in Toronto, Bandula 
Jayasekera, when giving a 
short interview to Steve Pai-
kin, of TVO, on November 
24, at 11 p.m., said that there 
are no minority issues in Sri 
Lanka.   
To the question of treating 
the Tamils in the internment 
camps in Vavuniya, Jayase-
kera, once the editor of the 
Sri Lankan government-
controlled the Daily Newspa-
per, said that the LTTE 
propagandists are making the 
issue a huge one. The many 
Tamils were already released 
and the remaining Tamils will 
be released soon.  He further 
said there is no violence or 
other such events taking 
place against Tamils.  He also 
made a contradictory state-
ment to the question of why 
the Sri Lankan government 
expelled the former Ontario 
premier and the current Lib-
eral Party foreign critic, Bob 
Rae, when he arrived at the 
airport in Colombo, Sri 
Lankan immigration officials 
deported him without letting 
him go inside Sri Lanka. 
Jayasekera said Bob Rae 
knew the reason why he was 
expelled and Sri Lanka would 
not tolerate anyone who sup-
ports LTTE. 
To the question of what 
would be the political solu-
tion to the Sri Lankan ethnic 
conflict, he said Sri Lanka 

Heroes’ Day 2009: The year for keeping the flame for Tamil Eelam 

would not have to study the 
Canadian or Indian model to 
solve the Sri Lankan conflict.  
But, Sri Lanka will have its 
own model to solve the prob-
lem. He said democratic poli-
ticians such as Anandasanga-
ree of TULF, Siddharthan of 
PLOTE and Devandana of 
EPDP support the govern-
ment.  However, he said poli-
ticians like Mano Ganesan, 
many NGOs like Amnesty 
International speak in favour 
of their paymasters, which is 
the LTTE.  He reiterated that 
the Sri Lankan government 
had given access to more 
than 50 organizations, includ-
ing the UN agencies.  
Political commentators say 
that the statements of Jayase-
kera are incorrect.  Even 
now, the Sri Lankan govern-
ment does not allow any 
agencies, except the ones 
hand-picked by the govern-
ment with the condition that 
they would only visit the ar-
eas designated by the govern-
ment.   
It is obvious that the global 
community have clearly un-
derstood the aspirations and 
the demands of the Tamils. 
They strongly condemned the 
Sri Lankan State for the sys-
tematic programme of 
unleashing genocide on 
Tamils with the Sri Lankan 
State at the top of their list 
for genocide. Despite their 
empty rhetoric in interna-
tional forums, it is unlikely 
that the Sri Lankan State 
would be able to recover 
from such a slur that has 
come to stay. 
India cannot abandon Eelam 
Tamils 
As what Pirapaharan reiter-
ated in his speech last year, 
great changes are taking place 
in India.  India cannot remain 
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a silent spectator until the 
Eelam Tamils gain their share 
of justice, which was what 
the LTTE was fighting for. 
For over three decades, over 
30,000 LTTE fighters, and 
more than 120,000 Tamil 
civilians, have paid a supreme 
sacrifice in the name of free-
dom. 
The LTTE and the Eelam 
Tamils are expecting the 
Tamils of India to support 
the freedom movement for 
Tamil Eelam. India should 
remember that the independ-
ent Eelam will be a lot friend-
lier than the Sri Lankan State, 
unlike what anti-LTTE and 
anti-Eelam elements might 
accuse them of. They claim 
that separate Tamil Eelam 
would encourage the south-
ern Indian States to fight for 
separate States to secede 
from Indian federation. 
There is no truth in this be-
cause the people of all the 
States in India enjoy political 
equality and democracy, 
unlike the Tamils of Sri 
Lanka. In fact, politically and 
economically, it would be an 
advantage to live in a greater 
land mass, as in India. The 
Sri Lankan Tamils were 
driven to seek separation to 
break the shackles of oppres-
sion by the Sri Lankan State.        
The Sri Lankan government 
declared publicly that the 
LTTE leader was killed in the 
final phase of the war, which 
ended in May 2009.  Indian 
senior officials, too, acknowl-
edged that they would inves-
tigate the matter, and submit 
the dead certificate of the 
LTTE leader, but the issue 
does not seem have taken any 
effect so far.   
Tamils, world over, are hop-
ing that India immediately 
gets the certificate, closing 
the Rajiv assassination case, 

allowing India to lift the ban 
on LTTE.  Tamils in India, 
especially the Tamil Nadu 
government, must put pres-
sure upon New Delhi to lift 
the ban on LTTE.  
No time to discuss conspir-
acy theory  
This is not the year to discuss 
what exactly happened to the 
LTTE leader.  The Tamils 
should, however, understand 
that the LTTE leader was a 
classic tactician with over 
three decades of military, 
political, and diplomatic ex-
perience and manoeuvres. 
There is no doubt that his 
vision would enable to create 
independent Tamil Eelam.  
So, the Tamils have no need 
to enter into disputes and 
discussions on whether or 
not the LTTE leader is dead 
or alive. The principles that 
the LTTE fought for remain 
alive amongst the Tamil Di-
asporas. The question is what 
strategies should be adopted 
to achieve these? There is a 
cauldron of thinking amongst 
before a final shape is given 
to the form of the struggle.  
The immediate issue is not of 
entering into arguments, but 
rather directing the energies 
towards getting the release of 
tens of thousands of people 
who are incarcerated in the 
camps, as well as to get the 
release of those kept as pris-
oners without any form of 
trial or inquiries and those 
held in secret locations by the 
Sri Lankan armed forces, 
with the allegation that they 
are members of the LTTE. 
These members are severely 
tortured and their where-
abouts are still unknown. 
Our energies and our oath 
are on this Heroes’ Week. We 
have the challenge and duties 
ahead of us to face as our 
brethren are facing enormous 

hardships as never before. 
We need to help them reset-
tle in their villages.  Also, we 
have the duty to put pressure 
upon the international com-
munity to bring the perpetra-
tors of the genocidal war to 
book for crimes and crimes 
against humanity.     
We can’t simply ignore the 
claims by the enemies of 
Tamil Eelam. We need to let 
them bark, because barking 
dogs never bite.  The reality 
is that Tamil Eelam will come 
into being sooner than late. 
Facing defeat is nothing new 
for liberation movements 
such as the defeat of LTTE, 
by the Sri Lankan armed 
forces, which was nothing 
but a tactical approach to 
keep the enemy at bay.  The 
friends of Tamil Eelam 
around the world will have 
no choice, but to declare 
Tamil Eelam an independent 
state in the near future.   
This is not the week for 
weeping for the martyrdom 
fighters, and people who died 
for the cause of Tamil Eelam.  
This is the week for taking 

Heroes’ Day 2009 (continued) 

forward what they left be-
hind when they were dying.  
It is the responsibility of 
global Tamils, whether they 
are Indian, Burmese, Malay-
sian, Singaporean, Fiji, Aus-
tralian, South African, Cana-
dian, American, British, 
Swiss, German, French, 
Norwegian, Swedish or 
Danish Tamils, to take the 
oath to fulfill the last undy-
ing wishes of the martyred 
freedom fighters and the 
people. Let us keep the 
flame, for the martyred free-
dom fighters, and for the 
people this year in our 
homes, while conducting 
peaceful assemblies around 
the world. Take this phrase, 
‘Vanakkam, let’s meet in 
Tamil Eelam next year, as 
our vow on this year He-
roes’ Week, as the dawn of 
Sun in the east is clearly 
seen.’ 
(The author can be reached 
at e-mail: sathee-
san_kumaaran@yahoo.com) 

A Tamil Boy at a Rally in Zurich to commemorate the victims of the 
Sri Lankan war . Photo: Courtesy of Associated Press 
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It is to be understood that 
any remembrance is to con-
template the past and to 
draw appropriate lessons 
for the future. 
 
The Boxing Day tsunami 
and the ethnic cleansing of 
Tamils that peaked in May 
2009 both brought catastro-
phic loss of life and prop-
erty. Together they resulted 
in unimaginable suffering 
and both contributed to 
delay the march towards 
our goal. However, these 
have not diminished our 
determination. The context 
of both events were differ-
ent, the natures of both 
were even more fundamen-
tally different. 
 
Contextually we had a de-
veloping and strong De-
facto State to face the Box-
ing Day Tsunami with the 
solid support of the Dias-
pora and other friends as 
well as the high moral sup-
port of the international 
media. Most international 
papers reported stories of 
courage and bravery of our 
people. On the other hand, 
we had to face the genocide 
of May 2009 with the De-
facto State completely de-
molished with all foreign 
assistance cut off and with-
out any witness due to the 
intimidation and suppres-
sion of independent media. 
 
In fact the foundations of 
the May 2009 onslaught was 
laid just after the Boxing 

Day Tsunami when all ef-
forts to rebuild the heavily 
damaged areas were sabo-
taged by the Government of 
Sri Lanka (GoSL) in collabo-
ration with the International 
Community. 
 
The Post Tsunami Opera-
tional Management Structure 
(PTOMS) which was pre-
pared with the assistance of 
Norway and the co-chairs 
and signed by the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) and the President of 
Sri Lanka was thrown out by 
Sri Lanka's Supreme Court 
on technical constitutional 
grounds. Although the Su-
preme Court ruling could 
have been accommodated by 
minor changes, the Interna-
tional Community let the 
PTOMS die. As a conse-
quence, not only did the tsu-
nami affected Tamil areas 
not get any significant por-
tion of the $4.6 billion dollar 
aid, neither did tsunami af-
fected Sinhala or Muslim 
areas – all victims were made 
to suffer by Sri Lanka’s Su-
preme Court. Even the aid 
provided by the Diaspora 
was taxed by the GoSL. 
 
It is important to remember 
that the historical discrimina-
tion in employment oppor-
tunities and infrastructure 
development continued dur-
ing the rebuilding phase after 
the Boxing Day Tsunami, 
and that too with interna-
tional connivance. 
 

The International Commu-
nity and GoSL understood 
any strengthening of the De-
facto State would make it 
impossible to demolish Ee-
lam. 
 
It was in 2005 that India 
made a strategic decision to 
get eliminate of the LTTE. 
China, which was virtually 
neutral till then, started fish-
ing in troubled waters. The 
banning of the LTTE and its 
international blockade is his-
tory. Just as the killing of 13 
soldiers was sold as the cause 
for the July1983 pogrom, the 
closing of the Mavillaru sluice 
gates was sold as the reason 

Remembering and reflecting on 2004 Boxing Day Tsunami  
 
 

by Ram Mohan 

 

“[A]fter the tsunami a lot of 
money was given to the Sri 

Lankan government but most 
of that money was spent in 

Sinhalese areas not in the 
Tamil areas…”  

Prof. Clive Williams of Macquarie 
University Counter-Terrorism Center, 
Sunday agenda, Sky News, 3 May 
2009. 

Tamil Children standing over debris in Mankerni, Sri Lanka after 2004 
Tsunami [Image Courtesy: US Geological Survey] 

for a well prepared (by a 
coalition of 20 govern-
ments) attack on the De-
facto State. 
 
Contemplation of the past 
is not to find fault with 
anyone and it is to be ac-
cepted that post-mortem 
is far easier than anticipa-
tion. 
 
The clear lesson is that no 
economic development is 
possible without political 
independence. The com-
bined damage of Mother 
Nature’s Boxing Day Tsu-
nami and the GoSL’s 2009 
Tsunami are unimaginable 
and have resulted in the 
Eelam population suffer-
ing in concentration 
camps and open prisons. 
 
We cannot forget the 
Boxing Day Tsunami nor 
the catastrophe that even-
tuated till May 2009 and 
they will remain as Re-
membrance Days for con-
templation and future ac-
tion like the Heroes Day. 
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An email written on Wednesday, January 26, 2005 by a recent returnee from Tamil Eelam about witnessing 
incomparable kindness, dedication and discrimination following the catastrophic destruction of  2004 Tsunami  

Death, destruction and  
discrimination... 

 
I have just returned from my 
stay in tsunami affected 
Northeast Sri Lanka, having 
been there from the day the 
tsunami hit. 
The images of the people and 
their suffering are still clear in 
my mind. Their cries for help, 
their wails, their mourning 
still ring loudly in my ears. 
Words cannot describe the 
extent of the damage the peo-
ple I have seen have experi-
enced. I have lost count of 
the number of orphans I 
have come across, the num-
ber of mothers who have 
watched as their infants were 
snatched from their fingers 
by the waters, and the num-
ber of husbands – the bread 
winners – with no family to 
feed. 
Yet, amongst all this atrocity, 
I am amazed at the unity that 
I see in these people. On one 
occasion, my friend had acci-
dentally distributed an extra 
mat to a classroom filled with 
refugees. Each room housed 
about 14 families, and only 
one mat was rationed per 
room. Yet, even amongst all 
the discomfort, the families in 
that particular classroom 
were selfless enough to return 
the extra mat, saying, 
"Brother, we've already re-
ceived our share". 
Everywhere I go, I continue 
to see the tremendous work 
done by TRO (Tamil Reha-
bilitation Organisation). I am 
amazed by their efficiency, 
and their ability to handle 
such a large scale crisis. Every 
refugee I have spoken to only 
had praise for the work done 
by them. Running on a few 

hours sleep each day, I see 
them manage family after 
family, as they arrive by the 
bus load to the refugee camps. 
The LTTE (Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam) too amaze 
me with their dedication to 
the Tamil people. Although 
many of them have sustained 
losses of their own family 
members, they have had the 
courage and determination to 
put their feelings aside in or-
der to serve "their people". 
Three days after the tsunami, 
gloves were scarce. Yet there 
was still a need for the re-
moval of the hundreds of 
bodies being found amongst 
the wreckage. The LTTE's 
commitment to the people, 
the land, and the cause was 
confirmed, in my eyes, when I 
witnessed them removing 
decayed bodies with their bare 
hands. It would be an under-
statement to say they were 
selfless. 
Yet, amongst all this, I con-
tinue to see discrimination 
from the Sri Lankan govern-
ment. Media is still discour-
aged from entering the North-
east, and hence the interna-
tional community is yet not 
informed enough of the ex-
tent of the situation there. 
Day by day, barriers are put 
up, hindering aid from reach-
ing Tamil areas. Anti-Tamil 
acts have been prevalent since 
Sri Lanka received independ-
ence in 1948, yet, the most 
brutal of all forms of discrimi-
nation would have to be the 
ones imposed on the innocent 
Tamils affected by the tsu-
nami. 
The latest of these was the 
detainment of a shipment of 
medical supplies bound for 
Northeast Sri Lanka. While in 
Sri Lanka, I was informed of 

the Sri Lankan Army terroris-
ing Tamil refugee camps, or-
dering for all food and medi-
cal supplies to be handed 
over. I am yet unsure of how 
much foreign aid is actually 
reaching the Northeast prov-
ince. However, the most dis-
turbing of all, would have had 
to be the raping of orphaned 
displaced girls by members of 
the Sri Lankan Army. 
It is ironic, that those consid-
ered 'terrorists' by many na-
tions, the LTTE, are the ones 
serving the people, and the Sri 
Lankan Army are the ones 
terrorising its citizens. 
If Kofi Annan, a man who 
represents neutrality and basic 
human rights, is himself not 
allowed to visit the victims of 
the tsunami, solely because 
they are Tamil and inhabit the 
Northeast province, one 
needs to reassess the reasons 
why the LTTE were forced to 
pick up arms for independ-
ence. 
For years, the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment has victimised 
Tamils. They have been dis-
criminated against in educa-
tion and employment, they 
have been targets of govern-
ment backed up racial vio-

lence, such as the 1983 riots 
which killed thousands of 
Tamils, and they are now be-
ing deprived of humanitarian 
relief. 
The Sri Lankan government's 
discriminatory response to the 
Tamil victims is a perfect ex-
ample of why the Tamil peo-
ple need their own country. 
Their welfare is clearly not of 
any concern to the Sri Lankan 
government, and even in such 
a state of absolute loss, the Sri 
Lankan government is merci-
less enough to discriminate 
against one, simply because he 
or she is Tamil. 
I write this from experience. I 
was there amidst the atrocity. 
I saw the discrimination. I 
witnessed the injustice. 
A 13 year old boy, who had 
lost every member of his fam-
ily, put the situation in North-
east Sri Lanka, in a nut shell: 
"If, even at such a time of 
massive human loss, the Sri 
Lankan government can dis-
criminate against Tamils, then, 
we Tamils are justified in 
fighting for a separate land". 
 
Sampavi Parimalanathan 
Australian Tamil 

A Little Girl's Grief  
A young girl cries as she walks through the debris after the massive tsu-
nami wave swept across coastal Sri Lanka. [Photo Courtesy: Sky News] 
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The Committee on For-
eign Relations 
United States Senate 

The honourable Senator 
John F. Kerry, Chairman 
The honourable Senator 
Richard G. Lugar, Rank-
ing Leader 

Previous CC: 
The honourable Senator 
Russell D.Feingold, Wis-
consin 
The honourable Senator 
Barbara Boxer, California  

Dear Sirs, 

Just when you think you 
know someone, you get a 
rude shock. 

I refer to the recently re-
leased report of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Rela-
tions, discussing the need 
to rechart US strategy on 
Sri Lanka after the war. It 
has to be said that the re-
port was alarming in its 
apologetic contents and its 
misguiding recommenda-
tions have to be rightly 
and swiftly condemned by 
leading observers – as al-
ready been done by Hu-
man Rights Watch. 

American strategy on Sri 
Lanka has historically 
been flawed and out-of-
sync with its values. Sig-
nificant human rights con-
cerns have been marginal-
ized in its calculations and 
a desire to please the Sin-
ghalese-led government of 
Sri Lanka has contributed 
to even more ghastly 
abuses against the Tamil 

people. The recommenda-
tions of this report are no 
different, and are almost 
racist in parts. But mis-
takes of past administra-
tions need not be re-
peated.  

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment is not very deserving 
of many carrots and in 
fact the sticks should be 
carried a bit more force-
fully if anyone is to expect 
major changes in its do-
mestic policies towards 
national reconciliation and 
its treatment of the Tamil 
minority. As admitted to 
in the report, international 
concerns fell on deaf ears 
in Sri Lanka, in-line with 
its historical tendency to 
do so.  

With the serious weaken-
ing of the LTTE, the posi-
tion of the Tamils to ef-
fect the necessary change 
in the hegemonic mindset 
of the majority Sinhalese 
has been severely eroded. 
The only real chance of 
genuine peace arriving in 
Sri Lanka lies strongly 
with the international 
community's ability to 
significantly enhance its 
commitment to protecting 
human rights, build recon-
ciliation efforts and hold 
into account the wrongs 
of the past - as has been 
done successfully in the 
Balkan Peninsula.  

Such re-engagement ef-
forts, in Sri Lanka, are 
preferable to be led again 

by freedom-loving nations 
displaying fundamental 
rights leadership. The 
Tamils, by themselves, do 
not have the influence or 
the power needed to bring 
about the required shift in 
thinking of their protago-
nists. The TNA, as a mi-
nority party within the Sri 
Lankan parliamentary sys-
tem, has limited powers 
and can only take advan-
tage of opportunistic elec-
toral events that present 
themselves. However, 
even these hold the risk of 
evaporating within a short 
timeframe if promises 
made by leading Sinhalese 
political parties are not 
kept. Global leaders need 
to fill this gap, drawing, if 
necessary, on the doc-
trines of Responsibility to 
Protect (R2P). 

In short, for Sri Lanka to 
have its way, it wants to 
be praised for its inhuman 
acts and not be held ac-
countable for it. An UN 
estimate of 20,000 inno-
cent civilians were massa-
cred in the final stages of 
the war and let's not for-
get that Tamil civilians 
have been killed with rou-
tine consistency through-
out the 26-year old con-
flict, against the insur-
gents, contributing to the 
vast majority of a death 
toll in excess of 200,000 
(World Health Organisa-
tion estimate), and not 
70,000 as erroneously car-

An Open Letter to US Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

ried in the report. It now 
glosses over the atrocities 
merely as a “questionable 
conduct” and is unbecom-
ing of an assessment ex-
pected from a high-level 
committee of a country 
that leads the free world, 
and definitely out-of-
character for the Obama 
administration. 

The report also states that 
the “real peace will not come 
overnight to Sri Lanka and 
cannot be imposed from the 
outside”. This is only partly 
true in that for real peace 
to come, the Sinhalese-led 
government would have 
to take large steps towards 
structural reform of its 
constitution, control its 
jittery anti-Tamil constitu-
ents and offer the Tamils 
a formula for significant 
devolution. But that is 
highly unlikely to be 
achieved from the inside 
alone. Sinhalese thinking 
towards reconciliation and 
co-habitation are rudimen-
tary at best and sustained 
foreign pressure is abso-
lutely critical to any suc-
cess in this regard. This 
needs to be taken into 
close account by respected 
policymakers and strate-

“American efforts, 
representing freedom 

loving people, have to be 
focused on helping Sri 

Lanka's oppressed find an 
acceptable political and 
humanitarian solution“ 
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gists. 

The report also seems to 
be infused with Sri 
Lankan government 
propaganda, as noted 
when we read its state-
ment that “Tamil leaders 
have not yet made anticipated 
conciliatory gestures that might 
ease government concerns and 
foster a genuine dialogue”. I 
fail to see what concilia-
tory gestures that the 
Tamils could possibly 
make, being at the losing 
end of the war. Perhaps 
the authors expect the 
Tamils offer their sons for 
sacrifice and their daugh-
ters as slaves, in return for 
the government to accept 
the Tamils as co-habitants 
of the island. The initia-
tives for reconciliation lie 
with the government, ei-
ther current, or whoever 
comes into power in 
forthcoming presidential 
and parliamentary elec-
tions. However, the level 
of magnanimity, and its 
credibility, remains to be 
seen in what they are will-
ing to offer the Tamils 
and win the peace. 

As the report itself admits 
the Sri Lankan govern-

ment criticises US calls for 
much needed political re-
form. It is precisely such 
an attitude towards any 
attempt at bettering itself 
that makes and has made 
life extremely difficult for 
the Tamils of in the 
Northeast of the country. 
The challenges for the 
Tamils in seeking a just 
solution within Sri Lanka 
are extraordinary and 
would require extensive 
international assistance in 
achieving it. 

American efforts, repre-
senting freedom loving 
people, have to be focused 
on helping Sri Lanka's 
oppressed find an accept-
able political and humani-
tarian solution. It should 
be clear to any fair-
minded observer that in 
the history of the conflict, 
all previous attempts at a 
peaceful solution failed 
due to the intransigence of 
successive Singhalese-led 
governments. From the 
Sinhalese side, as a past 
prime minister, Ranil 
Wickramasinghe's lonely 
attempts after the 2002 
ceasefire with the LTTE, 
was promising, but they 

were destroyed in spec-
tacular fashion by then 
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunge. There was no 
other peace attempt either 
genuine or serious enough 
to merit mention. 

The report does, in parts, 
acknowledge the lack of 
credibility of the Sri 
Lankan government in 
addressing the needs of 
Tamils and Muslims of 
the country, but its overall 
pro-government tenor was 
disappointing as a starting 
point for discussions on 
American strategy in 
South Asia. Instead, it may 
have been a good starting 
point for an Iranian strat-
egy on Sri Lanka. 

The strategic value of Sri 
Lanka to the US has been 
overstated, especially con-
sidering India's overtures 
towards a close strategic 
partnership with America. 
In any case, it should be 
noted within American 
policy makers that the 
only strategic interest for 
the US, in the subconti-
nent, is a foothold in the 
region and not necessarily 
in current geographical 
boundaries of Sri Lanka 

John F. Kerry, Chairman, US Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations 

per say.  

If we have that frame of 
mind, then the crafting of 
US foreign policies can 
take admired American 
values into account, show 
good global leadership 
practices and not rush into 
embracing countries with 
gross human rights re-
cords with unbridled pas-
sion. And this approach 
would be much more in-
line with the Obama doc-
trine of fighting for the 
rights of oppressed people 
around the world. No 
more is that necessary 
than in the case of the 
Tamils of Sri Lanka. 

For the sake of the some 
good coming through evil, 
I do hope Tamil concerns 
are taken into strong con-
sideration in upcoming 
debates for a future US 
strategy on Sri Lanka. 

Yours sincerely,  
Sivas Sivaskanthan  
Independent Tamil Activ-
ist  
Melbourne, Australia 

The author can be reached 
at: 
sivas.sivaskanthan@gmail.
com 

Richard G.Lugar, Ranking Member, US Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations 
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The Queensland Chapter 
is now composed of spe-
cialised working units 
which carry out their ac-
tivities in an autonomous 
but integrated manner. 
Main field of activities for 
the month included: 
 
Political Lobbying 
 
ATC participated in the ALP 
Forum and was successful in 
strengthening relationships 
between ATC and key politi-
cal contacts. 
 
ALP Union Israel Palestine 
Forum - ATC attended and 
actively participated. 
 
Wooloowin/Kalinga ALP 
Branch Meeting - ATC at-
tended and participated. 
 
20th Anniversary Wayne 
Goss Dinner - this dinner 
celebrated the historic 1989 
Labour Victory. ATC at-
tended and participated. 
 
Collaborative Participation 
with Rights Groups  
ATC members actively par-

ticipated at the 27th Novem-
ber “Rally for Refugee 
Rights” at Brisbane Square, 
organised by the Refugee 
Action Collective (RAC) 
QLD. Dr Brian Senewiratne 
spoke on ‘Sri Lankan Tamil 
issues and Asylum seekers 
rights’. ATC has also ad-
dressed 5 different church 
gatherings recently. 
ATC members also partici-
pated in public awareness 
campaign with the RAC in 
flyer distribution campaign 
on Refugee Rights at differ-
ent Sunday Markets. 
 
As part of ongoing collabora-
tive initiatives, Queensland 
Chapter held a “Human 
Rights Day Forum” at the 
Toowong Senior’s Held on 
13 December 2009 with the 
support of Refugee Action 
Collective. The moderator 
for the event was Ms. 
Frederika Steen, Refugee 
Advocate and former immi-
gration officer. The speakers 

included Mr. Andrew Bart-
lett, Refugee Advocate and 
former Democrat Senator, 
Mr. Peter Ardnt, Catholic 
Peace & Justice Commission, 
Ms. Pamela Curr, Refugee 
Advocate from Asylum 
Seeker Resource Centre, Mel-
bourne, Dr. Brian Se-
newiratne, ATC, Mr. Ian 
Rintoul, Refugee Action Col-
lective and Fr Pan Jordon, 
Caritas Humanitarian worker, 
Tamil Catholic Priest. ATC 
Qld thanks Mr. Paul 
McKinnon for all his effort 
to have this event on the 
originally scheduled day, but 
in a different venue.   
 
Welcome to Tamil Asylum 
Seekers 
A batch of 45 young adults, 
43 males and 2 females, ar-
rived from Christmas Islands 
on 24 November at the Bris-
bane airport. Another batch 
of 8 people arrived from 
Christmas Islands on 11 De-
cember. ATC members were 

Report from ATC Queensland 
at the airport to receive them 
along with representatives 
from other Tamil organisa-
tions and the Multicultural 
Development Association, a 
focal organisation for the 
asylum seekers welfare in 
Queensland.  
 
We all were very emotional 
and felt connected to the 
new arrivals.  Members will 
keep in touch with the new 
arrivals to make them feel 
welcome without being intru-
sive. 
 
Membership Drive 
Membership drive is pro-
gressing steadily. Members 
have been joining every 
week. Membership commit-
tee distributed news letters 
and membership campaign 
materials at two different 
functions to create awareness 
of the ATC among Brisbane 
Tamils 

Report from ATC New South Wales 

Membership Drive 

A national membership 
drive on Inpathamil Oli -24 
hour Tamil radio was con-
ducted on 13 December 
2009 from 9am to 6pm. We 
were overwhelmed by the 
support and participation 
from the community all 
over Australia. 

Interviews from key indi-
viduals in ATC were broad-
casted and all the states 
participated and highlighted 
the achievements of their 
chapter and the need to 
unite under one organisa-

tion. 

We sincerely thank the di-
rector of Inpathamil Oli - 
Mr Balasingham Prab-
hakaran and all the mem-
bers who volunteered on 
that day to make this day a 
success. 

Grants 

The ATC Grants Working 
Group have been successful 
in obtaining two grants ap-
plied under ATC. It is very 
encouraging for a young 
organisation such as ATC 
to be able to receive these 

grants and it further confirms 
that ATC has earned credibil-
ity and trust within the wider 
Australian community and 
Australian government.  

 

Women’s Advocacy Group 

The Women’s Advocacy 
Group of ATC has made 
progress in securing several 
appointments with key parlia-
mentarians and policy makers 
in January 2010 to discuss the 
plight of Tamil women and 
children who have been vic-
tims of decades of war. 

Working with refugee sup-
port group with detainees 
in Villawood 

 ATC is working with the 
Refugee Support Group pro-
viding assistance to the 
Tamil refugees in the Villa-
wood detention centre. 

We have received calls from 
Villawood requesting sup-
port and our dedicated ATC 
volunteers have donated 
some magazines and In-
pathamil Oli radios to the 
detainees. 
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Report from ATC South Australia 

Our activities started with a 
Temple prayer on 13th No-
vember 2009 to remember 
the 180 days of incarcera-
tion of Tamils in Northern 
Sri Lanka. This was fol-
lowed by a Church service 
on 28th of November 2009. 
Temple prayer meeting was 
well attended and used the 
occasion to get the signa-
ture on “300,000 Tamils 
need 30 seconds of your 
life” campaign card, as well 
as to brief the wider com-
munities of what is happen-
ing to the detainees. Our 
migrant related work and 
political activities under-
taken in SA are outlined 
below.  
 
Migrants and Refugees 
Related Work 
Assistance to Tamil mi-
grants and refugees has 
been going on for some-
time, initiated by Ceylon 
Tamil Association (CTA). 
Presently, ATC has taken 
the initiative, as we jointly 
work. We are helping 
skilled migrants, who have 
been sponsored by South 
Australian Government, to 
find accommodation, em-
ployment and integrate 
them with Tamil commu-
nity here in Adelaide.  
 
• Department of Immigra-

tion and Citizenship 
(DIAC) contacted ATC 
and CTA members to 
discuss settlement of 
Tamil refugees from 
Christmas Island in SA. 
DIAC requested our help 
with providing a social 
network for these refu-
gees, finding Tamil speak-
ing practitioners, job seek-

ing etc, as done in the 
past.  Refugees are ex-
pected to arrive in Ade-
laide just before Christmas 
and another group before 
New Year.  The exact 
number of arrivals is un-
known at this stage.   

 
•  A meeting with a group 

named Circle of Friends 
(COF) was held recently. 
COF is a small, but very 
committed group, who 
have been involved in a 
variety of activities to sup-
port refugees from all 
parts of the world.  COF 
works in conjunction with 
Australian Refugee Asso-
ciation (ARA), a non-
profitable charity organisa-
tion. COF currently sup-
ports a few Tamil youths.  

 
•  At that meeting, ATC 

agreed to help COF with 
sending petitions to the 
Minister of Housing, 
Tania Plibersek with re-
gard to housing for the 
new migrants, supplying 
reading materials in Tamil 
& mobile telephones to 
refugees in Christmas Is-
land. All are welcome to 
help with this project. 

 
•  ATC members partici-

pated in public forum run 
by Migrant & Refugee 
Research Cluster (MRRC) 
in Adelaide held on 04 
December 2009. Promi-
nent speakers included 
Andrew Bartlett (former 
Democratic Party Sena-
tor), Bernadette McGrath 
(Clinical psychologist), 
Julie Robinson 
(Researcher and convenor 
of the New Arrivals Re-

search Network) &  Deslie 
Billich (Senior Investigator 
of Mulligan Inquiry into 
children in state 
care).  MRRC was launched 
in July 09 in an effort to 
foster relationships with 
academia and practising 
communities and influence 
policy changes for the bet-
terment of refugees regard-
ing migration and other 
related issues. Others who 
attended are Amnesty Inter-
national, Refugee Associa-
tion of Australia, Centrelink 
etc. Future meetings, ATC 
intend to use this opportu-
nity to network with many 
advocates and community/
welfare organisations assist-
ing refugees 

  
Political and Awareness 
Campaign 
• Tamil community contact 

with Socialist Alliance has 
helped to spread awareness 
of refugee issues and politi-
cal situation in Sri Lanka to 
wider communities and 
other organizations. This 
was developed through per-
sonal contact and participa-
tion in their conference. We 
are continuing to develop 
our networking. Heartening 
aspect was an Australian 
couple, Barbara and Warren 
wanted to join ATC and 
said they are glad to be 
“honorary Tamils”. Perhaps 
there is a message for all of 
us.  

 
• ATC members met with the 

SA Representative of 
CMFEU, Martin O Malley 
regarding sending a motion 
to Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd, to raise the Sri-
Lankan Tamils issue at 

CHOGM.  This meeting 
was initiated by Ruth 
Ratcliffe of Socialist Alli-
ance Group SA 

 
•  The Green Left Weekly 

Newspaper, published by 
the Socialist Alliance, in the 
past 3-4 months has run 
cover stories and other arti-
cles of interest on Tamil 
issues and asylum seekers. 

  
• Socialist Alliance Group has 

also linked ATC with Sue 
Gilby, who is an active 
member of many commit-
tees including Adelaide 
Peace Committee and 
Women’s International 
League for Peace and Free-
dom.  She was recently 
awarded the Bremen Peace 
Prize for her work. Sue runs 
a peace and social justice 
radio program weekly on 
Sundays, Radio Adelaide, 
101.5 FM at 12.30. An ATC 
member will soon be inter-
viewed on Tamils issues in 
this program. We are in 
contact with director of 
public relation to make it a 
success. 

 
• We have been sending 

printed copies of National 
News Letter published by 
ATC to politicians in South 
Australia on a regular basis. 
This is to keep the commu-
nication open and also to 
keep them informed of lat-
est development with re-
spect IDP and EDP of 
Tamil origin and ATC ac-
tivities in Australia. To 
show our appreciation to 
federal and state politicians 
for their positive response, 
Seasons greetings were sent 
to all. 
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Mandana Ismail Abeywick-
rema | The Sunday Leader 
| Nov 29th, 2009  
 
 
Leading hoteliers told The 
Sunday Leader that they 
were being approached by 
“associates close to the 
Rajapaksa brothers” push-
ing them to purchase large 
tracts of land at 
Kuchchaveli in the Trin-
comalee District.  The 
land is held in the names 
of companies registered 
“overnight” they said. 
 
A leading hotelier request-
ing anonymity told The 
Sunday Leader that a 
“bogus businessman” 

who had received a plot 
of land in the coastal area 
of Kuchchaveli had re-
quested him to invest Rs. 
5 million to construct a 
hotel in the area. 
 
He said most of the busi-
nessmen who have ap-
plied for land in the 
Kuchchaveli coastal area 
were either from the 
Hambantota District or 
supporters of the Raja-
paksa administration. 
Collaborating these 
charges, Eastern Province 
Chief Minister Sivane-
sathurai Chandrakanthan 
said he has objected to a 
proposed tourism devel-

opment project in the 
Kuchchaveli coastal area 
in the Trincomalee Dis-
trict claiming it did not 
have the official approval 
of either the Chief Minis-
ter or the Provincial Land 
Commissioner. 
 
Chandrakanthan told The 
Sunday Leader that the 
UDA, Trincomalee GA 
and the Tourism Ministry 
had decided the project 
without receiving the nec-
essary approval from the 
Chief Minister. 
 
According to the proposal 
about eight acres of prime 
land in the Kuchchaveli 

Trinco Land Grab 

coastal area are to be dis-
tributed among 132 busi-
nessmen to develop the 
area as a tourist destina-
tion. 
 
“I objected to it and 
stopped the project as 
neither the Provincial 
Land Commissioner nor I 
were informed of it. Ac-
cording to the prevailing 
laws, it is necessary for 
any project to be launched 
in the Province to receive 
necessary approval from 
the Chief Minister,” 
Chandrakanthan said. 

On behalf of the Australian 
Tamil Congress, Bala Vignes-
waran spent one week during 
mid-December in Christmas 
Island representing the Aus-
tralian Tamil Community and 
met a number of Tamil de-
tainees in the Immigration 
Detention Centre.  

We assured the detainees that 
the Tamil community in Aus-
tralia is very keen to see an 
early resolution for their hu-
manitarian visa applications 
and a smooth settlement of 
them in Australia as new 
Tamil migrants. We encour-
aged them to do everything 
possible to develop mental 
and physical readiness and 
language and personal skills to 
start new lives. Further, we 
sought their expectations 
from the Tamil community in 

Australia with respect to assist-
ing them during their stay in 
the detention centre and settle-
ment.    

ATC expressed interest to the 
Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship (DIAC) in late 
November 2009 to visit the 
Immigration Detention Centre 
in Christmas Island to meet 
the Tamil detainees. The pro-
posed purposes of the visit 
were to establish communica-
tion between the Tamil detain-
ees and the community, to 
demonstrate the support of 
the Tamil community in the 
mainland Australia and to 
work with DIAC and the ser-
vice providers in the affairs of 
Tamil humanitarian visa appli-
cants during and after the de-
tention. DIAC invited Bala 
Vigneswaran to visit the Immi-

gration Detention Centre as its 
guest. On ATC’s suggestion, 
DIAC invited a Hazara 
(Afghanistan) community rep-
resentative as well to travel 
along.     

Due to the privacy require-
ments and sensitive nature of 
the detention, cameras or mo-
bile phones were not allowed 
into the detention centre. 
However, a reasonable access 
was facilitated for us to meet all 

A Visit to the Christmas Island Detention Center 

Tamil detainees – men, 
women, unaccompanied mi-
nors and families. Very useful 
interactions were made be-
tween the detainees and ATC, 
on behalf of the Tamil com-
munity.  Further details re-
garding ATC’s visit to Christ-
mas Island can be obtained by 
writing to 
info@australiantamilcongress.
com or calling 1300 660 629  
 

Christmas Island Detention Center 
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If you are a Victorian year 10, 11 or 12 student, this competition gives you the chance to write about important, topical human 
rights issues. The competition is staged annually by the Castan Centre for Human Rights Law, based at Monash University, and 
is proudly supported by the Victoria Law Foundation. 
 
2010 Writing for Human Rights essay topic 
"Criminals don't deserve the same human rights as everyone else" 
 
Should convicted paedophiles be allowed to live near schools? Should criminals be allowed to vote while in prision? Do crimi-
nals deserve to fulfil their right to education while serving time? Some human rights, such as freedom of association and move-
ment, are already denied to criminals serving prison terms (and sometimes afterwards as well), but should there be more limita-
tions? Just what human rights do criminals deserve? 
 

For more information, please visit: http://www.law.monash.edu.au/castancentre/cc-human-writes/  

Castan Centre Writing for Human Rights Essay Competition 

ATC encourages our young members to enter this competition 

The Soul 
The soul is a lighthouse in the dark of the 
night. Invisible to the eye, a formless 
structure of towering strength. When free 
from obstruction, its shares an all-
pervading light with the world. 
The soul is one’s pet dog. Wherever one 
may go, he will follow. He is one’s most 
loyal companion. The ultimate attention-
seeker with the most innocent of inten-
tions: to love and to be loved. 

The soul is a 24-hour radio channel. 
One is easily distracted by all other 
available frequencies: the temptation 
of popular culture, the superficial 
appeal of contemporary beats and 
sounds. Regardless, it remains relent-
less: hour-to-hour, minute-to-minute, 
second-to-second. 
It does not concern itself with 
whether or not you want to listen. 
The soul is a wooden see-saw, for any 
biased pressure placed upon it will 
cause it to sink. A careful balance 
alone, may keep it afloat. 

The soul is the sea, a gravity-bound blanket of 
water. It is responsible for the functioning of 
every being, every life-form upon the planet. 
It is the ultimate beacon of life and a constant 
reminder of innate commonality of man. 
The soul is one’s mother, an infallible but 
cryptic source of guidance. A precious yet 
easily neglected jewel. Only when held up to 
light, the light of consciousness, can one truly 
comprehend and appreciate the depths of its 
intricate beauty. 
Janani Muhunthan 

Young Tamil boys stands behind a barbed-wire fence in the Menikfarm 
refugee camp in Sri Lanka April 29, 2009. [Photo Courtesy of 
Reuters]  

Photo Courtesy: Refugees United Australia 
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A Book on Nineteenth century American Medical 
Missionaries in Jaffna, Ceylon by Thiru Arumugam 

In 1816 the first American Missionaries came to Jaffna and during the nineteenth cen-
tury about half a dozen medical missionaries were among them. Foremost of them 
was Samuel Fisk Green MD who started Ceylon’s first western medical school and 
trained about 113 medical practitioners.  He also translated eight leading medical text-
books including Gray’s Anatomy (4500 pages in all) into Tamil.   

This 272 page book printed in Australia is a hardback printed on very high quality pa-
per and is stitch bound.  An Index and Bibliography are included. ISBN 
9780646520902.  

Contact: thiru.aru@gmail.com or phone +61 (0)2 8850 4798 

  
Price is AUD 30 plus postage AUD 10 within Australia or AUD 20 worldwide.  
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Martyr’s Day  

At this threshold 
of the millennium, 
thirty thousand of us 
Canadian Tamils, 
did converge thrice  
in ardent batches 
on Nov.27, 1999 
at CNE Exhibition place, 
crowding Downtown 
and creating history, 
as our beloved Toronto 
watched wide eyed 
with amazed wonder! 
 
With heavy hearts 
and tear rimmed eyes 
did we gather together, 
to pay homage, salute,  
honour and remember 
our immortal heroes! 
The young martyrs, 
both boys and girls 
who, of their own accord 
chose to sacrifice their all 
for the cause of Tamil Eelam!  
For the past two decades 
these selfless youngsters,  
numbering well over 15 000, 
each single one of them 
with the same feelings 
desires and aspirations 
as any youth on earth, 
under Prabakaran’s leadership 
rose against the unjust lot 
thrust on us Sri Lankan Tamils 
by the ruthless Sinhalese rule. 
 
After first resorting to all 
non-violent ways and means 
of protests and processions, 
negotiations and cease fires, 
and even fasts unto death, 
these valiant warriors, 
flocked together with one aim, 
forgetting the self, family, friend, 

hope, home, comfort,  
till they fell one by one!  
The world has to understand 
that they were literally forced  
to tread the path of violence,  
by the unjust rule  
of the despotic state!  
 
We are well aware 
how our community 
time and time again 
has lost progress 
in every possible sphere 
due to the discord, divisions 
and petty rivalry, 
which disrupt harmony 
in the eternal wrangle 
for control and power. 
But this Martyrs’ Day 
Tamil immigrants worldwide 
did accomplish the impossible 
to blaze a confident confirmation 
of our strength and solidarity! 
Tamils, young and old 
and even the tottering infirm 
assembled to pledge total support 
to our victorious leader Praba! 
We must always remember 
that our unity is our strength! 
Let us celebrate this unity 
as our spirits soar in joyous flight! 
At last our freedom is in sight! 
Strict Sri Lankan mass-media 
censorship repeatedly distorts 
and paints quite a different story!  
The people of the world believe it 
and carry on regardless 
unaware of the pathetic plight 
of our suffering civilian brethren. 
 
Oh! World Tamil immigrants 
safe in all possible nooks  
and corners of the globe! 
We fled like shameless cowards 
to escape the terror, trauma 

and carnage that is this war 
which still rages unabated 
causing untold destruction 
wreck and ruin to our people! 
Come one and all! Let us now 
unite to help the thousands  
of our scattered suffering refugees 
suffering without the basic essen-
tials 
of food shelter and clothing. 
Let each immigrant family 
adopt a needy child from our land 
for just twenty dollars a month 
as a step towards rehabilitation! 
 
Righteousness will always prevail! 
Our brave young warriors 
move forward like whirlwinds, 
reaping the rewards of their toil! 
The vanquished Sri Lankan army 
is retreating and running away! 
Our independence is at last 
in sight in the horizon! 
 
Peace is in the air everywhere 
and there is celebration and joy 
with resolving age old conflicts. 
We too want the healing balm of 
Peace,  
PEACE WITH JUSTICE! 
Oh You! The United Nations! 
The Leaders of the world!! 
The International Mass Media!  
Please hasten and come forward 
at least now, even at this stage 
to intervene and initiate 
all what is essential 
to negotiate for harmony 
and a JUST PEACE, 
for us to forge forward 
with freedom and joy  
to greet the new millennium! 
 

Lalitha Brodie 
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Happy New Year from ATC 

Dear ATC member, 
 
Amidst the pain, suffering and agony endured by our Tamil people, we all live in hope that one day peace, justice and free-
dom will prevail for our brethren. 
 
Let us pledge that we turn 
Our despair into hope 
Our hope into action 
And our action into results. 
 
The Australian Tamil Congress wishes you and your loved ones a safe ending to this year and a positive start to the new 
year. 
 
"Hope doesn't come from calculating whether the good news is winning out over the bad. It's simply a choice to take ac-
tion." 
Anna Lappe, O Magazine, June 2003 
 
"It is difficult to say what is impossible, for the dream of yesterday is the hope of today and the reality of tomorrow." 
Robert H. Goddard (1882 - 1945) 

 

Artwork: Scott Enderby 

A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT! 
 
ATC's monthly newsletter has been archived with National Library of Australia. Please visit this link: 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.arc-112241 
 
The tireless hard work of the ATC newsletter team, contributors and editors will be archived for generations to come!  A special 
thank you to Kumaran (WA) and Varuni (NSW) who got this done. 
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‘Asylum is a Human Right’ - Perth Rally  
Asylum is a Human Right was 
the main banner and slogan of 
a Rally organized by Commu-
nity Groups belonging to the 
Tamil, Palestinian, Kurdish, 
Afghanistan, Sudan and Bur-
mese communities along with 
Socialist Alliance, the Green 
Party, Refugee Rights Action 
Network (RRAN) and Mari-
time Union of Australia 
(MUA) at 12:30pm on Satur-
day the 5th of December 2009 
on the occasion of the UN 
Human Rights Day, the 10th 
of December. About 200 peo-
ple gathered in front of the 
Uniting Church at the corner 
of Hay Street and Williams 
Street in the main shopping 
area of Perth while their com-
patriots were busy with Christ-
mas shopping. While the par-
ticipants were waving flags and 
placards, Mr. Alex Bainbridge 
of the Socialist Alliance func-
tioned as the MC and invited 
the various representatives to 
address the gathering.  

Dr. Rajeswaran, President of 
the Australian Tamil Congress, 
addressed on behalf of the 
Tamil community followed by 
Mr. Phil Chilton of RRAN, 
Ms. Katie of the Friends of 
Palestine, Senator Rachel 
Siewert of the Greens, Mr. 
Sam Wainwright of the MUA 
and Mr. Brin of the Kurdish 
community. All the speakers 
spoke of Refugee Rights in 
general and emphasized the 
responsibility of the Australian 
Government as a signatory to 
the Refugee Convention. The 
highlight of the day was Alex, 
the MC, speaking to Alex, the 
Spokesperson of the refugees 
in the ship docked at Merak in 
Indonesia. The shouts of sup-
port from the gathering to the 
refuges in Merak were relayed 
by the phones of the two 
Alexes. Alex, the Spokesperson 
for the refuges thanked the 
gathering and the Australian 
people in general for their soli-

darity and everyone shouted 
‘Australia let the Refugees in’. 

Space will not permit reporting 
the speeches of individual 
speakers but in general the 
Speakers emphasized the prob-
lems of their communities while 
expressing solidarity with all the 
other communities in general 
and in particular with the Refu-
gees in Merak. They also traced 
the source of the problems of 
Refugees which squarely lay in 
the governments of the native 
countries of the Refugees . It 
was argued that the Interna-
tional Community helped the 
native governments to create 

the Refugees and it is ironical 
that the same IC refuses entry 
to the Refugees. There were 
also calls for the recognition of 
the right of Self Determination 
of oppressed Nations and end-
ing of wars which will prevent 
refugees leaving their countries. 
The common speakers from 
Greens, RRAN and MUA were 
more political and stated that 
the Investments by Australia 
and other countries in Sri 
Lanka and similar made them 
to cooperate with Sri Lanka 
and Israel and the like. They 
called for ending the ties with 
repressive regimes Israel and 
Sri Lanka. They also called for 

the withdrawal of troops 
from Afghanistan. They 
argued that by and large 
people in Australia are not 
racists but that the two main 
parties are trying very hard 
to perpetuate racism in the 
minds of people. 
After the speeches, the par-
ticipants marched through 
the shopping area with their 
banners and placards and 
shouting slogans: “Asylum 
is a Human Right”, 
“Australia Let the Refugees 
in”, “No to Pacific Solu-
tion”, “No to Indonesian 
Solution”, “No to outsourc-
ing of the Refugee Prob-
lem”, “Close the Christmas 
Island Detention Centre”, 
“Refugees are welcome” etc. 
When the marchers re-
turned to the Church, Mr. 
Alex, MC, made the con-
cluding remarks and then 
repeating the slogans ech-
oed by the crowd and finally 
vowed to come again and 
again in support of the refu-
gees and the participants 
repeated that several times 
before dispersing. The op-
pressed peoples and op-
pressed Nations have begun 
to unite and that is the road 
to Liberation. 

One of the silhouettes symbolising the innocent Tamils murdered by the Sri Lankan armed forces 
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Seeman - A new comet in the southern sky            

Seeman the movie director 
turned civil activist launched his 
organization “Naam Tamizhar” 
(We are Tamils) recently from 
the ancient city of  Madurai in 
Tamil Nadu. 

Several thousand men and  
women marched through the 
streets of Madurai and congre-
gated at the public meeting 
where Seeman announced that 
his organizations objective is 
not to indulge in power seeking 
politics, but to care for the 
Tamil people, advance the lib-
eration struggle of the Sri 
Lankan Tamils (Eelam Tamils) 
and provide social justice by 
eliminating the caste-based 
structure from the Tamil speak-
ing world. 

Seeman has carved a niche for 
him self in the Tamil speaking 
world with his bold and articu-
lative speeches. 

Seeman organized several pub-
lic meetings during the final 
phases of the Sri Lanka civil 
war and has focused on the 
humanitarian aspect of the cri-
sis. He has expressed open 
support to the struggle of the 
Tamil rebels and wears a T-
Shirt with a photo of V. Prab-
hakaran - the leader of the 
Tamil Tigers. 

Seeman argues that Sri Lankan 
issue should not be viewed as 
terrorism but as a freedom 
struggle by an oppressed ethnic 
group. Seeman also argues that 
the Tamil rebels are the real 
friends of India and highlights 
the fact that Sri Lanka stood 
with Pakistan and China during 
India’s conflict with those 
countries. 

Seeman has the knack to hold 
the crowd captive during his 
speeches. His body language 
and emotionally charged 
speeches would make almost 

anybody and everybody to agree 
with his lines of thought. See-
man asks several intriguing ques-
tions regarding India’s role in the 
Sri Lankan conflict, including the 
inaction of the Indian forces is 
protecting the lives of Indian 
fishermen who were killed by the 
Sri Lankan forces. 

Succumbing to pressure from 
some Tamil Nadu Congress 
members, Seeman was arrested 
by the state police but was re-
leased later with a verdict by the 
court that Seeman had done 
nothing against the interests of 
the nation. 

Some of Seemans intriguing 
statements: 

Instead of just protecting 
Budha’s teeth, if they had focus-
sed on protecting his words, 
there would have been no blood-
shed in Sri Lanka. 

You can arrest me and put me in 
jail, but how can you control my 
thoughts and imagination? 

When the Congress government 
continuously ignores the killing 
of Indian fishermen by a foreign 
government aren’t they sowing 
the seeds of separatism? 

Seeman in several of his 
speeches exhibitted his quick wit. 
When J. Jayalalitha - the opposi-
tion leader in Tamil Nadu com-
mented that Indian army should 
be sent to Sri Lanka to carve an 
independent Eelam, the Con-
gress spokesperson Gulam Nabi 
Azad ridiculed and asked, how 
can we send our army to a for-
eign nation. Reacting to it See-
man commented that Gulam 
should have given this advice to 
his own leader Rajiv when it was 
prudent and could have avoided 
all this mess. While Seeman’s 
speeches are emotional, he is 
eloquent to mix humor and in-
trospective questions which 
keeps his audience wanting 
more. 

During the past election, Seeman 

along with few of his friends, 
campaigned not to get votes, 
but to prevent votes going to 
Congress which he says is the 
biggest enemy of the nation. His 
campaign resulted in the rout of 
several senior Congress leaders, 
including Union Ministers. The 
prominent losers from the Con-
gress include Union Ministers 
E.V.K.S. Elangovan from 
Erode and Mani Shankar Aiyar 
from Mayiladuthurai, former 
Union Minister R. Prabhu from 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu Con-
gress Committee president K.V. 
Thangkabalu from Salem. In a 
see-saw battle, Union Home 
Minister P. Chidambaram of the 
Congress won by a narrow mar-
gin of 3,354 votes. 

Seeman seem to have realized 
that real change to this nation 
cannot come from politicians 
but only through the creation of 
a vigilant civil society. 

Seeman also practices what he 
preaches. He champions the 
revival of Indian languages and 
speaks Tamil without mixing 
any English words. He also 
made a movie in which English 
words were avoided. Learn as 
many languages you should, 
speak all languages in its true 
form and before all, learn your 
mother tongue first and respect 
it - this is what seeman  
preaches and practices. 

Seeman strongly believes that a 
new independent nation for the 
Tamils of Sri Lanka is not just 
the need of the Tamils of that 
region, but also the only option 
for India to have a friendly 
force in the south. Seeman pro-
claims that the Tamils of Sri 
Lanka are the real friends of 
India and with the strong ethnic 
and cultural bonding they share 
with the Tamils of India, the 
trust and cooperation will be 
strong unless India continues to 
alienate the Eelam Tamils. 

Seemans flag for Naam Tamilar 

is strikingly similar to that of 
the Tamil Rebels of Sri 
Lanka. A roaring tiger with 
the text “We are Tamils” in 
red background. Tiger is also 
the symbol of the ancient 
kingdom Chola - the only 
Indian kingdom with largest 
foreign invasions incorporat-
ing far away territories in 
South and South East Asia. 
The Chola dynasty symbol-
izes a prosperous and super 
power status for India, espe-
cially the South. 

Seeman’s naamtamilar.org 
spreads his policies - socio-
economic reforms and politi-
cal agenda through Internet. 
Very rarely do we see people 
who enter public life with 
the objective of not engaging 
in Power Politics but doing 
something beyond that. In-
dia needs more and more 
civil activists who stress the 
importance to respect and 
honor people’s life and aspi-
rations, no matter from 
which corner of our nation 
they are from. India needs to 
realize that it is a BIG nation 
and start taking care of re-
gional aspirations to its ad-
vantage. 

Leaders like Seeman who 
display genuine care for re-
gional aspirations are indeed 
very rare. Of the thousands 
of known comets in the solar 
system, Halley’s comet is one 
of some 200 that appear to 
us periodically. Halley’s 
comet orbits Earth every 76 
years; the next flyby will 
occur in 2061. However in 
the Tamil-speaking world 
looks as though it appeared 
now – in the name of glow-
ing Seeman. 

[Source: 
http://truthdive.com/2009/
11/26/seeman-a-new-
comet-in-the-southern-sky/] 

  

 By Kandhan 



In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 
community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Postal Address: 
P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 
Tel: 1300 660 629  
Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

“Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace”                            

Mission 

“The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ”                            

Objective 

“As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 
change through ‘Collective Global Tamil’ action to institute and educate people on Tamils’ right 
to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 
Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-
tions. ” 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 


