
Murasu 

Australian Tamil Congress 

Global Tamil Forum – British Prime Minister calls 
for an independent war crimes inquiry in Sri Lanka  

David Cameron made clear today that given the serious 
allegations and alleged evidence that continues to surface 
in relation to war crimes during the closing weeks of the 
civil war in Sri Lanka an independent investigation was 
necessary. 

The issue was raised with him by Siobhain McDonagh 

MP during Prime Ministers Questions. Photos which 

emerged last week are said to show a massacre of Tam-

ils. The Sri Lankan External Affairs Minister, G.L. Peiris, 

rejected this evidence as fraudulent. Previously a video, 

apparently showing government troops summarily exe-
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cuting Tamil men, was examined by the UN Special Rap-

porteur on summary and extra-judicial executions. His 

analysis found the evidence credible and strongly suggests 

the video is authentic. 

Ms McDonagh MP also raised concerns over the role of 

the British PR firm Bell Pottinger, who have been em-

ployed by the government of Sri Lanka to rehabilitate 

their image. They are paying Bell Pottinger in the region 

of £3million per year – this does not sit well with the fact 

that the British government have provided Sri Lanka with 

£13.5m over the past 2 years in humanitarian funding. 

The Prime Minister has previously spoken of the ‗urgent 

need to shine the light of transparency on lobbying.‘ 

 

One-eyed View of  Sri Lanka 

Antony Loewenstein 

A Western journalist visits the Suda-
nese capital Khartoum to interview 
President Omar al-Bashir. The re-
p o r t e r ,  a f t e r  c a l l i n g  h i m 
"controversial" due to his "bloody" 
record in fighting terrorism, gives the 
leader a platform to explain his views 

and tactics. The only other voice featured in the piece is 
a commentator who backs the government wholeheart-
edly. The fact that Bashir has been charged in 2010 by 
the International Criminal Court for genocide in Darfur 
is glossed over in the story. 
 
This piece would be rightly called propaganda, the lack 
of enquiry revealing an inability to understand the rea-
sons Bashir wanted to speak to a Westerner. Bashir is 
undoubtedly a legitimate person to interview but the 
skill is painting an entire picture of the people suffering 
under his rule, not least the minorities and those in Dar 
Fur 
Sadly, The Australian's Rowan Callick was easily seduced 

by the allure of an exclusive chat with Sri Lanka's De-

fence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa and this week pub-

lished a number of articles from his lightning visit. His 

trip was "not paid for by the Sri Lanka government or 

by anybody in any way associated with Sri Lanka", Cal-

lick told me but it appears he engaged with nobody oth-

er than officials while in the country. 

 

Amazingly, Callick didn't even mention that Gotabaya 

has consistently said that no civilians were killed by the 

Sri Lankan government in the final phases of its brutal 

war against the Tamil Tigers despite every major human 

rights group in the world detailing a litany of war crimes 

against the top echelons of the Colombo regime. Up to 

40,000 Tamil civilians were murdered, according to for-

mer UN official in Colombo, Gordon Weiss. Britain is 

now calling for a fully independent war crimes investiga-

tion into the serious allegations. time and this is certainly 

true. 

More  

http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_10_27_004.html
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_10_27_004.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/hardtalk/8725899.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/hardtalk/8725899.stm
http://www.tamileelamnews.com/news/publish/tns_13014.shtml
http://www.tamileelamnews.com/news/publish/tns_13014.shtml
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/40326.html
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/antony-loewenstein-27604.html
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National Political Team’s Report 
Meeting with Government Officials (Oct 8, 2010) 

This meeting, which is a part of Federal Government/

Tamil Diaspora consultations, was attended by seven 

ATC representatives, along with representatives from 

other Tamil groups. ATC‘s dominant representation at 

this forum reflects the strong relationships ATC repre-

sentatives have built with key policy makers over time, 

and is an achievement we all can be proud of. This also 

gave ATC the opportunity to raise the concerns and as-

pirations of our members with the officials. 

The government team was represented by officials from 

AusAID, DFAT and DIAC. 

The officials encouraged feedback/questions from the 

attendees and all officials in attendance took time and 

effort to address the concerns raised by us. 

 

The main issues raised by ATC representatives were: 

 Deteriorating democracy in Sri Lanka, continued 

suffering of Tamils and the importance of a permanent 

political solution; 

 Expressed gave concerns about state-sponsored col-

onization in the Tamil homeland; 

 Thanked the government for the generous aid pro-

vided to Sri Lanka, but highlighted the need for monitor-

ing aid in light of the past evidence regarding misman-

agement of tsunami aid by the government of Sri Lanka.  

 Also suggested the desirability of linking aid to 

human rights practices adopted by the government 

of Sri Lanka. 

 Grave danger faced by Tamil asylum seekers if they 

are returned to Sri Lanka; and 

 Need for an independent investigation into war 
crimes committed during the last stages of the war. 

This engagement with officers is important and compli-

ments our lobbying activities with politicians.  Our objec-

tive is to be in apposition to have a say when government 

formulates policies that are important to the welfare of 

Tamils living in Australia and Sri Lanka.  

 

Other activities 

We sent letters thanking Prime Minister Hon Julia Gillard 

and Immigration Minister Hon Chris Bowen for their 

humane approach to release children from detention into 

Community facilities and for accepting the remaining 

Tamil Asylum seekers from the Oceanic Viking. We have 

also offered our services with re-settlement when families 

are released. 

This message was also sent to all parliamentarians who 

have been sympathetic towards Tamil plight and have 

been raising our concerns with authorities. 

War Crime inquiry team 

Strategic planning and Public relations teams are working 

together in highlighting the war crimes inquiry issues.  A 

small team will coordinate these activities. 

 

Western Australian Chapter Report 
Working with the refugees 
  
ATC WA representatives pay regualr visits to the Tam-
il asylum seekers at the Perth Detention centre and in 
constant touch with those in Leonora? and provide 
assistance with tradional foods, Tamil dvds, audio cas-
settes and other necessities. 
 The need is great with an influx of Tamil asylum seek-
ers either being sent to Perth the immigration depart-
ment or moving there seeking job opportunities. Any-
one wishing to donate and provide help by other 
means please call 1300 660 629 or contact the WA 
committee members. 

 
ATC -WA participates in raising funds for Pink 
Ribbon Day 

  
ATC WA in association with the Ilankai Tamil Sangam 
(ITSWA) has planned to have a members BBQ lunch 
at the ITSWA hall on the 7th of November 2010. This 
event was organized to raise cancer awareness and 
much needed funds for the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation. 
  
Dinner to promote awareness to Human Rights in 
SL 

WA committee is organising a fundraising dinner 
for Human Rights projects on the 11th of December 
2010. This will be attended by eminent Australians and 
politicians and will be an awareness event of the hu-
man rights abuses in Sri Lanka and the role Australia 
can play. 
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Public Relations Team’s Report 
 The PR team has been working very closely with the 
political team on several matters, including war crimes 
in Sri Lanka, human rights in Sri Lanka and lobbying 
of politicians and policy makers. 
  
As you know, Australia participated and did very well 
at the recent Commonwealth Games in India. As 
Australians, ATC was very proud of the achievements 
of the Australian team. However, we were very much 
appalled on India's announcement of the Sri Lankan 
president being invited as Guest of Honour to the 
Commonwealth Games closing ceremony. ATC is-
sued a press release on this shocking news. The next 
day we were delighted to read a strong opinion edi-
torial by Mark Colvin, a renowned journalist from 
ABC Radio's PM program, which has covered many 
of the issues ATC is concerned about. 
  
Media Release  
ABC 
ATC also issued a press release to inform media of 
the Australian Tamil community's welcoming of the 
Australian government's announcement of plans to 
release asylum seekers from detention and allow them 
to live in the community while their applications for 
asylum are being assessed. However, we also called 
for speedy processing of asylum applications and 
highlighted that some Tamils have been waiting in 
limbo for nearly 20 months. Media Release 
  
A member of the PR team's Victorian chap-
ter presented a talk to the Medical Association for 

Prevention of War (MAPW) on 2 October 2010, at their 
National Council Meeting, hosted at the Trades Hall. The 
talk was followed by a brief question and answer session. 
The talk consisted of an explanation of the historical con-
text of the current situation facing the Tamils in Sri Lanka. 
The speaker also shared some of his personal experience 
whilst visiting the Vanni region in 2002 and 2004. The au-
dience was quite shocked at the state of medical infrastruc-
ture that existed in the Vanni region. Sadly, what existed 
there has now been destroyed by the relentless shelling of 
the Sri Lankan military. The talk was well received and 
served to debunk some myths, such as 'Tamils have only 
lived in Sri Lanka for 100 years' and 'Sri Lankan Tamils and 
Indian Tamils are of the same ethnicity'. The representa-
tives of MAPW stressed their enthusiasm to continue their 
close and productive relationship with the Tamil communi-
ty and representatives of ATC. 
 
This month the PR team worked very hard on counter-
acting the severe and damaging misinformation spread 
through two articles on 18 October 2010 in The Australian. 
The journalist of both articles seems to have fallen for the 
propaganda work of the Sri Lankan government. The jour-
nalist published an article the next day that seemed to in-
corporate the ground reality in Sri Lanka. However it has to 
be stressed that this article by no means undid the damage 
caused by the misinformation in the prior articles. We were 
impressed with an analytical piece by Antony Loewen-
stein on these articles and hope that such critical analysis 
which relies on facts will prevent future ill-informed articles 
by Australian media.  ABC 

 

War Crime Inquiry Team 

The ATC 'War Crimes Inquiry' team would like to 
inform you that on 18 October 2010 the United Na-
tions issued the following notice: 
  
On 22 June 2010, the UN Secretary-General estab-
lished a Panel of Experts to advise him on the issue 
of accountability with regard to alleged violations of 
international human rights and humanitarian law dur-
ing the final stages of the conflict in Sri Lanka. The 
members of the Panel are Marzuki Darusman, Steven 
Ratner and Yasmin Sooka. The Panel officially began 
its work on 16 September 2010.  
  
The Panel will look into the modalities, applicable 
international standards and comparative experie nce 
with regard to accountability processes, taking into 
consideration the nature and scope of any alleged 
violations in Sri Lanka. The Panel advises the Secre-
tary-General and is not an investigative or fact- find-
ing body.  

  
Anyone wishing to make submissions in respect of the 
above may do so as follows:  
1. Organizations and individuals may make one written 
submission not exceeding ten pages, and must include the 
contact details for the author(s) of the submission.  
2. The Panel will receive submissions until 15 December 
2010.  
3. Submissions may be sent to:p a n e l o f e x p e r t s r e 
g i s t r y @ u n .o r g .  
4. Submissions made to the Panel of Experts will be treat-
ed as confidential.  
 Further information may be solicited from the Panel‘s 
Secretariat at the following address: panelofexpertsregis-
try@un.org.   
 If you or anyone you know wish to provide any submis-
sions to the ATC War Crimes Inquiry team, we will be 
happy to include it in our work. Please kindly fax your 
submissions to 1300 660 244 before 30 November 2010. 

  

http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/news/130-for-immediate-release-australian-tamils-appalled-at-rajapakses-attendance-at-games-ceremony.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2010/10/14/3037805.htm?site=thedrum
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/press-release/132-for-immediate-release-on-17-october-2010--australian-tamils-welcome-announcement-to-release-detained-refugees.html
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/40326.html
mailto:panelofexpertsregistry@un.org
mailto:panelofexpertsregistry@un.org
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New South Wales Report 
Conference at Opera House- “No one is above the 
law” 
Sunday 3 October 2010, an ATC representative attend-
ed the conference titled ―No one is above the law‖ 
addressed by the very famous Hon Geoffrey Robert-
son-QC. It was a house full conference with over 2000 
attending. 
This presented a great opportunity at the open forum 
at the end of the conference to discuss War crimes that 
took place in Sri Lanka with Geoffrey Robertson and 
was presented with ATC‘s blue print for a peaceful Sri 
Lanka. 
  
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 
–Tamil Diaspora meeting 
The meeting with DFAT which is part of Federal Gov-
ernment/Tamil Diaspora consultations was attended 
by six representatives ATC NSW Chapter along with 
representatives from other Tamil groups. ATC‘s repre-

sentation in the meeting was dominant and gave a good 
opportunity to voice the concerns of our members. De-
tails of the meeting are in the Political report. 
  
ATC achievements promoted via Tamil radio 
NSW officials promoted the DFAT meeting and other 
activities of ATC in Inbathamil Oli on Friday 22nd Octo-
ber 2010. Feedback on the talk back show was very posi-
tive. 
  
Public Meeting- 7th November 2010 
A public meeting is being organized by the ATC NSW 
chapter to get participation and feedback from the ATC 
members and non-members. 
ATC NSW chapter working groups representatives will 
present the achievements to date and planned activities 
for the future. 

 

Pink Ribbon day 
 
ATC Women‘s Advocacy Team hosted a fundraising 

breakfast for Pink Ribbon Day at the Church Street 

Mall, Parramatta on Saturday 30th October 2010. On 

a sunny Saturday morning being a market day  was a 

busy day at the mall and the people queued up for 

Tamil ―appams‖.  Many volunteers wearing pink and 

pink balloons made the mall quite colorful. The 

funds raised will I am sure will be put to good use in 

finding a cure for breast cancer which affects one in 

six women. 

Volunteers making Appam at the Pink Ribbon breakfast-

ATC Pink Ribbon Day Stall at the Parramatta Mall                    the marketing team with former NRL Player for the Canterbury Bulldogs Hazem El Masri 
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One year ago, the Australian Tamil community went into 
mourning over the untimely demise of Nithiakeerthy, 
who worked tirelessly to alleviate the sufferings of his 
brethren and expecting nothing in return.  

Nithiakeerthy, a calm and caring person, always put oth-
ers welfare before his own. He was a firm believer in the 
concept of ATC and what it stood for and was a co-
founder of the Victorian chapter and played a leading 
role in the political activity group. Unfortunately, not for 
the first time, we lost yet another leading light so prema-
turely. 

He was well respected by the Tamil community in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. He was a great writer, poet, ac-
tor and Tamil scholar. His novel ―Thopullkodi‖ was 
planned to be launched but unfortunately he passed 
away before the launch. His friends, colleagues and other 

well-wishers launched the book in Melbourne and Sydney 
successfully. 

Nithy‘s desire for all the Tamils to work together to bring 
an end to the suffering of the Tamils should be pursued by 
all of us who mourn for his loss in this first year of his 
death anniversary. 

If there is one thing that should remind us about 
Nithiakeethy is the undeniable truth that one life can in-
deed make a difference in the lives of many. 

Nithy impacted the lives of many suffering Tamils by his 
commitment and selfless contribution to the Tamil peo-
ple‘s struggle over a long and illustrious crusade and he 
was a beacon of light to all those who knew him and read 
his works. 

Raj T. Rajeswaran,  

Chairman, Australian Tamil Congress. 

Remembering Nithiyakeerthy on his 1st 
Death Anniversary 

South Australian Chapter Report 
In the past month SA Chapter focussed on four activi-
ties: Management committee; Pink ribbon cancer re-
search fund raising; Payment towards GTF special pro-
ject and Classical vocal concert promotion. 

Chapter management committee of SA chapter was reor-
ganized under the new provision in the ATC amended 
constitution, a Chapter Coordinator was appointed, as 
the President and Vice President positions are vacant.   
Membership renewal started with sending renewal letter 
to members when it became due and the response has 
been slow.  

Pink ribbon cancer research fund raising event was orga-
nized at Shri Ganesaha temple on 17 October 2010, the 
last day of the Navarathiri. Initiative was taken by Chap-

ter  Secertary (Shankari) and Treasurer (Thurga) and well 
supported by another two young ladies Sharaniya and 
Neevika on that day.  They were encouraged by the 
committee and supported by other members of the 
community, in particular, in the preparation of food for 
sale. Event well passed our expectation and raised $700 
for the cancer research fund. All who made this event 
successful should be commended. 

SA Chapter contributed $2000 to GTF special project 
fund for the first six months. In the chapter fund is usu-
ally raised through special programs, as part of this activ-
ity a Classical Vocal Concert by Kunnakudi M Bal-
amuralitharan with accompaniment is being sponsored 
on 14 November 2010.   

SA-Pink Ribbon Day fundraiser 
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Queensland Chapter Report 

8th Oct. – Meeting with DFAT  

 

The meeting which is part of Federal Government/

Tamil Diaspora four monthly consultations was attend-

ed by a representative from QLD as part of the ATC 

team, along with representatives from other Tamil 

groups. The government team was represented by Mr. 

Mark Pierce-DFAT, Ms Kate O‘Malley-DIAC, Mr. Si-

mon Flores- DIAC, Ms. Sun-hee Lee – AusAID and 

Mr. James Larsen- Ambassador for People Smuggling. 

Attendees were informed that Australian assistance 

would total 100 dollars million during 2009 and 2010 

financial years in development assistance for projects in 

N-E, and on programs relating to people smuggling and 

immigration policy. 

It is anticipated that continuous engagement with Fed-

eral Government will assist in eventual development of 

right policy mix in relation to issues affecting Tamils in 

Sri Lanka and those who seek asylum in Australia. 

 

8th Oct. – World Day against the death penalty  

 

A dinner was organised by the Australian Lawyers for 

Human Rights and Aussies Against Capital Punishment. 

The guest speaker was the renowned Journalist and Au-

thor Mr David Marr. ATC sponsored two seats of 

$80.00 each for the participants. 

Participation was in line with ongoing networking with 

main stream human rights organisations. 

 

7th Oct. - 2010 Premier's Multicultural Photograph-

ic Awards Ceremony 

Multicultural Affairs Queensland hosted the above 
Awards Ceremony, the President of the ATC QLD par-
ticipated the event by invitation. 
 
29th Sept. – 2010 QLD Multicultural Awards Cere-
mony 
Queensland Director attended the 2010 Multicultural 
Awards Ceremony at the invitation of Hon. Annastacia 
Palaszczuk MP, Minister for Disability Service. AWX 
Partners in People, an organisation that has assisted a 
large number of Tamil new arrivals to obtain employ-
ment in abattoirs won an award.  Qld Chapter is plan-
ning to arrange a tripartite meeting with AWX, new arri-
vals and ATC Qld Chapter as part of its mentoring initi-
ative. 
 

29th Sept. - Public Forum: After the election, what 

now for refugee rights? 

 

ATC QLD supported and participated at the forum at 
which the main theme was refugee rights the guest speak-
ers were: 
 
Hassan Ghulam, Afghani community worker, Romero Centre 
Elissa Jenkins, Qld Greens 
Wesley Widlend, National Labor Students 
Also a speaker from the Refugee Action Collective (Qld) 
 

3rd Sept. - Connect 4 effects:  See through the eyes of a 

refugee 

 

ATC members participated the event as part of advocacy 

and net working. The event is hosted by Oxfam University 

of Queensland (UQ) and Amnesty UQ. 

 

London Initiatives 

 

We are part of Global Tamil Forum and only representa-

tive in Australia.  The GTF officially opened its Office in 

Central London with three full-time English staff, out of 

this one a ex British law maker for advocacy and lobby.  

QLD ATC Chapter contributed $2,000.00 for this purpos-

es. Thanks to those members who contributed funds to 

enabling Qld Chapter to meet its obligation. 

 

New Arrivals  

 

Members continue to engage with the new arrivals and 

guide them without being intrusive in their privacy 

 

IDP assistance projects 

The committee appointed Mr Kasipillai Kanthaiya as the 

Project Manager and focal for IDP assistance projects with 

focus on Vanni area. Initial round of scoping completed. 

Qld Chapter is keen to initiate small projects with the sup-

port of Brisbane Tamil community that will assist in allevi-

ating the suffering and provide humanitarian and econom-

ic assistance to homeland Tamils. 
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Delusional Triangle 

As a society we act like we have infinite tolerance for 
suffering. But such self-assurance underwent a cata-
strophic change as a consequence of May 2009 mas-
sacre. Dunes of emotions dominate our psyche some-
where between howling anger and stunned silence. 
We give up understanding. We find ourselves picking 
through the wreckage of the accident we didn‘t see 
coming. Not even the lapse of time has numbed how 
truly horrible it was.  
 
Now, there‘s a palpable frustration with most Eelam 
Tamils across the world. As we try to cope with the 
abrupt end to a venerable freedom struggle while 
longing for a strong, decisive and inspiring leadership; 
but unfortunately found ourselves stuck in a delu-
sional triangle. Three sides of this triangle are made-
up of: some traitorous Tamils, few dubious Diaspora 
organizations and the romantic Eelam ideal.  
 
We were so immersed in such delusion and our daily 
life that we rarely had time to sit quietly to face our 
darkest fears. We‘ll settle for a gentle rage of reflec-
tion. And that came to me when I read an editorial 
recently. Immediately after, at the risk of being ac-
cused of spitting into the wind, I wrote a letter as a 
member of Diaspora Tamil community, while look-
ing to get some clarification on a rather obscure, but 
troubling editorial appeared on a Colombo website 
which highlighted that certain Tamil organization is 
fighting for Fonseka‘s release from jail. 
 
My view was, and still is, that as an organization 
speaking for all political prisoners of Rajapakse re-
gime is one thing — even commendable maybe — 
but endorsing General Fonseka and declaring such 
public pronouncement is mind-boggling. One might 
say this is unbridled absurdity, thinly veiled as 
thoughtful dialogue — but that would be rude. For 
those with a taste of cheap irony, the statement of 
support for Fonseka only managed to upset, both the 
Rajapakse regime and General Fonseka — seems, 
you can‘t please all the war criminals all the time. 
 
The war is over, but for those suffered in the hands 
of General Fonseka‘s army or watched loved ones die 
in it, the scars remain. I do however recognize that 
we must replace our scars of the past with serious 
and dedicated effort to understand how to cohabit 
with the Sinhalese; and explore ways and means to 
engage them constructively to find solutions; but I 
fail to understand how such endorsement of Fonser-
ka can be of any help. 
 

One cannot just sweep away such statements and claim it 
as a ‗misquote.‘ There has been too many ‗misquotes‘ by 
too many Tamil organizations across the globe lately. 
Tamils have the right and responsibility — indeed, an ob-
ligation — to dissent where it is needed, and the organiza-
tions have the moral obligation to explain themselves. As 
organizations that strive to represent Tamils, they must 
give a clear and plausible explanation of ‗their‘ compelling 
rationale to the Tamils on such matters.  
 
The impulse towards ‗lack of transparency‘ within Tamil 
organizations must be fought if the Tamil society is to 
prosper in an environment that is ripe with ‗self interest‘ 
which shapes human behaviour. Otherwise, the Diaspora 
freedom movement will come to be defined — and dis-
credited — by its noisiest cranks and sympathizers of cor-
rupt Sri Lankan sycophants.   
 
Tamils must demand stability and maturity in our leaders 
and understand how our organizations comport them-
selves and respond to questions and genuine concerns of 
the people. Politics is art of consensus. If they are unwill-
ing and or unable then they are not ready for primetime. 
 
We have the right to be concerned about organizations 
claim to speak on our behalf but not addressing or refuse 
to address the concerns of the people. Asking fair ques-
tions and expressing opposing view shouldn‘t be socially 
verboten. 
 
Absence of explanations and clarifications by organiza-
tions — leaves the distinct impression that they have per-
manently strayed inside a rigid regime of silly ideas and 
secrecy where every criticism is muted and weighed on a 
finely calibrated scale for fear of upsetting the status quo 
— or even worse; an entrepreneurial activity paid to feign 
a contemptuous interest in Tamils‘ welfare.  
Utilitarian, and British philosopher John Stuart Mill noted 
that one can do the right thing for the wrong reasons or 
do the wrong thing for the right reasons. Unless ex-
plained, it is hard to determine if the action of supporting 
Fonseka falls in the former or latter. 
  
Fine sounding rhetoric and masquerading as defenders of 
Tamils aside, we do not need organizations that are slowly 
becoming provocateurs who like to play with matches in 
the tinderbox of Tamils‘ emotions and their future. This 
continues to happen only because we Tamils do not ask 
the questions anymore, perhaps its intellectual laziness as 
we are jaded — understandably, or we don‘t care — sadly. 
So Tamils collectively are to be blamed as well. It is time 
for us to put organizations in check and or shut them 
down for good; because they do more harm than good.  
 

Continued 

By Roy Ratnavel 
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Delusion Triangle– continued 

Maintaining dignity, decorum and democracy in among 
Tamil society cannot be an empty formality because 
unless transparency devoid of secrecy is maintained, our 
collective voice cannot be protected. This should be the 
litmus test. Our differences and duality is not a weak-
ness, but a great strength that must be a source of pride 
for all Tamils. 

We must be wary of those who try to confuse us by 
infusing irrelevant facts, statements and flawed logic 
into our struggle. The situation we are currently in-
volved in is quite complex and taxing in nature. We 
must stay focused on the central point to avoid being 
conned. I can‘t shake the feeling that such sick political 
environment is somehow polarized by the childishness 
and churlishness of some Diaspora organizations. Sri 
Lanka certainly enjoys the fruits of such spectacle. 

I acknowledge that some of what I offered above is a 
visceral-expression and one might even say it is a vitriol-
ic-hyperbole; and admittedly as someone who is not 
part of any organization, I have much less to prove. But 
on both policy and politics, Tamils, despite the past in-
terest in Eelam affairs, are now unable to muster more 
than these useless organizations that spend their time 
on the wrong things and spend our money badly.  

It is clear that we are trapped deep inside the delusional 
triangle and loathing. This kind of cleavage has become 
increasingly apparent in Diaspora circles — glaringly so 

in Canada. We can‘t push this under the rug any longer. 
Regardless of what happens in the future, Tamils must 
face the fact there‘s no longer a need for an organization 
which intends to keep us inside the delusional triangle. 

I have watched with great admiration the strong and deci-
sive leadership of Chilean President throughout that na-
tion‘s recent mining ordeal. By inspiring, competent exam-
ple, and great pragmatism, he has shown the world that a 
true leader is not divisive, mean-spirited, self-aggrandizing 
and other-blaming. Instead, a true leader brings out the 
best in others, thinks with the head but speaks to the heart 
of the people, gives credit where is due, and accepts re-
sponsibility without discount, disparagement or deflection. 
Currently Tamils are badly in need for such leader or an 
organization to lead us. 

Massacre of May 2009 remains a key moment in the 
shared history of all Eelam Tamils. But we cannot revert 
to romantic Eelam ideal or afford to be steered towards 
the abyss by horrible leaders. Our new approach — nim-
ble tactics, new ideas that echo simple messages, a willing-
ness of leadership that can challenge the status quo and 
false sense of nostalgia — can energize even the most dis-
illusioned Tamils. 

 roy_ratnavel@hotmail.com 

The views expressed are those of the author and do 

not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Abandoned Cause 

The Deacon Herald 

'Rajapaksa seems averse to devolution of power.'  

There has been little forward movement in the quest 

for a political solution to the ethnic conflict in Sri 

Lanka. It is 17 months since the Sri Lankan govern-

ment defeated the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, 

removing an important obstacle in the way to a negoti-

ated settlement to the conflict. However, the govern-

ment has not come up with a clear plan for a political 

solution yet. Neither has it done much towards recon-

ciliation with its Tamil people. While the government 

claims that rehabilitation is going well — Sri Lanka‘s 

external affairs minister G L Peiris has claimed that the 

number of displaced Tamils who need to be rehabilitat-

ed has come down from 2,80,000 to 20,000 — the situ-

ation on the ground is not that rosy. More 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/106250/abandoned-cause.html


In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

―Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace‖                            

Mission 

―The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ‖                            

Objective 

―As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through ‗Collective Global Tamil‘ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‘ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ‖ 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 
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