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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Accountability in Sri Lanka  

Common Justice in the Commonwealth 

 

An international conference titled “Accountability in Sri Lanka: Common Justice in the Commonwealth” was co-

hosted by the Australian Tamil Congress and the Global Tamil Forum from October 20 to 22, 2011 in Sydney.  The 

first day of this conference was held at the Sheraton on the Park (161 Elizabeth St, Sydney) hotel and was attended by 

several eminent delegates from Australia, Sri Lanka (representing Tamil, Sinhala and Muslim communities) and other 

countries including India, South Africa and Malaysia.  Around 150 invited guests attended the day proceedings and 

more than 400 people participated in the evening public forum. Attendees included members of the Tamil community 

from the UK, Canada, USA and Malaysia  

 

Amongst many distinguished guests and speakers the following Australian Parliamentarians were also present during 
this event: 

1. Mr. Laurie Ferguson MP -Member for Werriwa and Chair, Parliamentary Human Rights Sub-committee 

2. Hon. Philip Ruddock MP- Member for Berowra and Deputy Chair,   Parlia-
mentary Human Rights Sub-committee 

3.  Ms. Michelle Rowland MP -Member for Greenway 

4.  Mr. John Murphy - Member for Reid 

5.  Senator John Madigan- Senator for Victoria 

5.  Hon. Nathan Rees -Member of State Parliament (NSW) and former Prem-
ier (NSW) 

6. Mr David Shoebride - Member of State Parliament (NSW) 

 

Also present was eminent lawyer Geoffrey Robertson QC, a counsel in many 

landmark cases in constitutional, criminal and media law in the courts of Brit-

ain and the commonwealth and the European Court of Human Rights. 
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ATC Chairman Dr Raj Rajeswaran–Welcome address Rev Dr S J  Emmanuel– President-Global Tamil Forum 
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Main Speakers at the Conference were:  

 1.  Prof. Damien Kingsbury   Director, Centre for Citizenship, Development and Human Rights, Deakin 
     University 

2.  Assoc. Prof. Jake Lynch   Director, Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Sydney 

3.  Hon. John Dowd AO QC   Australian President, International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) 

4.  Prof. Ivan Shearer AM RFD  Emeritus Professor of International Law 

5.  Mr. Bruce Haigh    Former Australian Deputy High Commissioner for Sri Lanka 

6.  Dr. Graham Thom    National Refugee Coordinator, Amnesty International Australia 

7.  Mr. Senthorun Raj    President, Amnesty International, NSW Branch 

8.  Mr. Peter Arndt    Executive Officer, Catholic Justice and Peace Commission of  

     Brisbane 

9.  Rev. John Barr    Assoc. Director, Church solidarity (Asia), Uniting Church of Australia 

10. Ms. Meena Krishnamoorthy  The eye witness from the 'no fire zone' who appeared on the recent 
     ABC  7.30 Report Programme  

11.  Mr. Sisa Njikelana    Member of Parliament (African National Congress), Republic of South 
     Africa 

12.  Prof. V. Suriyanarayanan   Senior Research Fellow, The Centre for Asia Studies, Chennai, India 

13.  Dr. Lionel Bopage    Former General Secretary, Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) (from the 
     Sinhala community) 

14.  Prof. Aluwihara   Emeritus Professor of Surgery and former Vice Chancellor, University 
     of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka (from the Sinhala community) 

15.  Mr. E. Saravanabawan   Member of Parliament, Tamil National Alliance, Sri Lanka (from the 
     Tamil Community) 

16.  Mr. Bawa Abdul Kader  Former General Secretary of Teacher's Union and Up-country Mass 
     Movement,  Sri Lanka (from the Muslim community) 

17.  Mr. Dato Johari Abdul   Member of Parliament, Malaysia (from the Muslim community) 

18.  Senator S. Ramakrisnan   Member of Parliament, Malaysia 

19.  Mr. M. Manogaran   Member of Parliament, Malaysia 

20. Mr. Arumugam    Chairman, Malaysian Human Rights Movement, SUARAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. John Dowd AO QC – Australian President, International 

Commission of Jurists (ICJ) 

Assoc. Prof. Jake Lynch -Director, Centre for 

Peace and Conflict Studies, University of 

Sydney 
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Prof. Ivan Shearer AM RFD – Emeritus Professor of 

International Law 
Mr. Sisa Njikelana - Member of Parliament (African 

National Congress), Republic of South Africa 

Ms. Meena Krishnamoorthy - The eye witness from the 'no fire 

zone' who appeared on the recent ABC 7.30 Report Programme  
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A Conference output document was agreed upon in principle by all main speakers and the contents are presented 
below.  

 
The Conference recognises:  
 
1. The tortured post-independence history of Sri Lanka with discriminatory policies and practices towards minori-
ties and major inter and intra ethnic violence leading to highly weakened institutions, governance, rule-of-law and 
impunity;  
 
2. The decades long armed conflict between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Tamil militants reaching its 
conclusion in May 2009 with estimated deaths of tens of thousands of Tamil civilians in a span of few months and 
the general loss of life from all communities;  
 
3. The failure of the international institutions including the United Nations Security Council, the Commonwealth 
and the international governments in preventing this human catastrophe;  
 
4. Continued insecurity experienced by Tamil and Muslim communities regarding ongoing human rights abuses, 
including disappearances, rape and torture and their marginalisation and loss of identity in their majority areas;  
 
5. The need for communities through civil society engagement to understand and appreciate each other‟s griev-
ances and fears; 
 
6. The inability and the weaknesses of the institutions in Sri Lanka to deal with massive human rights violations 
occurred and to take measures to address accountability and genuine reconciliation;  
 
7. The paramount need for genuine reconciliation between the communities;  
 
8. The need to establish accountability and justice through an independent and international mechanism for a sus-
tainable reconciliation to be achieved between communities;  
 
9. India must revisit its approach and strategy towards Sri Lanka;  
 
10. A sustainable reconciliation is only possible if there is a genuine political resolution that recognises appropriate 
political representation and substantive democratic rights;  
 
11. The need to address displaced people of all communities effectively and with urgency;  
 
12. The need to settle displaced people in their original place of land;  
 
13. The urgent need to stop government sponsored colonisation and „land grabbing‟ in the North-East of Sri 
Lanka;  
 
14. The need to end the military occupation of the North-East Sri Lanka; and  
 
15. The need to acknowledge Intra and inter community mistakes of the past by all communities.  
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The Conference calls upon the international governments and the relevant institutions including the 
CHOGM to:  
 
1. Evolve necessary framework and institutional arrangements to pre-
vent recurrence of such events in any part of the world;  
 
2. Effectively address the alleged war crimes and crimes against human-
ity committed by all parties during the war in Sri Lanka as a deterrent 
for such events ever happening again;  
 
3. Take all necessary steps to implement the UN Panel recommenda-
tions in its entirety;  
 
4. Implement measures that will encourage the Government of Sri 
Lanka to cooperate in addressing these issues and until such time deny-
ing Sri Lanka the privileges bestowed on respectable members of the 
international community including hosting of events such as CHOGM 
2013 and 2018 commonwealth games; and  
 
5. Pro-active facilitation of processes that will allow for accountability, repa-
ration, resettlement, negotiated political solution, and true reconciliation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As categorically agreed by the eminent attendees of this conference, Sri Lanka hosting CHOGM 2013 is com-

pletely unacceptable under the present conditions, and this call has also been recently backed by Former Prime 

Minister Hon. Malcolm Fraser and the Canadian Prime Minister threatened to boycott CHOGM 2013 if Sri Lanka 

did not address the humanitarian issues adequately.   

 

The excellent media coverage received recently on crimes against humanity committed and continuing to be com-

mitted in Sri Lanka attests to the great success achieved by the conference. This is just the start. We must not al-

low this tremendous moment to evaporate and continuously pressure the media, politicians and international insti-

tutions that value human rights to bring the guilty to account, stop the colonisation of the North-East of Sri 

Lanka and retain the Tamil Speaking identity in Sri Lanka with equal rights, the right to remain in their homeland, 

peace with protection and the unequivocal right of self-determination for all the people. 

 

Hon Nathan Rees with Dr Raagavan 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM‟S REPORT 
Dear members, 
 
Below is the media coverage that I have been able to collate over the past fortnight. There have been reports, espe-
cially radio and television, which are not available readily online and hence are not included but will be archived on 
our website in the near future. 

This amazing fete was only achievable due to the selfless and humble work of a handful of people, and the support 
of a few others. The media craze that exploded in Australia in the lead up to the CHOGM has shown us that alt-
hough world leaders will play politics on the issue of human rights, the Australian media and public will give issues 
such as accountability for war crimes and restoration of justice the importance they deserve. 
 
In the face of mounting criticism, in failing to convince the world that it is not guilty, the Sri Lankan government has 
resorted to confuse the world through propaganda which aims to defame, discredit and distract those who are bold 
enough to step up and speak out against the Sri Lankan regime. These actions of a desperate regime are indicative of 
how low this pathetic government will stoop to, and are a measure of the success of our work.  
 
The Commonwealth leaders, with the exception of Canadian PM Harper, may have shamelessly given CHOGM 
2013 to Sri Lanka. Yet it is important for us not to get deterred and to realise that our role is to continue highlighting 
these issues without losing hope. The Tamil people in the North-East of the island of Sri Lanka have no rights, no 
freedom and no voice. It is our responsibility to stay strong, stay positive and most importantly stay focused on what 
the job at hand is.  
 
Dr. Sam Pari 
Executive Officer - Public Relations 
Australian Tamil Congress 

 30 October 

 SMH Opinion Editorial - Human rights inaction 'a disgrace' 

Radio New Zealand - Amnesty wants CHOGM meeting shifted from Sri Lanka 

The Conversation - Devil in the discretion? Experts on the CHOGM 2011 communique 

SMH - Sri Lanka pitches for Games over breakfast 

AFP - Britain urges Sri Lanka to make progress on rights by 2013 

News.com.au - Sri Lanka spruiks the 2013 CHOGM 
 
29 October 

SMH Opinion Editorial - See no evil is Australia's way on war crimes  

The Age Opinion Editorial - Crew arranges deckchairs on stricken empire liner 

SMH - Gillard double-crossed over Games bid  

The Australian - CBD shut down as protesters march into Perth 

SMH - Sri Lanka outflanks Gillard on Games bid  

Perth Now - Take CHOGM off Sri Lanka, says ex-PM 

28 October 

Channel 10 News - CHOGM Protests 

The Age - Sri Lanka spurns war crime claims  

 SMH - Tamil protesters want Rajapaksa arrested 

Herald Sun - Tamils want Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa arrested  

http://www.smh.com.au/national/human-rights-inaction-a-disgrace-20111029-1mpfz.html
http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/world/89586/amnesty-wants-chogm-meeting-shifted-from-sri-lanka
http://theconversation.edu.au/devil-in-the-discretion-experts-on-the-chogm-2011-communique-4088
http://www.smh.com.au/national/sri-lanka-pitches-for-games-over-breakfast-20111029-1mpg3.html
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/world/11101488/britain-urges-sri-lanka-to-make-progress-on-rights-by-2013/
http://news.com.au/
http://www.news.com.au/breaking-news/sri-lanka-spruiks-the-2013-chogm/story-e6frfku0-1226180908781
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/see-no-evil-is-australias-way-on-war-crimes-20111028-1mo1q.html
http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/crew-arranges-deckchairs-on-stricken-empire-liner-20111028-1moc1.html
http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-national/gillard-doublecrossed-over-games-bid-20111029-1mp0c.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/cbd-shut-down-as-protesters-march-into-perth/story-fnapmixa-1226179991819
http://www.smh.com.au/national/sri-lanka-outflanks-gillard-on-games-bid-20111029-1mp0x.html
http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/special-features/take-chogm-off-sri-lanka-says-ex-pm/story-fnamyn6p-1226180216064
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D25gYeTnnlk
http://www.theage.com.au/national/sri-lanka-spurns-war-crime-claims-20111027-1mm39.html
http://www.smh.com.au/wa-news/dont-disturb-chogm-protesters-told-20111028-1mnn8.html
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/breaking-news/tamils-want-sri-lankan-president-mahinda-rajapaksa-arrested/story-e6frf7jx-1226179699899
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PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM‟S REPORT cont... 

ABC TV Lateline - Queen welcomes 54 countries to CHOGM 

The Star - Taking a stand on Sri Lanka 

Radio Netherlands - Sri Lanka issue divides Commonwealth 

 Radio Netherlands - UNSG calls for more accountability on Sri Lanka human rights 

AFP - Protest peaceful at Commonwealth summit 

Al Jazeera - Commonwealth's relevance in question 

 

27 October 

ABC Drum Unleashed - War crimes in Australia's too-hard basket? 

The Australian - Tamils still 'enslaved' in northern Sri Lanka 

SMH Opinion Editorial - Sri Lankan rights abuses top the bill as leaders talk 

Amnesty International - Commonwealth leaders must stop Sri Lanka hosting key summit 

Australia Network News - Global concerns 

Reuters - Commonwealth ministers stumble over human rights 

ABC News - Gillard raises human rights concerns with Sri Lanka 

ABC Radio Connect Asia - Australian PM raises allegations with Sri Lankan leader 

ABC Radio Melbourne - Sri Lanka dealing with war allegations: president 

ABC Radio Newcastle - Gillard rules out Sri Lanka CHOGM boycott 

The West Australian - Commonwealth values put to test by Sri Lanka 

The West Australian - No plans to move 2013 summit from Sri Lanka: Australia 

Canberra Times - Gillard raises war crimes allegations 

ABC Radio Connect Asia - Sri Lankan spokesman rejects war crimes accusations 

The Australian - Push for tougher rights sanctions 

The Age - PM pushes hard line on Sri Lanka 

The West Australian - No plans to move 2013 summit from Sri Lanka: Australia 

Sky News - Next CHOGM in Sri Lanka 

The West Australian - Sri Lanka says war crimes allegations 'propaganda' 

ABC TV 7.30 Report - CHOGM report 

Toronto Sun - Commonwealth takes steps to beef up human rights monitoring 

The Star - How to revive the Commonwealth 

SBS News - PM raises human rights concerns with Sri Lanka 

 
26 October  
 

The Australian - Fraser backs call to bar Colombo 

Channel 10 News - Sri Lanka accused 

NineMSN - New Sri Lanka war-crime evidence: judges 

Australia Network News - Australia raises alleged human rights abuses with Sri Lanka  

http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2011/s3351123.htm
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorials/article/1078050--taking-a-stand-on-sri-lanka
http://www.rnw.nl/english/article/sri-lanka-issue-divides-commonwealth
http://www.rnw.nl/international-justice/article/unsg-calls-more-accountability-sri-lanka-human-rights
http://news.asiaone.com/News/Latest+News/Asia/Story/A1Story20111028-307436.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia-pacific/2011/10/201110287371427787.html
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/3604294.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/tamils-enslaved-in-north/story-fnapmixa-1226177736851
http://www.smh.com.au/national/sri-lankan-rights-abuses-top-the-bill-as-leaders-talk-20111026-1mk7p.html
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/commonwealth-leaders-must-stop-sri-lanka-hosting-key-summit-2011-10-28
http://australianetwork.com/newsline/archives.htm?site=201110#videoplayer
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2011/10/27/uk-commonwealth-srilanka-rights-idUKTRE79Q1X220111027
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-27/chogm-gets-underway/3602740?section=wa
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/connectasia/stories/201110/s3349745.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-27/sri-lanka-dealing-with-war-crimes-allegations-president-says/3604764/?site=melbourne
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-26/gillard-rules-out-sri-lanka-chogm-boycott/3601970/?site=newcastle
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/opinion/post/-/blog/theburningissue/post/1894/comment/1
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/mp/10878553/no-plans-to-move-2013-summit-from-sri-lanka-australia/
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/local/news/general/gillard-raises-war-crimes-allegations/2337630.aspx
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/connectasia/stories/201110/s3349746.htm
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/push-for-tougher-rights-stick/story-fnapmixa-1226177731201
http://www.theage.com.au/national/pm-pushes-hard-line-on-sri-lanka-20111026-1mk86.html
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/world/10878553/australia-wants-un-rights-body-to-probe-s-lanka/
http://www.skynews.com.au/politics/article.aspx?id=678158&vId=
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/world/10890901/sri-lanka-says-war-crimes-allegations-propaganda/
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2011/s3349938.htm
http://www.torontosun.com/2011/10/27/reform-or-become-irrelevant-commonwealth-told
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/editorialopinion/article/1077263--how-to-revive-the-commonwealth
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1600001/PM-raises-human-rights-concerns-with-Sri-Lanka
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/fraser-backs-call-to-bar-colombo/story-fnapmixa-1226176660539
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D25gYeTnnlk
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/8365667/new-sri-lanka-war-crime-evidence-judges
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9RHTB2y8X4&feature=player_embedded
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PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM‟S REPORT cont... 

ABC Radio PM Program - Rudd concedes some nations may boycott CHOGM 2013 in Sri Lanka 

SBS World News - Tamils maintain CHOGM pressure on Sri Lanka 

The West Australian - Commonwealth seeks to avoid slide into irrelevance 

ABC Radio Connect Asia - Sri Lanka govt under fire over Tamil national question 

Perth Now - PM raises war crimes with Sri Lanka 

ABC Lateline - Gillard questions Sri Lanka's investigation of war crimes 

The Conversation - Why the Commonwealth must take action against Sri Lankan war crimes 

ABC TV News - Sri Lanka spokesman rejects human rights allegations   

ABC South West Victoria - War crimes case decision upsets Tamils 

West Australian - War crimes heat on Sri Lanka 

Adelaide Now - Leaders split on human rights abuses  

Blacktown Sun - Reform push sets PM for human rights showdown 

Perth Now - Sri Lanka to host despite abuse record 

International Business Times - Attorney General Rejects War Crimes Charges, Cites Rajapaksa‟s Diplomatic Immun-

ity 

ABC News - War crimes case decision upsets Tamils 

SMH - Fraser calls for war crimes investigation into battle with Tamil Tigers 

NineMSN - Democracy commissioner debated in Perth 

Reuters - Human rights to test Commonwealth leaders 

Australia Network News - War crimes 

News.com.au - Next CHOGM in Sri Lanka despite concerns 

ABC News - War crimes case decision upsets Tamils 

Deccan Chronicle - Tamil Aus community criticises govt decision to stop cases against Rajapakse 

ABC TV 7.30 Report - Leaders descend for CHOGM 

 ABC Radio Connect Asia - Australia rejects calls to charge Sri Lanka's visiting president 

Globe and Mail - Harper‟s stand on Sri Lanka is just not cricket 

The Telegraph - Commonwealth leaders to discuss succession and Sri Lanka at Perth summit 

AFP - Sri Lanka says war crimes allegations 'propaganda' 

 

25 October 

 The Australian - War crimes case against leader 

The Age - Sri Lankan President accused in Australian court 

ABC Radio PM Program - War crimes accusations gather pace as Sri Lankan President arrives 

ABC News - Australian accuses Sri Lankan president of war crimes 

ANU News - Diplomatic Immunity could be tested for war crimes: expert 

ABC Lateline - Attorney-General kills war crimes charges 

http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2011/s3348710.htm
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/radio/episode/190231/Tamils-maintain-CHOGM-pressure-on-Sri-Lanka
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/world/10883114/commonwealth-seeks-to-avoid-slide-into-irrelevance/
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/connectasia/stories/201110/s3348611.htm
http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/special-features/pm-raises-war-crimes-with-sri-lanka/story-fnamyn6p-1226177702342
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2011/s3348919.htm
http://theconversation.edu.au/why-the-commonwealth-must-take-action-against-sri-lankan-war-crimes-3473
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06fUVyt1bp0
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-26/tamil-community-upset-at-sri-lanka-decision/3600588/?site=southwestvic
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/national/10872385/war-crimes-heat-on-sri-lanka/
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/ipad/chogm-rights-abuses-split/story-fn6t2xlc-1226177817260
http://www.blacktownsun.com.au/news/national/national/general/reform-push-sets-pm-for-human-rights-showdown/2335890.aspx
http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/special-features/sri-lanka-to-host-despite-abuse-record/story-fnamyn6p-1226177210626
http://au.ibtimes.com/articles/237582/20111026/attorney-general-reject-war-crimes-charges.htm
http://au.ibtimes.com/articles/237582/20111026/attorney-general-reject-war-crimes-charges.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-26/tamil-community-upset-at-sri-lanka-decision/3600588?section=world
http://www.smh.com.au/national/fraser-calls-for-war-crimes-investigation-into-battle-with-tamil-tigers-20111025-1mi4q.html
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=8365504
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/26/us-commonwealth-summit-rights-idUSTRE79P0SS20111026
http://australianetwork.com/newsline/archives.htm?site=201110#videoplayer
http://news.com.au/
http://www.news.com.au/breaking-news/next-chogm-in-sri-lanka-despite-concerns/story-e6frfku0-1226177248281
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-26/tamil-community-upset-at-sri-lanka-decision/3600588?section=world
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/channels/world/asia/tamil-aus-community-criticises-govt-decision-stop-cases-against-rajapakse-158
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2011/s3348849.htm
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/connectasia/stories/201110/s3348613.htm
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/harpers-stand-on-sri-lanka-is-just-not-cricket/article2215265/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/australiaandthepacific/australia/8849666/Commonwealth-leaders-to-discuss-succession-and-Sri-Lanka-at-Perth-summit.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iZD1I4t35F513WbYfLRigb44f2hA?docId=CNG.43f451f30c58c4cbd0dbcdc5411f9181.b31
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/foreign-affairs/war-crimes-case-against-leader/story-fn59nm2j-1226175655777
http://www.theage.com.au/world/sri-lankan-president-accused-in-australian-court-20111024-1mgea.html
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2011/s3347769.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-25/australian-seeks-war-crime-charges-against-sri-lanka-president/3598486?section=vic
http://news.anu.edu.au/?p=11791
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2011/s3348007.htm
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PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM‟S REPORT cont... 

ABC Radio On Air Highlights - Australian AG vetoes Sri Lanka war crimes case 

ABC Radio On Air Highlights - Australia rejects calls to charge Sri Lanka‟s visiting president 

NineMSN - Wait for report on Sri Lankan crimes: Rudd 

Australia Network News - Commonwealth gathering 

ABC Radio News - Two views of Sri Lanka's war 

ABC News - No war crimes case against Sri Lanka leader 

SMH - Sri Lankan envoy welcomes crimes case halt 

Reuters - Australia mounts pressure on Sri Lanka over war crimes 

The West Australian - Sri Lanka calls Australian war crimes case 'hilarious' 

The Australian - Sri Lankan president Mahinda Rajapaksa enjoys immunity in Australia 

The West Australian - Australia presses Sri Lanka over war crimes claims 

The Conversation - Experts respond: indicting the Sri Lankan president for war crimes 

The West Australian - Sri Lankan files war crimes brief in Australia 

International Business Times - War Crimes Charges Filed Against Visiting Sri Lankan Leader 

Herald Sun - Arunachalam Jegatheeswaran files war crimes indictment against Sri Lankan President Mahinda Ra-

japaksa  

ABC Drum Unleashed - Time is of the essence 

Green Left Weekly - War criminal Rajapaksa to visit Perth 

Canberra Times - Do the right thing and have Samarasinghe recalled 

The Conversation - Experts respond: indicting the Sri Lankan president for war crimes 

SMH - Govt must OK Sri Lanka president's case:PM 

 NDTV - War crimes charges filed against Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa 

SBS World News - No prosecution for Sri Lanka president 

 

24 October 

ABC TV Lateline - Australian accuses Sri Lanka's president of war crimes 

ABC Radio Connect Asia - Australian accuses Sri Lanka's president of war crimes 

Reuters - Sri Lankan Tamils press for justice 

The Vancouver Sun - Canada rallies behind Commonwealth human-rights reports  

AFP - Australia presses Sri Lanka over war crimes claims 

Toronto Sun - Harper to champion human rights at Perth summit 

  
23 October 

 Green Left Weekly - War criminal Rajapaksa to visit Perth  

 

20 October 
BBC Sinhala - CHOGM must deal with war crimes in Sri Lanka - ICJ  
 

http://blogs.radioaustralia.net.au/english/2011/asia/australian-ag-vetoes-sri-lanka-war-crimes-case
http://blogs.radioaustralia.net.au/english/2011/asia/australia-rejects-calls-to-charge-sri-lankas-visiting-president
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=8365320
http://australianetwork.com/newsline/archives.htm?site=201110#videoplayer
http://www.radioaustralianews.net.au/stories/201110/3347994.htm?desktop
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-25/mcclelland-sri-lanka-decision/3600104
http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-national/sri-lankan-envoy-welcomes-crimes-case-halt-20111025-1mgyp.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idAFTRE79O1GR20111025?sp=true
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/world/10871756/sri-lanka-calls-australian-war-crimes-case-hilarious/
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/julia-gillard-has-said-sri-lankan-president-mahinda-rajapaksa-enjoys-immunity-in-australia/story-fn59niix-1226176388575
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/world/10869805/australia-presses-sri-lanka-over-war-crimes-claims/
http://theconversation.edu.au/experts-respond-indicting-the-sri-lankan-president-for-war-crimes-3990
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/world/10869241/sri-lankan-files-war-crimes-brief-in-australia/
http://au.ibtimes.com/articles/236779/20111025/mahinda-rajapaksa-chogm-arunachalam-jegatheeswaran-tamil-war-crimes.htm
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/breaking-news/arunachalam-jegatheeswaran-files-war-crimes-indictment-against-sri-lankan-president-mahinda-rajapaksa/story-e6frf7jx-1226175920930
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/breaking-news/arunachalam-jegatheeswaran-files-war-crimes-indictment-against-sri-lankan-president-mahinda-rajapaksa/story-e6frf7jx-1226175920930
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/3597858.html
http://www.greenleft.org.au/node/49169
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/opinion/editorial/general/do-the-right-thing-and-have-samarasinghe-recalled/2331672.aspx
http://theconversation.edu.au/experts-respond-indicting-the-sri-lankan-president-for-war-crimes-3990
http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-national/govt-must-ok-sri-lanka-presidents-casepm-20111025-1mhfn.html
http://www.ndtv.com/article/world/war-crimes-charges-filed-against-sri-lankan-president-mahinda-rajapaksa-144046
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1599491/No-prosecution-for-Sri-Lanka-president
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2011/s3347070.htm
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/connectasia/stories/201110/s3347730.htm
http://in.reuters.com/article/2011/10/24/idINIndia-60086220111024
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Canada+rallies+behind+Commonwealth+human+rights+reports/5599636/story.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iUDLpS3DF75tQsOEXb1F2_z6dWNA?docId=CNG.6923d88135d8fdfc621b7d5a366496a2.531
http://www.torontosun.com/2011/10/24/harper-to-champion-human-rights-at-perth-summit
http://www.greenleft.org.au/node/49169
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2011/10/111020_icj.shtml
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PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM‟S REPORT cont…. 
19 October 

ABC Unleashed - A diplomatic dilemma of the Sri Lankan kind 

The Australian - Secrecy and denial are also war crimes  

SMH - Commissioner hits back over Tamil war crime claim 

Sky News - Greens want Sri Lankan envoy recalled 

  

18 October 

SMH - Sri Lanka faces pressure on war crimes claim 

The Age - Rudd quizzed over envoy 

ABC 7.30 Report - Allegations of Sri Lankan war crimes in the spotlight 

ABC Radio PM Program - Human Rights campaigners want Canberra to investigate Sri Lanka war crime allegations 

ABC Radio Connect Asia - Australian police examine Sri Lanka war crimes dossier 

ABC TV News - Sri Lankan president under investigation  

NineMSN - Sri Lanka submission a matter of urgency 

ABC Radio Sydney - Calls to suspend Sri Lanka from Commonwealth 

Independent.UK - Australian police study Sri Lanka 'war crimes' dossier 

 17 October 

 The Age - Sri Lankan envoy 'war crimes' 

ABC Radio PM Program - AFP considers war crimes investigation against Sri Lankan dipomat 

Channel 10 6.30 with George Negus - Sri Lankan war criminals 

 ABC Radio Sydney - Sri Lankan diplomat named in war crimes brief 

ABC Radio Asia Pacific - Australian police examine Sri Lanka war crimes dossier 

Reuters - Australia pressured to investigate Sri Lanka envoy for warcrimes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian human rights record damaged by failure to 

act on Sri Lankan war crimes 

Full media release and list of endorsees 

1 November 2011 

Senator Rhiannon's adjournment speech in Federal 

Parliament on Sri Lanka– -Click here 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

Michelle Rowland continues to call for an independ-

ent investigation into alleged war crimes  

View media release 

Green Party of New Zealand 

Keith Locke MP 

CHOGM Fails to challenge 

SL 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/3577470.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/secrecy-and-denial-are-also-war-crimes/story-e6frg6ux-1226170008985
http://www.smh.com.au/national/commissioner-hits-back-over-tamil-war-crime-claim-20111018-1lyt9.html
http://www.skynews.com.au/topstories/article.aspx?id=675246&vId=
http://www.smh.com.au/national/sri-lanka-faces-pressure-on-war-crimes-claim-20111017-1ltfa.html
http://www.theage.com.au/national/rudd-quizzed-over-envoy-20111017-1ltoc.html
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2011/s3342849.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2011/s3342709.htm
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/connectasia/stories/201110/s3342655.htm
http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/8361823/sri-lanka-submission-a-matter-of-urgency
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-17/calls-to-suspend-sri-lanka-from-commonwealth/3575680/?site=sydney
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/australian-police-study-sri-lanka-war-crimes-dossier-2372046.html
http://www.theage.com.au/world/sri-lankan-envoy-war-crimes-20111016-1lrm7.html
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2011/s3341654.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=tayuXG08304
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-10-17/sri-lanka-war-crimes/3574946/?site=sydney
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/asiapac/stories/201110/s3341864.htm
http://uk.mobile.reuters.com/article/idUKTRE79G00C20111017?irpc=932
http://lee-rhiannon.greensmps.org.au/content/media-release/australian-human-rights-record-damaged-failure-act-on-sri-lankan-war-crimes
http://www.aph.gov.au/hansard/senate/dailys/ds011111.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=explorer&chrome=true&srcid=0B06E2Re-_SciNjdiMjU2ODAtYmZiYi00YmFjLTk1MDEtNDdiNzc5NmNjMTFj&hl=en_US
http://blog.greens.org.nz/2011/10/31/chogm-fails-to-challenge-sri-lanka-on-human-rights/
http://blog.greens.org.nz/2011/10/31/chogm-fails-to-challenge-sri-lanka-on-human-rights/
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PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM‟S REPORT cont... 

 
Sri Lanka's Attempts to Discredit Outspoken Critics Illustrates 

Regime's Desperation 
 
"The Government of Sri Lanka's (GoSL) attempts at discrediting those who have come forward and spoken out 
illustrate the desperation of a regime that has no other means of rebuttal," said Dr. Sam Pari, National Spokesper-
son of the Australian Tamil Congress. 
 
"The GoSL has also attacked non-Tamils in the wider community, including politicians, eminent persons and hu-
man rights activists, who have spoken in support of a genuine accountability process in Sri Lanka," she added. 
 
"This is a regime that has categorically denied bombing hospitals, shelling safe-zones and the death and disappearn-
ces of thousands of Tamils before, during and since the war despite overwhelming evidence. If the regime is capa-
ble of such lies, why are they not capable of fabricating other stories to discredit people strong enough to stand up 
against them?" she asked. 
 
"From England to Australia, the GoSL's tactic to discredit Tamil eye witnesses is a racial argument which essential-
ly asserts that those who speak up for war crimes accountability are liars and terrorists or terrorist sympathisers," 
she added. 
 
"Even if one is sympathetic to the idea of a Tamil homeland, such sympathy does not mean that these individuals 
lack credibility as witnesses," said Dr. Pari. 
"Furthermore, the evidence given by these eye-witnesses are not new allegations but rather claims backed by nu-
merous reputable independent organisations including the United Nations Expert Panel, Human Rights Watch, 
Amnesty International, International Crisis Group and International Commission of Jurists," said Dr. Pari. 
 
"Those who speak now are the few that survived the blood bath. Since the GoSL cannot murder or incarcerate 
these individuals as it would on the island, Sri Lanka chooses to attack their character since it knows it cannot re-
fute their allegations of war crimes with exculpatory facts," said Dr. Pari. 

Commonwealth should unite on 

human rights 
by: Malcolm Fraser– The Australian November 4 2011 

LAST weekend, representatives of 54 countries, mostly heads of government, attended the biennial Commonwealth Heads 

of Government Meeting. 

High on the agenda was a report by the Eminent Persons Group, established to reinvigorate the Commonwealth, strength-

en its secretariat and transform its approach to human rights. 

The group included former Australian High Court justice Michael Kirby, former British foreign secretary Malcolm Rifkind, 

former Malaysian prime minister Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and Mozambique's former first lady (and wife of Nelson 

Mandela) Graca Machel, among others. 

The group's recommendations were unanimous. But the assembled leaders ignored its key recommendation, which con-

cerned the establishment of a human rights commissioner to oversee and report on the actions of member governments. 

The human-rights performance of Commonwealth countries, developed and developing, needs improvement in many are-

as- . FULL ARTICLE  

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/opinion/commonwealth-should-unite-on-human-rights/story-e6frgd0x-1226185089759
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Tamils Protest in Perth at CHOGM 

Tamil protestors in Perth, Australia, have demanded that visiting Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa 

should be arrested and charged with war crimes over atrocities in Sri Lanka. Over  150 members of Perth‟s 

Tamil community took part in a rally of hundreds of diverse protesters before marching to the Common-

wealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM), which Rajapaksa is attending as one of the delegates. 
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Dear members, 
 
On  behalf   of   the   Executive   Committee,   we   thank   you   for   your messages of appreciation 
and compliments following the success of the conference. Without the support of our members, 
hosting a successful conference of this magnitude would not have been possible. 
 
The excellent media coverage received recently on crimes against humanity committed and contin-
uing to be committed in Sri Lanka attests to the great success achieved by the conference. This is 
just the start. We must not allow this tremendous moment to evaporate.   
 
Your   renewal   is   VITAL   to   continue to accomplish   many   important   tasks   lay   ahead   
of   us.   Our Annual  Report  for 2010-2011 year highlighted what ATC achieved with your sup-
port and was a testament of the hard work of our committed volunteers who unselfishly dedicate 
their time. 
 
Your continued engagement with our activities will help ATC become a powerful unified voice. 
With your support we will continue to pressure the media, politicians and international institutions 
that value human rights to bring the guilty to account, stop the colonisation of the North-East of Sri 
Lanka and retain the Tamil Speaking identity in Sri Lanka with equal rights, the right to remain in 
their homeland, peace with protection and the unequivocal right of self-determination for all the 
people. 
 
Please  join  us  in  our  efforts  to  create  a  resourceful  ATC  that  will  make  a  difference  be-
tween despair and hope to our long suffering Tamil people. 
 
 We have introduced new payment methods. Please visit our website: 
www.australiantamilcongress.com for the complete list of payment options.  
 
Your membership is due annually on the anniversary of joining ATC.  At the last AGM a resolu-
tion was passed to give you, our valuable members a discount on membership subscription for your 
family members. You will receive a 50% discount for any additional family member’s subscription. 
 
Please be proactive in renewing your membership. 
 
 
 
ATC Executive Committee 
 
 

Your ATC Membership 

Renewal 

http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/images/stories/site/nationalnewsletter%20aug.pdf


In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

“Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace”                            

Mission 

“The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ”                            

Objective 

“As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through „Collective Global Tamil‟ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‟ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ” 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 

mailto:newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com

