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Tyranny of  the majority since 1948  
by Roy Ratnavel 

clearly reminiscent of the 1980s, when such callousness 
created more Tamil Tigers than it destroyed. 
 
The current situation in Sri Lanka has an important 
contemporary-historical context. Prior to 1983, history 
already lay heavily on the Sri Lankan civil war. The war 
partly continued from an earlier conflict, the doomed 
effort by the British during 1948 to discontinue Sri 
Lanka as an imperial possession and delivering its inde-
pendence on February 4th. The transfer of power to 
those representing Sinhalese — a majority group in Sri 
Lanka — created a volatile situation and sent the coun-
try on an irreversible ugly path. For Tamils, it marked 
the beginning of the end of freedom. 

Soon after the British left behind Sri Lanka‘s rich tea 
crops in the mellifluous mountains, picturesque pristine 
beaches, its precious stones — Sapphire and Garnet, in 
the name of Sinhala nationalism, Sri Lanka‘s first Prime 
minister, enacted discriminatory laws against Tamils 
which has overtime turned this nation into hell on 
earth for Tamils. Instead of sunshine in independent 
Ceylon — as formerly known, darkness set on divided 
Lanka. 

This is a political clash, not a battle between 
―bloodthirsty tribes.‖ Such a portrayal only serves to 
reinforce misconceptions that have taken decades upon 
decades to deconstruct. A political conflict in a nation 
where politics has been divided along ethnic and cul-
tural lines. And those carrying out the acts have been 
sufficiently radicalized along ethnic and cultural alle-
giances. 

It is not to suggest that it‘s a Sinhalese characteristic. 
It‘s not a Sinhalese characteristic at all. It‘s practiced in 
many parts of the world at different times. Violence is 
unleashed on ethnic groups by people who are deter-
mined to kill all the adversaries whether they are inno-
cent or guilty. But these policies come from the people 
at the top in an organization — in Sri Lanka‘s case, 
from the Sinhalese politicians of highest order.  
 
At the height of the Vietnam War, Republican Senator 
George Aiken of Vermont once told President Lyndon 
Johnson that, ―I‘m never keen for doves or hawks. I 
think we need more owls.‖ 

Thugs — they came during the day and in the night, by 
the hundreds. In the first hours of July 24, 1983 — one 
day after a deadly ambush by Tamil Tigers which killed 
13  Sri Lankan Army soldiers. Day of infamy — a 9/11 
if you will — for Sri Lanka‘s Tamils.  
 
As the days ensued, Tamils were targeted on the capital 
streets of Colombo as they went about their day, inside 
busses on the way to work, at their businesses. Even 
while they were sleeping in their own homes — it didn‘t 
matter. Homes were identified in spectacular Nazi-
efficiency with the help of voters-list distributed by the 
government. The smashing of doors and windows, 
hinges flying in the midst of screams from inside and 
outside, even the pitter-patter of terrorized infants feet 
didn‘t matter against the screeching thud of vicious thugs 
drunk on anti-Tamil rage. 
 
When it was over, almost 3,000 members of the coun-
try‘s Tamils lay dead due to the handy work of govern-
ment orchestrated mobs. Homes and businesses of 
Tamils were looted and destroyed, over one million 
Tamils went into exile — many in Canada. To date, not a 
single perpetrator has been brought to justice. Few brave 
Sinhalese who protected Tamils from this unimaginable 
savagery — the few righteous ones on the island, repre-
sent a flickering spark of humanity in a country that had 
gone dark. 

 
‗Black July‘ — as it came to be called still ranks as one of 
the gruesome assaults suffered by the Tamils of Sri 
Lanka since its independence. Lawlessness reigning; 
where were the police, the safeguard of liberty? Marked 
by Sri Lankan law-enforcement‘s quotidian boredom 
during this grotesque spectacle and the odd twists of 
fate, set the Tamils on the road to revolution in Sri 
Lanka resulting in an unconscionable outcome.  
 
Ironically, in July, 1983, then-president of Sri Lanka, J.R. 
Jayawardene, told Ian Ward of London's Daily Tele-
graph, ―I am not worried about the opinion of the Tamil 
people, now we cannot think of them, not about their 
lives or their opinion ... really if I starve the Tamils out, 
the Sinhala people will be happy.‖ His angry bravado is 
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Tyranny of  the majority since 1948  cont 

 In Sri Lanka, owls, alas, so far have not ruled the coun-
try since the independence. Hawks, there have been a-
plenty, and a disastrous mess these hawks have made in 
Sri Lanka, from which no easy escape beckons. 

 
Sri Lanka is often referred in the Western press as a 
democracy. Yet Sri Lankan politicians of many stripes 
and generations practiced and justified by bluntly stat-
ing that Sri Lanka is a Buddhist state for Sinhalese only, 
that these are ―the grounds by which Sri Lankan de-
mocracy operates,‖ and ―if you don‘t buy into the rules 
of the Sinhala-Buddhist state, and then don‘t play.‖ A 
country that has no constitution guaranteeing the rights 
and freedoms of all its citizens, regardless of their be-
liefs, is not a democracy. 
 
Sri Lanka is a democracy only in its most slovenly ap-
plication, and even if it is a full, blazing beacon of a 
democracy, the category offers no protection or excuse 
for what that ‗democracy‘ so gruesomely did to Tamils 
since 1948. Sri Lanka‘s victory over Tamils in May 2009 
was indeed a stupendous victory for ‗barbarism‘ — not 
for democracy. Barbarism remains barbarism, even 
when it is tacitly supported by other ‗democracies,‘ and 
even when it is a sugar-coated war run on slogans. 
 
The courage of the Tamil people, during decades of 
this slow cultural genocide and devastation, represents 
the highest aspirations of the human spirit. Meanwhile, 
the brutality from the dawn of Sri Lankan independ-
ence — torture, mass killings, disappearances and indis-
criminate aerial bombardment — is a legacy of man‘s 
inhumanity to man. 
 
There is little to celebrate in a country where majority 
of the population lives below the poverty line, many 
schoolchildren suffer from malnutrition, basic services 
still remain rudimentary and general standard of living 
is on the decline for most. Huge number of people 
have fled abroad to seek better opportunities and to do 
better things with their money, resulting in capital and 
brain drain. 
 
Rule of law is absent for the most part. Political oppo-
nents, insufficiently loyal followers, independent jour-
nalists and people of the wrong ethnic background 
have a habit of winding up dead, imprisoned, impover-
ished or in exile from this independent Sri Lanka. 
Against this bleak backdrop, other than the brain-
washed or the brain-dead, it is hard to find sane Sri 
Lankans who feel those 64 years of independence is a 
matter for rejoicing. 

 

Since the independence on February 4th 1948, Sri Lanka 
has proven to be good at only one thing — ‗ethnic poli-
tics.‘ It would be accurate to say that if Olympic medals 
are awarded for poor governance, Sri Lanka would take 
the gold, silver and bronze. But what is less accurate is 
the lack of Sri Lanka‘s reputation that it is a terror state 
whose predatory territorial aims are anchored in intoler-
ance, discrimination and destruction of the Tamil minor-
ity. 

 
Even today, after the end of three painful decades of hor-
rific war, the inherent safeguards against the ―tyranny of 
the majority,‖ so inalienable rights of a minority aren‘t 
protected against the whims of the majority in Sri Lanka. 
As recently condemned by Canadian foreign minister 
John Baird, ―...to date, we have seen a lack of both ac-
countability and meaningful attempts at reconciliation on 
the part of the Sri Lankan government…The Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka must demonstrate the principles of 
freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law.‖ 
Tamils welcome this shift in Canadian foreign policy 
which pursues an agenda of combating such flawed de-
mocracy and showing support for leveling the playing 
field for the disenfranchised in Sri Lanka. 
 
Whatever the case may be, one thing is clear. What hap-
pens in Sri Lanka will begin to matter more and more to 
Tamils abroad. Hunger for ‗freedom and dignity‘ still re-
main a powerful magnet for humanity as they are as 
much a prerequisite for democracy as voting. 

Tamils‘ emotions, no matter how much we have tried to 
jimmy them into seeing things another way, will not 
budge because Sri Lanka‘s evil unleashed on Tamils since 
the independence cannot be undone. But by dismissing 
Sri Lanka‘s twisted logic for the poisonous nonsense it is, 
we can act to ensure it does not metastasize into the mar-
ketplace of ideas. Cont...page 3 
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Human Rights in Asia Seminar 
 

On the 7th of December 2011 I was privileged to attend 

the Human Rights in Asia - Situations of Concern Semi-

nar with Elaine Pearson from Human Rights Watch and 

Dateline‘s Mark Davis.  They spoke extensively on the 

issues of war crimes accountability within the Sri Lanka. 

The speakers of the seminar brought attention to the 

fact that there has been immense inconsistency between 

how various countries have been treated in similar situa-

tions of war, drawing attention to how the atrocities in 

Sri Lankan have been largely ignored by the international 

community. The international community needs to be 

educated on the acts of violence and the incredible dete-

rioration of human rights within Sri Lanka; however the 

restrictions placed on foreign journalists makes it diffi-

cult to obtain the raw facts of the situation. Unbiased 

media presence is required to conduct in-depth investiga-

tions, convey the reality of the painful situation and con-

sequently to educate the world of the atrocities that exist 

within this apparent democracy. 

When the reality of the situation is not thrown in one‘s 

face, they are able to turn a blind eye to the situation. 

Following the Channel 4 investigations the world was 

able to witness the true atrocities suffered by civilians 

within Sri Lanka. This investigation opened the world‘s 

eyes to the real story. Further investigations such as this 

are required and for this to happen, the restrictions 

placed on journalists needed to be lifted and this can 

only happen with international pressure. 

Elaine and Mark also touched upon the current situa-

tion and described the post war regime as somewhat 

of a dictatorship. The president has created a regime 

that resembles the isolation of Burma‘s government. 

There is significant military presence and the govern-

ment is made up extensively of the president‘s family. 

Such a government leaves much to desire in terms of 

a fair and equal future for all Sri Lankans. 

Furthermore, the Sri Lankan government recently 

attempted to quieten the international community by 

creating an ―International commission of inquiry‖ 

which has thus far demonstrated zero efforts for ac-

countability and is seen as a commission created to 

give credit to the thus criticized Sri Lankan govern-

ment. They also created a ―Government lessons 

learnt commission‘ which has paid no more than lip 

service to its name. Neither commission has yet dem-

onstrated that it is independent, credible, and effec-

tive and empowered to make a real difference. 

One positive note that came from the seminar was 

India‘s recent efforts to increase awareness of the Sri 

Lankan situation within their community. There have 

been articles placed in various papers to create a sym-

pathetic audience and to educate their people of the 

Tamil situation.  Awareness of the situation is in-

credibly important and cannot be emphasised 

enough. If we are to improve the circumstances we 

need to stand together and spread the Tamil peoples‘ 

story. 

Victorian Chapter Report 

Strongest proponents of freedom in society suggest — individual political and economic freedom — as the only 
way towards economic development and long-lasting peace. In the absence of fundamental political change, peace 
will never be possible in this post-independent Sri Lanka.  

In 1948, when Sri Lanka got its independence, it was considered to be the post-colonial nation most likely to suc-
ceed economically and democratically. Unfortunately, since then Sri Lanka has been governed by leaders with a 
penchant for racial hatred. Through their hatred, they have destroyed the country. 
Sri Lanka is sick with racial tendencies — and, political and economic freedom for Tamils from the clutches of its 
tyranny is the only antidote. 

Tamils will keep saying this, and say it against all odds and all organized powers. When the time comes, to anyone   

who will listen, to everyone who won‘t listen, and — above all — to us, when no one will listen—

roy_ratnavel@hotmail.com  

The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Tyranny of  the majority since 1948  cont 
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Political and PR Teams Report 

Political teams across all states have been very busy last 
month working in collaboration with PR teams in lobbying 
politicians and senior government officials.  The lobbying 
activities were centered on articulating the inadequacies of 
the LLRC report and the need to take Sri Lankan human 
rights issue for deliberations during the upcoming United 
National Human Rights Council (UNHRC) meeting in Ge-
neva. 

 

LLRC Report: 

A well-prepared submission was made to all Parliamentari-
ans articulating the severe short comings of the LLRC re-
port and requesting that Australia support setting up an 
international mechanism to investigate war time abuses 
occurred in Sri Lanka.  This was followed by personal com-
munications and individual meetings with at least seven 
Parliamentarians across all states. 

Several friendly Parliamentarians have conveyed our con-
cerns to the Foreign Ministry, and are taking further steps 
to address our genuine concerns. 

 

 UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC): 

A detailed submission arguing the case for taking up Sri 
Lankan accountability issues during the upcoming UNHRC 
sessions was made to Foreign Minister, DFAT and all Par-
liamentarians.  The same document with some minor 

modifications was also sent to all 47 members of the 
UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC).  This submis-
sion highlighted the entrenched culture of denial and 
impunity practiced by the senior military and civilian 
leaders of Sri Lanka, and requested that Australia plays 
its part in taking up the Sri Lankan war crimes issues 
during the March sessions to be held in Geneva. 

 

DFAT meeting: 

ATC representatives attended a meeting organized by 
DFAT with the new High Commissioner to Sri Lanka.  
Tamil community‘s concerns on the current situation 
of North-East Sri Lanka were discussed in detail.  A 
ground situation report presented to the Sri Lankan 
Parliament by M. A. Sumanthiran MP and the issues 
highlighted by ICG regarding the difficulties faced by 
Tamil women and children in Sri Lanka were high-
lighted during the discussions. 

We articulated the need for the new High Commis-
sioner to work closely with Tamil elected representa-
tives (TNA predominantly) and other civil society 
groups.  We also requested that the High Commis-
sioner visit North-East Sri Lanka unaccompanied by 
government officials to understand firsthand the diffi-
culties faced by the people living there. 

 

Queensland Chapter Report 

A Public Forum to Support the Human Rights of  the Tamils in Sri Lanka...on 

United Nations Human Rights Day 

ATC in collaboration with other Human Rights organisations in queensland organised the human rights day on 10 

December 2011. The guest speakers at the forum included Stephen Keim SC—President, Australian Lawyers for 

Human Rights, Father Pan Jordon and other Tamil Community representatives. In the meeting plight of the 

Tamils both in Sri Lanka and Australia were discussed. 
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What is relevant is National Identity- 

By : Ram Mohan 

Having read the two articles by Mr. Anandan Segasothy 
in the Murasu, A Response is necessary as the articles are 
likely to cause much confusion and irreparable damage. 

It is not only Mr. Anandan but also many others in Sri 
Lanka (both Sinhalese and Tamils) who consider the 
problem in Sri Lanka as an Ethnic Problem and hence 
look for the Ethnic Identity and its origins and some 
even go backwards as far back as ―Geological Times‖. I 
have even come across eminent Professors in Sangam 
(Ilankai Tamil Sangam of USA) discussions who spend 
all their academic energies in characterizing the Sri 
Lankan Tamil Problem and similar problems as Ethnic 
Problems. It appears that they have got entangled in an 
imaginary ―Ethnic Groove‖ and no amount of scientific 
arguments seems to deflect them away from those 
―Ethnic Grooves‖. Even Obama, influenced by some 
American Professors, described such problems during 
his election campaign (he has no appetite after gaining 
power!) as the ―problem of the other side‖ and even 
once asked childishly why they are fighting when they 
look alike. In fact many have stated that Sinhalese and 
Tamils look similar (some have even gone to the extent 
of saying that they both are Dravidians) and ask why 
they are fighting. 

One point in common to all these ―academics‖ is that 
they do not recognize the entity called ―Nation‖ leave 
alone the Social Scientific concept and definition of Na-
tion. Satyendira‘s Tamilnation.org website dealt with this 
question adequately but unfortunately it is no longer ac-
tive.  So let us go back to the source of confusion and 
clarification. 

In the pre Russian Revolution period, Europe was a 
―Melting Pot‖ of Ethnic squabbles and it has become a 
great hindrance to the progress of  

the Revolution. So it fell on Stalin (himself a member of 
the ―small‖ Georgian Nation) to define what a Nation is.  
He (surely other members would have done the spade 
work) formulated a Nation as a historically evolved natu-
ral community of people in the period of rising capital-
ism with common Territory, common Language, com-
mon culture and common Economy (Technology). 

Of course this formulation did not come from the skies 
but from historical ground realities. The period of rising 
capitalism refers to the period of the Industrial Revolu-
tion which arose because Nature without Technology 
could not sustain a population of more than a Billion. (A 
search into the BBC archives will show a scientific docu-
mentary on this).   

The success of the Industrial revolution required ad-
vancing Technology (Economy), advancing Communi-
cation (Language), control of Territory for ―Collective 
Action‖ and stable Culture (Learned behaviour). It is 
worth remembering that the salient features that distin-
guished Man from Animal are, Language, Technology 
and Collectivism. 

Nations were born around the beginnings of the Indus-
trial Revolution and we are familiar with the facts of 
Imperialist History of stronger Nation oppressing 
weaker Nation(s). We are still struggling for National 
Liberation the completion of which is necessary for the 
elimination of Imperialism. Incidentally many many 
Socialists and Leftists do not realize that National Lib-
eration has to be completed and Imperialism eliminated 
for Building of the Equitable Socialist Society. 

What is important to realize that the modern scientific 
concept has nothing to do with the pre Industrial 
Revolution (Feudal) concepts of Ethnicity, Tribalism, 
Race, Caste and the like. 

National Liberation Struggle (not even Class Struggle of 
Marx) is the Relevant struggle of our Times and Natu-
rally the Identity of Nation is the most relevant 

Based on the above definition, there are two Tamil 
speaking Nations (Eelam and Tamilnadu) in the World, 
unfortunately both without State but in the company of 
6000 Nations without State around the World consti-
tuting 1/3rd World Population. The population of 
World Tamils is over 100 million (though without a 
State) but the Sinhalese Nation with less than 20 mil-
lion have a State and in the company of 193 Nations 
with State (consisting former Imperialists and Agent 
Imperialists with devolved Political Imperialism) and 
hence calling the shots. 

 

If we are to call the shots, we need to think in terms of 
our Natural Allies, the closest one being the people of 
Tamilnadu and further we should develop our under-
standing of Geopolitics instead of getting lost in Geo-
logical times. 

The views expressed are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of ATC 
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Global Tamil Forum on Government of Sri Lanka and Tamil National Alliance ‘Talks’ 

  

In the history of political societies, there are times, which come very rarely, when individuals, groups, 
organisations and peoples in general within it are required to shed their differences and connect one with 
another, united to repel the aggressive forces threatening their existence in order to promote the general 
good of society. The Tamil speaking peoples in Sri Lanka are passing through such times. The victorious 
Sri Lankan state is heaping a long train of abuses on them, occupying their lands, denying their liberty, 
usurping their property, pursuing a design to reduce them to perpetual servitude. It is the right of the 
oppressed to reject such state practices and guard their future welfare and security. Such has been the 
patient sufferance of these peoples that we need to dissolve our differences and strengthen our resolve 
to alter this system of governance.  

The history of the present Sri Lankan state since independence is a history of establishing such a tyranny 
over its Tamil speaking peoples, both Tamils and Muslims. We believe that the ethnic conflict in Sri 
Lanka has not ended by ending the armed conflict. The Tamil speaking peoples are still subject to the 
same chauvinistic forces which have oppressed them since 1948. 

We note that the elected representatives of the Tamil people in Sri Lanka the Tamil National  Alliance 
(TNA) has engaged with the Government of Sri Lanka for the past one year, in dialogue to find a dura-
ble, and dignified political solution to the National Question. Such resolution must necessarily alter the 
governance structure of the country to recognise that the Tamil speaking peoples are entitled to the right 
to self-determination and granting to them irreversible autonomy in the areas of historic habitation. We 
for our part will support the full implementation of such an arrangement if agreed upon, and urge the 
international community to encourage the Sri Lankan Government to come up with such an acceptable 
political solution and ensure its genuine implementation.  

Global Tamil Forum on LLRC 

    Australia should find its voice on Sri    
    Lanka’s war crimes- Elaine Pearson 

As nations like Canada and the United Kingdom weigh in on accountability for war crimes in Sri Lanka, it‘s 
time for Australia to add its voice. After all, promoting human rights is a crucial part of Australia‘s foreign 
policy, as Foreign Minister Kevin Rudd is keen to say. 
One month ago, the Sri Lankan government‘s Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) is-
sued its long-awaited report. The commission was established by President Mahinda Rajapaksa in May 
2010 to deflect mounting international pressure on accountability for alleged war crimes in the final 
months of the conflict with the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 
 
As the United Nations Panel of Experts appointed by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon  reported last April, 
tens of thousands of civilians were killed during that period, largely from indiscriminate shelling by govern-
ment forces. Government forces were also implicated in extrajudicial killings, torture, and the shelling of 
protected places such as hospitals, while the LTTE abuses included using civilians as human shields, shoot-
ing people who tried to escape, and forcibly conscripting child soldiers. But nearly three years after the 
conflict ended in May 2009, there is still no accountability for any of these war crimes.  Read More 

http://www.hrlc.org.au/content/publications-resources/hrlrc-e-bulletin/vol-70-february-2012/#opinion
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The Colombo government continues to deny efforts to 
address war crimes and sexual violence against women  
For Tamils, the end of Sri Lanka‘s civil war has brought 
no peace dividend; for Tamil women, peace has brought 
with it a continuation – and in some cases an intensifica-
tion – of violence and insecurity. In the country‘s pre-
dominantly Tamil-speaking north and east – a region 
half the size of Nova Scotia – tens of thousands of ―war 
widows‖ have been living under the control of the cen-
tral government and Sinhalese security forces since 2009 
and the end of the civil war, whose last few months saw 
as many as 40,000 civilians killed.  
 
There has been an alarming increase in gender-based 
violence, including domestic violence, within the Tamil 
community, as well as forced prostitution and traffick-
ing. All of this is against a backdrop of credible evidence 
of wartime sexual violence by government forces, in-
cluding video footage showing soldiers making sexual 
comments while handling dead, naked bodies of female 
suspected Tamil Tiger fighters, some with their hands 
bound. At the UN Human Rights Council session open-
ing late next month, there is a chance to finally ensure 
accountability and to address the current state of insecu-
rity; Sri Lanka and the international community, includ-
ing Canada, should take it.  
 
To date, the government‘s response has been to deny 
the existence of threats to women‘s security – past or 
present. Sri Lanka‘s ambassador to the U.S. recently 
claimed that there is ―no discrimination for women in 
Sri Lanka‖ and reduced the existence of rapes to a 
―couple of cases,‖ while a military spokesman said there 
was no ―insecurity issue‖ for women in the north and 
east. This would come as a surprise not only to the 
women and girls from that region who have been vic-
timized over the last three years, but also to women 
across Sri Lanka who have seen increasing gender dis-
parities in income and higher education, as well as many 
recent cases of murder, rape and sexual harassment in 
the south by current and former security force mem-
bers.  
 
These government denials should also be a red flag to 
anyone wanting to believe that Sri Lanka‘s Lessons 
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission – whose long-
awaited report to President Percy Mahendra Rajapaksa 
was made public in December – represents a change in 
the regime‘s approach to accountability and reconcilia-
tion. The government has already shown no compunc-
tion in ignoring the LLRC‘s finding that women in the 
north and east ―feel unsafe in the presence of the armed 
forces,‖ and, given past performance, there is every like-

lihood it will disregard the LLRC‘s sensible recommenda-
tions on governance, land issues and a political solution.  
 
Indeed, any positive outcomes that could flow from the 
LLRC report will likely remain theoretical, given that the 
report failed to provide a thorough and independent in-
vestigation of alleged violations of international humani-
tarian and human rights law in the final stages of the war, 
as demanded by the UN and others, including Canada. 
From the beginning, the government hamstrung the 
LLRC by giving it a feeble mandate, choosing pro-
government commissioners with clear conflicts of interest, 
and failing to provide any witness protection.  
The LLRC‘s report accepts at face value the largely unex-
amined claims of senior government and military officials 
who planned and executed the war, fails to adequately 
address the many credible allegations detailed in last 
April‘s report of the UN Secretary-General‘s panel of ex-
perts on accountability in Sri Lanka, and rolls back well-
established principles of international law. In the end, the 
LLRC works to exonerate the government and, in so do-
ing, undermines its own limited calls for further inquiry, 
including a call for yet another government investigation 
of the above-mentioned video footage, which officials 
repeatedly have described as ―faked.‖  
 
There is, however, an opportunity to address Sri Lanka‘s 
entrenched culture of denial and impunity – including for 
crimes against women – at the upcoming session at the 
UN Human Rights Council. Canada has already played an 
important role in recent months by reminding the world 
about the need for accountability and justice in Sri Lanka. 
Now is the time to put their principles into action in Ge-
neva. Canada should take a firm stand at the HRC and 
work closely with the United States, Britain, other mem-
bers of the European Union and, critically, African and 
Asian states – especially India – to make sure this marks 
the beginning and not the end of a real accountability 
process.  
 
At a minimum, there should be a formal dialogue at the 

council to discuss both the LLRC and UN reports, to en-

sure that the full range of credible allegations of war 

crimes, and the deficiencies in domestic accountability 

processes, are addressed openly and in detail. It is essential 

that the council remain seized of this matter and mandate 

a high office – such as the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights – to monitor and assess the Sri Lankan 

government‘s implementation of the LLRC‘s recommen-

dations and any further accountability efforts. all but inevi-

table result.  Read More 

Tamils await their peace dividend  
Louise Arbor-President-CEO of International Crisis Group 

http://www.priu.gov.lk/news_update/Current_Affairs/ca201112/FINAL%20LLRC%20REPORT.pdf
http://www.priu.gov.lk/news_update/Current_Affairs/ca201112/FINAL%20LLRC%20REPORT.pdf
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/Sri_Lanka/POE_Report_Full.pdf
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/Sri_Lanka/POE_Report_Full.pdf
http://m.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/opinion/tamils-await-their-peace-dividend/article2318098/?service=mobileC:/Users/l/Documents/Fax


In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

―Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace‖                            

Mission 

―The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ‖                            

Objective 

―As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through ‗Collective Global Tamil‘ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‘ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ‖ 
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