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ISSN 1837 -6460 The ATC National Political Team would like to
August 2010 thank all its volunteers for their support during the
Volume 2, Issue 8 election campaign

The ATC Political Team would like to thank our memthen. ATC representatives also met and worked closely
bers for coming forward and volunteering their time tovith several candidates who have been supportive and
assist with ATC's election activities. sympathetic towards agsues. The ATC Political Team
election document and the ATC Blueprint for a peaceful
The ATC Political Team and volunteers worked in a \@éilLanka were handed at the meetings, and the candi-

coordinated fashion, working closely with candidatesdatesappreciatedhe value of these documents, which
from more than 30 electorates representing all majorprovideda good brief on the history of our struggle and
parties across the country (out of the total of 150). | | our expectations from them.

rs

1S the

This was a tremendous effort and we believe this w
first such activity to have been carried out by the Augf¥g-2s ATC members can be proud to have made sych a

ian Tamil Community in such alarge and coordinated collective effort and impact on lobbying our concerns at
manner. this critical time in the Australian politics and it is our|sin-

cere belief that this effort will bear fruit in the new parlia-
The ATC Political team nationally attended several r8&f1t by having more voices to support us. This is also a
ings with new candidates to discuss the issuestiat | l€Stament that if all of us can work together we can go a
most important to us. For several new candidates, th¥Pnd way in articulating the concernshef voiceless peo-

severity of the Tamil p@8§$§lundergoingimmengehardzhips bagknthe Tamil \,

homeland.
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Former UN spokesman calls SL gov bluff

The Globe and Maild Tamils of a different stripe interests are calculated to provoke the kind of public re-
sponse seen in recent weeks.

The Tigers are history and Sri Lankads ethnic minor

ity remains under the government@ thumb. Think Canadians are right to be concerned about the security of

about it d who wants to portray the boat people as a their borders. Globalized terrorism is a threat to Canadi-

security threat? ans, as it is to Australians. And national identities are a

As the debate about Tamil boat people plays out, Cafecious commodity. In an unsteady world, and with a
dians might ask themse]l Vigngbackiashin Eyrppe dirgcted af Myslimdramigsagon,

has muddied the debate with suggestions that the boggth Canadian and Austrah‘an governmen‘ts are obﬁged 0
. soothe these concerns, with measured immigration and

are filled with criminals and terrorists, and why? Again, . .
S refugee intakes. Both countries need strong border pro-
why all the fuss over an insignificant number of peoIOI?c—:‘ction policies that deter human smuggling and provide a
when Canada does not have a-peaple problem of  gense of security to their citizens. Somehow a balance
the magnitude of Austr alpugBesttuck@rh\od InterAdfond obiationger i L an

warnings that Tami/l boat people are a threat to Can


http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/tamils-of-a-different-stripe/article1688200/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/tamils-of-a-different-stripe/article1688200/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/TamilJustice/~3/Gi39qqJLFUo/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
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Queensland Chapter Report

25h July 8 Integration function for the new arrivals
with the Brisbane Tamil and wider Community oh AugustdKerry Rae MP&6s Office

The Australian Tamil Congress, QLD Chapter initiatgdteam of ATC members and local representation went
this function as part of integrating the new arrivalgd met Kerry at her office as part of our election support.
with rest of the community. Th_e unlver_sal sport R_ferry being the Chair of the Human Rights - Sub

soccer was used as the focal point for this event witighhmittee, we requested her for pro active role on our

was attended by more than 75 local Tamils includfigies and on ALP standing and support for the UN HR
youths and other community membABC-TV crew  |nquiry on SriLanka.

filmed the event and also interviewed some of the new

comers as part of thei nopAigustd SeRafof Mafk Furnfr’QL® Sedafdr | Re f
gee Storyo6, which is yet to be aired.

The event at th€entenary State High School, Jindal
oval concluded with a BBQ. Food was also provi

€ part of ALP campaign for David Smith (Senate candi-
: . e) and Fiona McNamara (for Dickson electorate) Sen
by the new comers, which was enjoyed by all.

event provided opportunity for interaction between firk_ visited us an_d shar_ed his thoughts _Wit_h us on this
who participated and laid the foundation for the mef¥€ning. We obtained his support in principle for the

toring project deconomic boycottd with the
the European Commission for GSP+. We also thanked
him for his support in the past by raising our Tamil issues
several times in the Australian Parliament. He asked us to
have more of ©6awareness cam
Canberra marathond by two T:

12h August- Human Rights and Federal Legislation
Forum at QLD Parliament House

We participated in the Amnesty International Australia
Youth Activism Network, Queenslasnad Northern NSW
Branch, and The University of Queensland Amimsty
national Society with the support of Australian Lawyers for
Human Rights QLD branch present a discussion:

Human Rights and Federal Legislation

rTg%eakers and panellists were from QU&,University of

3P JuydWayne Swan MPGs ca e%rlnsI%an, criffitt' Jhi%e sity and Ld&yalctitioners.

ATC members participated in Treasureros el ecti,on
launch and supported the event and fellpicam- 207 Augustéo Remember the Tampab
paignsd letter box and door knocking as part of th& protest rally at Brisbane square was organised by RAC
campaign team. ATC members also participated orVfi8 ATC participationThe rally is on the evening before
Electon Day (21August ) hel pi ng Elgchor Day.oltt alse markgdntlaeth anpiversary of the
voted and subsequent CT@%%% inGidgnt anchthe dirty glecion ¢agnpign ghat ensueda
night. In :

2nd Auqust 8 Tamil for Green Speakers includ€haman Shah Nasiri (Afghan refugee &
former Nauru detainee), Fr Pan Jordan (community leader

As part of the Campaign ATC QLD chapter invited & Tamil refugees), Sam Watson (Aboriginal leader) and

-Senator Andrew Bartlett (candidate for the seatAgydrew Bartlett (refugee advocate and Greens candidate).

Brisbane) and Larissa Waters (lead senate candidate for

QLD). We extended our support and discussed the

asylum seeker and human rights issues. They said will

take active stand on these issues in the future parlia-

ment where they will control the balance of power.




Murasu Volume 2, Issue 8 Page 3

Queensland Chapter ReporCont.. Victorian Chapter Report

2BtAugustdEl ecti on Day ©6how | vote o ——— ——
Political team in Victoria worked closely with ning

Many ATC volunteers participated in their respectivd ¢fadidates from all major parties providing volurjteers
torate to extend their support to their candidates and fol{@#/ing the campaign.
up functions e.g Lilley, Dickson, Ryan, Brisbane, Bpridactorian Chapter likes to thank the members who

Griffith, Moreton and Oxley. volunteered and devoted their time for the campgaign
work. Political team also supported Tamils for Gfeens
Mentoring Program & Project In progress hosting an event for the green candidates.

The Community Mentoring Program links mentors who|are
volunteers from our community, with Brisbane domici
young Tamil youth who arrived via Christmas Island ¢r
uru from our homeand. The focus is on supporting these
young people to successfully negotiate their new life in
tralia. There is a critical need for guidance for further gq
tion, training and employment that will enable the new
vals to integrate with the wider Australian community an
avoid socigeconomic issues arising from detachment|fi
main stream community that we have seen in Canada
elsewhere.

All mentors receive agoing support facilitated by the ATC
Queensland Chapter.

ACT Chapter report

ACT's election activities in August 2010

A few volunteers in the ACT supported Liberal Sena-
tor Gary Humphries
on election day. Gary is a frequent VIP guest at [Ffamil
functions and has expressed his concerns for oyr
breathern leading up to and post May 09.

We are pleased with Gary's victory at the elections
and look forwad to working closer with him.

ACT also provided support to Ms Lin Hatfield
Dodds, a Greens Senate

candidate, who has been seen to be a strong human
rights advocate,
especially with asylum seeker issues. Unfortunately
Lin was not
successul, however, we will maintain close ties with
her with future opportunities in mind.
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Western Australian Chapter Report

WA ATC political team thank the ATC members who tire-
lessly helped with the campaigning efforts. Without the harc
work and support of members the achievements to take oul
plight to the politicians at this critical time would not have
been possible.

Meeting with Prime Minister

ATC members met with Prime Minister Hon Julia Gillard at
an event hosted by an ATC member.

ATC representatives were invited for the launch of the Swann
campaign which gave a good opportunity to meet Foreign Min-
ister Hon Stephen Smith, Immigration Minister Hon Chris Ev-
ans and Mr Glen Sterd P Senator.

Meeting with Ms Melisa Parke, MP

WA political team met with Ms Melisa Parke, MP to offer the
support from the Tamil Community in her electorate and to

‘ . thank her for her support in raising awareness to issues con-
. ' cerning Tamils in Australia in the Parliament.

Meeting with Dr Dennis Jensen, MPLiberal Party

WA ATC representatives met with Dr Jensen to thank him
for his support to the Tamil Community and ATC and of-

fered support for his campaign. ATC WA chapter offered their

. . date Ms Brami Jegan in NSW.
ATC representatives helped manning the booths and other 9

support to Dr Jensends campaign.
Other meetings

Support to Tamils for Green

Meeting with Hon Stephen SmitkMinister for Foreian ATC representatives lobbied and worked closely with five can-

Affairs and Trade and Hon Chris EvansMinister for didates who have been sympathetic to issues concerning the

Immigration. Australian Tamil community raising donations and offering
volunteers during their campaign.
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New South Wales Chapter Report

for coming forward and volunteering their time to
assist with our the election activities. Due to the setfreens candidateLee Rhiannon

less hard work and support from our ATC volunteess C political team members supported Ms Rhiannon's

we believe we were able to effectively lobby our p@fandidacy by attending her forums, meeting with her and
liamentary representatives. Through this we hope fBgiprocating her the support fo:

concerns of the Australian Tamils will be better repre-
sented in our Parliament over the following years. Minister Greg Combet

_ _ _ o o An ATC political team member worked closely with Minis-
Meeting with Prime Minister Julia Gillard- 13th ey Greg Combet during the election campaign. Brief dis-
August 2010 cussions were also held with Ministers Antonny Albanese

_ and Kate Ellis during the campaign process.
The ATC Wo me Tears rephedentativea c y
was invited to breakfast with Prime Minister Julia |4 NSW, our amazing volunteers dedicated2®@&man
Gillard.This was a great opportunity to have a brief,ors to do campaign work. NSW ATC representatives

meeting witfPrime Minis_ter Gillard and discus_s Is- lobbied and worked closely with candidatesvho have
sueghat were the most important to the Tamil com- Y

munity during this election campaigne ATC policy been sympathetic to issues concerning the Australian Tamil

document was personally handed over to Prime Mi2mmunity. We are proud to announce that every single
ister GillardThe event was also attended by the allone of them has won in their election campaign!
Western Sydney ALP candidates. The ATC Women's

Advocacy Team representative was able to discuss our

issues with them.

Meeting with Liberal Party candidate for Ben-
nelong, Mr John Alexander 13th August 2010

Attended by a representative from ATC Women's
Advocacy Team, an Australian Tanlstituent from
Bennelong and a ndramil member of the Australian
community.

Meeting with ALP candidate for Chifley, Mr Ed
Husic - 14th August 2010
Attended by a representative from ATC Women's

- g ) . TC Womends Advocacy Team with
Advocacy Team in unity with other Tamil representa-

Supreme Court in NZ decides LTTE a political organisation in refugee case

CourtesyTamilnet characteristics made the Tamil Tigers a political organisa-

The Supreme Court of New Zealand Friday dis- tion notwithstanding its use, at times, of proscribed meth-
missed the appeal of the government seekingrejeoods of advancing its cause.
tion of the refugee status of an Eezham Tamilwhod The appeal s dismissed. Th
was captaining a ship carrying arms to the LTTE. recognition of refugee status is remitted to the Refugee Sta-
The court in its | udg e teAppealsAthality forcansideration in accerdaace with t
the Tamil Tigers was an organisation having the gtalse Court of Appeal ds order .
of seltdetermination for Tamils and securinganin-may submit memoranda i f nece
dependent Tamil state in northeast Sri Lanka. Thethe court Friday.

principal objective was to induce the government dflore

Sri Lanka to concede such political change. These ©F full text of the judgment and reasons tlicke



