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The Australian Tamil Director of Public Rela- This was achieved througt Affairs, Department of

Congress (ATC)Blueprint tions, and addresses were the combined effort of P AL
was officially launched to  also given by Prof. Thas A dedicated individuals from I?.mlg";a“zrll[)and dCIttlﬁen
Australian politicians and Nirmalathas, Treasurer ancthe ATC Political Strategy Ship, AUS and other
policy makers on 2 June  Dr. Raj T Rajeswaran, and Public Relations team: Policy makers. The blue-
2010 at the Australian Par- Chairman. worked tirelessly over sev- print was warmly received
liament House. Guest eral months to produce thi¢ by all who attended, and
speeches were delivered b It represents what the ATC document and organise thi provided an invaluable op-
Hon. John Dowd AO QC, believes to be the path to- event. portunity to raise aware-
President of the Interna-  wards ethnic harmony in ness of ATC as the na-
tional Commission of Ju-  Sri Lanka. It is a document The event was well at- . .
tional body representing

rists- Australia and Mr. outlining a detailed plan of tended by over 20 Federal _ :
Julian Burnside AO QC,  action. We believe this is  parliamentarians and/or 1€ VOIce of Australian
Australian Barrister, and  the first time such a docu- Tamils.

Human Rights and Refuger ment has been created anc ”j[e;; senior mei[nll.)ers fOf
Advocate. The eventwas such an initiative has taker St&' rfepresentatives from
chaired by Dr. SamPari, pl ace i n Au s theDepartmentof Foreigy
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A Blueprint for a Peaceful Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka is at the crasmds plish the short, medium andrhe Australian Tamil Con-
in its violent, turbulent and The opportunity for construc-long term goals contained ifgress will also vigorously
complex history. Decades oftive action to reconcile a deephis document. campaign to ensure that the
war, ethnic tension, humandivided population, revitalise International  Community

rights violations, oppressiondemocracy and rebuild theyyoc ting for the release o cilitates constructive dia-
and erosion of the Tamiliden-c ount r yds da maa%@,sﬁloo bod %Ta{rrﬁ}sssﬁllrd ogue aimed at achieving a
tity have resulted in a deeplyure seems very limited. The&yined in r’nilitary run Campgjurable political solution in
fractured and dysfunctionalrhetoric and actions of the rez.q working towards meetin ri Lanka which enshrines
country. cently reelected Presidentiho immediate welfare needs gemocratic, legal, political
Mahinda Rajapaksa indicatgfe Internally Displaced per@nd social rights for all Sri
The end of a brutal andboth he and his governmeng,,o (IDPs) in the North an Lankans equally, regardless
bloody civil conflict in May have thus far paid little attengaet of Sri Lanka will be the®f their religion or ethnicity.

2009, estimated to havetion to addressing the very se srimary short term goal for thel Nis blueprint contains two

claimed over 100,000 lives, hasitive and complex issues of Skitc. parts® Part One: The Aus-
not brought the much desiredL ank a 6 s peace, reconciliati{pAlian Tami/l
peace. Instead, it has placednd reconstruction. Additionally, the Australiansition Statement, which out-

the lives of Tamils in a state ofThe Australian Tamil Congresggmil Congress will campaigfines short

Suspended eXiStenC_e' ManYATC) has developed a bluel'O ensure the Internationalong term goa|s for peace,
have no home ]E’r t:{g';‘ge ©print to initiate dialogue andCommunity holds the Govern-econciliation and recon-

return, and their livelihoods ; ;
. P is our aim to galvanise suppoRY — conducting - independen .
have been destroyed with littld 9 PP nvestigations through  the Of}_anka, and Part Two: The

or no educational or employ-ffom Sri Lankan Tamils, theg o " &% "o Nations or @Ml Struggle for Equality
ment prospects. According toTamil Diaspora, representativegny other relevant authoriti® Prief historical analysis of
the latest UNHCR estimatesfrom the Australian Govern-gginto the war crimes andhe conflict in Sri Lanka
over 500,000 Tamils remainment, NGOs and the Interna-breaches of international huwith —an  accompanying
ointernally digg! @A) to accom-manitarian law committed durehronological timeline.

ing the final phase of the war.
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Invitation to members

We are celebrating Refugee Week and the great contribu-
tion refugees make to Australia. We will be hosting an

event to welcome refugees to Australia. Feel free to invite
your friends and family, as well as other relevant contacts
(recent arrived refugees or members of the Australian com-
munity) who may wish to attend.

This event is about welcoming refugees to Australia and we

are hoping the Australian citizens in the room can mingle
and share contacts and by the end of the night the recent
arrivals will have made some new friends.

Date: Saturday 3 July 2010

Time: 4pm 26pm

Venue: Wentworthville Community Centre, Grevillea
Room, 2 Lane Street, Wentworthville

PLS RSVP- Please c&all300 660 629

or emaifrsvp@australiantamilcongress.com




