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The Australian Tamil 
Congress (ATC) Blueprint 
was officially launched to 
Australian politicians and 
policy makers on 2 June 
2010 at the Australian Par-
liament House. Guest 
speeches were delivered by 
Hon. John Dowd AO QC, 
President of the Interna-
tional Commission of Ju-
rists - Australia and Mr. 
Julian Burnside AO QC, 
Australian Barrister, and 
Human Rights and Refugee 
Advocate. The event was 
chaired by Dr. Sam Pari, 

Director of Public Rela-
tions, and addresses were 
also given by Prof. Thas A 
Nirmalathas, Treasurer and 
Dr. Raj T Rajeswaran, 
Chairman. 
 
It represents what the ATC 
believes to be the path to-
wards ethnic harmony in 
Sri Lanka. It is a document 
outlining a detailed plan of 
action. We believe this is 
the first time such a docu-
ment has been created and 
such an initiative has taken 
place in Australiaõs history. 

This was achieved through 
the combined effort of 
dedicated individuals from 
the ATC Political Strategy 
and Public Relations teams 
worked tirelessly over sev-
eral months to produce this 
document and organise this 
event. 
 
The event was well at-

tended by over 20 Federal 

Parliamentarians and/or 

their senior members of 

staff, representatives from 

the Department of Foreign 

Affairs, Department of 

Immigration and Citizen-

ship, AusAID and other 

policy makers. The blue-

print was warmly received 

by all who attended, and 

provided an invaluable op-

portunity to raise aware-

ness of ATC as the na-

tional body representing 

the voice of Australian 

Tamils. 
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A Blueprint for a Peaceful Sri Lanka 

Sri Lanka is at the cross-roads 
in its violent, turbulent and 
complex history. Decades of 
war, ethnic tension, human 
rights violations, oppression 
and erosion of the Tamil iden-
tity have resulted in a deeply 
fractured and dysfunctional 
country.  
 
The end of a brutal and 
bloody civil conflict in May 
2009, estimated to have 
claimed over 100,000 lives, has 
not brought the much desired 
peace. Instead, it has placed 
the lives of Tamils in a state of 
suspended existence. Many 
have no home or village to 
return to or are forbidden to 
return, and their livelihoods 
have been destroyed with little 
or no educational or employ-
ment prospects. According to 
the latest UNHCR estimates, 
over 500,000 Tamils remain 
òinternally displacedó. 

 
The opportunity for construc-
tive action to reconcile a deeply 
divided population, revitalise 
democracy and rebuild the 
countryõs damaged infrastruc-
ture seems very limited. The 
rhetoric and actions of the re-
cently re-elected President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa indicates 
both he and his government 
have thus far paid little atten-
tion to addressing the very sen-
sitive and complex issues of Sri 
Lankaõs peace, reconciliation 
and reconstruction. 
The Australian Tamil Congress 

(ATC) has developed a blue-

print to initiate dialogue and 

debate on Sri Lankaõs future. It 

is our aim to galvanise support 

from Sri Lankan Tamils, the 

Tamil Diaspora, representatives 

from the Australian Govern-

ment, NGOs and the Interna-

tional Community to accom-

plish the short, medium and 

long term goals contained in 

this document. 

Advocating for the release of 
almost 100,000 Tamils still de-
tained in military run camps 
and working towards meeting 
the immediate welfare needs of 
the Internally Displaced Per-
sons (IDPs) in the North and 
East of Sri Lanka will be the 
primary short term goal for the 
ATC. 
 
Additionally, the Australian 
Tamil Congress will campaign 
to ensure the International 
Community holds the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to account, 
by conducting independent 
investigations through the of-
fices of the United Nations or 
any other relevant authoriti-
esinto the war crimes and 
breaches of international hu-
manitarian law committed dur-
ing the final phase of the war.  

The Australian Tamil Con-
gress will also vigorously 
campaign to ensure that the 
International Community 
facilitates constructive dia-
logue aimed at achieving a 
durable political solution in 
Sri Lanka which enshrines 
democratic, legal, political 
and social rights for all Sri 
Lankans equally, regardless 
of their religion or ethnicity.  
This blueprint contains two 

parts ð Part One: The Aus-

tralian Tamil Congressõ Po-

sition Statement, which out-

lines short, medium and 

long term goals for peace, 

reconciliation and recon-

struction in post-war Sri 

Lanka, and Part Two: The 

Tamil Struggle for Equality - 

a brief historical analysis of 

the conflict in Sri Lanka 

with an accompanying 

chronological timeline. 

 
We are celebrating Refugee Week and the great contribu-
tion refugees make to Australia. We will be hosting an 
event to welcome refugees to Australia. Feel free to invite 
your friends and family, as well as other relevant contacts 
(recent arrived refugees or members of the Australian com-
munity) who may wish to attend.  
 
This event is about welcoming refugees to Australia and we 
are hoping the Australian citizens in the room can mingle 
and share contacts and by the end of the night the recent 
arrivals will have made some new friends. 
 
Date: Saturday 3 July 2010 
Time: 4pm �² 6pm 
Venue: Wentworthville Community Centre, Grevillea 
Room, 2 Lane Street, Wentworthville 
PLS RSVP - Please call 1300 660 629 
 or email rsvp@australiantamilcongress.com  

Invitation to members 


