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Australian Tamil youth runs for Federal SenatF4u5[/’a//an Tamil youth runs
It is with great pride we inform you that Ms. Brami Jegan has been seleclefip Federal Senate

run for Federal Senate. She is now third on the Greens Senate ticket. To|qtHe Australidrew Warf@mith
knowledge, this is the first time an Australian Tamil has run for Senate. Brami,

we are very proud of you and we commend you for bravely stepping forwaydto,.,, my background is a bit different,” fthe
serve our Australian community. We wish you the very best in your endepyfiyly anointed Greens Senatecandidate says

with a laugh. "But I've got nothing to hide. |I'm

. here because | want to contribute to our soci-

ety."Read More

------ S Message from Tamils for Greens

aha s

First of all a big thank you to all those whg
have sent messages of support to Tamils|fo
Greens.
As you may be aware, Tamils for Gregns
advocating the Greens Party for the upcomi

House of Representatives.

We are asking for your supportvote 1 the
Greens!

Stay up to date on our blog at
www.tamilsforgreens.wordpress.com

ST e

Senate Greens candidate Brami Jegan, a former banker and _j ist,. .. . .
Sydney's Darling Harbour. Picture: Amos Aikman *Source:* The Australian Cdﬂ%g?lﬁs at.?‘%\mllsfoqreens@qmall.com
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2010 Federal election in both the Senat¢ and
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The Australian Tamil Congress (ATC) is the national body of Australian Tamils. We encourage positive participatith®f Tamils

Australian society, and highlight issues of importance to Tamils living in this country.

One of our key objectives is to encourage the Australian government and opposition parties to champion the rulenmditaw and |

rights in Sri Lanka, which will lead to a permanent resolution of the Tamil issue in that country.
The Federal election on 21 August 2010 is an opportune time for ATC members to be involved with our political activit
The ATC political team has commenced our political lobbying for this election period.

ATC will support all the candidates who have been sympathetic and supportive towards our issues. Some Federa
openly expressed their support for our issues in Parliament and have passed motions that address our concernsh $p
their valuable time to work with us and guide us through the maze of Australian politics. The time is right for usstey
preciation.
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Australian Tamils have some basic, humane expectations from their politicians and the Australian government, dind-these are

lated below. Fundamentally, ATC expects the Tamil community to be consulted in formulating Australian foreign p8ili
Lanka.

ATC policy focuses on six major issues and seeks the endorsement from candidates who are contesting this election

o The willingness to impress upon Sri Lanka the need to release all detained individuals heldimcaitifzsyand to all¢
independent monitors such as ICRC access to them;

o Active involvement through the provision of direct aid and support for international efforts-getthenment of the di
placed and reconstruction of basic infrastructure in-HaghSri Lanka;

o The willingness to impress upon Sri Lanka the need to take meaningful steps to promote reconciliation, rath
steps to change the Tamil identity in the N&etht of the country;

o The adoption of a humanitarian approach towards all persons seeking refuge in Australia;

o Open endorsement for an independent international investigation into war crimes during the last stages of the

tive support for the facilitation, by international actors, of a constructive dialogue between the GoSL and elect¢
sentatives that is aimed at achieving a durable political solution.

The ATC political team needs many volunteers to support our campaign work. Donations are also being collected t
distributed to various candidates. If you are interested in making a donation, please call us on 1300 660 629 or
rsvp@australiantamilcongress.comnd we will direct you to your electorate coordinator.
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http://www.theaustralian.com.au/politics/tamil-refugee-seeks-senate-seat/story-e6frgczf-1225890477817
http://www.tamilsforgreens.wordpress.com/
http://gmail.com/

Murasu Volume 2, Issue 7 Page 3

Austral i an Tami | Congressos Fi st

The first Annual General Meeting of the ATC was held in Melbourne on Saturday, 17 July 2010. Over 150 people,rincluding
terim office bearers from various states, took part in this first ever national meeting of the ATC which had its orati§uration
August 2009.

The meeting began at 2.30 pm with the observance of one minute silence followed by the lighting of the traditional lamp.

The Chairman Dr Raj Rajeswaran welcomed the audience. He broadly outlined the purpose of the ATC, its achievements h
the need for unity among us, and the necessity to work with the Tamil parliamentarians in Sri Lanka to achieveedongoals in t
run.

This was foll owed by the Secretaryds Report. Mr K arima | N
Board of Directors, Executive Committee, Membership Development Council and Constitution Committee. He said that, ir
Board of Directors and the Executive Committee held 19 meetings for the period ended 31 March 2010, almost alllef them vi
conference. He also described in general the appointments of the Director of Public Relations, Political CoordiRatjmcand the
Coordinator for Settlement of Refugees and Migrants.
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ATCOs First Annuadnt Gener al me et

The Treasurer, Prof. Thas Nirmalathas, presented the financial report.. In his speech he highlighted that ATCubl@sted in F
Relations and Awareness Raising activities, to position ATC, to enhance its public visibility as the voice for thamNustralian
Community and to advance its clear and consistent messages to politicians, media and wider community. More than 50%
cost was contributed by members through a special fund created specifically specifically for these projects. hBsshitllirmalat
that the Australian Tamil Community should renew its commitment to the Tamil Cause and extefie #intsidfallpport to the

ATC for it to play a critical role in making a difference to our people back home. He added that for ATC to remairaua powerful
viable organisation, all Tamils in Australia should join ATC helping to achieve a membership base of at least 5380 across a
Australia.

The Treasurerod6s speech was foll owed by a presentatilon b
how the PR Team set about ending the debilitating image of the Tamil Diaspora. A concerted effort of political lavbying and ¢
munity awareness was required to advocate the release of the 300,000 Tamil civilians locked up by the Sri Lamich military |
barbed wire fences, and the ATC needed to engage the services of PR professionals to train our PR Team to achieve these
tives. A healthy relationship with representatives of all sides of politics had become difficult with the demorésmyladahe r
people for political gains. Dr Pari said that highlighting the needs of genuine asylum seekers fleeing persecutien and inj
unleashed by the Sri Lankan regime will continue, as the only way to stop the asylum seekers leaving Sri Lartkarisdb address
causes of the ethnic conflict, and Australia can play a genuinely positive role on this matter. She went on thdiatisiewve- of t
ments of the PR Team, the need for greater communication with our members and the importance of increasing the membe
number in order to achieve the ATCO6s goals sooner.

The National Political Affairs Group Report was then presented by Dr. K. Mukunthan. He elaborated the specific thigjectives of
group which included:

*  Setting the political direction- reflecting the aspirations of Tamils living in Australia and Sri Lanka

*  Strategic positioning and effective collaborationvith other likeminded Tamil organisations functioning in Australia
and overseas

*  Conducting lobbying with senior government ministers, officials, Parliamentarians, and special interest groups, and

*  Building partnership with political and human rights groupsin Australia and overseas, and work cooperatively in
forums and other tasks of common interest.

The ATC caucus meeting held in Melbourne in December 20
which was launched at the Australian Parliament House in Canberra in June this year. The blueprint contains the short, me
and |l ong term political objectives and strategies for £
political capacity of Eelam Tamilsd and O0Architedottheng a

participants. Dr. Mukunthan highlighted the various actions taken by the group so far, working cohesively andaixjéeagively, in
maintaining collaboration with other prominent Australians, academics, lawyers, human rights/trade union/refugek activists
church leaders across all states.
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The O6Question and Answerd® session followed and Mr Anton
this session. The questions varied from resettlement of Tamils who fled their homes in Vanni and are preventeddosio getting &
their lands by the government, to boycotting Sri Lanka, financial accounts, Christmas Island and refugees, and m@v best tt
membership number can be improved. All questions were answered by the appropriate office bearers to the best @aheir knov
There was general consensus among the participants that although a great deal of work has been done, a lot mangeneeds tc
to achieve the ultimate objectives of the ATC.

The Returning Officer, Dr. Easwaran Kanapathipillai drew the attention of members to the list of suggested amendorents to th
stitution which were sent with Annual Report. As there were no objections to the proposed amendments, the Retureing Office
clared that the amendments were accepted unanimously.

The election of Chairman and Vice Chairman then folldtvedreturning Officer read out the joint ticket nominations received at
the close of nomination ontl6f June 2010. As there was only one nomination for each position, the Returning Officer declared
that Raj Rajewaran and Paul Rajeswaran were elected as Chairman and Vice Chairman, respectively, unanimously.

Dr. Kanapathipillai congratulated the duo and thanked all the executive officers and others for their dedicatiom iATr@aking th
for what it is today.

The reelected Chairman thanked everyone for making the first national AGM of the Australian Tamil Congress a great success

In the concluding speech, the Victorian Chapter Chairman Mr S Pathmalinkam thanked everyone present and the speakers in
lar, who made such an elaborate presentation of the ATC activities over the last 10 months. He explained to the guslience abo
current politicemilitary situation in the northeast of Sri Lanka and our responsibility to our brothers and sistersguigharg lan
desperately in their home land. He made a passionate appeal to the audience who are not yet members of the A @gdto particiy
support in all its activities, and motivate ATC to achieve its objectives.

Mr Jude Prakash acted as the master of ceremoni eQjistemnd t
ers through out Australia and New Zealand.

Message from a member in Victoria Appreciation from a NSW member

Good Morning All Dear ATC Office holders,

| | received your Annual Report few days ago and wanted|to give
you some feedback. Firstly | want to give you my warmest con-
gratulations for achieving this milestone.

I had the privilege of attending the Annual Gen
eral Meeting Yesterday at Melbourne.

| have no doubt the entire team of ATC working

very very hard for our Tamil Community. | would also like to comment on how well designed and profes-

The Meeting was very satisfied. fifreciples sional the annual report looks. | felt immensely proud of{being
and the motives of ATC was clearly explained jya part of ATC when | opened the envelope. | read through the
the President and byhers. annual report in amazement of what ATC has achieved|in less

Thanks for regularly sendihg updated infor- | |than a year.

mation's (ATC Web Site), News Letters, etc all
the time. It was very encouraging to see letters from various Australian
| like to express my sincere thanks and appted ig(_)liticiar_ls, this shows _the_ amount of work you have done in
tion to all of you . netvvprkmg and campaigning to promote our caAse. comt _

_ _ _ munity ATC has helped us demonstrate to the Australian public
| am proud of being a member with Australian |and politicians, we have come very far from the Tamils Who sat

Tamil Congress. down George St Sydney and blocked the road in their despera-
Best wishes and Congratulations for all of you gfon!!
your every success.
| would like to THANK all of you for dedicating numerous
hours of your personal time, money and intellect in making

A MEMBER ATC a success. Wi sh youol al |
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Queensland Chapter Report

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd campaign where the special guedthe ATC QLD Director at- Refugee Week and several
addresses the Queenslan@ias Hon Greg Combet. ATC tended an evening with Senb-which was attended by
Media Club (Junenyt members had a brief discussioor John Faulkner at the inviover 1500 people and
._with the Minister about Tamil tation of Federal member foseveral ATC representa-
(T:Teb Queenslan? Met?]'aissges and_ ha}nd'e_nj a letter Brisbane Hon Arch Bevis. tives attended th_e event.

ub, representing € which he said will give to the For- ATC representatives in
Queensland Parliamentang j g n Mi ni st er . H& reqBgsted theaSenatorti@ueenskand had the op-
Media Gallery andthe Me-y o u6 t o Pet er Edisinglish inamigeatio® fandariiGty to meet where
dig Entert_ain_ment and Ar_ts QLD Chapter advocacy groupasylum seeker issues sef#Pn Laurie Ferguson MP
Alliance, |nV|t_ed us to join mem_ber fo_r his contrlbutlpn to rately, and to have a humar{gar!lamentary S_ecretary,
Th_e Hon_ }_<evm Rudd MI_D, the discussions at the function. approach to the refugee iSSl%ultlcultural Affairs).Mr
Prime Minister of Australia, after the election given th erguson was impressed
at a luncheon on Friday 4LUNCHTIME PROTEST current sensitivity. Senat %y_ the launch of the blue-
June 2010 at the SofitetAGAINST "EAST TIMOR SO- : %rint of ATC in the Fed- )
LUTION" (July &) supported Ql degdipaffidmbrR h&an- VI €

and stated that both Governperra and commented it

Queensland Director and ATC participated with other refu- ment and the opposition argvas a good step in the
the Interim Chapter Presi-gee advocacy groups at the evemutting both issues togetheright direction.
dent represented ATC atorganised by the Refuge Actionand are confusing the wide@LD ATC participated in
the session. ATC deliveredCollective (Qld) to condemn Aus-community. This has stiredhe WRW event at Bris-
a letter to the PM via his ralian Governments new diréC-some racial elements withihane Square on 20 June

tion for processing asylum seekerﬁ1 : :
staff. . e wider community. 2010, where more than 10
that was held outside the Depart- human rights advocacy

Dinner with Hon Greg ment of Immigration & Citizen- Minister in his speech said that

Combet AM MP, Minister ship office in the city. only a Labor government Caﬁlrl?;iﬁs Aﬂzggigitecadre;ﬂ_s
Assisting the Minister for ensure a fair hearing to all in 9
arty. The event was or-

Climate Change and En-Speakers included: Andrew Bartthe community including th _

ergy Efficiency; Minister lett, Greens candidate for the Feds,ginalised and the affect nised by the World
for Defence Materiel and eral seat of Brisbane and Fr Parﬂ)eople be in Australia of efugee Day organising
Science and former Secredordan. ' committee. ATC Queen-

Brisbane.

tary of the ACTU (Bof . _ overseas. sland was one of the or-
July) Evening with Hon Senator JohnWorld Refugee Week(WRW) ganising members in the

Faulkner, Minister for Defence . i
. ' - ; doCandl el i ght Copynitige apd,sgme of -
7 ATC members partici- and former National President oftern Parad® Freedom from the recent Tamil arrivals

pated in the Federal Laborthe ALP (12 of July) fearé in Souttho macpaed OB rthiss b a

member for Moreton Gra- .
ham Perret:t MP&s el ection was hosted as part of Wordccasion.

South Australian Chapter Report

South Australian Chapter is reporting after two months break, becausg a deci-
sion was made at the Chapter level reporting be done when substantigtive
information is available. The reporting covers the two months period gf May
and June 2010.

For the Remembrance week 15 to 22 May 2010 was jointly organized with
Ceylon Tamil Association of SA, at the joint meeting a decision was decided
to organize three events: tree planting, Candle light vigil and the Remem-
brance Day on 22 May, like in most of the other chapters. These events were
organized to get different sections of the community to get involved in

events of their choices. Tree planting community project was organizgd as a
method of remembering those who died and at the same time as a cdmmu-
nity service. Trees were planted in the Auldana nature reserve in the Burnside
Council area of South Australia. The candle light vigil was to be held pn 18
May, to remember the dead on the day the war came to an end, unfoftunately
because of the unique situation in Adelaide where city businesses ara clased

in the night during the middle of the week, the vigil was organized on Figlgyp participation in Tree Planting 15 May
21 May 2010. 2010




