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The events of July 1983 are 
poignant for the entire Tamil 
population around the world. 
Between July 24 and 29, 
Tamils were systematically 
targeted with violence in Co-
lombo and many other parts 

 of Sri Lanka 
 
Sri Lankan Governments offi-
cials categorized the violence 
as uncontrollable race riots 
instigated by the killing of 13 
Sinhala soldiers on the night 
of July 23. However, history 
and the course of events dur-
ing Black July illustrate the Sri 
Lankan Governmentõs undeni-
able involvement in the geno-
cidal acts against Tamils. 
 
July 24 (Day 1): At 1 oõclock 
in the morning of July 24, the 
army rounded up hundreds of 
Tamils in Trincomalee, Man-
nar, and Vavuniya in the 
Northeast who had fled the 
anti-Tamil riots of 1977 and 
1981. These Tamils were forci-
bly taken and left without pos-
sessions in the central hills. 
Before the riots broke out in 
Colombo, the army in Jaffna 
went on rampage killing 51 
innocent Tamil civilians. In 
Trincomalee, similar violence 
broke out as members of the 
Navy randomly shot at civil-
ians and burnt down Tamil 
property. 
 
In the evening in Colombo, 
the state funeral was being 
organized for the soldiers. 
Thousands of people arrived 
at the cemetery but the bodies 
failed to appear. After waiting 
several hours, much of the 
crowd objecting the burial in 
Kanatte and demanded the 
bodies to be returned to the 
next of kin. As the large crowd 
began to leave the grave, a 
new group of people 

(identified as government 
gangs) entered the Borella 
junction and raised antiðTamil 
cries. As the anti-government 
cry subsided and anti-Tamil 
cries became dominant, arson 
and murdering of Tamils 
broke out. 
. 
July 25 (Day 2): After the 
midnight lull, mobs were led 
by people with voter registra-
tion lists in hand torched 
Tamil homes, looted and de-
stroyed Tamil businesses. All 
traffic was searched, and any 
Tamils found were killed, 
maimed, or burned alive. Cyril 
Matthew, Minister of Indus-
tries, was witnessed directly 
pinpointing shops to be 
b u r n e d  d o w n . 
Many policemen were de-
ployed throughout the city; 
however, they tacitly stood 
and watched on. Witnesses 
recall lorry loads of armed 
troops leisurely waving to 
looters who waved greetings 
back. Curfew was only de-
clared by the President late in 
afternoon after the worst was 
over. However, the violence 
continued unabated. Tens of 
thousands of Tamils who 
were homeless, sought refu-
gee in schools and places of 
worship. 
 
In Welikade prison, 35 Tamil 
political prisoners who were 
awaiting trail under the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act, 
were massacred by Sinhalese 
prisoners with the complicity 
of jail guards using spikes, 
clubs and iron rods.The vio-
lence spread rapidly through-
out the country, engulfing 
towns like Gampaha, Kalu-
tara, Kandy, Matale, Nuwara 
Eliya and Trincomalee. One 
town was completely wiped 
out - the Indian Tamil town 
of Kandapola, near Nuwara 
Eliya 
. 
July 26 (Day 3): Government 

imposed a strict censorship of media reporting on the anti-Tamil 
violence. Word spread of Sri Lankaõs state of disorder as eye 
witness accounts and photographs taken by returning tourists 
illustrated the scale of violence. They described how Tamil mo-
torists were dragged out of their vehicles and hacked to pieces 
while others were drenched with petrol and and set alight in full 
view of the security forces. The International Airport in Co-
lombo was closed. 
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All Things Black Since Black July 
THE SUNDAY LEADER -by Kusal Perera 

It was exactly 27 years ago this day. The day was a Poya Sunday. 
Late Saumyamoorthy Thondaman, the respected plantation sec-
tor trade unionist and political leader, on a short visit to Chennai 
immediately after, was quoted in Tamil Nadu media as having 
said that in Sri Lanka, òIt is Sunday sil ð Monday killó. 
It was a day when my parental house was cramped full with 
about 50 men, women and children, wanting refuge and security. 
All, neighbours and ordinary Tamil families, with whom we grew 
together from our infancy. With whom we played, went to 
school, quarrelled and made friends the next day. Long time 
neighbours in Rath-
nakara Place, whose 
houses were being 
looted and burnt, 
while my parents 
were help less ly 
watching two whole 
days, trying desper-
ately to find a way 
out to move them to 

safety. More 

 

http://www.blackjuly83.com/index.htm
http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2010/07/25/all-things-black-since-black-july/
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Australian Tamil youth runs for Federal Senate 
It is with great pride we inform you that Ms. Brami Jegan has been selected to 

run for Federal Senate. She is now third on the Greens Senate ticket. To our 

knowledge, this is the first time an Australian Tamil has run for Senate. Brami, 

we are very proud of you and we commend you for bravely stepping forward to 

serve our Australian community. We wish you the very best in your endeavour! 

 

Australian Tamil youth runs 
for Federal Senate 
The Australian-Drew Warne-Smith 

 
"I know, my background is a bit different," the 
 newly anointed Greens Senatecandidate says 
with a laugh. "But I've got nothing to hide. I'm 
 here because I want to contribute to our soci-
ety." Read More 

First of all a big thank you to all those who 
 have sent messages of support to Tamils for 
Greens. 
 As you may be aware, Tamils for Greens is 
advocating the Greens Party for the upcoming 
2010 Federal election in both the Senate and 
House of Representatives.  
  
We are asking for your support to 'Vote 1 the 
 Greens'! 

 Stay up to date on our blog at 
www.tamilsforgreens.wordpress.com  

contact us at: Tamilsfogreens@gmail.com 

Message from Tamils for Greens 

The Australian Tamil Congress (ATC) is the national body of Australian Tamils. We encourage positive participation of Tamils in the 
Australian society, and highlight issues of importance to Tamils living in this country. 

One of our key objectives is to encourage the Australian government and opposition parties to champion the rule of law and human 
rights in Sri Lanka, which will lead to a permanent resolution of the Tamil issue in that country. 

The Federal election on 21 August 2010 is an opportune time for ATC members to be involved with our political activities. 

The ATC political team has commenced our political lobbying for this election period. 

ATC will support all the candidates who have been sympathetic and supportive towards our issues. Some Federal politicians have 
openly expressed their support for our issues in Parliament and have passed motions that address our concerns. Some have given up 
their valuable time to work with us and guide us through the maze of Australian politics. The time is right for us show them our ap-
preciation. 

Australian Tamils have some basic, humane expectations from their politicians and the Australian government, and these are articu-
lated below. Fundamentally, ATC expects the Tamil community to be consulted in formulating Australian foreign policy towards Sri 
Lanka.  

ATC policy focuses on six major issues and seeks the endorsement from candidates who are contesting this election for: 

The willingness to impress upon Sri Lanka the need to release all detained individuals held in military-run camps, and to allow  
independent monitors such as ICRC access to them; 

Active involvement through the provision of direct aid and support for international efforts in the re-settlement of the dis-
placed and reconstruction of basic infrastructure in North-East Sri Lanka; 

The willingness to impress upon Sri Lanka the need to take meaningful steps to promote reconciliation, rather than taking 
steps to change the Tamil identity in the North-East of the country; 

The adoption of a humanitarian approach towards all persons seeking refuge in Australia; 

Open endorsement for an independent international investigation into war crimes during the last stages of the war; and Ac-
tive support for the facilitation, by international actors, of a constructive dialogue between the GoSL and elected Tamil repre-
sentatives that is aimed at achieving a durable political solution. 

The ATC political team needs many volunteers to support our campaign work. Donations are also being collected to be 
distributed to various candidates. If you are interested in making a donation, please call us on 1300 660 629 or email 
rsvp@australiantamilcongress.com and we will direct you to your electorate coordinator.  

Senate Greens candidate Brami Jegan, a former banker and journalist, at 
Sydney's Darling Harbour. Picture: Amos Aikman *Source:* The Australian 

ATC- National Political Teamõs Report 

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/politics/tamil-refugee-seeks-senate-seat/story-e6frgczf-1225890477817
http://www.tamilsforgreens.wordpress.com/
http://gmail.com/
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Australian Tamil Congressõs First National Annual General Meeting 

The first Annual General Meeting of the ATC was held in Melbourne on Saturday, 17 July 2010. Over 150 people, including the in-
terim office bearers from various states, took part in this first ever national meeting of the ATC which had its inauguration on 15th 
August 2009. 

The meeting began at 2.30 pm with the observance of one minute silence followed by the lighting of the traditional lamp.  

 

The Chairman Dr Raj Rajeswaran welcomed the audience. He broadly outlined the purpose of the ATC, its achievements hitherto, 
the need for unity among us, and the necessity to work with the Tamil parliamentarians in Sri Lanka to achieve our goals in the long 
run. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was followed by the Secretaryõs Report. Mr Kamal Nathan in his speech covered matters relating to the setting up of interim 
Board of Directors, Executive Committee, Membership Development Council and Constitution Committee. He said that, in all, 
Board of Directors and the Executive Committee held 19 meetings for the period ended 31 March 2010, almost all of them via tele-
conference. He also described in general the appointments of the Director of Public Relations, Political Coordinator and the Project 
Coordinator for Settlement of Refugees and Migrants.  
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ATCõs First Annual General meeting ðcont 

The Treasurer, Prof. Thas Nirmalathas, presented the financial report..  In his speech he highlighted that ATC invested  in Public 
Relations and Awareness Raising activities, to position ATC, to enhance its public visibility as the voice for the Australian Tamil 
Community and to advance its clear and consistent messages to politicians, media and wider community. More than 50% of the 
cost was contributed by members through a special fund created specifically specifically for these projects.   Prof. Nirmalathas said 
that the Australian Tamil Community should renew its commitment to the Tamil Cause and extend their full-hearted support to the 
ATC for it to play a critical role in making a difference to our people back home. He added that for ATC to remain a powerful and 
viable organisation, all Tamils in Australia should join ATC helping to achieve a membership base of at least 5000 across all over 
Australia. 

The Treasurerõs speech was followed by a presentation by the Director of Public Relations, Dr Sam Pari. She described in detail 
how the PR Team set about ending the debilitating image of the Tamil Diaspora. A concerted effort of political lobbying and com-
munity awareness was required to advocate the release of the 300,000 Tamil civilians locked up by the Sri Lanka military behind 
barbed wire fences, and the ATC needed to engage the services of PR professionals to train our PR Team to achieve these objec-
tives. A healthy relationship with representatives of all sides of politics had become difficult with the demonising of the recent boat 
people for political gains. Dr Pari said that highlighting the needs of genuine asylum seekers fleeing persecution and injustice 
unleashed by the Sri Lankan regime will continue, as the only way to stop the asylum seekers leaving Sri Lanka is to address the root 
causes of the ethnic conflict, and Australia can play a genuinely positive role on this matter. She went on to list some of the achieve-
ments of the PR Team, the need for greater communication with our members and the importance of increasing the membership 
number in order to achieve the ATCõs goals sooner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Political Affairs Group Report was then presented by Dr. K. Mukunthan.  He elaborated the specific objectives of the 
group which included: 

* Setting the political direction - reflecting the aspirations of Tamils living in Australia and Sri Lanka 

* Strategic positioning and effective collaboration with other like-minded Tamil organisations functioning in Australia 
and overseas 

* Conducting lobbying with senior government ministers, officials, Parliamentarians, and special interest groups, and 

* Building partnership with political and human rights groups in Australia and overseas, and work cooperatively in 
forums and other tasks of common interest. 

The ATC caucus meeting held in Melbourne in December 2009 led to the development of a ôBlueprint for a Peaceful Sri Lankaõ, 
which was launched at the Australian Parliament House in Canberra in June this year. The blueprint contains the short, medium 
and long term political objectives and strategies for ATC, which includes ôEconomic empowerment of Eelam Tamilsõ, ôBuilding 
political capacity of Eelam Tamilsõ and ôArchitecting a political solution and lobbyingõ. A copy of the blueprint was handed to the 
participants. Dr. Mukunthan highlighted the various actions taken by the group so far, working cohesively and objectively, including 
maintaining collaboration with other prominent Australians, academics, lawyers, human rights/trade union/refugee activists and 
church leaders across all states. 

  



P a g e  5  M ur a su  V o lum e  2 ,  I ssue  7  

The ôQuestion and Answerõ session followed and Mr Antony Gratian, the ATC Victorian Media Officer, acted as a moderator for 
this session. The questions varied from resettlement of Tamils who fled their homes in Vanni and are prevented from getting back to 
their lands by the government, to boycotting Sri Lanka, financial accounts, Christmas Island and refugees, and how best the ATC 
membership number can be improved. All questions were answered by the appropriate office bearers to the best of their knowledge. 
There was general consensus among the participants that although a great deal of work has been done, a lot more needs to be done 
to achieve the ultimate objectives of the ATC.   

The Returning Officer, Dr. Easwaran Kanapathipillai drew the attention of members to the list of suggested amendments to the con-
stitution which were sent with Annual Report. As there were no objections to the proposed amendments, the Returning Officer de-
clared that the amendments were accepted unanimously.    

The election of Chairman and Vice Chairman then followed. The Returning Officer read out the joint ticket nominations received at 
the close of nomination on 16th of June 2010. As there was only one nomination for each position, the Returning Officer declared 
that Raj Rajewaran and Paul Rajeswaran were elected as Chairman and Vice Chairman, respectively, unanimously. 

Dr. Kanapathipillai congratulated the duo and thanked all the executive officers and others for their dedication in making the ATC 
for what it is today.   

The re-elected Chairman thanked everyone for making the first national AGM of the Australian Tamil Congress a great success.  

In the concluding speech, the Victorian Chapter Chairman Mr S Pathmalinkam thanked everyone present and the speakers in particu-
lar, who made such an elaborate presentation of the ATC activities over the last 10 months. He explained to the audience about the 
current politico-military situation in the northeast of Sri Lanka and our responsibility to our brothers and sisters who are languishing 
desperately in their home land. He made a passionate appeal to the audience who are not yet members of the ATC, to participate and 
support in all its activities, and motivate ATC to achieve its objectives.  

Mr Jude Prakash acted as the master of ceremonies, and the entire event was broadcast live on the ôInpath Thamil Oliõ radio to listen-
ers through out Australia and New Zealand.  

 

Good Morning All 

 

 I had the privilege of attending the Annual Gen-
eral  Meeting Yesterday at Melbourne. 

 I have no doubt the entire team of ATC working 
very very hard for our Tamil Community. 

The Meeting was very satisfied. The principles 
and the motives of ATC was clearly explained by 
the President and by others. 

 Thanks for regularly sending the updated infor-
mation's (ATC Web Site), News Letters, etc all 
the time. 

 I like to express  my sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to all of you . 

 I am proud of being a member with Australian 
Tamil Congress. 

Best wishes and Congratulations for all of you on 
your every success. 

 

A MEMBER  

 

Message from a member in Victoria 

Dear ATC Office holders, 

 I received your Annual Report few days ago and wanted to give 
you some feedback. Firstly I want to give you my warmest con-
gratulations for achieving this milestone.  

I would also like to comment on how well designed and profes-
sional the annual report looks. I felt immensely proud of being 
a part of ATC when I opened the envelope. I read through the 
annual report in amazement of what ATC has achieved in less 
than a year.  

It was very encouraging to see letters from various Australian 
politicians, this shows the amount of work you have done in 
networking and campaigning to promote our cause.  As a com-
munity ATC has helped us demonstrate to the Australian public 
and politicians, we have come very far from the Tamils who sat 
down George St Sydney and blocked the road in their despera-
tion!! 

I would like to THANK all of you for dedicating numerous 
hours of your personal time, money and intellect in making 
ATC a success. Wish youõll all the very best for the future 

  

Appreciation from a NSW member 
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Queensland Chapter Report 

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 

addresses the Queensland 

Media Club (June 4th) 

The Queensland Media 

Club, representing the 

Queensland Parliamentary 

Media Gallery and the Me-

dia Entertainment and Arts 

Alliance, invited us to join 

The Hon Kevin Rudd MP, 

Prime Minister of Australia, 

at a luncheon on Friday 4 

June 2010 at the Sofitel 

Brisbane. 

Queensland Director and 

the Interim Chapter Presi-

dent represented ATC at 

the session. ATC delivered 

a letter to the PM via his 

staff. 

Dinner with Hon Greg 
Combet AM MP, Minister 
Assisting the Minister for 
Climate Change and En-
ergy Efficiency; Minister 
for Defence Materiel and 
Science and former Secre-
tary of the ACTU (8th of 
July) 
 
7 ATC members partici-
pated in the Federal Labor 
member for Moreton Gra-
ham Perrett MPõs election 

campaign where the special guest 
was Hon Greg Combet. ATC 
members had a brief discussion 
with the Minister about Tamil 
issues and handed-in a letter 
which he said will give to the For-
eign Minister. A Special òthank 
youó to Peter Evans, one of ATC 
QLD Chapter advocacy group 
member for his contribution to 
the discussions at the function. 
 
L U NC HT IME  P RO TE ST 
AGAINST "EAST TIMOR SO-
LUTION" (July 9th)  
 
ATC participated with other refu-
gee advocacy groups at the event 
organised by the Refuge Action 
Collective (Qld) to condemn Aus-
tralian Governments new direc-
tion for processing asylum seekers 
that was held outside the Depart-
ment of Immigration & Citizen-
ship office in the city. 
 
Speakers included: Andrew Bart-
lett, Greens candidate for the Fed-
eral seat of Brisbane and Fr Pan 
Jordan. 
 
Evening with Hon Senator John 
Faulkner, Minister for Defence 
and former National President of 
the ALP (12th of July) 
 

The ATC QLD Director at-
tended an evening with Sena-
tor John Faulkner at the invi-
tation of Federal member for 
Brisbane Hon Arch Bevis.  
 
He requested the Senator to 

distinguish immigration and 

asylum seeker issues sepa-

rately, and to have a humane 

approach to the refugee issue 

after the election given the 

current sensitivity. Senator 

supported Qld Directorõs view 

and stated that both Govern-

ment and the opposition are 

putting both issues together 

and are confusing the wider 

community. This has stirred 

some racial elements within 

the wider community. 

Minister in his speech said that 

only a Labor government can 

ensure a fair hearing to all in 

the community including the 

marginalised and the affected 

people, be in Australia or 

overseas. 

World Refugee Week(WRW) 

 òCandlelight Walk and Lan-
tern Parade ð Freedom from 
fearó in South Bank, Brisbane 
was hosted as part of Word 

Refugee Week and several 
l which was attended by 
0ver 1500 people and 
several  ATC representa-
tives attended the event.  
ATC representatives in 
Queensland had the op-
portunity to meet where 
Hon Laurie Ferguson MP 
(Parliamentary Secretary, 
Multicultural Affairs).Mr 
Ferguson was impressed 
by the  launch of the blue-
print of ATC  in the Fed-
eral  Parliament in Can-
berra and commented it 
was a good step in the 
right direction.  
QLD ATC participated in 

the WRW event at Bris-

bane Square on 20 June 

2010, where more than 10 

human rights advocacy 

groups participated in-

cluding Australian Greens 

party. The event was or-

ganised by the World 

Refugee Day organising 

committee. ATC Queen-

sland was one of the or-

ganising members in the 

committee and some of 

the recent Tamil arrivals 

too participated on this 

occasion. 

South Australian Chapter Report 
South Australian Chapter is reporting after two months break, because a deci-
sion was made at the Chapter level reporting be done when substantiative 
information is available. The reporting covers the two months period of May 
and June 2010. 

 

For the Remembrance week 15 to 22 May 2010 was jointly organized with 
Ceylon Tamil Association of SA, at the joint meeting a decision was decided 
to organize three events: tree planting, Candle light vigil and the Remem-
brance Day on 22 May, like in most of the other chapters. These events were 
organized to get different sections of the community to get involved in 
events of their choices.  Tree planting community project was organized as a 
method of remembering those who died and at the same time as a commu-
nity service. Trees were planted in the Auldana nature reserve in the Burnside 
Council area of South Australia.  The candle light vigil was to be held on 18 
May, to remember the dead on the day the war came to an end, unfortunately 
because of the unique situation in Adelaide where city businesses are closed 
in the night during the middle of the week, the vigil was organized on Friday 
21 May 2010. 

Group Participation in Tree Planting 15 May 
2010 


