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This month marks the first 
anniversary of the end of Sri 
Lanka's long running and 
seemingly intractable civil war. 
On May 19, President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa an-
nounced victory for the gov-
ernment over the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam and 
the death of its elusive leader 
Velupillai Prabhakaran. Such a 
juncture after decades of per-
sistent violence was heralded 
as the dawn of a new era that 
offered the war-ravaged island 
a chance at peace. 

Yet one year on, Amnesty 
International reports that 
more than 80,000 Tamil civil-
ians remain detained in mili-
tary-run internment camps. 
Another 11,000 suspected 
LTTE combatants including 
more than 500 children, are 
held by the state in Orwellian-
titled rehabilitation centres. 
For Tamils outside the camps 
the post-war landscape is not 
much better. 

While open war may have 
ended, the physical insecurity 
remains, with a 2010 US State 
Department Report revealing 
that the overwhelming victims 
of human rights violations in 
Sri Lanka — such as extraju-
dicial killings and disappear-
ances — are young male 
Tamils. The militarisation of 
society has continued with an 
extended state of emergency 

and expanded army canton-
ments throughout the coun-
try's north and east. 

This virtual garrisoning has 
been accompanied by a 
wholesale program of coloni-
sation with Sinhala settle-
ments and Buddhist shrines 
sprouting across territory rec-
ognised as traditional Tamil 
homelands. It is in this con-
text that the stream of Tamil 
asylum seekers to Australia 
continues, marking Sri Lanka 
as an epicentre of instability in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

But this was not meant to 
happen. In the conventional 
understanding of many poli-
cymakers, Sri Lanka should 
now be on a path to peace 
defined by reconstruction, 
development and reconcilia-
tion. Such an understanding, 
however, equates the civil 
conflict in Sri Lanka to the 
mere clash of arms. Rather 
the roots of the conflict are in 
the ethnocentric nation-
building project at work since 
the country's independence 
from Britain in 1948. In this 
project Sri Lanka was and is 
seen as the preserve of Sinhala 
hegemony where Tamils and 
other minorities have a subor-
dinate existence. Hence the 
apparatus of the state has long 
been a tool of systematic vio-
lence against Tamils. 

This violence does not just 
mean pogroms, disappear-
ances and extra-judicial kill-

ings though these have cer-
tainly been a hallmark of the 
state. It also means more 
structural practices aimed at 
limiting the collective and 
individual rights of Tamils. 
These include colonisation of 
Tamil regions, marginalisation 
of the Tamil language, and 
efforts to limit socio-
economic possibilities for 
Tamils such as discrimination 
in employment, education and 
development funds. Moreover 
Sri Lanka's electoral democ-
racy serves to reinforce this 
situation. Sinhala-dominated 
parties have engaged in elec-
toral outbidding as to who 
can best represent Sinhala 
interests, usually at the ex-
pense of Tamils. Indeed the 
2010 parliamentary election 
result saw victory to the in-
cumbent coalition on a na-
tionalist platform that rejected 
any form of power-sharing 
with Tamils. 

One year on, greater clarity 
has emerged about the war's 
true cost in terms of human 
suffering. A report critical of 
both the government and 
LTTE, released on Monday 
by the International Crisis 
Group (ICG), says tens of 
thousands of Tamils were 
killed in the war's last throes 
with government forces shell-
ing designated safe zones with 
apparent impunity. The report 
— based on witness testi-
mony, satellite images and 
other documentary evidence 

Sri Lanka's bitter peace one year on  

— claims that in the final 
months the Sri Lankan armed 
forces intentionally and re-
peatedly shelled civilians, hos-
pitals and humanitarian opera-
tions with the full knowledge 
of senior government and 
military officials. 

The intentional mass slaugh-
ter of an estimated 40,000 
Tamil civilians is not an aber-
ration by this particular gov-
ernment, but the logical cul-
mination of ethnocentric poli-
tics pursued by the state for 
decades. As Australian barris-
ter Julian Burnside, QC, has 
put it, Tamils are fleeing 
genocide. 

Yet as the boat arrivals indi-
cate, the international com-
munity, including Australia, 
has a strategic interest in the 
restoration of Sri Lanka to 
norms of liberal governance, a 
proposition quite distinct 
from merely ending war. This 
resolution, as Chris Patten, 
former European commis-
sioner for external relations, 
and now co-chairman of the 
International Crisis Group has 
argued, "international lever-
age, correctly applied" por-
tends to be the best chance at 
political transformation. 
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Politics in Lanka is a dirty game 
Sans sense of honesty, honour or 
shame. 
On election-campaigns that squander 
millions, 
When in power, make illicit billions. 
 
Full of corruption, nepotism, crime, 
They leave no footprints in the sands 
of time, 
Self-seeking, self-serving, power-drunk 
quacks, 
Cover up their crab-like, crooked 
tracks. 
  
Parliament's pack of jokers, jerks, 
Abuse their power for self and perks, 
Goons and buffoons, men of straw, 
Brazenly bend and break the law. 
  
They promise us the sun and the moon. 
Pledges broken or forgotten soon, 
Barefaced, through their teeth they lie, 
On hollow words can we rely? 
  
They flagrantly flout every rule in the 
book, 
To come into power by hook or by 
crook, 
From one party to another they jump, 
Kiss President's feet and lick his rump. 
  
In sumptuous luxury they wine and 
dine, 
Make ample hay while sun doth shine. 
Of life's best things they have their fill, 
The taxpayers have to foot the bill. 
  
They trot the globe and have a ball, 
In five-star hotel, shopping mall, 
Lavishly splurge like duke or count, 
On bankrupt Lanka's state account. 
  
Their life is sweet, a bed of roses, 
Gobbling Lanka's scarce resources, 
Our so-called rulers, leading lights, 
Are a bunch of social parasites. 
 Their hands are soiled, palms well 
greased, 
Our people, rich and poor are fleeced, 
Most of them to the core are rotten, 

They flaunt and flash their wealth ill-
gotten. 
 How could these robbers ever dare 
Their numerous assets to declare? 
An auditor's test they will not pass, 
Many would end up behind bars. 
  
Crime and corruption they cannot battle, 
In their own cupboards many skeletons 
rattle. 
A sincere statesman I fail to see 
Among Sri Lanka's powers-that-be. 
  
Idolized heroes of yesterday, 
Made traitors, villains of today.. 
Free-media muzzled, my country's bane. 
Journalists, editors attacked and slain. 
  
Many politicians are vermin, pests, 
Who earn fast-bucks and feather their 
nests, 
They leave no footprints in the sands of 
time, 
But craftily cover up their tracks of crime. 
  
Fr Derrick Mendis SJ 
Colombo 4. 

Footprints In The Sands 

Young Tamil boys stands behind a barbed-wire fence in 

the Menikfarm refugee camp in Sri Lanka April 29, 

2009. [Photo Courtesy of Reuters]  

Sri Lanka’s bitter peace 

one year on...cont 

One such mechanism would 
be an independent investiga-
tion into war crimes commit-
ted by all parties in the final 
stages of the war. Sri Lanka's 
recently announced internal 
commission has been dis-
missed by Human Rights 
Watch and other bodies as a 
deliberate sham. Since Sri 
Lanka is not a member state 
of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC), an ICC investi-
gation requires the referral of 
the UN Security Council, a 
doubtful outcome in the short 
term. Thus a UN-mandated 
inquiry remains the priority, 
and countries such as Austra-
lia should vigorously pursue 
investigations. 

 

Open acknowledgment that 
the Sri Lankan state presently 
constituted is incompatible 
with the human and collective 
rights of all its citizens is the 
first stage of necessary politi-
cal reform. In this way a war 
crimes investigation portends 
not just to promote justice for 
the 40,000 victims of Sri 
Lanka's mass slaughter but act 
as a bulwark for global human 
rights in the 21st century. 

Sam Thampapillai is a re-
searcher at the Sydney Cen-
tre for International Law at 
the University of Sydney. 
The views expressed are 
his own. 
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Mulligan 

by Roy Ratnavel 

 

In May of last year, during the 
final stages of a brutal ethnic 
civil war between the Tamils 
and the Sri Lankan govern-
ment, May 19, 2009, stands as 
a day of infamy — ‗May mas-
sacre‘ if you will — of Sri 
Lanka‘s Tamils. The day 
marks the Sri Lankan govern-
ment‘s orchestrated mass kill-
ing of countless members of 
country‘s Tamils — combat-
ants and non-combatants 
alike, and the possible end of 
Tamils‘ armed uprising, while 
resurrecting many false proph-
ets among Tamil Diaspora — 
in the absence of a ‗true‘ lead-
ership, or lack thereof. 

In the outset I am compelled 
to slap a warning label on this 
article by stating that the fol-
lowing comments are lengthy, 
meant to be candid and com-
bined with harsh language 
which can be disheartening, 
and should not be taken per-
sonally or be use to unneces-
sarily magnify the community 
split. Incidentally I do not 
profess to know or have all 
the answers that we should be 
seeking; but I hope these com-
ments will provoke and pro-
vide a forum for healthy dis-
cussion and reflection.  

The title of this piece 
―mulligan‖ refers to golf. I 
have never been particularly 
good at golf. During my twen-
ties in Toronto, I learned and 
played, where lack of ability to 
pay green‘s fees ended my golf-
ing days. By the time I had the 
resources to play again, busi-
ness and family responsibilities 
intruded. However, since I am 
horrible at it, I am very familiar 
with the term ―mulligan.‖ In 
golf ―mulligan‖ refers to a sec-
ond shot you can take without 
penalty. Like a second chance 
to correct a mistake; a do-over. 
I believe Diaspora Tamil com-
munity needs to take a collec-
tive ―mulligan‖ when it comes 
to the way we have conducted 
our affairs since the day of 
infamy. It is a sobering fact. 

The purpose of this piece is to 
challenge us to think differ-
ently and not to commit the 
same old sins. In addition I 
want to respond to arrogant, 
hawkish and self-righteous 
note I have been hearing lately 
in some Diaspora quarters 
from the safety of their camp. 
It seems that with the Eelam 
cause at odds; herd of manipu-
lators have quickly moved on 
to the next quagmire as a self-
fulfilling prophecy to legitimize 
their hold over the Tamil com-
munity. By espousing such 
view I might be accused of 

spitting into the wind, but has-
n‘t our society sunk to its low-
est point after a terrible war — 
in which our people were 
slaughtered like animals — 
now being overshadowed by 
such state of profound selfish-
ness and propagation of igno-
rance.  

As much as I don‘t like to ad-
mit, however, it is becoming 
harder to be non-critical about 
fellow Diaspora Tamils. A 
race, like empires, has its dif-
ferent stages — infancy, 
strength and decay. In the af-
termath of the civil war that 
has been fought in Sri Lanka 
— the apogee of Tamil free-
dom struggle, I can‘t help but 
wonder if maybe Tamils here 
are slowly turning ignorant and 
heading towards a stage of 
decay. Karl Marx observed that 
history plays itself out first as 
tragedy, then as farce. But only 
Groucho could have antici-
pated among Tamil Diaspora, 
where tragedy and farce are 
often found playing alongside 
each other, within the bounds 
of the same political multiplex 
where almost Soviet-like dis-
connect between reality and 
party line is so routinely ac-
cepted. 

This is not an ordinary crisis. I 
have never, in my lifetime, seen 
a Tamil community problem of 

this sort. It has the makings of 
something much more serious 
than an ordinary political crisis, 
where you go down for a while 
and then you bounce up. An 
ordinary political issue does 
not bring into question the 
stability, the solidarity and the 
solidity of the whole society 
and reducing it to a cesspool.  

Why is it that this is so much 
more profound a crisis? 

This phenomenon can be 
traced back at least five or six 
years — during pre-war era. 
We had, at that time, a struc-
ture, an identifiable strong 
leadership; and Sri Lanka‘s 
proclivity to be consumed by 
arrogance was in full force. 
Our unity was about high as 
it‘s ever been, relative to our 
past or what our cooperation 
normally is. The system was 
fully engaged and intact. It was 
a period of enthusiasm and 
optimism. However in post-
war era you have the opposite, 
where the grotesque self-
deception of residual paranoid 
elements by inventing and 
spreading cheap lies, putting 
the blame upon everyone — 
while hoping every Tamil will 
be glad of those conscience-
soothing falsities, while refus-
ing to examine any refutations 
of them. As a result, the com-
munity‘s concerns are generally 
ignored like traffic signs.  

This was, and is easy, since raw 
emotions are so easily available 
that there is, in effect, an enor-
mous incentive to take advan-
tage without worrying about 
the eventual consequences. 
This has turned the community 
into a cyclonic perpetual emo-
tion machine. These charlatans 
have taken reasonable con-
cerns about Tamil cause and 
the issues surrounding it and 
turned it into a full-fledged 
panic attack about the next 
coming of cosmic cataclysm. It 
is a very convenient, but un-
sustainable situation. 
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You might ask how it man-
aged to go on as long as it did. 
I have my own take on this. 
There were few things that 
were particularly contributory 
and very simple: we are crisis 
driven and we make our deci-
sions based on emotions, not 
logic. The manipulators have 
embraced certain beliefs for 
personal reasons, and then 
justified it to appease the 
‗emotional community in cri-
sis‘ for political reasons. 

No one wakes up thinking, 
―I‘m going to make bad deci-
sions today.‖ Yet we all make 
them — even people who are 
objectively intelligent. Our 
minds naturally take us in a 
wrong direction when we face 
certain types of crisis, because 
being told how to think is 
easier than figuring it out for 
ourselves. This explains why 
such issues ‗flummox‘ us. 
Remember, if we fall for eve-
rything, we will stand for 
nothing. 

This has created terrible con-
fusion and a rift, first in the 
community in the broader 
sense, and then among the 
individual organizations. It 
will all be fine for a while, but 
at some point people will be-
gin to get nervous and push 
back. The whole process will 
stop when people realize 
these self-proclaimed saviours 
of the cause cannot be 
trusted. Skepticism of this 
world-doubting kind had been 
a key thought of philosophers 

since Descartes, but such self-
ish actions had turned that 
into a rule. This will eventu-
ally carry us over the brink.  

Trust will always be a magical 
commodity that is difficult to 
earn and easy to lose, and a 
healthy skepticism will always 
be needed to help you avoid 
getting conned, because man-
kind is always prone to de-
ceive others. There is so much 
opaqueness, so many compli-
cations and misunderstand-
ings involved in this very 
complex issue by few people 
in Diaspora who were stub-
bornly misinformed, and in 
my opinion did not know 
geopolitics. They knew Tamil 
history. They thought world 
obeys Tamil cause. They have 
found out differently now that 
we have paid a high prize for 
such rosy consensus.  

This is not an ordinary prob-
lem. It is much more difficult 
to get out of, and it has 
shaken the very foundation of 
our freedom struggle. The 
system is currently broken. So 
I‘d like to consider what we 
should be aiming for to get 
out of the mess. That, in turn, 
might help instruct the kind 
of action we should be taking 
in the interim to get out of it.  

Success leaves clues; to that 
end we should learn from 
Jewish organizations and Kos-
ovo‘s liberation struggle and 
clone the ideas. The inde-
pendence of Kosovo few 

years ago is, an injustice re-
dressed and a victory for the 
Kosovars and the free world. 
Our ‗freedom struggle‘ is not 
what we think it is, rather 
what the world thinks it is. To 
be successful, it does not re-
quire people with strato-
spheric IQ, unusual political 
insight, or degree from pres-
tigious institutions. What‘s 
needed is a sound framework 
for efficient executions of 
pragmatic ideas and the ability 
to keep the emotional tenden-
cies from corroding that 
framework. Spray and pray 
tactics are almost always 
doomed to fail. 
In the future, we are going to 
need a system, which will not 
be so prone to crisis and cer-
tainly will not be prone to the 
severity of a crisis of this sort. 
With a community of this 
nature there will always be 
crises, but we should be able 
to avoid a catastrophe that 
undermines the whole com-
munity. The post-war system 
of the future should be differ-
ent from the pre-war system 
that has developed in the last 
20 years. 

What do I mean by different?  

I think a primary characteris-
tic of the system ought to be 
flexible, realistic, adaptable 
and more importantly prag-
matic. For example, as it re-
lates to Tamil National Alli-
ance (TNA) we have no busi-
ness telling them how to act 
or what actions to follow. 
Right or wrong if the majority 
embraces TNA‘s actions and 
policies then it will be em-
braced by the Tamil people, 
and to represent them. Only 
Tamils who live there have 
the right to decide on this. No 
one that lives here, far away 
from the conflict, combined 
with daily dosage of brain-
occupying comfy thoughts 
with lack of reality has the 
right to decide for them.   

On my recent visit to Toronto 
I stumbled upon a meeting 

Mulligan (Continued) 

organized by a charlatan who 
craves constant assurance and 
limelight. It had all the mark-
ings of a cult like atmosphere 
draped with usual boringly 
predictable, childish utter-
ances, which many of us have 
become accustomed to via 
Tamil radio airwaves. It was 
so repetitive that few smart 
ones in the audience knew 
what the next cliché line was 
going to be. Witnessing such 
waxing of eloquence, I found 
it had far more to say about 
human psychology — in par-
ticular, the alpha-male mind-
set — than it did about free-
dom struggle or Tamil cause. 
A lady asked a poignant ques-
tion, and proposed an oppos-
ing view but the speaker 
drowned her out. It seems 
there was no room for dis-
sent.   

One of the saddest events I 
knew about is this — a meet-
ing consisted of young univer-
sity students and particularly 
brilliant ones at that. The 
speaker apparently had no 
regard for these youngsters. 
He used violently worded 
expressions of discontent and 
questioned their dedication 
and commitment to the free-
dom cause, so much so that, 
finally, his assertions became 
consistent of a delusional 
mind. To the youngsters it 
was clear his world begins to 
seem a realm of illusion. It is 
okay for somebody to go out 
and gamble their future. But 
don‘t gamble with Tamil‘s 
future. That‘s an important 
distinction. 

Young Tamil men and 
women have some unique 
challenges to overcome espe-
cially when the public dia-
logue has been often based 
around war in Sri Lanka and 
frequently inspired by hatred 
on both sides. Instead of mis-
leading young people with 
shockingly unqualified and 
unnecessary statements, I 
hope so-called leaders in the 
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community will make the 
young Tamils at large believe 
that they can indeed partici-
pate in the marketplace of 
ideas while, highlighting the 
roles and responsibilities as 
young Tamils by reinforcing 
that we lose the ‗cause‘ when 
we change the principles of 
our behaviour. Otherwise we 
will be soon rollerblading 
towards chaos with no elbow 
pads and helmet. 

I once witnessed an articulate 
young lady who was con-
fronted to speak in Tamil, that 
if she was a ―true‖ Tamil. I 
believe each of us should as-
pire to be ―Tamil at heart‖ 
than just a mere ―Tamil in 
name or language.‖ I do not 
see the connection between 
the ability to speak and the 
sincerity to care for our peo-
ple. Our society has a monu-
mental problem when we are 
more concerned about some-
one‘s ability to speak the lan-
guage over his or her actions. 
Let‘s focus on that, because 
the rest is trivial. Many Jews 
can‘t speak Hebrew yet they 
feel ―Jewish‖ at heart and 
support their cause and de-
fend it passionately. I fear I 
might be alone in this — sane, 
but alone.  

A month or so ago, someone 
I know had seen something in 
an article I wrote, some dis-
paraging remarks I had made 
about the way we conducted 
ourselves in Canada during 
the final stages of the war. She 
sent it to her son, who nor-
mally didn‘t communicate 
with me very much. He sent 
me an e-mail: ―Please don‘t 
blame it on us! We were just 
following the orders we were 
getting.‖ The only thing I 
could do was send him back 
an e-mail: ―I will not accept 
the Nuremberg excuse.‖ 

It is true that, we as Tamils 
often complain that the world 
takes little notice of us. But, 
Tamils in the last few years 
have judged, or been judged, 

too quickly. In a humble mo-
ment, we have come to realize 
who we are as a race and 
hopefully will gain a broader 
perspective on where we are 
going. An individual in the 
community whom I have 
regard for summed it up well 
for me in a recent email: ―It is 
time to reflect on us rather 
than deflecting on the oppres-
sion by others.‖ 

Trying to solve Sri Lanka‘s 
national question equitably is 
like trying to cut a water bal-
loon in half with the back of a 
comb. Generalizing about the 
differences between Tamils 
and Sinhalese is about as re-
warding as sticking your arm 
into a blender. This issue is 
just too rife with controversy, 
contradictory data, deep-
seated emotion, manufactured 
fears, and political agendas of 
all kinds. There is no denying 
the geopolitical risks that con-
tinue to cloud Tamils. The 
degree of uncertainty and the 
unfair treatment Tamils have 
to deal with now clearly re-
mains higher than normal. 
Yet, through it all, our hope 
for a sustainable, fair solution 
has never diminished, and our 
commitment to legitimate 
quest for freedom of our peo-
ple has never wavered. 

We shouldn‘t be a community 
that mourns while divided, 
rather a community that 
marches in sync with dedica-
tion. We should think and act 
effectively and should be fo-
cused — not be broad by 
chasing after ‗pie in the sky‘ 
ideas.  To that end, going 
forward we ought to have 
some very realistic expecta-
tions. Regardless of varying 
opinions, what binds Tamils 
together is greater than what 
drives us apart, and if enough 
people believe in this idea, 
and act on it, then I reckon 
we might not solve every 
problem, but we can get 
something meaningful done.  

Let‘s not stare into the abyss 

as a community. Rather we 
should help our loved ones in 
Eelam, but not impose our 
views on those who are al-
ready inside the deep chasm. 
Without wishing to be too 
hard on the good intentions 
of those concerned, we 
should look honestly at our-
selves and need to make a self
-assessment. We should not 
fall into the trap of accepting 
an explanation for something 
just because it seems the most 
rational solution. There is in 
fact a less rational, but realistic 
solution that fits the current 
facts much better. The ques-
tion is, are we ready for it? It 
is time that we addressed 
these touchy and sensitive 
issues. Denial will do no one 
any good. This issue belongs 
to the entire Tamil commu-
nity. Freedom incurs respon-
sibility, and we need to make 
sure that the path of freedom 
is not a circular one; otherwise 
the splattered blood of the 
slaughtered will stain our con-
science forever. 

Our actions so far look dis-
connected, disjointed and 
delusional; it is indeed a great 
farce and it is off course. Stay-
ing the course only makes 
sense if we were on the right 
course to being with. The 
issue is not about whether 
Tamil patriotism should be 
adopted, or which patriotic 
candidates should be elected 
as a policy to exert influence, 
but the extent to which policy, 
generally, should be formu-
lated by Diaspora. This ques-
tion is part of a debate far 
greater than any Tamil Dias-
pora elections and politics. 
Ancient Dakota tribal wisdom 
says that when you discover 
you are riding a dead horse, 
the best strategy is to dis-
mount. It is time for us to 
dismount from the ‗old 
guards‘ who have driven the 
community into a ditch. It is 
time for us to overcome this 
‗itch‘ by adhering to the Rus-
sian saying ―net cheloveveka, 

Mulligan (Continued) 

net problemy,‖ which roughly 
means solve the problem by 
getting rid of the problem.  

The world consoles itself by 
talking of common human 
feeling, but as we found out 
that there are times in history 
when there is no such thing 
— as a result, fascism is now 
fashionable in Sri Lanka. For 
Tamils, history is not an ab-
stract subject. Rather, it is a 
living flame from which 
Tamils continue to draw sus-
tenance and strength. In this 
light, the day of infamy — 
May massacre, will never be a 
mere historical footnote for 
Tamils. It centres around the 
ghastly crimes of Sri Lanka, 
set within the context of the 
Tamil nation eviscerated by 
the Sinhalese thugs in uni-
forms. This and many other 
monstrous barbarities against 
Tamil nation still resonate 
within the hearts of most 
Tamils, including my own.  

An era may have ended on 
May 19, 2009. But the signifi-
cance of the freedom struggle 
— and the many thousands 
lives sacrificed for this legiti-
mate cause — will never be 
forgotten. The dead of Eelam 
will never cease to cry out. 
Nor, on their behalf, should 
we cease to do so. If anything 
good is to come from the 
recent chapter in the cursed 
history of Tamils, it will be an 
effervescent celebration of 
the notion that Sri Lanka‘s 
anti-human ideologies will 
never ultimately triumph over 
the indomitable spirit of the 
Tamil people who cherish 
freedom and democracy. 
Tamils should celebrate this 
interminable triumph in the 
midst of last year‘s tragedy. 
The Diaspora has an impor-
tant role in making sure we 
remember this. Our freedom 
struggle desperately needs a 
do-over. Mulligan. 
 
roy_ratnavel@hotmail.com 
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காட்டினிலய லேனனடுத்துக் கடனயல்யாம் ீன் பிடித்து 

வீட்டினிலய பயலரர்த்து லிே லிோய்ச் சாப்பிட்டு 

பாட்டுக்கள் பய பாடிப் பலசாய் லாழ்ந்ேனலங்கள் 

நாட்டுக்கு லந்ேகேி நானனண்ணி அழுலேலன. 

 

காலயிலய பால் கமந்து கண்ணிக்கு ஊட்டிலிட்டுப் 

பாயனலன் பள்ரிக்குப் லபாலேலனப் பார்த்ேிருந்து 

ாலயிலய ேிரும்பில ார்பலணத்து பத்ேிட்டுக் 

காயனல்யாம் கரித்ேிருந்ே கணத்லேனண்ணி அழுலேலன. 

 

பற்மத்து லலம்படிில் பழுநியலில் படுத்ேிருந்து 

னபற்மனலங்கள் பிள்லரயுடன் பிாிாகப் லபசிலன் 

கற்மனேல்யாம் னசால்லிடவும் கரிப்புடலன லகட்டுநாங்கள் 

உற்மசுகம் இறந்து னம் உலடந்து நானும் அழுலேலன. 

 

வீடிறந்து நாடிறந்து லிருப்பான னபாருரிறந்து 

லேடிலலத்ே னசல்லங்கள் லேட்டங்கள் ோிறந்து 

பீடு நலட லபாடுகின்ம பிள்லரகலர நாிறந்து 

ஈடில்யா ஈறத்லே இறந்ேேனால் அழுலேலன. 

 

உப்புக் லகணிிலய நீர் ஊமிலரும் ந்ேி லந்து 

னசப்புமலல லரர்த்துலிட்ட னேன்லனகலரக் காண்லபலனா 

அப்பனுக்கும் அப்பனலன் அன்று நட்ட பலனங்கள் 

ப்பலினிக் காண்லபலனா ன்லமங்கி அழுலேலன. 

 

சம்புனலரி ஜனுக்குச் சந்ேனபஞ் சாத்ேிலலத்து 

கம்புகரில் னகாடிலற்மிக் கச்சிோய் அயங்காித்து 

உம்பருயகா னனலம்பர் உருக்குலயந்து லபானேனால் 

னலம்பி னம் னநாந்து நானும் லலேலனில் அழுலேலன. 

 

ாலேலன் ஆசி க்கனரன்ன ஆனாலா 

ேீலேதும் லந்ேதுலலா ேிரும்பிலர் லருலாலா 

லேனும் ஆகிலிட்டால் ன்னிேம் ோங்கிடுா 

ஈனேல்யாம் ண்ணித்ோன் ங்கி நானும் அழுலேலன. 

 

அழுே கண்ணீர் துலடத்துலிட ஆருில்லய ங்களுக்கு 

னோழுேலகல இலமலா நீ னோட்டுலிட மந்ோலா 

பழுதுபட்டுப் லபானனேல்யாம் பக்குலாய்ச் சாினசய் 

ழும்லிருப்பம் ஆனாலும் இயாது அழுலேலன. 

 

லேமல் 

லிண்ணுயகும் ண்ணுயகும் வீடுலபறுந் ேரு னநற்மிக் 

கண்ணனலன் ஆலணனனக் லகனடுத்துக் கும்பிடுவீர் 

ண்ணம்லபால் லாழ்ந்ேிடவும் இறந்ேனேல்யாம் னபற்மிடவும் 

ேிண்ணனன னிருத்ேல் லேலலனன அமிந்ேிடுவீர் 

 

தரவு வகாச்சகக் கலிப்பா 

Tamil asylum seekers who were onboard the Oceanic Viking 

pictured in an Indonesia detention centre. [Photo Courtesy: 

News Limited Newspapers] 

A mother and children at the immigration detention centre 

in Tanjung Pinang, Indonesia [Photo Courtesy: 

theage.com.au] 
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படிந்ேது நம் லாழ்னலன்று பமிந்து நாங்கள் லபாய்லிட்டால் 

இடிந்லேோன் இருந்ேிட்டால் இறந்ேலே நாம் னபமயாலா 

லிடியும் நம் லாழ்னலன்று வீறு னகாண்லட ழுந்ேிடுவீர் 

அலடந்ேிடயாம் நல் லாழ்வு அமிந்ேிடுவீர் ழுந்ேிடுவீர் 

 

இன்பதுன்பம் லாழ்லினிலய இரு சாய் லந்ேிடுல 

துன்பலே நிலனத்ேிருந்ோல் துர் லபாக்க படிாலே 

னபான்லபாய லாழ்லலப் பூச்சிாிப்புப் பயந்ேருல 

அன்பு நிலம சிந்லேல அமிந்ேிடுவீர் சிாித்ேிடுவீர் 

 

சிாித்ேிடலல னசால்லினங்கள் சிந்ேலனலத் ேட்டி லிட்டீர் 

லிாிந்ேனேங்கள் னலலாட்டம் லியகுனங்கள் துாினில 

புாிந்ே னசல் இனி லலய புது லலகில் னசய்து நாங்கள்  

சிாித்ேிடுலலாம் சீர்னபறுலலாம் சிமப்புடலன லாழ்ந்ேிடுலலாம் 

 

ே. நந்ேிலர்ன் 

சிட்னி 

ஆலணி 2009 

தரவு வகாச்சகக் கலிப்பா (வதாடர்ச்சி) 
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அச்சமில்னல அச்சமில்னல 
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Malathi de Alwis 

The Guadian| Tuesday  04 
May 2010  

It was heartening to hear 
President Mahinda Raja-
pakse identifying reconcilia-
tion and development as the 
priorities of his new govern-
ment. However, it is crucial 
that both processes should 
unfold with the active in-
volvement of Sri Lanka's 
citizenry, rather than being 
imposed from above by an 
omnipotent state. We seem 
to already have plenty of 
intimations of the latter. 

On 19 March 2010, Sri 
Lanka's Daily Mirror carried 
a brief article on its front 
page startlingly headlined, 
"Government to wipe out 
LTTE [Tamil Tiger] land-
marks". The rationale for 
this, according to the secre-
tary to the ministry of tour-
ism, George Michael, was 
that the "LTTE and the vio-
lence which affected the 
public during the war should 
be forgotten". Fortified with 
such logic, the government 
has bulldozed all the LTTE 
cemeteries in the Wanni and 
is now proceeding to demol-
ish the homes of Velupillai 
Prabhakaran and other 
LTTE leaders. A few weeks 
back, the Thileepan memo-
rial near the Nallur temple 
was defaced with the collu-
sion of the Sri Lankan army. 
While the homes of LTTE 
leaders will be replaced with 
hotels and resorts, according 
to the ministry, we have also 
witnessed the erection of 
several state-sponsored 
"victory monuments" to 

commemorate the defeat of 
the LTTE in the north. 

I am dismayed by the gov-
ernment's myopic and mis-
guided understanding of 
memory, and its brutal disre-
gard for the feelings and 
emotions of a people who 
have undergone unimagin-
able and innumerable hor-
rors for the past three dec-
ades. The primary response 
to the war we endured 
should not be bulldozings 
and demolitions and exhor-
tations to forget, but rather 
to ensure that we never 
again descend into that hell-
ish abyss. To do this, we 
need to reflect on the cir-
cumstances that led to this 
war and make sure we do 
not repeat the mistakes 
made in previous decades. 

In this regard, the UPFA 
government's efforts to de-
velop the neglected northern 
and eastern provinces and 
limited use of the Tamil lan-
guage by government offi-
cials are steps in the right 
direction – but much more 
work needs to be done to 
offer parity of status to the 
minorities in this country. 

Bulldozing cemeteries and 
demolishing homes in the 
name of development and 
the promotion of tourism 
will only further alienate the 
Tamil citizenry and stall any 
attempts at reconciliation. 
Such memorials, in particu-
lar, play a crucial role in all 
societies. They function as 
repositories of memory, suf-
fering and grief, and often 
help to translate the un-
thinkable to the thinkable. 

While the LTTE undoubt-
edly appropriated these 
cemeteries and the rituals of 
mourning associated with 
the dead to promote and 
disseminate a violent form 
of Tamil nationalism, we 
must also remember that 
those buried there have fa-
thers and mothers, sisters 
and brothers, wives and hus-
bands, sons and daughters.  

Bulldozing and obliterating 
these cemeteries not only 
deprives the kin of the dead 
a place to commune with 
their lost loved ones, but 
also displays a callous disre-
gard for both the dead and 
the living. It is also a telling 
indictment of us as a nation 
that we do not have any 
memorials to the civilians 
who have died in this war, as 
well as in all the anti-Tamil 
and anti-Muslim riots that 
have taken place in this 
country. 

On 21 February 2010, a 
group of academics at the 
University of Jaffna sent a 
letter to the director general 
of the department of archae-
ology appealing for his inter-
cession in thwarting the fur-
ther destruction of the heri-
tage of Jaffna. They also 
alerted him to a variety of 
historic buildings, including 

temples, schools and 
presses, in Jaffna earmarked 
for demolition under the 
road development author-
ity's current programme of 
road expansion in the north. 

This letter is reflective of 
broader debates carried out 
in Jaffna – in Tamil newspa-
pers such as the Uthayan, 
Thinakkural and Valampuri 
– concerning the need to 
secure the cultural heritage 
of Jaffna in the face of the 
postwar development of the 
north. Personal appeals have 
also been made by the vice-
chancellor at the University 
of Jaffna and a delegation 
from the All Ceylon Hindu 
Congress. Sadly, all appeals 
seem to have fallen on deaf 
ears: no reply has yet come 
from the director general, 
nor any invitation for further 
consultations with the gov-
ernor or project funders. 

The new government's first 
step towards reconciliation 
should be the inclusion of 
Tamil and Muslim citizenry 
of the north in the formula-
tion of a consensual and 
viable development plan for 
this war-torn region. And 
that plan must secure the 
integrity of its cultural and 
emotional heart. 

Sri Lanka must respect memory of  war 

Bulldozing LTTE cemeteries and urging people to forget the war will only further alienate the Tamils 
and stall reconciliation 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/3602101.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/3602101.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberation_Tigers_of_Tamil_Eelam
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=31383
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=31383
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/8652136.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/8652136.stm
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/may/18/sri-lanka-war-tamil-tigers
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/may/18/sri-lanka-war-tamil-tigers
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/may/18/sri-lanka-war-tamil-tigers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_People's_Freedom_Alliance
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/libertycentral/2010/apr/30/sri-lanka-tamils-civil-war
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/libertycentral/2010/apr/30/sri-lanka-tamils-civil-war


Page 12 Murasu Volume 2,  I ssue 5 

Ms LEE RHIANNON 
[5.27 p.m.]: I make reference 
to the one-year anniversary 
marking the end of Sri 
Lanka's civil war, particularly 
with reference to the recent 
decision of the Federal Gov-
ernment to suspend the proc-
essing of asylum seekers from 
Sri Lanka and Afghanistan. 
Given reports coming out of 
Sri Lanka of why Tamil peo-
ple are continuing to flee their 
country and seek asylum, it 
seems essential for us to re-
spond to the needs of the 
Tamil people and not turn our 
backs to their cries. 
 
In May 2009 the Sri Lankan 
government claimed victory 
after 26 years of civil war. It 
has been reported that around 
380,000 were subsequently 
incarcerated in internment 
camps with extremely poor 
sanitation and water facilities. 
Among the reported condi-
tions to date there have been 
allegations of starvation, rape, 
prostitution, torture, disap-
pearances and extra-judicial 
killings. The former UN rep-
resentative in Colombo, Aus-
tralian Gordon Weiss, has 
stated that up to 40,000 Tamil 
civilians were killed from 
January to May 2009. Despite 
repeated promises by the gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka to re-
lease all displaced persons 
from the camps by November 
2009, on 11 March 2010 the 
Internal Displacement Moni-
toring Centre released a report 
indicating 93,000 Tamil civil-
ians remained in these camps. 
A Human Rights Watch re-
port released in January 2010 
states that the Government 
continues to hold more than 
11,000 Tamils thought to be 
former Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam [LTTE] combat-

ants, including over 500 chil-
dren, in so-called rehabilita-
tion centres. 
 
No independent screening or 
monitoring has taken place in 
any of these camps. There are 
also concerning reports from 
Sri Lanka that the members of 
the media, Opposition party 
members and aid workers 
continue to be harassed and 
sometimes killed. Earlier this 
month Reporters Without 
Borders put Sri Lanka and 
Defence Secretary, Gotabya 
Rajapakse, on its list of top 40 
predators of press freedom. 
On top of individual persecu-
tion, there are escalating fears 
of ethnic colonisation 
amongst the predominantly 
Hindu Tamil population. Dur-
ing the civil war numerous 
sites in the north were flat-
tened by bombs dropped by 
Government forces. It is re-
ported that new Buddhist 
shrines and permanent garri-
sons are being constructed on 
these sites. 
 
I have been told that many 
Tamils in Australia have fam-
ily members and friends that 
were killed during the conflict 
in 2009 or who remain in-
terned in detention camps. 
Almost every Tamil in Austra-
lia knows someone that has 
been subjected to beatings, set 
alight, murdered, or has disap-
peared. Their trauma and 
suffering at what has hap-
pened to their family and 
friends is still very fresh and 
painful for the Tamils in Aus-
tralia. They are disheartened 
that the Australian Govern-
ment, particularly compared 
to the United States of Amer-
ica, the United Kingdom and 
the European Union, has 
been relatively silent in con-

demning the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment. In a statement on 17 
March 2010, Stephen Smit 
urged the Government of Sri 
Lanka, which itself has been 
accused of war crimes, to 
conduct and investigate its 
own injustices. In contrast, 
Human Rights Watch and the 
European Union advocated 
for an independent organisa-
tion to conduct the investiga-
tion. 
 
While the United Kingdom, 
the United States, Germany 
and France marked their dis-
content with Sri Lanka by 
abstaining from an Interna-
tional Monetary Fund vote in 
July 2009, Australia, again 
going against the actions of 
the international community, 
voted in favour of the organi-
sation's decision to give 
$US2.6 billion to the country. 
Human Rights Watch criti-
cised the decision that condi-
tions to respect and improve 
the rights of the displaced 
Tamils were not imposed on 
Sri Lanka as part of the loan 
agreement. In November 
Britain abstained from voting 
during the second tranche on 
the basis that human rights 
norms needed to be ad-
dressed. Nearly a month be-
fore the Australian Govern-
ment announced that it would 
be halting the processing of 
asylum seekers from Sri Lanka 
and Afghanistan, the United 
States of America's State De-
partment released a damning 
report detailing the numerous 
human rights violations dur-
ing and after the war. It stated 
unequivocally that Tamils in 
Sri Lanka are still victims to 
extra-judicial killings and dis-
appearances and subject to 
systematic discrimination. 
Most recently, 20 Australian 

trade unions and affiliated 
organisation leaders wrote to 
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
and all members of Parlia-
ment expressing "concern at 
the growing stance of indiffer-
ence towards and demonstra-
tion of asylum seekers from 
both sides of Australian poli-
tics". The letter stated: 

we want to avoid a re-
peat of the politics of 
fear that overcame Aus-
tralia in the period of 
2001 to 2004—a period 
that brought shame 
upon Australia interna-
tionally, and divided the 
nation.  

 
The Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade travel advi-
sory has acknowledged these 
threats, urging Australian citi-
zens to reconsider travel to Sri 
Lanka and Afghanistan due to 
the dangerous security situa-
tion. This is in contrast to the 
Federal Government's claim 
that both countries are safe 
for persecuted Tamil and Af-
ghan refugees to return to. 
Given the continued reports 
emerging from Sri Lanka, it is 
strange that the Federal Gov-
ernment has suspended proc-
essing asylum seekers from 
this country. I would hope 
that the Government had 
solid reasonings behind its 
decision, but none have been 
forthcoming. In the face of 
fearmongering and dog whis-
tling by Labor and the Coali-
tion, the Greens have and will 
continue to campaign strongly 
to support the rights of refu-
gees and asylum seekers. [Time 
expired.] 

Lee Rhiannon's speech in NSW Parliament 13/05/2010 : http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Prod/parlment/

hansart.nsf/V3Key/LC20100513045 
Lee is a Senate candidate in the 2010 federal election.   

Sri Lankan Conflict 

http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Prod/parlment/hansart.nsf/V3Key/LC20100513045
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Prod/parlment/hansart.nsf/V3Key/LC20100513045
http://www.leerhiannon.org.au/
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tpj;jhfpa vk; gps;isfis kwe;Njhk;! 

kbe;j vk; kf;fis kwe;Njhk;! 

nkhj;j <oj;ijAk; kwe;Njhk;! 

,Ug;gthpd; vjpHfhyk; fUjpahtJ 

ehk; xd;Wgl;L epw;fNtz;lhkh? 

MAjg; Nghuhl;lk; Xa;e;J Mz;nlhd;iw vl;b epw;fpwJ. vj;jidNah Jd;gq;fs;, Jauq;fis fle;Jk; 
,Wjp ,yf;if milahky; nksdpj;Jtpl;lJ. ,Nj fhyg; gFjpapy; td;dp kz;zpy; muq;Nfwpa 
nfhiy ntwpahl;lk;, ek; ,dj;jpd; tho;thjhu MzpNtHfisNa mbNahL rha;j;Jtpl;lJ. %d;W 
yl;rk; kf;fspd; capNuhL tpisahbaJ ,e;j cyfk;. kdpj Fyj;jpd; gz;GfSf;Fs; mlq;fhj 
muf;fj ;jdj;ij ,yq;if muRk; , mjd; gilfSk; jkpo ; ,dj;jpd ; Nky; fl ;ltpo ;j ;J 
tpl;lNghJ ,e;j cyfNk iffl;bg; ghHj;Jepd;wJ. xLf;fg;gl;l xU ,dj;jpd; cz;ikahd 
tpLjiyg; Nghuhl;lj;ij gaq;futhjkhf vilNghl;L ,  vg;gbAk; mlf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;w xU 
Nfhzj;jpNyNa rpe;jpj;jJ ,e;j cyfk;. Mz;lhz;L fhykhf xU nfhba murpd; mlf;F Ki-
wahy; my;yYWk; kf;fisg; gw;wp mtHfs; mf;fiwg;glNt ,y;iy. muRf;F muR vd;w MjuTj; 
jsj;jpNyNa mtHfs; epd;wpUe;jhHfs;. 
 
chpikfs; gwpf;fg;gl;l epiyapy;, gy Mz;Lfshf Kd;ndLf;fg;gl;l mfpk;irg; Nghuhl;lq;fs; 

Njhw;Wtpl;l epiyapNyNa MAjg;Nghuhl;lk; Muk;gpf;fg;gl;lJ vd;gJk;,  MAj rkgyj;Jld; Nguk; 

Ngry; %yk; chpikfisg; ngw;Wf; nfhs;s KbAk; vd;w ajhHj;j epiyf;F js;sg;gl;lJk; ,  
mjw;fhd fl;likg;Gfs; jkpoPo tpLjiyg; Gypfshy; cUthf;fg;gl;lJk; tuyhwhfptpl;ld. xU 
ehl;Lf;Fj; Njitahd mj;jid fl;likg;GfisAk; Fwpg;gpl;l fhyk;tiu jk;kplk; itj;jpUe; 
jtHfs; Gypfs;. rptpy; epHthfk;  nghyp]; epHthfk;  ePjpj;Jiw  epjpj;Jiw jiug;gil  flw;gil  
tpkhdg;gil mj;jidAk; nfhz;l xU mur epHthfk; ,Wjpf; fhyk;tiu ,aq;fp te;jij vtUk; 
kwe;Jtpl KbahJ. mg;gbg;gl;l xU jdpj;Jtj;ij vl;LtJ mt;tsT ,yFthd tplak; my;y 
vd;gij ,e;j cyfNk mwpe;jpUe;jJ. 
 

Gypfspd; tsHr;rpia Nkw;FyfKk; ,e;jpahTk; tpUk;gtpy;iy vd;gNj Gypfspd; tPo;r;rpahFk;. jkpo; 

kf;fspd; Nghuhl;l epahaq;fis Ghpe;J nfhz;lhYk; $l Gypfs; Nghd;w xU fl;Lf;Nfhg;ghd , 

mjprf;jp tha;e;j, trjpgilj;j xU ,af;fj;ij Mjhpf;f mtHfs; kl;Lky;y ,e;jpah$l ja-
huhf ,Uf;ftpy;iy. mjdhy;jhd; Mapuf; fzf;fhf kf;fis ,yq;if muR nfhd;nwhopj;j NghJk; 
,Wjp Neuj;jpy; Gypfs; Kw;whfr; rpijtilAk;tiu ,tHfs; ghHj;J epd;whHfs;. kfpe;j murpd; 
myl;rpag; Nghf;ifAk; mjpfhu ntwpiaAk; ,g;NghJ czHe;J nfhz;L NghH Fw;wk; gw;wp XykpLk; 
Nkw ;Fyfk ;  md;W jd ; new ; w pf ; fz ;iz j pwe ;j pUe ;jhy ; , vj ;jidNah capHfisf ; 
fhg;ghw;wpapUf;fyhk;. 
 
nfh^uj;jpd; cr;rk;! 
 
fle;j tUlk; ,Nj fhyg;gFjpapy; jkpoDf;F ele;jijg; Nghd;w nfhLikfs; NtW ve;j 
xU ,dj;Jf;FNk ,e;j Ehw;whz;by; elf;ftpy;iy vd;W nrhyYk; msTf;F muh[fj;jpd; cr;rk; 
,yq;ifapy; muq;NfwpaJ. %d;W yl;rk; kf;fis xU %iyf;Fs; xJq;fitj;J gl;bdp Nghl;L , 

Fz;Lfis tPr p kuzpf ;fTk , ;  cly; mtatq;fis ,of;fTk; , fHg ;g pzp jha;khUk;  , 

rpWFoe;ijfSk; ,   tNahjpgHfSk; cly; rpjwp khz;L NghFk;gbahd nfh^uj;ij ,yq;ifg; 
gilfs; nra;tJ njhpe;Jk; ghHj;J epd;wJ ,e;j cyfk;. Mapuf;fzf;fpy; kz;NzhL kz;zhf 
capNuhL khz;LNghd vkJ kf;fis epidf;ifapy; cs;sk; gjWfpwJ. vd;d ghtk; nra;jhHfs; 
ek;kf;fs;? chpikiaj; jhUq;fs; vd;W Nfl;Lg; Nghuhbajw;fh ,e;j jz;lid. Gypfis ntd;wjhf 
tPuk; NgRfpwJ rpq;fs muR. mJ cz;ik jhd; , kWg;gjw;fpy;iy. Mdhy; jdpj;J epd;wh 
ntd;wPHfs;? gaq;futhjk; vd;w cq;fs; ngha;ahd thHj;ijfis ek;gp cyf ty;yuRfNs cq;fs; 
gpd;dhy; epd;wdNt. xU rpwpa ,af;fj;ij mopg;gjw;F ,j;jid ehLfspd; cjtp cq;fSf;F 

 ehk; xd;Wgl;L epw;fNtz;lhkh? 



Njitg;gl;lNj! NeubahfNt may;ehl;L ,uhZtk; fsj;jpy; epd;wNj. jdpj;J epd;wh ntd;wPHfs;? 
md;dpag; gilfspd; cjtpNahLk;, Ms; nfhs;sp MAjq;fNshLk; Mapuf;fzf;fpy; kf;fis nfhd;W 
Ftpj;Jj;jhNd ,Wjpntw;wpia ePq;fs; ngw;w PHfs; . mjpcr;r mopTfis nra;jhtJ ntw;wp 
ngwNtz;Lk; vd;w mRuj;jdkhd cq;fs; ,dthjr; rpe;jidjhd; cq;fis nty;y itj;jpUf;fpwJ. 
 
td;dpg; ngUepyk; rpWghd;ik epykhfwJ! 
 
vJ vg;gbNah NghH Kbe;Jtpl;lJ! Gypfs; ,yq;ifapy; ,y;iy vd;whfptpl;lJ. mg;gbapUe;Jk; jkpo; 
kf;fSf;F epk;kjp fpilj;Jtpl;ljh? ,d;dKk; typia Rke;J nfhz;LjhNd jkpod; tho;fpwhd;. 
jkpopdk; rpijitf; fz;L gd;dpuz;L khjq;fs; Mfpd;wd. ,t;tsT Jhuk; jkpoDf;F mopitj; je;j 
rpq;fstH kdjpy; rpWJsp ,uf;fkhtJ gpwe;jpUf;fhjh? xU tUl ,ilntspapy; %d;W ehd;F 
NjHjy;fis itj;J kf;fis gphpj;jhs epidj;jNjhL ntspAyfpd; ghHitia jpir jpUg;gr; 
nra;jhHfs;. ,lk;ngaHe;j %d;W yl;rk; kf;fspy; mNdfiu mtutH nrhe;jq;fisNa ek;gp tho 
ntWq;ifNahL mDg;gp itj;jhHfs;. td;dpapy; nfhz;L nrd;W tplg;gl;ltHfs; tho topapd;wp  
epthuzk; $l ,y;yhky; jtpf;fpd;wjhf jfty;fs; ,g;NghJ te;jtz;zk; cs;sd. jkpoH jhafj;jpd; 
xt;nthU CHfspYk; MAjg;gilfis epWj ;jpapUg ;gjd; %yk; me;j kf;fspd; Rje ;jpuk ; 
gwpf;fg;gl;Ls;sJ. flYf;Fg; Nghtjhdhy; $l fiunaq;Fk; fhty;gil. kz;Rke;j Nkdpauha; tho;e;j 
td;dpj; jkpopdk; tpijj;J tho;tjw;F $l topapy;yhky; jtpf;fpwJ. rpije;Jtpl;l tPLfis jpUj;j 
topapy;yhky; kuj;jpd; fPo; thOk; epiy mtHfSf;F. MAjg;gilfspd; ,uTNeu elkhl;lj;jhy; 
ntspNa jiyfhl;l Kbahj epiyapy; ngz;zpdk;. ,JNt td;dpg; ngUepyj;J epyik. jkpo; 
,dj;jpd; milahsj;ijAk; fyhr;rhuj;ijAk; mbNahL mopj;J tpLk; Kidg;NghL td;dp 
epyg;gug;ngq;Fk; Gj;jH rpiyAk; ,uhZt epidTr; rpd;ddq;fSk; cUthf;fg;gl;Ls;sd.  
 
ek; ,dk; vq;Nf NghfpwJ?  

Xuhz;L NghH ntw;wpia Gijf;fg;gl;l jkpo; kf;fspd; Gij Fopapd; Nky; epd;W nfhz;lhlj; 
Jbf;fpwJ ,yq;if muR. ,t;tsTf;Fg; gpd;Dk; ,g;NghJ $l jkpo; kf;fspd; NtjidfisAk; 
,og;Gf;fisAk; nghUl;gLj;jhJ jdJ tf;fpuGj;jpia ntspf;fhl;l epidf;Fk; ,yq;if muR vkf;F 
VjhtJ jPHitj; jUk; vd;W ek;gp ,Uf;f KbAkh? mtHfs; nra;Ak; nfhLikfisAk; nfhiy-
fisAk; kwe;J kwf;fj;jhd; KbAkh? fle;J Nghdit vy;yhk; Kbe;J NghditahfNt ,Uf;fl;Lk; 
vd;W tpl;Ltpl;L ,zq;fpg; Nghf epidj;jhy; $l mtHfs; vq;fis NkYk; NkYk; Jd;GWj;JtjpYk; 
vq;fs; ,dj;ij rpijg;gjpYk; r%f rPuopTfis Vw;gLj;JtjpYk; jhafj;jpd; jkpopd mi-
lahsj;ijAk; jdpj;Jtj;ijAk; mopj;J rpd;dhgpd;dkhf;fp jdpr; rpq;fs ngsj;j ehlhf khw;WtijNa 
Fwpf;Nfhshff; nfhz;L fhhpak; Mw;wptUfpwhHfs;. ,e;jf; nfhLikapypUe;J vg;gb tpLgLNthk;? 
tpLglj;jhd; KbAkh? typik ,y;yhky; Ngha;tpl;NlhNk! mbikg;gl;l ,dkhf rPuopTfs; kype;j 
xU ,dkhf ehk; khwpf; nfhz;bUf;fpNwhNk vd;w Vf;fk; jhd; kpQ;rp ,Uf;fpwJ. fle;j xU 
tUlj;jpNyNa gpsTgl;l ,dkhf khwptpl;Nlhk;. typRke;j kf;fisg; gw;wpa rpe;jidNa mw;wtHfshf 
Nghl;b, nghwhik, fhl;bf; nfhLg;G, nrhj;Jr; rz;il, gjtpg; Nghl;b vd;W rPuope;j tho;Tf;Fs; 
Eioe;J tpl;Nlhk; vd;gNj Ntjidahd tplak;. 
 
rpq;fstdpd; jpl;lkpl;l rjp tiyf;Fs; jkpopdk; tpOe;Jtpl;ljw;fhd mwpFwpfNs jhafj;jpy; 
njhpfpwJ. mtDf;F cle;ijahf ,Ue;J jq;fs; tapiw tsHf;f epidf;Fk; vl;lg;gH $l;lj;jpd; 
flj;jy, ; fg;gk;, nfhiy ,d;W cr;rj;ij vl;b, ,d;W ek; ,dj;ijNa tijj;J tUfpwJ. ,e;e 
epiy cUthtjw;fh Ks;sptha;f; fhypy; ehk; ,j;jid capHfis ,oe;Njhk;. typRke;j ,e;j 
khjj;jpy; capH Jb Jbf;f kbe;jhHfNs ek; kf;fs;! mtHfis epidj;jhtJ vk;ik ehk; khw;wpf; 
nfhs;s Ntz;lhkh? gl;bdpahy; khz;ltHfSk; vwpfizahy; kbe;jtHfSkhf Mapuk; Mapuk; 
cwTfis ,oe;NjhNk mtHfspd; Md;khf;fs; Jbj;J khz;lij ehk; kdjhu epidf;fpd;Nwhkh? 
khz;l khtPuHfspd; fy;yiwfNs ,bf;fg;gLk; NghJ GijAz;l ek; kf;fspd; GijFopfs; 
vq;Nf ,Uf;fg; Nghfpd;wd? mtHfsJ vr;rq;fs; rhl;rpfs; MfptpLk; vd;W gae;Nj Njhz;b 
mopj;jpUg;ghHfs; me;j muf;fHfs;. jq;fs; cwTfis ,oe;J ,d;dKk; Jbj;Jf;nfhz;bUf;Fk; 
vkJ ,dj;jpd; nrhe;jq;fs; fiuNru Kbahky; jtpf;fpd;wdNt!  
 
mtHfspd; vjpHfhyk; fUjpahtJ ehk; xd;Wgl;L epw;fNtz;lhkh?  
 

[ ed;wp – neUly; ] 
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The story of a horse kicking 

down the riders and burying 

them under a trench is old. 

In the new story, the horse 

dances on the same burial 

ground. That is what is going 

to be staged in Colombo 

on July 3rd  to 5th  2010. 

The tyrants who murdered 

thousands of Tamils in the 

Northern Sri Lanka have 

intentionally invited the In-

ternational Indian Film 

Academy (IIFA) awards 

celebrations to Colombo. 

IIFA festival was originally 

scheduled to be held in 

the South Korean capital 

Seoul. Indian  government 

seems to have a hidden 

agenda in shifting the cele-

bration to Colombo. The 

real intention is to wipe out 

the blood from the hands 

of the Sri Lankan govern-

ment and also conceal its 

own sin too.   

The Federation of Indian 

Chamber of Commerce 

(FICCI) also plans to use the 

opportunity to open the 

lucrative gates of the Sri 

Lankan financial market.  

More specifically, the Indian busi-

ness empire aspires to reap the 

revenue from government con-

tracts for so-called 

―reconstruction‖ of the Tamil 

areas. In addition, there seems to 

be a competition for the emerging 

cell phone market. 

In the three day IIFA festival, 

they have planned one day for 

exclusive film shows! The second 

day for making commercial deals 

and the third day for 20-20 

cricket! 

On all three days, they want to 

have titillating entertainment by 

Indian film actrors. What a 

shame! 

IIFA‘s  first  award  ceremony  

started  with  London  in  2000.  

Learning  that  it generates lot  of  

money and fame, developed 

countries like Canada, South 

Korea and Ireland started asking 

for conducting this event in 

their countries. The countries 

expect that tourism industry will 

thrive in their  countries.  

There is some truth in this since 

4 years back, 45 crore (450 mil-

lion) people watched this event on 

television. IIFA is second only to 

the well-known Oscar awards 

ceremony. 

Every country was willing to pay 

Rs. 560 crores (~ 140 million 

US Dollars) to host this event 

For example, till the end of 

2009, Ireland was known to 

be in the lead, but South Ko-

rea overtook Ireland in the 

race. During the Republic 

Day Celebrations in India on 

January 26 this year, the 

Indian side has  officially 

handed over the authority to 

the Guest of Honor, The 

President of the Republic of 

Korea, Lee Myung-Bak. 

Till February 27, 2010, Co-

lombo was not even in the 

list. Then suddenly there was  

a   mention   of  Colombo‘s  

name.  Immediately  Co-

lombo  was  confirmed  and 

Colombo‘s  tourism   minis-

ter  Achala  Jagoda  hailed  

this  decision  as  the  great-

est achievement. 

Amitabh Bachcan was named 

as the Brand Ambassador of 

the IIFA festival in Colombo.  

Actor  Shahrukh Khan  and 

Actress  Aishwarya Rai and  

few  other popular Bolly-

woord film personalities are 

also supposed to join Ami-

tabh on the stage. They are 

supposed to help convince 

the world that ―charm and 

peace‖ prevails in Sri Lanka. 

Just two months back the 

People‘s Tribunal in Dublin  

declared Sri Lankan govern-

ment as a war criminal.  

Let these actors and 

actresses explain the 

world how things 

changed in two 

months. 

We are hearing a news 

that Amitabh has de-

cided to quit from this 

event yielding to the 

requests from the 

Tamils, If it is true, we 

would be happy. Oth-

ers too should quit and 

facilitate moving the 

festival away from Sri 

Lanka. The latest de-

velopment is that Sal-

man Khan is the new 

ambassador of the pro-

grams. 

Even though IIFA has 

been called as interna-

tional, this has been 

predominantly a 

 

Hindi film festival. But 

this time, there has 

been a silent attempt to 

rope in Tamil film art-

ists. Mani Rathnam 

denied the news that 

his new film ‗Ravanan‘ 

will be released in Co-

lombo. 

 

Cont...next page  

Celebration & Entertainment in the Blood-shed 

Killing Fields - 

Tamil Film Industry must stop this! 
 



 

 

There were media reports that Kamal Hassan, Rajini Kanth and A.R. Rehman declined personal invites from IIFA event or-

ganisers in Colombo. Kamal Hassan is also the chairman of FICCI‘s ― Media and Entertainment Business Conclave‖.  It is also 

learnt that Prakash Raj shouted ―Do you need us  (tamil actors) for conducting IIFA in tamil blood soaked Colombo? ‖ while 

declining his invite. We  wish  these media reports are genuine. 

 

This is not enough in itself. Tamil film industry should get into action and prevent any Indian artist from participating in IIFA in 

Colombo. We were not able to prevent the slaughter  of  innocent  Tamil  civilians  by Sri  Lankan  armed  forces  in  Mullivaaikaal. 

Atleast we should prevent these artists from celebrating over our mass graves. This will not only sooth the troubled hearts of 

our Tamil  brethren,  this will also be a chance to warn Colombo and Indians in complicity with this genocidal regime from hurt-

ing Tamils sentiments. 

 

We would not have forgotten the protests carried out by Tamil film industry to stop the war against Tamils in Sri Lanka. Ac-

tors, film employees, television artists went on  fasting  in  tandem.  Notably,  directors  Barathi  Raajaa,  Selva  Mani,  Manivan-

nan, Seeman and Amir did their best to  spread awareness about the war among the general public with fullest cooperation 

from the film  industry. We should not be demoralized over our past failures and come to a false conclusion that everything is 

out of our hands. We can prevent IIFA event from taking place in Colombo. Bollywood cannot downplay the Kollywood‘s plea 

to change the venue of the event. 

 

It  was  India  which  stood  in  forefront  to  isolate  the  racial  South  African government  from  the international community 

to wipe out apartheid from the land. In recent months, many western countries started isolating Sri Lanka economically, as a sign 

of acknowledging the massacre of innocent Tamils by Sri Lakan state. Now it is the same Indian state which does its best to prevent 

Sri Lanka from getting isolated from rest of the world.  This  is  the  best  opportunity for  us  to  make  the  world  realize  the  

shameful misdeeds of India. It will be of no good to miss such an opportunity and cry foul over the missed opportunity at a later 

stage. 

We do not remember even a single Indian sports personality who carried Olympic torch for Beijing 2008 Olympics in India. But 

we, do, remember Baichung Bhutia who refused to lift the flame as a protest against the China‘s atrocities in occupied Tibet. 

Bhutia  could  not  halt  the  Olympics  games  at  Beijing.  But  if  Tamil  film personalities are determined, they can prevent 

IIFA 2010 from taking place in Colombo. 

I request the Tamil film fraternity to join hands with me in this effort! 
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Celebration & Entertainment in the Blood-shed Killing Fields –cont 
 



In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

―Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace‖                            

Mission 

―The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ‖                            

Objective 

―As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through ‗Collective Global Tamil‘ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‘ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ‖ 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 
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