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Freedom of movement is 
certainly a fundamental hu-
man right to be valued even if 
other rights are absent. Our 
respectable friends in the 
Green Party would add that it 
is even a fundamental animal 
right as they advocate that 
wounded birds and animals 
should be treated and released 
to their habitat. 
Although we do not know 
how the Sri Lankan govern-
ment has treated the 300000 
prisoners of war behind the 
barbed wires and although we 
do not know the groundwork 
done by the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment for the release of 
those behind the barbed wires 
with effect from 1st of De-
cember 2009, we wholeheart-
edly welcome it. At least now 
they can run for their life 
probably till they reach a 
check point of the regular 
forces or the hands of a para-
military soldier. 

Of course we have concerns. 
In view of brevity, we just 
quote two sections from the 
Kumar David column in the 
Lakbima (Sri Lankan) weekly 
of 22nd November: 
“For some reason the true 
picture of conditions in the 
IDP camps is not being re-
ported. The conditions are 
not a secret, NGOs and IN-
GOs with access to the camp 
know the truth, and resident 
and visiting medical personnel 
are well aware of the appalling 
conditions. The military, the 
health ministry and officials 
are in the know. However, 
only a few people like Ni-
malka Fernando have had the 
courage to speak out on the 
public platform; the press 
prefers self-censorship, is shit 
scared of the authorities, or 
perhaps plain callous. I have 
had the opportunity to chat 
with NGO people and medi-
cal personnel from time to 
time and have asked “why not 
go public”; they demure for 

honourable reasons. If their 
names are exposed, further 
access will be forbidden, and 
the little good they now do 
will be lost.” 
“Thanks to the presence of 
the WFP, UNICEF, Caritas 
and local NGOs (and no 
thanks to the government) dry 
rations seem to be adequate. 
The presence of WHO,    
FORUT and ICRC is also a 
comfort” 
It is thus clear who kept the 
body and souls of those re-
maining in the camps together 
and the degree of governmen-
tal control on the aid workers 
to the extent that they did not 
want to open their mouth. 
Now the biggest question is 
when the Sri Lankan govern-
ment allows (hope they will 
not change their mind) the 
Freedom of movement of 
those behind the barbed wires 
on the 1st of December, will 
they give the same freedom of 
movement to the aid workers 

Freedom Of  Movement 
to continue the minimal help 
they have been doing in the 
absence of any help from the 
Sri Lankan government. 
The whole world should de-
mand that the aid workers 
should be allowed to help 
these people from behind the 
barbed wires.  The whole 
world should demand that the 
Diaspora Tamils should be 
freely allowed to go and help 
their kith and kin to establish 
normalcy. Independent jour-
nalists should be allowed to 
move freely to report to the 
world about what is happen-
ing without fear or favour. 
The Australian government 
which is very seriously con-
cerned about the handful (in 
relation to the migrant popu-
lation) of refugees should 
support these demands and 
support the self determination 
of Tamils in Sri Lanka so that 
there will not be any refugees 
from the Tamil Homeland. 

A killing in broad daylight 
A young , mentally ill Tamil 
male was murdered merci-
lessly in broad daylight on 
October 29 in Sri Lanka.  Sri 
Lanka Police and Army sol-
diers beat a mentally ill Tamil 
youth and forced him to 
drown in the sea near Bam-
balapitiya. The victim was 26 
year old Balavarnam Sivaku-
mar. He had depression for 
two years and had been 
treated in a mental hospital. 
The victim was allegedly 
throwing stones at vehicles. 
The following is a segment 
from the article titled ‘We, 
The Spectator State’ by Marisa 

de Silva published in Ground-
views website (31 Oct 2009).  
“The more he pleaded, the 
more vicious the attack be-
came. Closer and closer they 
inched to him, thrashing him 
unmercifully each time he 
surfaced. This went on for 
five minutes, until at last the 
deed was done. He resurfaced 
no more. 
The spectators watched on, 
transfixed. 
A friend said to me that 
maybe people didn’t want to 
get “involved” because they 
thought it was some 
“underworld” rift. That’s a 

damning indictment on us, 
our society. This video is 
proof that we’ve reached a 
point where our “fear” over-
rides a sense of humanity. 
I sense a pattern of sorts here. 
The deafening silence on the 
IDP issue for example. Every-
one knows they’re suffering, 
some even care. But, our 
“fear” of a “possible” threat 
to our lives by the “possible” 
re-emergence of terrorism 
justifies our silence. Our inac-
tion. Isn’t it strange to have a 
State half-heartedly respond 
only when threatened by the 
International Community to 
set these people free? Doesn’t 
it seem strange at all that a 

Government must be held to 
ransom to look after its own 
people? Our paralyzing fear of 
dissent and our sheer capacity 
to rationalize the violent fate 
of those who do dare to is 
another facet of our 
‘Spectator State.’ 
If cold-blooded murder can 
take place in the heart of Co-
lombo in broad daylight, in 
front of a crowd, we can only 
wonder what happened on 
bloody battlefields in the 
Vanni, with no one left to tell 
the tale” Mr. Sivakumar’s 
family joins thousands of 
other Tamil families in their 
long wait for justice which is 
never served in many cases.  



Page 2 Murasu Volume 1,  Issue 2 

Nations are historically and 
naturally evolved communi-
ties in the rising period of 
capitalism with common terri-
tory, common language, com-
mon culture and common 
economy/technology and 
Nation State was the culmina-
tion of this evolution. Prior to 
the Nation State it was the 
rule of Nomads, Families, 
extended Families, Tribes and 
the like when (except for the 
nomadic period when free-
dom without ability to survive 
was the order) Slavery, caste 
and the like dominated. 
Though Nation State was a 
rational order based on ex-
ploitation of labour for appro-
priating the surplus produc-
tion (capitalism), and, due to 
uneven distribution of re-
sources, capitalism itself de-
veloped unevenly resulting in 
stronger Nations conquering 
weaker Nations for marketing 
their manufactured goods to 
the weaker ones and robbing 
resources and raw materials 
from weaker ones. This led to 
the Imperialistic countries 
conquering the whole world 
and imperialist wars for redis-
tribution of colonies, thus 
suppressing and oppressing 
Nation Development of the 
weaker Nations. Potential 
Nations such as tribal peoples, 
aborigines and adivasis were 
also suppressed and at times 
eliminated. 
The First World War saw the 
Russian Revolution and the 
Second World War promoted 
the desire for independence 
among colonies but the impe-
rialistic countries gave politi-
cal independence while retain-
ing economic control with 
Colonial borders of countries 
intact without consulting the 
Nations that constituted the 
countries as a means of 
“Divide and rule” in effect 
making the Dominant Na-
tions of countries as new 
“imperial powers” in the post 
second world war era. Thus 
the weaker Nations who do 

not have power and the poten-
tial Nations of tribal people 
constitute the “Nations with-
out State” and are collectively 
called the Fourth World. There 
are 192 Countries in the 
United Nations but the num-
ber of Nations without States 
(Fourth world) is in the region 
of 3000 to 9000 probably al-
lowing for variations in dia-
lects. The book “Nations with-
out States” published by James 
Minahan introduces 210 Na-
tions including Tamil Eelam, 
detailing about 3 pages of in-
formation about each Nation. 
This gives an idea of the Na-
tional Liberation that remains 
to be completed, particularly 
when one considers that even 
most of the Nations with 
States, though politically 
(nominally) independent are 
under economic domination of 
imperialistic powers or global-
ised capital. 
Though capitalism itself has 
developed through the stages 
of imperialism, state capital-
ism, social imperialism and 
globalised capital, National 
Liberation remains suppressed, 
oppressed and incomplete as 
such a state of the fourth 
world is considered to be nec-
essary for the continuing 
growth of globalised capital. 
However some Nations with-
out State were permitted to 
establish their own States and 
were promoted to become 
independent countries depend-
ing on their contributions to 
the powers engaged in the cold 
war or subsequently to the 
advancement of globalised 
capital. Such new countries 
were promoted as they are 
resource rich and hence facili-
tate the development of glob-
alised capital or as they would 
prevent the development of 
new independent power cen-
tres.  East Timor, Kuwait, 
former Yugoslavia are exam-
ples. Nations without State 
developing independently as 
Nation States and countries is 
viewed as a threat to the estab-
lished world order and there-

fore crushed. Palestine, Kur-
distan,  Kashmir, Eelam are 
examples of this situation. 
India viewed LTTE as a pro-
moter of Liberation of hun-
dreds or even a thousand Na-
tions without state inside In-
dia and took a strategic deci-
sion to crush the LTTE in 
2005.  Later on it participated 
in Sri Lanka’s war against 
Tamils as a field trial for its 
own suppression of many 
National Liberation move-
ments in India. 
Man is the highest stage in 
evolution and the three cardi-
nal features that distinguishes 
this development are lan-
guage, technology and collec-
tivism.  Nation State provides 
the framework for the devel-
opment of these cardinal fea-
tures and hence National Lib-
eration is a HISTORICAL 
DESTINY or intermediate 
destination on the critical path 
to the Destination (of Evolu-
tion) which is the ultimate 
expression of collectivism 
where all beings and things 
Merge as One. Exploitation, 
oppression and suppression 
are counter to this trend and 
are against National Libera-
tion or further developments 
towards the Destination such 
as Socialism, Communism, 
Fellowship etc. The move-
ment towards the Destination 
is in the interest of all beings 
and things and therefore it is 
natural that the oppressed 
people resist oppression and 
this phenomenon is inherent 
in all beings and things. In a 
sense, the oppressors can be 
said to be resisting the for-
ward movement to the Desti-
nation thus providing valuable 
lessons to the oppressed in 
their movement to the Desti-
nation. 
In the eternal struggle be-
tween the oppressors and the 
oppressed, the oppressors are 
united in all forms and man-
ners ideologically, politically, 
organizationally and in execu-
tion, but the oppressed find it 

National Liberation - Historical Destiny by Ram Mohan                                               
difficult to unite. The op-
pressed will need to learn how 
the oppressors are united in 
their oppression:  whether it is 
war in Iraq, whether it is war in 
Afghanistan or whether it is 
war against Tamils in Sri 
Lanka, there is always a strong 
coalition of the oppressor re-
gimes which numbered to 20 
governments in the oppression 
of Tamils in Sri Lanka. The 
oppressors are globalised but 
they do everything possible to 
prevent the oppressed getting 
united or the oppressed be-
coming globalised. The op-
pressed needs to know what 
the oppressor wants and do the 
opposite. The oppressed needs 
to be united without falling 
into the trap of individualism 
and egoism advocated or pro-
moted by the oppressors 
among the oppressed and not 
among oppressors.  The op-
pressed needs to promote col-
lectivism and globalism among 
the oppressed and exploit the 
contradictions among the op-
pressors without being trapped 
by the oppressors. Above all 
we must always remember that 
the fight against oppression 
anywhere helps the oppressed 
everywhere. 
The outlook that fight against 
oppression anywhere helps the 
oppressed everywhere enables 
us to accept defeats and fail-
ures at home with grace  in the 
belief that oppression will be 
defeated somewhere and 
spread like a chain reaction. 
India may have defeated the 
LTTE in Sri Lanka and the 
Maoists in Nepal but most 
likely to face defeat in the 
hands of the Maoists in India. 
When Eelam Tamils are fight-
ing for the recognition of their 
right of self determination, they 
are fighting for the right of self 
determination of all the Na-
tions without State and likewise 
any Nation fighting for its self 
determination is also fighting 
for the self determination of all 
Nations including Eelam, 
which is the Historical destiny. 
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The formation of the Na-
tional Political Affairs Group 
was initiated around 3 weeks 
ago, and the group is still 
finding its feet in terms of its 
members and functions. 
The primary functions of the 
group are: 
1. Setting the political direc-
tion reflecting the aspirations 
of our people living in Austra-
lia and Sri Lanka, while also 
allowing for realistic/
sympathetic hearing from 
mainstream Australian politi-
cians. 
2. Conducting lobbying with 
senior Government Ministers 
and officials, Parliamentarians, 
and other special interest 
groups including Trade Un-
ions, Human Rights Organisa-
tions and Church Groups. 
3. Building partnership with 
political and human rights 
groups in Australia and over-
seas, and work cooperatively 
in forums and other tasks of 
common interest. 
4. Research and preparation 
of high-quality materials in-
cluding presentations, videos, 
booklets, press-releases, let-
ters and speeches. 
5. Organising meetings and 
conferences with the involve-
ment of reputed experts, emi-
nent persons and others that 
will help promote our political 
objectives and will also in-
creases the political under-
standing amongst the mem-
bers of our society. 
6. Strategic positioning and 
effective collaboration of 
ATC with other like-minded 
Tamil organizations function-
ing in Australia and overseas. 
 
The actions of this group 
during the past few weeks 
could be summarised as; 
1. State-wide groups for po-
litical activities have been 
formed in New South Wales, 

Victoria, Queensland, South 
Australia and Western Austra-
lia.  The inter-state groups 
with focus on special interest 
groups and for research and 
preparation activities are pres-
ently being formed. 
2. Systems, procedures and 
spreadsheets have been set-up 
to facilitate the analysis of 
each electorate, its demogra-
phy, and its elected member, 
and key electorate coordina-
tors have been appointed for 
selected electorates. 
3. A letter addressing ATC’s 
position on the refugee/IDP 
issues and about the 300000 
campaign has been dispatched 
to all MPs and Senators, and 
the follow-up steps including 
direct meetings are currently 
underway. 
4. ATC representatives were a 
part of the Tamil Groups that 
met and conveyed the posi-
tions of the Tamil Diaspora to 
The Right Hon Des Browne, 
the British Prime Minister’s 
envoy to Sri Lanka on the 7th 
November 2009 at the British 
High Commissioner’s Resi-
dence in Canberra. 
The expected activities for the 

next few weeks include: 
1. Organising additional meet-
ings with Parliamentarians 
and other key government 
officials across the country to 
convey the ATC message on 
the Tamil issues.  One of the 
key objectives of the National 
Political Body is to ensure 
that a consistent and clear 
message is conveyed to all 
stake-holders, and the expec-
tation is to have at least 
twenty Parliamentarians who 
would support ATC stand on 
Tamil issues within a year’s 
time. 
2. Organising more public 
forums with the involvement 
of well-known and respected 
Australians with the objective 
of increasing the awareness of 
the Tamil issues amongst the 
Parliamentarians, Govern-
ment officials and others. 
3. Setting short, medium and 
long-term political objectives 
of ATC and presenting these 
as simple, acceptable mes-
sages during lobbying.  Assis-
tance from Political and Pub-
lic relations experts will be 
sought. 
4. Establishing clear relation-

An update from the National Political Affairs Group 

ships and collaboration for 
effective functioning of the 
state-wide political groups 
across the country, and facili-
tating more inter-state interac-
tions through teleconferences.  
Organising a gathering of the 
country-wide political group 
at an appropriate time will 
also be considered. 
 
While so much work is yet to 
be done, the Tamil Diaspora 
including the Australian 
Tamils could be happy and 
proud about: 
1. The release of more than 
100,000 IDPs from the camps 
– it is obvious that this was 
not done out of goodwill, and 
the original plan was to keep 
the detainees for up to 3 
years; and 
2. The explicit recognition by 
the key western powers the 
critical role the Tamil Dias-
pora has to play in resolving 
the ethnic crisis. 
These small successes should 
encourage us to work even 
harder for achieving justice, 
peace and prosperity for our 
Tamil brethren living in Sri 
Lanka. 

300,000 scooter campaign in Melbourne, VIC 



1. As part of a national pro-
ject, the ATC Victorian Chap-
ter effected a letter campaign 
requesting the Common-
wealth Heads of Govern-
ments to place Sri Lanka on 
the Agenda for CHOGM 
2009 to be held in Trinidad 
and Tobago at the end of this 
month. 
Citing the numerous human 
rights violations, break down 
of good governance and war 
crimes perpetrated on the 
Tamils of Sri Lanka, the letter 
requests the Commonwealth 
Secretary-General to hold Sri 
Lanka accountable under the 
canons of Commonwealth 
doctrines. 
The letter included a Memo-
randum addressed to the 20th 
Conference of Common-
wealth Parliamentarians held 
in Colombo in September 
1974 by the ‘Tamil United 
Front’, which stated among 
other things that “The rapidly 
deteriorating situation here de-
mands in the name of common 
humanity that the Tamil question 
of Ceylon be considered at the 20th 
conference.” 
The ATC has requested 
CHOGM – the highest con-
sultative and policy-making 
mechanism of the Common-
wealth – to concern itself with 
Sri Lanka’s internal situation 
as mandated by the ‘Millbrook 
Commonwealth Action Pro-
gramme’.  It is our fervent 
hope that the Commonwealth 
will act decisively after 35 long 
years. 

2. A forum on ‘Sri Lanka: 
Human Rights Issues and 
Media Representation’ was 
held on 10th November at the 
Monash University, Caulfield. 
The event was jointly hosted 
by Victorian Trades Hall 
Council, Amnesty Interna-
tional, Human Rights Law 
Resource Centre, Alfred De-
akin Research Institute, Herb 
Feith Foundation and the 
Centre for Peace and Conflict 
Studies (University of Syd-
ney). 
Moderated by Prof. Chris 
Nash of the Department of 
Journalism, Monash Univer-
sity, the forum highlighted the 
historical root causes of the 
Tamil conflict, the lack of 
media freedom and the dec-
ades of injustices meted out to 
the Tamil people – particu-
larly during the last phase of 
the war – as the push factors 
for the current wave of asy-
lum seekers in Australia. The 
speakers included Ass. Prof. 
Rohan Bastin (Deakin Univer-
sity), Ass. Prof. Jake Lynch 
(University of Sydney), Ass. 
Prof. Damien Kingsbury 
(Deakin University), David 
Manne (Coordinator – Refu-
gee and Immigration Legal 
Centre, Victoria) and David 
Feith [Author – Conflict in Sri 
Lanka (1986) and Tamil Na-
tionalism in Sri Lanka 
(forthcoming)]. Dr. Bobby 
Suntharalingam worked tire-
lessly to make the event a 
great success. 
 

3. The National Council of 
the Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia passed a resolution on 
5th November condemning 
the persecution of Tamils in 
Sri Lanka. “People will always 
try to escape from persecu-
tion. While we remain silent 
on the injustices in Sri Lanka 
we will continue to have to 
deal with people who seek 
refuge from it”, the resolution 
said. The MUA’s Victorian 
Branch Secretary Kevin 
Bracken was instrumental in 
passing the resolution which 
added “We call on the Austra-
lian Government to withhold 
investment in Sri Lanka until 
humanitarian aid is allowed to 
those areas still under military 
control and the entrenched 
persecution of Tamil popula-
tion ceases”. 
4. ATC Membership Drive 
meeting was held in Vermont 
Community Centre early this 
month. A number of ener-
getic youth and well wishers 
have volunteered to campaign 
for ATC. The challenge is 
great and many more small 
community meetings are 
planned for the future to 
make the ATC truly a people’s 
force to be reckoned with. 
5. A number of ATC commit-
tee members, particularly 
youngsters took part in a 
workshop held in Melbourne 
titled ‘Lobbying for human 
rights and building political 
support’. The workshop run 
by the Humanitarian Crisis 
Hub explored how to lobby 

Report from ATC Victoria 
 
“It is our fervent hope 
that the Commonwealth 
will act decisively after 
35 long years.”  

Page 4 Murasu Volume 1,  Issue 2 

and influence politicians and 
decision-makers through ef-
fective networking and strate-
gic alliance building. The 
workshop series is co-
sponsored by Amnesty Inter-
national Australia and the 
Victorian Multicultural Com-
mission. 
6. Political and Media Group 
members Antony Gratian and 
Johnny Chrysostom attended 
the Latin American & Asia 
Pacific Solidarity Gathering 
held at the Victorian Trades 
Hall on 24th October. On 
behalf of the ATC, Antony 
briefed the gathering on 
‘Human Rights and Civil Lib-
erties in Sri Lanka’. The audi-
ence included Aboriginal, 
Latin American, West Papuan 
and Japanese activists who 
heard for the first time the 
true nature of the Tamil 
Struggle for equality and jus-
tice in Sri Lanka. 
7. The youth of the ATC Vic-
toria will be actively partici-
pating in the World Human 
Rights Day events to be 
held in the Federation Square 
on 10 December 2009. Ef-
forts are underway to high-
light the oppression of Tamils 
and denial of their political 
and fundamental rights on 
this 60th Anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights (UDHR). All are 
invited to participate in the 
rally and other related events 
in great numbers. 

 

Panel of speakers at the forum 
‘Sri Lanka: Human Rights 
Issues and Media Representation’ 
held at the Monash University on 
10th November, 2009. 
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Lobbying Activities 
The ATC Queensland Chap-
ter continues to actively 
lobby, with various Federal 
level politicians, political par-
ties and with unions for ur-
gent actions regarding the 
plight of people in the intern-
ment camps, human rights 
issues and on boat people. 
Snapshots of activities under-
taken since last news letters 
are: 
On Asylum Seekers: 

• Krish Illungko met with 
following Queensland Sena-
tors  on the asylum seekers 
issue: 

1. Sen. Sue Boyce (Liberal) - 
He was accompanied by Paul 
Benedict of Socialist Alliance 
2. Sen. Mark Furner (Labor)/ 
Jasmine Bulman (Policy Offi-
cer) 
3. Sen. Russell Trood (Liberal) 
– Accompanied by Fr. Pan 
Jordan, Peter Evans and 
Jerome Arunakumaren 
All three Senators were sym-
pathetic to the issues sur-
rounding the boat people and 
undertook to raise the con-
cerns of the Tamil Diaspora 
with their leaders and col-
leagues. 
Senator Sue showed interest 
in Paul Dominic’s model and 

the Global Tamil Diaspora’s 
role in settling the refugees in 
countries like East Timor.  
She also suggested that Tamil 
Diaspora study the Malcolm 
Fraser model during the Viet-
nam boat people (23,000). 
Senator Sue also undertook to 
discuss the issue with opposi-
tion leader Malcolm Turnbull 
and with Shadow Minister 
Sharman Stone. 
Sen. Mark mentioned that he 
has been targeted for his 
speech in the Parliament by 
Sinhalese who took issues 
with his statement. He was 
very Supportive to Tamil Di-
aspora initiative. At Senator 
Mark’s request a letter was 
sent on 21st October 2009 
with a covering letter from 
Senator Mark, under the ATC 
letterhead, outlining the Paul 
Dominic’s model for resettle-
ment of refugees to the fol-
lowing: 
The Hon Brendon O’Connor 
MP, Minister for Home Af-
fairs; cc to The Hon. Kevin 
Rudd MP, Prime Minister; cc 
to The Hon. Chris Evans, 
Minister for Immigration and 
Citizenship; cc to The Hon. 
Stephen Smith MP, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. 
Senator Mark’s policy officer 
Jasmine Bulman will contact 
PM Office to get an appoint-
ment for the PM to meet the 

Tamil Diaspora, failing which 
to get an appointment to see 
his Policy Officer on this mat-
ter. Further to the meeting 
Sen. Mark spoke on the hu-
man rights aspect of the asy-
lum seekers issue in the parlia-
ment. Senator Mark will pur-
sue the refugee issue with the 
Foreign Minister. 

• Oct. 20th Krish attended the 
ALP Wooloowin Branch; 
spoke on ‘asylum seekers’ 
issue and the Branch de-
cided to pass a resolution 
on the issue at next meet-
ing. 

• 25th of Oct. Labor Party 
President Steve Price agreed 
to make an appointment 
with Treasurer on ‘asylum 
seekers’ issue as Govern-
ment feel the threatened by 
the issue.  

• Got briefing from Sen. Clair 
Moore’s Office on the 
‘asylum seekers’ issue and 
the interest and initiatives 
Senator is taking. 

On Internment Camps/
Human Rights: 

•On the 1st of Nov. Dr Brian 
Senewiratne and Krish Il-
lungko wrote a reply to Kerry 
Rae MP (Chair, Human 
Rights Sub-Committee) for 
the parliamentary discussion 
on Sri Lankan HR issue for 
year 2010. 

•Dr Brian Senewiratne had 
three separate interviews with 
ABC Radio (612AM) in the 

Report from ATC Queensland peak hour programmes with 
Steve Austin within the past 
4 weeks. 

•On 4th November Krish 
(along with two ALP 
Branch Presidents, David 
Forde and Steve Price) met 
with A. Bevis MP (Chair, 
Defence Sub-Committee). 
Bevis undertook to speak to 
the Foreign Minister, The 
Hon. Stephen Smith MP 
and get a response on: 
1. Releasing Australian High 
Commission in Sri Lanka’s 
briefs on IDP’s and related 
issues to wider community. 
2. Land issue and resettle-
ment  
3. Higher level of diplomatic 
pressure and support for any 
measures the IC impose on 
Sri Lanka. 
International Community: 

• 7th November Krish and 
Yogi attended the meet-
ing in Canberra with Des 
Browne, the UK PM’s 
Special Envoy to Sri 
Lanka. Des Browne ac-
knowledged the fact that 
Tamil Diaspora are 
emerging as one of the 
key players in any future 
negotiated settlement of 
the conflict in Sri Lanka. 

Membership Drive 
Activities 
Arunagiri is working on the 
following strategy to increase 
the chapter membership. 

Remembrance Day 2009 
Please refer below for details of nationwide remembrance day 
commemorations 
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Membership Drive 

Door knocking 

Our incredibly dedicated 
members that have been door 
knocking from week to week 
must not be left without men-
tion. We have had a tremen-
dous response with our mem-
bers taking on the Tamil com-
munity with their persuasion 
skills and remarkable clarity of 
our purpose and what we 
stand for. Our members sat 
down one-on-one with con-
cerned members of the com-
munity, conveying the unique-
ness of ATC itself, and the 
absolute necessity of member-
ship. Due to the intimacy of 
the meeting, the immediate 
public were able to put for-
ward their personal concerns, 
and queries as to how they 
may best participate. Our 
congress is, as we know, all 
about its members, whatever 
shape or form their feedback 
is delivered in. As a result of 
our existing member’s willing-
ness to listen and educate, 
numbers and awareness have 
risen enormously.  

Public Meeting held on the 1 
November 2009 

ATC NSW held a public 
meeting where stories were 
shared and progress meas-
ured. We heard from various 
faces bringing about positive 
change through our move-
ment, each with their own 
unique words of expression. 
All the project coordinators 
gave an update on the pro-
gress of the projects and fu-
ture plans and initiatives. 

The main theme of the meet-
ing was to stress the impor-
tance of youth participation 
and the need for Tamil com-

munity to have a unified 
voice.  

Highlight of the meeting was 
the open forum and we re-
ceived very positive com-
ments on the openness in the 
response from the two NSW 
Directors. 

Over 200 attended the public 
meeting and 40 signed up as 
new members.   

Grants 

Our grants working group, 
first introduced in our last 
newsletter, have continued 
their work assessing real and 
prospective opportunities. 
These opportunities are being 
continually updated on our 
database. To date the group 
have applied for three grants 
and are simultaneously work-
ing on the collation of others.  

Political Lobby 

ATC’s political lobby group 
has made some strides. ATC 
NSW Chapter sent letters to 
all MPs as well as Senators to 
highlight the plight of the 
300,000 trapped in internment 
camps and the need for Sri 
Lanka to be discussed in the 
CHOGM meeting. 

Political lobby group have 
appointed coordinators for 
each electorate and the coor-
dinators will be speaking to 
their representative to make 
an appointment in the very 
near future.  

The group met Laurie Fergu-
son MP Federal Member for 
Reid and discussed the cur-
rent issues in the internment 
camps, Asylum seekers and 
the need for Australia to take 
a stand.  
 

We were pleased with the 
letter Laurie Ferguson, MP 
has sent to The Hon Stephen 
Smith MP, highlighting the 
issues that were discussed 
with the ATC’s representa-
tives. The main issues that 
were raised are as follows: 
1. The inadequate facilities of 
that small minority suppos-
edly released from the deten-
tion camps 
2. The seeming Sinhalese ex-
pansion illustrated in Buddhist 
temple construction in previ-
ously heavily Tamil areas 
3. The lack of worthwhile 
overseas aid presence and 
interaction with the camps 
4. Inadequate sanitation and 
the threat of disease from 
monsoons 
5. The absence of a proper 
register of those detained 
6. The splitting of family units 
and inability of families to 
trace other members 
7.  The seeming evolution of a 
degree of permanency in these 
camps 
8. These pressing matters 
appear to be raised at 
CHOGM, regardless of the 
sensitivities of some powerful 
members. Nations have to 
consider potential trade and 
finance restrictions, as well as 
sporting boycotts, if these 
matters cannot be amicably 
settled. 
 

Women’s lobby group 

 A meeting took place in No-
vember with individual female 
parliamentarians to highlight 
issues of women and children 
incarcerated in the camps. 
This is without doubt a posi-
tive step in the developing 
recognition of our crisis in the 
wider Australian community. 

Report from ATC New South Wales 
This meeting is a bi-partisan 
meeting organised by Julie 
Owens, MP, Federal Member 
for Parramatta. 

Media/Awareness cam-
paign 

300,000 reasons campaign 

 300,000 Reasons campaign 
was launched on Friday 6th 
November with an over-
whelming success. Over 2000 
have sent emails to Kevin 
Rudd via the campaign web-
site to force our issues to be 
heard at the upcoming 
CHOGM.  

Members of NSW Chapter 
have been advocating this 
campaign which has been a 
key to our success so far. 

A facebook cause group has 
been set up to which, in such 
a short time frame has en-
joyed incredible success. To 
date, more than 700 have 
signed up to however num-
bers are increasing by the 
hour. The enormous and ever
-increasing presence of  
300,000 Reasons campaign 
followers has clearly been felt: 
Sky News reported it on the 
Monday morning news. Due 
praise must be forwarded to 
the organisers. 

We also took to the streets 
with the 300,000 reasons 
campaign driving a truck with 
the signage on the weekend. 
It was a success and we were 
able to have many postcards 
signed. 

News update 

Additionally Regular updates 
to ATC members from the 
Tamils for Justice website will 
be sent. It is strongly sug-
gested that all members who 
(continued on page 10 ) 



Page 7 Murasu Volume 1,  Issue 2 

“’Equally important is the 
recognition and honour of those 
whose lives have been sacrificed-
many of your family and 
friends. 
Perhaps even more important is 
that you are sending a message 
to those who have survived-that 
they are not alone. The world is 
listening and we all want to 
help. That is most 
commendable.” 

In the short history of South 
Australian chapter, October 
was a very important because 
a few land mark events oc-
curred in this month. ATC SA 
chapter moved away from 
interim to a fully fledged or-
ganization by electing the first 
management committee of SA 
chapter. This was followed by 
a Multicultural Extravaganza 
as an important fund raising 
event and expounding Austra-
lian Tamil Congress to wider 
Australian communities, 
which was a great success and 
encouraged many others to 
join the ATC SA chapter. 
Election of Management 
Committee of ATC-SA 
Chapter 

 At the first general meeting 
held on  4th October 2009 
there were more than forty 
members the interim National 
Secretary  briefed the mem-
bers of the progress ATC has 
made and he said the National 
projects will be funded by 
donation and fund raising 
activities. Members of the 
management committee are: - 
President : Dr Para 
Parasuramar; Vice President: 
Dr Selvi Sathanathan; Secre-
tary: Shankari Wijendra; 
Treasurer: Thurga Bragathes-
waran; Media Officer: Dr 
Kamal Nathan and twelve 
others joined as the members 
of the committee. 
Multicultural Extravaganza 

A week after the National 
launching of ATC Australia 
wide on 15th of August 2009, 

SA Chapter decided to raise 
funds to meet the local expen-
diture.  Publicity and success 
of the event on 10th of Octo-
ber helped to boost the ATC 
membership and raised more 
than $4500 dollars.  Multicul-
tural Extravaganza was organ-
ized with participation from 
different ethnic communities 
in Adelaide. Kaurna people of 
the land performed a smoking 
ceremony. Hon Jack Snelling 
MP, Speaker SA State Assem-
bly from labour party  and Ms 
Vickie Chapman deputy 
leader of the liberal party were 
the chief guests and the 
speeches made by them were 
reinforces . The fund raising 
activity was lead by Saras 
Paramsothi and assisted by a 
group of volunteers. 
Extracts from the Speeches 
made at Multicultural Ex-
travaganza 
“This night is so important 
because we are here to raise 
funds to help speed up the re-
settlement process for the 
people displaced by the long-
running war in Sri Lanka. 
The Minister and I extend our 
deepest sympathies to any of 
you here tonight who have 
lost family or friends in that 
terrible conflict, or have kith 
and kin that are still suffering. 
Anyone of heart cannot fail to 
be moved by the plight of the 

enormous numbers of civil-
ians waiting in camps to find a 
home to call their own again. 
Civilians in the north have 
suffered terribly over the past 
decades of hostilities, and it is 
vital that they are helped to 
regain peaceful and secure 
lives as soon as possible.” 

Jack Snelling, Speaker, SA 
State Assemby   

“In mid 1983, after the birth 
of my second child, I was 
listening to the news while 
nursing him. There were re-
ports of a civil disturbance  in 
Sri Lanka. Probably I would-
n’t have even remembered 
this, except this was a country 
that had changed its name in 
my life time. It was many 
years later before I under-
stood this disturbance it was 
later defined as the notorious 
Black July. 
I few years ago I attended a 
citizenship ceremony at Nor-
wood Town Hall. I spoke to a 
man and his three adult chil-
dren who were highly edu-
cated. We are Sri Lankan,  he 
said, and he explained he had 
come to Australia to give his 
children an opportunity for 
their education. I enquired, 
Why wouldn’t you have that in Sri 
Lanka?  he said We are Tamils. 
My education was then ex-
tended to discrimination. 

Report from ATC South Australia 
Sixty years of oppression, 
exclusion, protest and car-
nage. 
Equally important is the rec-
ognition and honour of those 
whose lives have been sacri-
ficed-many of your family 
and friends. 
Perhaps even more important 
is that you are sending a mes-
sage to those who have sur-
vived-that they are not alone. 
The world is listening and we 
all want to help. That is most 
commendable.” 

Vickie Chapman, Deputy 
Opposition Leader 

 
SA Activities 

For the remembrance day - 
180 days of incarceration in 
Northern Sri Lanka - we in 
SA have decided to organize 
to religious events on the 13th 
of November  at the Hindu 
Temple and 15th at the Chris-
tian church. Religious func-
tions are being organized to 
remember the victims of the 
conflict and to give wider 
publicity to what we are do-
ing to other communities. We 
have been focusing on the 
membership drive as an on-
going project and also plan-
ning other fund raising activ-
ity. We have passed seventy 
five fully paid membership 
and hoping to reach one hun-
dred by end of the year. 

A section of audience at the Multicultural Extravaganza 
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A rally was held in Perth, WA, 
on 9th November in front of Mr. 
Chris Evans, the Hon. Immigra-
tion Minister’s office. This rally 
was organized by the Refugee 
Rights Action Network. The fol-
lowing is the transcript of the speech 
delivered by Mr. Sakar Mut-
huckumaru, the President of ATC 
WA.  
 
Comrades and Friends, 
First let me thank Refugees 
Rights Action Network for 
organizing this Rally and invit-
ing me as president of the 
West Australian branch of 
Australian Tamil Congress to 
say few words on behalf of 
the Sri Lankan Tamil Com-
munity. And then let me 
thank you all for participating 
in this Rally. 
Why are we here today?  Why 
should we protest to the Min-
ister of Immigration? Why do 
we have Refugees, Asylum 
seekers and Internally Dis-
placed peoples all of whom 
officially declared to account 
about 50 millions in the 
world? The answers obviously 
lie in the huge gap between 
the sublime thoughts and 
words on the one hand and 
ugly deeds on the other hand. 

The United Nations adopted 
the wonderful Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights on 
the 10th of December 1948, 
strangely this happened soon 
after Ceylon got Independ-
ence on the 4th of February 
1948. I wonder whether it was 
accidental, coincidental or 
intentional but the reality is 
over one million Tamils lost 
their citizenship in the same 
year and ever since the geno-
cide of Tamils is continuing. 
If the world body was able to 
enforce the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights, there 
will not be a single refugee, a 
single asylum seeker or even a 
single IDP not only from Sri 
Lanka but also from any parts 
of the world. These thoughts 
will remain thoughts for a 
long time but hopefully it will 
convince the Honorable Chris 
Evan and the more Honor-
able Kevin Rudd that the 
Souls stranded in the Indian 
Ocean are so, not entirely due 
to their faults just like the 
IDPs who do not have the 
economic resources to escape 
nor the strength to fight the 
occupying forces which have 
even caged 300,000. 
No doubt it is a problem for 
the whole humanity which 
many intelligent individuals 
will use as an escape path. 
Why do so many refugees 
choose Australia, New Zea-
land, Canada and USA? They 
know that one cannot beg 
from the poor though the 
poor may be more empa-
thetic. In addition these coun-
tries are all migrant countries 
and also very less densely 
populated than the average 
population density of the 
world. So the refugees expect 
empathy from the populations 
in these countries. I do not 
see anything wrong with such 
expectations. I do not expect 
the Honorable Chris Evans or 

the more Honorable Kevin 
Rudd to think differently for I 
voted for them because they 
told they will be different 
from John Howard and his 
followers who whipped up 
the population against refu-
gees in 2001. So we have a 
reason and a right to protest. 
I appreciate that Honorable 
Kevin Rudd likes to solve the 
problem at source but only 
wish to remind him that the 
source lies beyond Indonesia 
and even Malaysia. So he 
needs to do his tough talking 
not with the Souls stranded in 
the Indian Ocean but with the 
President of Sri Lanka to put 
his house in order. Of course 
the house can be put in order 
only on the basis of Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 
Right of Self Determination 
of Nations and the like.  He 
can talk tough on the subject 
even at the Commonwealth 
Conference to be held in the 
very near future. But first he 
must accommodate the Souls 
stranded in the Ocean. This 
should not be difficult to a 
leader who believes in free 
movement of capital, free 
movement of goods, free 
trade and the like. It is only a 
question of extending this 
principle to free movement of 
labour. 
Finally we request the govern-
ment to extend the humane 
approach to the souls 
stranded in the Ocean and 
allow the souls to land in Aus-
tralia and do the tough talking 
with the President of Sri 
Lanka individually and with 
the help of his friends so that 
Sri Lanka will be a safe place 
and the Tamils can stay home. 

Speech delivered by ATC WA President at a Perth Rally 

“We request the 
government to extend 
the humane approach 
to the souls stranded 
in the Ocean and allow 
the souls to land in 
Australia” 

(Photos courtesy of Perth Indymedia) 
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The 300, 00 Reasons Cam-
paign has been launched to 
draw attention to the plight of 
300,000 Sri Lankan Tamil 
citizens - men, women and 
children who are being forci-
bly held in military-run deten-
tion camps in their own coun-
try for no reason other than 
their ethnicity. 

The aim of this campaign was 
to persuade the Australian 
Government to take up this 
matter with the Government 
of Sri Lanka and the interna-
tional community as a matter 
of urgency.  

This campaign was promoted 
through advertisements in 
newspapers, a dedicated web-
site, creation of facebook  and 
twitter groups in addition to 
display of the campaign ban-
ners in scooters and utility 
vehicles as they went through 
the busy streets of the major 
metropolitan cities.  

The general public was re-
quested to sign post cards 
which were sent to the Hon. 
Prime Minister and their local 

Federal Member of Parlia-
ment, sign online petitions 
and to join the facebook and 
twitter groups to draw atten-
tion to the plight of Tamils in 
detention camps.  

The response to the campaign 
was great with over 2231 peo-
ple signing the online petition 
(sample can be seen below) 
and the facebook 300,000 
Reasons group attracting over 
1239 members to date. The 
campaign was also mentioned 
on SKY News. Politicians, 
diplomats and aid workers all 
alike have commended the 
campaign for the effective 
message it conveyed.  

Thank you for supporting the 
300000 campaign and making 
it a successful one.  

November 19th marks the six 
month anniversary of the end 
of the brutal civil conflict in 
Sri Lanka. The Government 
of Sri Lanka promised to re-
lease the vast majority of the 

Nationwide 300,000 campaign 
300, 000 Tamils need 30 seconds of  your life 

Tamils from the camps by 
the sixth month anniver-
sary. The UN is reporting 
that there are still around 
170,000 people impris-
oned. Disturbing media 
reports filtering out from 
within Sri Lanka indicate 
that many Tamils who 
have been released are not 
permitted to go back t 
their own village. Spokes-
person for the UNHCR, 
Andrej Mahecic also re-
cently expressed concern 
that conditions within the 
camps are deteriorating 
further. We must keep up 
pressure on the Australian 
Government to help bro-
ker a peaceful solution in 
Sri Lanka to rebuild its 
democracy and ensure all 
citizens have access to 
equal rights, opportunities 
and justice. 

Please continue to provide 
your support to this cam-
paign.  
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do not have an email or do 
not receive emails advice your 
email addresses to 
nsw@australiantamilcongress.
com 

Refugee Ball 

ATC NSW was busy expand-
ing its boundaries networking 
within the Australian commu-
nity, at the Refugee Ball or-
ganised by the “Friends of 
STARTTS”. The Friends of 
STARTTS raises funds to 
support STARTTS to provide 
culturally appropriate counsel-
ing, physiotherapy and other 
services to clients who come 
from countries in the Middle 
East, Africa and Asia. 
At this multicultural event, 
seven representatives ATC 
amongst those of a diverse 
array of cultural and historical 
heritage. Those that attended 

on our behalf were able to 
learn about other cultures and 
in the same manner, educate 
sympathetic attendees of our 
unique Tamil heritage and 
culture as well as our worsen-
ing plight in Sri Lanka.  
Speakers at the event shared 
their own experience of arriv-
ing in Australia, their strug-
gles, and the people they have 
become today. Many felt a 
therapeutic reminder on the 
night that while the media has 
failed us time and time again 
to bring due awareness to our 
cause, simple human compas-
sion is often able to go far-
ther.  
We were also able to interact 
with other community groups 
and politicians. 
On the night, ATC presented 
shawls to the guest and a spe-
cial thank you was mentioned 

at the event for ATC. 
 
Community Projects 
 
Gifts to Christmas Island 
 
Some ATC volunteers worked 
with STARTTS to send a box 
of gifts donated by members 
of ATC to the Tamil refugees 
in the Christmas Island.  
 
We also sent few boxes of 
gifts through the contacts of 
ATC WA to Christmas Island. 
 
Gifts included story books, 
magazines, prayer books 
(Hindu/Christian), pictures & 
pendants of Gods, Tamil 
movies and a Caram board.  
 
Members wanting to donate 
gifts for future shipment 
please call 1300 660 629 and 
we will organise for the gifts 

Report from ATC New South Wales (Continued from page 6 ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Dr. Raj T. Rajeswaran and Mrs. Ranjana Parameswaran interviewed by ABC’s Stateline Program on Tamil Asylum Seekers 

on 20th November 2009 

 http://www.abc.net.au/news/video/2009/11/20/2749455.htm 

 

2. Ms. Brami Jegan interviewed by Simon Santow of ABC on Sri Lankan detention camps on 20th November 2009 

http://www.abc.net.au/worldtoday/content/2009/s2748672.htm 

 

3. Ms. Sara Nathan interviewed by Simon Marnie on ABC radio 

http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/images/stories/audio/Tamil%20congress.mp3 

 

 

to be collected. 
 
Working with refugee sup-
port group with detainees 
in Villawood 
  
We are working with the 
Refugee Support Group pro-
viding counseling and assis-
tance to the Tamil refugees in 
the Villawood detention cen-
tre. 
ATC sent a letter to all the 
Tamil refugees in the Villa-
wood detention centre offer-
ing assistance and support. 
We have received a few calls 
and our volunteers are in 
regular touch providing sup-
port and assistance when re-
quested. Gifts have been sent 
through the refugee support 
group. 

ATC on the Media 



Page 11 Murasu Volume 1,  Issue 2 

 

Result of  ATC QLD’s efforts 
As a result of ATC Queensland’s efforts this letter was sent by Hon. Sue Boyce, Senator for 
Queensland to Hon. Stephen Smith MP, Minister of Foreign Affairs 



The WA branch of the ATC 
has been focusing its energies 
on forming alliances with 
other people from other op-
pressed groups.  The oppres-
sive regimes of the world 
form strong political alliances 
with each other.  These alli-
ances strengthen them allow-
ing them to act out repressive 
and even genocidal policies 
with impunity.  This was per-
sonified by the Sri Lankan 
government who managed to 
garner international indiffer-
ence to the plight of Tamils 
earlier this year. 
To counter this we must, as a 
community, foster relation-
ships with other groups that 
find themselves in similar 
circumstances.  In this was we 
can present a unified front to 
the world to fight injustice 
wherever it may occur.  In 
doing this we advance our 
cause by garnering like 
minded friends.   To this end 
ATC WA has 
1 Established a relationship 
with the Socialist alliance 

• The Direct Action group of 
WA on the 21st Nov held a 
forum entitled “From Rud-
dock to Rudd Why Labour  
and the Coalition Abuse 
Refugees” in which Phil 
Chilton from Refugee 
Rights Action Network, 
Virginia Brown from Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party and 
a member of the ATC WA 
chapter spoke 

• On the  Socialist Alliance 

held a rally outside the Hon 
Chris Evans  Minister for 
Immigration  at which a 
ATC member spoke 

• The Socialist alliance with 
Refugee Rights Action Net-
work in conjunction with 
the ATC WA has organised 
a rally on the 5th December 
to protest against the recent 
treatment of refugees.  ATC
-WA is preparing placards 
and other cut-outs to be 
carried in the march. 

2. Made contacts with the 
Burmese community 

• On the of November the 
Burmese community aired a 
documentary on the current 

regime in Burma and its 
recent oppression of the 
democratic movement that 
sprung up there which was 
attended by several mem-
bers off the ATC 

3 Palestinian community 

• On  the 21st November the 
Friends of Palestine held a 
street play recounting the 
history of the Palestinians 
people since 1948 which 
members of the ATC also 
attended. 

Report from ATC WA 
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4. Support of Women’s 
Rights 

• The organization 
“Roarwomen” organized a 
“Reclaim the Night Rally” 
on 30th Oct..  The ATC 
printed flyers about sexual 
violence suffered by Tamil 
women at the hands of the 
Sri Lankan army and dis-
tributed them at the rally. 

 
Photos courtesy of Desire of 
Perth Indymedia. 

My name is Sahana Balachan-
dar and I am 15 years of age. I 
am an Australian born Tamil 
and am eagerly involved in the 
issue of the Tamils. 
I would like to express my 
sincere thanks to the Union 
officials for the statement 
given by the Maritime Union 
of Australia. It is very heart 
felt.  
I have never visited my home 
country, and I’m very disap-

pointed about it. I can never 
visit my homeland the North 
and East of Sri Lanka.  Being 
a Tamil to keep a sense of 
home with me. I can only 
imagine the pain the Asylum 
seekers are experiencing, let 
alone the 300,000 back home.  
 I am very disappointed by the 
lack of support from the Aus-
tralian politicians, and to re-
ceive statements from Austra-

lian organisations such as 
yours is a spirit-elevator. 
 I would like to thank your 
union for the statement given. 
It is good to see some support 
from the Australian public. 
 Sahana Balachandar 
 =>sAHaNa!:) 

Spirit Elevator 
We were deeply moved when we found out that a 15 year old girl and daughter of an active ATC 
member had taken the initiative to send a letter to the Maritime Union for its support of the asy-
lum seekers. Her letter has been published on the MUA website: 
http://www.mua.org.au/news/support-grows-for-union-stance-on-asylum-seekers/ 
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Date: Tuesday 29th  Novem-
ber 2005 
Subject: Vanakkam from 
Vanni 
To all at home, 
November 27 was Maaveerar 
Naal (Martyr's Day). It was 
amazing. Decorations have 
been going up since almost 2 
weeks ago. The roads were 
decorated with banners of red 
and yellow, the colours associ-
ated with the freedom strug-
gle. Close to the sea they had 
blue banners as well, i think to 
commemorate the fallen he-
roes who sacrificed their lives 
whilst at sea. They had flags 
along the roads EVERY-
WHERE…Imagine seeing 
flags of red and yellow (2 me-
tres apart) along all the streets 
of the city you lived in – that's 
what it looked like. It was 
amazing. They had huge 
arches spanning the width of 
the road with decorations and 
pictures and paintings com-
memorating the fallen heroes 
so when you drove on the 
road you actually had to drive 
through/under these arches. 
It was awesome. 
The Thuyilum Illam (Resting 
Houses) where the fallen he-
roes are laid to rest (known as 
cemeteries in other countries) 
were beautifully done. And 
the stretch of roads leading up 
to each of them was deco-
rated beautifully and had 
lights put up as well. I was 

truly proud to see the Tamil 
nation celebrate in unity the 
sacrifice of 17,905 lives. 
On the day, we went to Mul-
laitivu beach for a few min-
utes. We watched the parade 
of the Sea Tiger band. It was 
quite nice. But then we de-
cided to spend the majority of 
the time at a Thuyilum Illam 
because that was where the 
relatives would be and that 
was where the true emotion 
of the entire day would be 
felt. 
We went to Mulliyavali Thuy-
ilum Illam – I think it is the 
second largest one in Tamil 
Eelam. I'm not sure but I 
think about 2800 heroes have 
been laid to rest there. Words 
cannot express the extent of 
emotions felt at the time of 
lighting the lamp. At the same 
time everywhere, one person 
lights the lamp in each of the 
thuyilum illams (I think there 
are 17 of them spread around 
Tamil Eelam). As they light 
the lamp, a loved one lights 
the lamp adjacent to the 
tombstone of a fallen hero. 
Just imagine watching 2800 
lamps being lit in unison. It 
was close to sunset so there 
wasn't much light, and 
amongst the crowd of atleast 
20,000 mourners, suddenly 
there was glistening lights 
everywhere. Flames flickered 
all around me, as everyone in 
the Thuyilum Illam stood in 
silence. The only sound to be 

heard was the lighting of the 
thousands of matches and the 
crackling of the flames.  
For a good 2 minutes I could 
hear nothingelse, then slowly, 
an Amma (mother) some-
where amongst the crowd 
started to whimper. Then 
slowly, more whimpers 
amongst the crowd, and 
within 30 seconds there were 
loved ones everywhere crying. 
Sisters were pleading with 
their dead brothers to come 
back. Fathers and mothers 
were calling out to their dead 
children asking them why they 
had left them. Wives were 
hugging tombstones and sob-
bing, telling their dead hus-
bands to open their eyes and 
take a look at their children.  
There were so many fighters 
standing by tombstones, a 
brave look on their face, but 
with tears streaming down 
their cheeks. I imagined that 
they must have witnessed 
their best friend die in the 
battlefield. It was really really 
sad, but I knew that despite 
the anguish, each of them was 
so proud of their loved one 
who had sacrificed their life in 
an attempt to get freedom for 
their people. The song playing 
in the background (via loud 
speakers) added to the emo-
tions, and even I, who knew 
not a single person laid to the 
rest there, was brought to 
tears. 

An excerpt from an email from Tamil Eelam As I walked along the thou-
sands of fallen heroes, I saw 
each resting spot decorated 
in flowers and garlands. 
Some family members 
brought foods that their 
loved one had liked when 
they were alive – biscuits, 
mangoes, there were even 
some bottles of soft drink. 
And within an hour or so, it 
was all over. Slowly relatives 
started to leave and by the 
end of the night, all that was 
left were the thousands of 
lamps lighted by loved ones, 
flickering away in the No-
vember night.  
Nothing I can say will ever 
be able to express the feeling 
of Maaveerar Naal. I have 
always celebrated Maaveerar 
Naal abroad, and to actually 
know what sadness and 
pride combined would feel 
like whilst standing on the 
soil that we so long to own 
as ours, the soil on which 
thousands had shed blood 
and tears whilst fighting for 
self determination, the soil 
that we would one day call 
Tamil Eelam, was absolutely 
amazing. 
 It has been two days since 
Maaveerar Naal. The decora-
tions are slowly coming 
down, to be put away until 
the same time next year 
when they will once again 
adorn the streets, of what 
hopefully by then, will be 
Tamil Eelam. 
With love, 
Sampavi 

by Prof. John Whitehall, Medical Journal of Australia, MJA 2007; 187 (11/12): 703-705 
Why they continued to fight still puzzled me, especially as I visited war cemeteries and pondered the carnage in which over 17 000 
Tamil young people have died in the past two decades. Understanding began on the afternoon of 27 November, their equivalent of 
Anzac Day. My students collected me and, for the first time, I observed them in uniform, making their way through the cemetery, 
squatting here and there with parents of the dead who had begun to arrive in droves to festoon the graves with garlands and food for 
their young men and women who "were living on in the spirit of Tamil Eelam". 
There were about 3000 graves and soon the cemetery was pulsating with grief. The burning sun sank beneath a row of palms and I 
anticipated some kind of communal eruption of emotion as candles were lit on the graves and flickered on distorted faces. But there 
was nothing. No hymns, no chants, no catharsis. Just a speech on the necessity for more sacrifice. Silently, the crowd shuffled away, 
leaving the garlands and the candles to the moonless night. I began to realise what some people are prepared to endure for freedom. 
To read the complete article please visit: 
http://www.mja.com.au/public/issues/187_11_031207/whi11238_fm.html 

An excerpt from "Teaching Tamil Tigers"  
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In one symbolic move in 
1995, elected President Nel-
son Mandela came out in sup-
port of the Springboks and 
united a divided nation. It was 
one moment when history 
and sport merged and put 
Mandela’s moral authority, 
integrity, compassion and 
commitment to reconciliation 
on global display. It is these 
attributes that has made him 
the icon he is today writes 
Jonathan Jackson. 

Sport is a uniting force, a 
great dividing range, a mixture 
of joy, passion, fury and vola-
tility. In the United Kingdom, 
supporters of football teams 
endure their own form of 
apartheid as League grounds 
are segregated between rival 
supporters. In South America 
men have been known to be 
killed in anger or celebration 
depending on their teams’ 
fates. In South Africa, pas-
sionate rugby supporters had 
no international team to sup-
port as the Springboks felt the 

full force of the Common-
wealth enacted Gleneagles 
agreement in 1977, which 
prohibited rival countries 
from engaging in any sporting 
contact with the excluded 
nation. 

The Gleneagles agreement 
was formulated following one 
of South Africa’s bleakest 
moments, the Soweto riots in 
1976. In response, 28 coun-
tries boycotted the Summer 
Olympics. 

At the time of the riots and 
throughout the boycotts, Nel-
son Mandela sat idly in a 
South African jail cell, where 
the future president had hit 
upon the powerful appeal of 
rugby to the 

Afrikaner. Using the sport as 
a common interest, he gained 
favourable treatment from his 
guards. 

Yet, even within the confined 
spaces of prison – where he 
spent nearly three decades of 
his life – he never backed 

down from his political be-
liefs, protests and vision. He 
became a source of inspira-
tion and strength to fellow 
prisoners and remained a bea-
con of hope and peace for 
those outside. 

Yet it is the manner in which 
he used rugby to attempt to 
unite the ‘Rainbow Nation’, 
that illustrates how bold and 
audacious he is and how his 
leadership has held firm since 
he first joined the ANYC at 
the height of WW2. 

On Sunday 11 February, 1990 
Mandela was released from 27 
years of incarceration. Shortly 
after his release his delegation 
agreed to suspend their armed 
struggle. 

Recrimination and hate was 
still rife. Old South Africa was 
coming to terms with the 
changes, new South Africa 
was revelling in a newfound 
freedom; the walls may have 
been torn down but the divi-
sions remained. 

As the legal apparatus of 
apartheid was abolished, the 
Springboks were readmitted 
to international rugby in 1992. 

And Mandela knew he could 
make a nation building im-
pact.  

It took three years for the 
team to regain momentum, 
the announcement that South 
Africa was to host the 1995 
World Cup, changed not only 
the sporting landscape, but 
the political landscape as well. 

During this period, Mandela 
was moving behind the scenes 
to win black South African 
support for the Springbok 
jersey, one of their most hated 
symbols of apartheid. Rugby 
was the sport of the oppres-
sor and at any home game this 

Nelson Mandela 
By Jonathan Jackson 

crowd could be found sup-
porting the rival team. Man-
dela spent an entire year erod-
ing the hatred, convincing the 
black population that the new 
Springbok slogan, ‘One team, 
one country’ was reality, not 
myth. 

Mandela was working on two 
fronts. Within days of his 
inauguration as president in 
1994 he sent for François 
Pienaar, the Springboks’ cap-
tain. 

Mandela describing Pienaar 
said: “You looked at him, you 
considered where he came 
from and what you saw was a 
typical Afrikaner.” 

Yet Mandela is known for not 
judging the book by its cover: 
“He did not seem to me at all 
to be the typical product of 
an apartheid society,” Man-
dela said. “I found him quite 
a charming fellow and I 
sensed that he was progres-
sive. And, you know, he was 
an educated chap. He had a 
BA in law. It was a pleasure 
to sit down with him.”  

Pienaar grew up in a working 
class family in Vereeniging, a 
town in part held responsible 
for the deaths of 69 gunfire 
fleeing black demonstrators 
from the neighbouring shanty 
of Sharpeville. 

Pienaar was nervous upon 
meeting Mandela for the first 
time and not for good reason. 

“We were a typical, not very 
politically aware working-class 
Afrikaner family who never 
spoke about politics and be-
lieved 100% in the propa-
ganda of the day.” 

Five minutes into the meeting 
Pienaar relaxed. 

“It’s more than just being 

Courtesy of ThinkBIG 
Magazine 
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comfortable in his presence,” 
Pienaar recalled. “You have a 
feeling when you are with him 
that you are safe.” 

Winning Pienaar over and 
thus the entire Springbok 
team was mission accom-
plished for Mandela. 

“He talked about the power 
that sport had to move people 
and how he had seen this not 
long after his release in the 
Barcelona Olympics, which he 
especially remembered for 
one particular moment when 
he said he stood up and he 
felt the whole stadium rever-
berating,” said Pienaar. 

In a stadium of 63,000 people 
at the Rugby World Cup, 
where all bar 1,000 were white 
Afrikaans, Mandela would 
have given his bodyguards 
palpitations. Yet he stood up 
as President before the match 
in his Springbok jersey and 
was cheered by the very peo-
ple who would have ignored 
him in the polls a year earlier 
and called him a dangerous 
terrorist in years gone by. 

Indeed, he has been referred 
to by Mandela: The Author-

ized Biography author An-
thony Sampson as being an 
impulsive activist with a quick 
temper. 

Mandela does not disagree 
with this assessment saying on 
his foundation website that: 
“One was angry at what was 
happening – the humiliation, 
the loss of our human dignity. 
We tended to react in accor-
dance with anger and our 
emotion rather than sitting 
down and thinking about 
things properly. 

“But in jail – especially those 
who stayed in single cells – 
you had enough opportunity 
to sit down and think. And 
you were in contact with a lot 
of people with a high educa-
tion and who were widely 
travelled. When they told of 
their experiences, you felt 
humbled.” 

What changed in Mandela was 
not the quality of his leader-
ship or presence, but the way 
in which he led. Upon leaving 
prison he had transformed 
into a man who knew his 
mind and feelings. He says 
that one of the most powerful 

forces of change was thinking 
about how he had behaved 
and reacted to generosity and 
compassion expressed 

toward him in the past. 

“One of the most difficult 
things is not to change society 
– but to change yourself.” 

Thus, as a changed man, and 
as President of South Africa 
Mandela set out to transform 
the nation through compas-
sion, which brought under-
standing to those wronged by 
injustice as well as those ac-
cused of perpetrating the in-
justice. And that understand-
ing culminated in a game of 
football. 

It was the fairytale tourna-
ment for South Africa. The 
All Blacks (New Zealand in-
ternationals) were the most 
feared team in the world, un-
conquerable, revered. But just 
as Mandela had achieved the 
impossible in uniting a nation, 
the Springboks repaid the 
favour. 

It was a shrewd but politically 
triumphant move. Mandela 
had completed the same 

charm offensive which he 
had executed with consum-
mate skill for more than a 
decade, handing the trophy to 
Pienaar saying, “Thank you 
very much for what you have 
done for our country.” 

“Mr President,” replied Pi-
enaar, “it is nothing com-
pared to what you have done 
for our country.” 

Such was the achievement of 
the man, the team and the 
nation, Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu was moved to com-
ment, ‘Quite unbelievable, 
quite incredible, what hap-
pened. It had the effect of 
just ... turning around the 
country. It was an incredible 
transformation. An extraordi-
nary thing. It said, yes, it is 
actually possible for us to 
become one nation.” 

Mandela’s legacy while not 
complete changed national 
and global perception and 
proved that the fight for re-
spect and inclusion can be 
achieved through peaceful 
means. 

"Confidential United Nations documents 
acquired by The Times record nearly 
7,000 civilian deaths in the no-fire zone 
up to the end of April. UN sources said 
that the toll then surged, with an average 
of 1,000 civilians killed each day until 
May 19, the day after Velupillai Prab-
hakaran, the leader of the Tamil Tigers, 
was killed. That figure concurs with the 
estimate made to The Times by Father 
Amalraj, a Roman Catholic priest who 
fled the no-fire zone on May 16 and is 
now interned with 200,000 other survivors 
in Manik Farm refugee camp. It would 
take the final toll above 20,000. 'Higher,' 
a UN source told The Times. 'Keep go-
ing.'" 

 

May 29, 2009  

The London Times 
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Amnesty International Chief  Blasts Australia's 'Panic' Over Asylum 
Seekers 

Irene Khan, secretary general 
of Amnesty International 

A student demonstration 

Udul Premaratne 

The head of Amnesty Interna-
tional, Irene Khan, says the 
Australian government should 
close its immigration deten-
tion center on Christmas Is-
land. On a visit to Australia, 
Khan accuses the conserva-
tive opposition of exploiting 
voters' fears about asylum 
seekers for political gain. 
 
The Amnesty International 
secretary-general says that 
holding asylum seekers at the 
Christmas Island processing 
center will not deter the flow 
of boat people heading to 
Australia.  
 
On a visit to Canberra this 
week, Khan urged the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd to close the camp in the 
Indian Ocean, about 2,600 
kilometers northwest of 
Perth. The facility opened last 
year and houses asylum seek-
ers recently picked up by the 
Australian navy. 
 
A surge of unauthorized arri-

vals by boat has put the issue 
of immigration back in the 
public spotlight in Australia. 
Khan says the debate here has 
often been xenophobic. She 
blames conservative politi-
cians for whipping up public 
hysteria.  
 
"I think it is unscrupulous 
politicians and populist me-
dia," Khan said. "There has 
been a lot of fuss being made 
about the boat arrivals when 
actually the numbers arriving 
by air are much higher. There 
seems to be a sense of panic 
when what is really needed 
here is to handle a humanitar-
ian problem with regard to 
international standards."  
 
She says the number of boat 
arrivals in Australia is small 
compared those arriving in 
Europe.  
 
Khan, however, calls the 
Rudd government's immigra-
tion policies an improvement 
on those of the previous con-

servative administration. She 
points out Rudd's decision to 
grant permanent residency 
rather than temporary protec-
tion visas to those deemed to 
be genuine refugees and the 
closure of the outback 
Woomera detention center 
and offshore processing facili-
ties in the South Pacific. 
 
Amnesty International says a 
multilateral approach is 
needed to deal with the asy-
lum problem. 
 
The Australian government 
says the surge of migrants 
arriving by boat is the result 
of conflicts in Sri Lanka and 
Afghanistan as well as the 
global economic crisis.  
 
Australia accepts more than 
10,000 refugees a year who 
are processed through non-
governmental agencies in 
other countries. 
(Article courtesy The Chosun 
Ilbo website) 

The pro JVP Convenor of the 
Inter University Student Un-
ion (IUSF) told journalist KS 
Udayakumar that the biggest 
student union in Sri Lanka 
had to "keep quite" while 
students were abducted and 
killed in a period of war 
against "separatist terrorism".  
However, he stressed that the 
student movement in Sri 
Lanka was "never racist". 
"The situation was different 
then and today. There might 
have been human rights viola-
tions during the war and of 
course we had to keep silent 
at a time of war against a 
separatist terrorism. But the 
student movement never 
worked on a racist agenda," 
he said.  

In TID custody 
In a letter to President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, the IUSF 
for the first time has urged 
the government to release a 
Tamil university student and 
other students detained in 
refugee camps.  
 
It seeks immediate release of 
Rasaiah Dvaraka, an under-
graduate at Peradeniya Uni-
versity. 
The IUSF is widely regarded 
as being controlled by the 
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna 
(JVP). Many former IUSF 
leaders have later become JVP 
parliamentarians and activists.  
The IUSF also calls on the 
authorities to release all other 
school and university students 

JVP Student Leader Admits War Silence  
currently in camps for inter-
nally displaced people (IDPs).  
Addressing journalists in Co-
lombo, the IUSF convenor 
Udul Premaratne said the 
continuous detention of 
Tamil students might result in 
Tamils being pushed towards 
separatism once again.  
Udul Premaratne stressed that 
the IUSF will continue pro-
tests until Ms. Dvaraka, cur-
rently detained by police Ter-
rorism Investigation Division 
(TID), released.  
 
(Courtesy: BBC Sinhala Ser-
vice) 
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In 1946, the United Nations 
affirmed that genocide is a 
crime under international law 
which the civilized world con-
demns, and the commission 
of which the principals and 
accomplices are punishable. 
The General Assembly ap-
proved the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment 
of the Crime of Genocide in 
1948 and this came into effect 
in 1951. 
Under the terms of the con-
vention, "genocide means any 
of the following acts commit-
ted with intent to destroy, in 
whole or in part, a national, 
ethnical, racial or religious 
group, as such: (a) killing 
members of the group, (b) 
causing serious bodily or 
mental harm to members of 
the group, (c) deliberately 
inflicting on the group condi-
tions of life calculated to 
bring about the physical de-
struction in whole or in part, 
(d) imposing measures in-
tended to prevent births 
within the group, (e) forcibly 
transferring children of the 
group to another group". 
Conspiracy, incitement, at-
tempt and complicity in geno-
cide are also made punishable. 
Perpetrators may be punished 

whether they are constitution-
ally responsible rulers, public 
officials or private individuals. 
One of the results of the con-
vention has been the estab-
lishment of the principle that 
genocide, if perpetrated by a 
government in its own terri-
tory, is not an internal matter, 
but a matter of international 
concern. Any contracting 
state may call upon the United 
Nations to intervene and take 
such action as it considers 
appropriate for the prevention 
and suppression of genocide. 
 
The systematic extermination 
of an entire group of Jews was 
attempted during WW II. 
Since then there has been 
planned genocide happening 
in countries large and small. 
Between 1967 to 1970, the 
administration of Lt. Gen. 
Odumegwu Ojukwu of Nige-
ria carried out massacre of 
10,000 to 30,000 Ibos, 
(IGBOS), who wanted to be 
out of Nigeria. Their attempts 
to form Biafra resulted in the 
complete annihilation of the 
people. 500,000 to several 
millions of Biafrans died of 
starvation or sickness. The 
world except the Organization 
of African States and the Pa-

Genocide and the World Media 

pacy supported their cause. 
The United Kingdom and 
the Soviet Union supplied 
weapons and help for the 
genocide of all Igbos. 
800,000 Tutsi were massa-
cred by the Rwandans in 
100 days. The world media 
watched in silence. John 
Honderich, Chair of To-
ronto Star, in an article un-
der the heading "Inaction in 
the face of genocide", 
wrote, "What did Canada 
do? Virtually nothing. In-
deed the lore within Foreign 
Affairs is that one bureau-
crat even scrawled, "not in 
Canada's interest" on the 
report. 

He further stated, "For Can-
ada's media- along with 
virtually all other world 
media- to miss such a huge 
story is still hard to fathom. 
The machete-wielding gov-
ernment of Rwanda consis-
tently characterized the con-
flict as a civil war, a descrip-
tion that held sway for 
weeks. Ultimately, civilized 
countries, their leaders and 
institutions must be judged 
in history by their response 

to genocide". 

The genocide of the Sri 
LankanTamils that was 
hatched and executed consis-
tently over six decades never 
caught the eyes of any media 
or the great powers of the 
world, nay even the United 
Nations or other satellite es-
tablishments which are 
aplenty. Ignoring international 
laws and heaping discrimina-
tion against the Tamils is a 
constant factor in Sri Lankan 
policy.  

In a recent address the Sri 
Lankan President mentioned 
that there is only one nation in 
Sri Lanka. It may be his plan 
to allow the 250,000 Tamil 
civilians languishing in intern-
ment camps to be wiped out 
from the face of the earth. 
Will Canada, which has a 
proud record of advocating 
for human rights peace keep-
ing, rescue those unfortunate 
Tamil civilians, many of 
whom are persons with special 
needs to be free in their own 
land? 

Courtesy of Tamil Mirror 
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In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 
community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Postal Address: 
P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 
Tel: 1300 660 629  
Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

“Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace”                            

Mission 

“The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ”                            

Objective 

“As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 
change through ‘Collective Global Tamil’ action to institute and educate people on Tamils’ right 
to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 
Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-
tions. ” 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 


