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Two years ago, a war without witness was executed by the 
state against the Tamil people in the island of Sri Lanka. 

In September 2008, after ordering all United Nations per-
sonnel, non-government organisations and media out of the 
Vanni region, the Sri Lankan government embarked on a 
vicious military campaign. 

 

While it informed the world it was fighting the Tamil Tiger 
rebels and was following a ''zero civilian casualty'' policy, 
photographs, video footage and phone conversations with 
our relatives in the war zone told us a different story. 

 
We watched in horror as images of injured babies, maimed 
pregnant women and rows of dead civilians leaked out. Hos-
pitals were bombed. Refugee camps were shelled. Surrender-
ing civilians were executed. Even the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross was blocked from saving the injured. 
 
As members of the Tamil diaspora took to the streets, cam-
paigning for the international community to act to stop the 
bloodshed, the world did nothing. More than 100,000 Tam-
ils rallied around the world, yet our cries fell on the bureau-
crats' deaf ears. Kevin Rudd, then Australia's prime minister, 
preferred ''soft diplomacy'' with Sri Lanka, in contrast to his 
stand on Burma, Zimbabwe and Libya. 
 
We slowly realised the UN was well aware of the high civil-
ian casualties. Leaked satellite images revealed the UN knew 
of the Sri Lankan Air Force's targeted bombing and shelling 
of civilian locations. 
 
Following his resignation, the former UN spokesman in Sri 
Lanka, Gordon Weiss, revealed the civilian death toll could 
be up to 40,000, while "significant others have said that the 
figure may well be far higher". Why would the world allow 
civilians to be killed in such a gruesome manner? 
 
At the time, China and Russia prevented the war in Sri 
Lanka being discussed at the UN Security Council. Both 
countries are allies of Sri Lanka, China having invested heav-
ily there. 
 
UN officials are said to have told Vijay Nambiar - whom the 
UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, appointed as his chief 
of staff - that the final death toll could exceed 20,000, but 
Nambiar urged his staff not to "rock the boat" by criticising 

the Sri Lankan government. 
 
Witness reports later revealed senior UN officials, including 
Nambiar, and senior Sri Lankan officials, including the Defence 
Secretary (and brother of the President), Gotabaya Rajapaksa, 
were involved in the surrendering of Tamil Tiger combatants, 
who were later executed. After waiting two years for an inde-
pendent inquiry into this incident, Tamil rights groups have sub-
mitted their own complaint to the International Criminal Court. 
 
When the war came to a bloody end on May 18, 2009, Sri Lankan 
government puppets were quick to continue the propaganda, 
claiming all was well in Sri Lanka, encouraging Australian tourists 
while discouraging Australia from accepting Tamil refugees. 
 
The reality was different. Hundreds of thousands were held in 
military-run internment camps, disappearances were rife, and 
rape and torture occurred. There was a reason the number of 
Tamil refugees arriving by boats in Australia had suddenly sky-
rocketed. 
 
The unrelenting campaigning by the Tamil diaspora and human 
rights groups finally forced Ban to establish a panel of experts 
last year to assess the mounting allegations of war crimes. Sri 
Lanka was quick to condemn this decision and banned the panel 
from visiting the island. 
 
The panel's final report, submitted to Ban almost a fortnight 
ago, has at last been published. The panel has found allegations 
of war crimes to be credible and has admitted the UN failed to 
act to protect civilians, despite knowing about the high civilian 
casualty rate. The panel has also recommended an international 
independent inquiry into war crimes in Sri Lanka. 
 
Today tens of thousands of Tamils are missing. Up to 14,000 
Tamils, including 500 children, have been held for the past two 
years in secret prisons; no one knows if they are alive. The Tamil 
homeland in the north is under military occupation and forced 
resettlement of Sinhalese families is taking place, changing the 
demography of the region. 
 
After Rwanda, the world said "never again". But in early 2009, 
what happened to the Tamils was far worse. Not only did the 
UN fail to act to stop the persecution of Tamil civilians - it was 
complicit. 
 
Dr Sam Pari is a spokeswoman for the Australian Tamil 
Congress 

Emerging truth about UN failure in Sri Lanka      

Sydney Morning Herald- Dr Sam Pari–April 28 2011 

http://tamiljustice.com/2011/04/27/tamil-op-ed-piece-in-mainstream-australian-newspaper/
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/Sri_Lanka/POE_Report_Full.pdf
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Public Relations Team’s Achievement 

Gillard urged to back Sri Lanka war crimes probe 
Tue Apr 26, 2011 11:47pm AEST  

 

The UN report finds fault with both the Sri Lankan 
government and the Tamil Tigers. (Reuters: Sri Lankan 
military) 
 
An Australian Tamil community group has urged the 
Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister to join calls 
for an international inquiry into alleged war crimes in 
Sri Lanka.  
A United Nations report has accused the Sri Lankan 
government and Tamil separatists of killing tens of 
thousands of civilians in the final months of the war in 
2009. 
 
The UN has recommended a probe into whether war 
crimes charges should be laid in relation to the civil 
war. 
 
Sam Pari from the Australian Tamil Congress says Brit-
ain and the United States have called for months for an 
independent investigation. 
She says the group has previously asked former prime 
minister Kevin Rudd to take stronger diplomatic action 
against Sri Lanka. 
 
"Show some leadership and to speak out; to put pres-
sure on Sri Lanka to stop shelling and killing Tamil 
civilians, and yet Australia remains very quiet," she said. 
"Now Mr Rudd is our foreign minister and it gives him 
an opportunity to finally speak up and show some lead-
ership when it comes to human rights abuses in the 
Asia-Pacific region." 
 
The Australian Tamil Congress says there should be 
sanctions on Sri Lanka if it refuses to allow an interna-
tional inquiry into its final assault on Tamil separatists. 

 
Ms Pari hopes Ms Gillard will raise the issue with Sri 
Lanka's president, Mahinda Rajapaksa, before the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in 
Perth later this year.  
"We hope that Australia will put stronger pressure on 
Sri Lanka and say 'If you do not allow independent 
international investigators into the island, then we will 
impose trade sanctions and travel bans on your offi-
cials', and hopefully this way the president of Sri Lanka 
will be stopped from coming to Australia in the first 
place," she said. 
The UN report finds fault with both the Sri Lankan 
government and the Tamil Tigers, but suggests the 
government was responsible for most of the deaths. 
Sri Lanka's government however has angrily rejected 
the UN report, saying it is "biased and fraudulent".  
Lakshman Hulugalle from Sri Lanka's ministry of de-
fence told the ABC's Asia Pacific the UN report lacks 
credibility. 
 
"This is a panel appointed by the secretary-general of 
the UN in his personal capacity, and this is not a UN-
appointed panel, first of all," he said. 
"And the panel's recommendations and details - the 
government of Sri Lanka totally rejects. There was no 
shelling of civilians." 
 
An estimated 330,000 people were trapped between the 
two sides as they fought fiercely in the last months of 
the long war in 2009. 
The battles between the government and the Tamil 
Tiger separatists lasted almost three decades, but it was 
in the final five months that the UN says some of the 
worst atrocities against civilians occurred.  
The report accuses the Tamil Tigers of using civilians 
as human shields and says thousands of others were 
killed by indiscriminate artillery shelling by the govern-
ment.  
 
Sri Lanka had asked the UN not to publish these find-
ings, but the UN went ahead anyway, even though the 
report criticised the UN itself for not doing more to 
protect civilians. 
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Make a Difference- Sign the Fax Campaign to Prime 

Minister and Foreign Minister 

Australian Law makers to follow the lead of their col-

leagues in US and UK and that of the International Human 

Rights advocacy organisations to openly call for an inde-

pendent international investigation into war crimes com-

mitted in Sri Lanka.  

 

Let's show our collective strength.  

"Rebuilding confidence and trust (within Sri Lanka) requires a de-

termined effort for accountability for past crimes by all parties to the 

conflict" - Emeritus Bishop Desmond Tutu.  

 

Thank you.  

Regards,  

Australian Tamil Congress  

This campaign is initiated by Australian Tamil Congress 

Australian Tamils call for an independent international investigation in-
to war crimes in Sri Lanka 

Click 

here   

The United Nations (UN) has 

released a much-anticipated 

report by the Secretary Gen-

eral's Panel of Experts on ac-

countability in the final stages 

of the war.  
 

An impartial inquiry is the only means to make the 

failed state of Sri Lanka uphold justice and equality, 

and bring peace and closure to all who call this 

once prosperous land home.  

 

Australia's silence on this issue and the soft and 

friendly diplomatic approach towards Sri Lanka is 

no longer tenable.  

 

We need to give a collective voice in calling on the 

It is two years since the civil war ended in Sri 
Lanka between the majority Sinhalese govern-
ment in Colombo and the Tamil minority strug-
gling for autonomy in their north-east home-
land. 
 
The Tamils were crushed by overwhelming, undis-
criminating firepower that rained down on them 
from the Sinhalese air force and ranks of artillery. 
 
Only when the guns fell silent were civilians separat-
ed from soldiers. The former were herded into large-
ly known concentration camps while the fate of the 
latter is still unknown. 
 
The entire Tamil population of the north-east was 
caught up in the conflict. According to the Catholic 
bishop of Mannar, the Rt Revd Rayappu Joseph, 
almost 150,000 Tamil men, women and children 
remain unaccounted for - still missing after two years 

and feared dead - and almost all of them civilians. 
 
This humanitarian disaster happened under the presiden-
cy and family rule of Mahinda Rajapakse in Colombo, 
while Kevin Rudd was Prime Minister of Australia. 
 
Mr Rudd was, and remains, silent about these well-
attested civilian atrocities in Sri Lanka, even though our 
two countries are fellow members of the Commonwealth 
and play cricket together. In the meantime, Rudd has 
developed a passion for civilians in Libya, to the extent 
of vociferously calling on the West to engage in military 
action to protect them from the brutalities of their dicta-
tor, Colonel Muammar Gaddafi. 
 
However, when Rajapakse was dropping cluster-bombs 
on Tamil civilians in 2008-09, Mr Rudd said nothing 
about Sri Lanka's flouting of United Nations rules of war 
. 

More 

SRI LANKA: Kevin Rudd silent on the plight of the Tamils 
by Dr John Whitehall  News Weekly, 16 April 2011 

http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/special-announcements/170-australian-tamils-calls-for-an-independent-international-investigation-into-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka-.html
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/special-announcements/170-australian-tamils-calls-for-an-independent-international-investigation-into-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka-.html
http://tamiljustice.com/australia-campaigns-2011/australia-call-for-independent-international-investigation-into-war-crimes/
http://www.newsweekly.com.au/articles/2011apr16_cover4.html
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Public Relations Team’s report 

This month, with the release of the much anticipat-

ed United Nations Panel of Experts report on 

war crimes in Sri Lanka, the Australian Tamil Con-

gress Public Relations team focused on the getting 

the Tamil point of view to the general public.  

 

ATC did a press release, and was first interviewed 

by The Wire following the initially leaking of the 

report. With the full report finally being published, 

the number of media outlets seeking ATC's opin-

ion soared. Several radio stations' news bulletins 

regularly ran our interviews, ATC was interviewed 

by The Australian newspaper, by ABC Radio 

National's PM Program, quoted in ABC News, 

appeared on ABC TV Lateline Program and SBS 

TV News.  

 

However, ATC's biggest achievement to-date has 

been the acceptance and publication of the ATC 

spokesperson's opinion piece in the Sydney Morn-

ing Herald (and subsequently The Age, WA To-

day and National Times). The Tamil perspective 

has finally been given a forum and the hard work 

of so many individuals to make our voice heard is 

seeing some light.  

 

It must be noted that ATC PR and political teams have 

been working non-stop to keep the Sri Lankan war 

crimes issue in the agenda of our politicians and policy 

makers. ATC regularly meets and updates Australian 

politicians on these issues and as a result the issue has 

been discussed in Australian Federal Parliament.  

 

It must be remembered that ATC has also assisted in the 

work conducted by the UN Expert Panel by collecting 

and submitting eye witness reports. ATC is still con-

tinuing to collect such evidence in the hope that they 

may be submitted in the near future when an internation-

al independent investigation takes place.  

 

Whilst the volunteers in various teams within ATC are 

working tirelessly, it has to be understood collective ac-

tion is needed in order to achieve any meaningful 

change. And for that, we need the co-operation and ac-

tive participation of you, the member. We encourage you 

to send emails to your Federal Member of Parliament 

and Senator, urging them to push our Prime Minister to 

call for an independent international investigation into 

war crimes in Sri Lanka. We also urge you to participate 

in the online campaign we are conducting on this issue. 

Dear ATC Team 

SMH Article 

A lot of appreciative and 

proud Tamils will be walking 

around the streets of the 

world today to call it a major 

breakthrough into the Aus-

tralian media would be an 

understatement. 

Well done .. 

Comments and Appreciation From Members  

“Many are stubborn in pursuit 
of the path they have chosen, 
few in pursuit of the goal. 
(Friedrich Nietzsche (German 
classical Scholar, Philosopher 
and Critic of culture, 1844-
1900.) 
  
Well done PR team in their pur-
suit of the goal! 

Dear ATC 

I would like to thank you for all 

your hard work in fighting for 

justice. Your quick media re-

sponse and campaigns are a 

prime example of ATC‟s dedica-

tion. I have hope now. Good 

luck and keep up the great spirit. 

Well done in bringing our issue to 

the forefront 

 

http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/Sri_Lanka/POE_Report_Full.pdf
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/press-release/162-for-immediate-release-on-18-april-2011.html
http://www.thewire.org.au/daydetail.aspx?SearchDay=2011-04-20
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/un-tells-of-sri-lankan-carnage/story-e6frg6so-1226045228695
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2011/s3200708.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/pm/content/2011/s3200708.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2011/04/26/3200786.htm?section=justin
http://www.abc.net.au/lateline/content/2011/s3200829.htm
http://player.sbs.com.au/naca/#/naca/wna/Latest/playlist/Sri-Lankan-war-crimes-probe/
http://player.sbs.com.au/naca/#/naca/wna/Latest/playlist/Sri-Lankan-war-crimes-probe/
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/emerging-truth-about-un-failure-in-sri-lanka-20110427-1dwmz.html
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/emerging-truth-about-un-failure-in-sri-lanka-20110427-1dwmz.html
http://www.theage.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/emerging-truth-about-un-failure-in-sri-lanka-20110427-1dwmz.html
http://www.watoday.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/emerging-truth-about-un-failure-in-sri-lanka-20110427-1dwmz.html?from=smh_ft
http://www.watoday.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/emerging-truth-about-un-failure-in-sri-lanka-20110427-1dwmz.html?from=smh_ft
http://www.nationaltimes.com.au/opinion/society-and-culture/emerging-truth-about-un-failure-in-sri-lanka-20110427-1dwmz.html
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/component/content/article/4-atc/157-australian-mps-discuss-sri-lankan-war-crimes-in-federal-parliament.html
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/special-announcements/134-australian-tamil-congress-to-collect-evidence-of-war-crimes.html
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/special-announcements/134-australian-tamil-congress-to-collect-evidence-of-war-crimes.html
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/special-announcements/170-australian-tamils-calls-for-an-independent-international-investigation-into-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka-.html
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Western Australia Chapter Report 

The Human Rights dinner in Perth was organized by the 
WA chapter of the Australian Tamil Congress (ATC 
WA) on the 9th of April in the civic hall of the Melville 
City Council. 

 

The Dinner was attended by politicians and members of 
of te wider community. The following WA state parlia-
mentarians attended the dinner: 

Ben Wyatt, MLA Shadow Minister for Education. 
Kate Doust, MLC, Deputy Leader in the Legislative 
Council, Shadow Minister for Energy, Science and Inni-
vation. 
Bill Johnston, MLA, Labour Spokesperson for Emerg-
ing Industries. 
Rita Saffioti MLA. 

Also well over hundred members and well wishers of 
the ATC WA.  

The President of the chapter Mr Rajan Vadivelu wel-
comed all those present and thanked them for their 
presence. It was a grand get together of the like minded. 

The President invited the Chairman of the ATC, Prof 
Rajeswaran to say a few words on the subject of the 
Dinner.  It was a short but thought provoking speech by 
the Chairman. 

 The Chairman took those present to the pre colonial 
era when the Tamils of the Island of Sri Lanka like their 
Sinhala counterparts enjoyed Self Rule.  The Portu-
guese and the Dutch ruled the Tamils and Sinhalese sep-
arately but the British combined them as one for the 
ease of administration and handed over as such to the 

Sinhalese in 1948 which was the starting point of Sinha-
la domination of Tamils. The Human rights of Tamils 
has been violated ever since by the Sinhalese and in the 
war that ended in May 2009, many governments sup-
ported the Government of Sri Lanka in Human Rights 
Violation of the Tamils so much so that Tamils suffered 
more than any other Nation in the world. 

 

Though the war was conducted without any witness, 
modern technology including satellite imaging has pro-
vided ample evidence of the Human Right Violations of 
the Tamils which the vested interests have tried to hide.  
The number killed in the last months was underestimat-
ed even by the UN as 7000 but subsequently raised to 
40,000 by an Australian UN official who served in Co-
lombo during the war. A renowned Sinhala politician 
has estimated the number killed to be over 100,000.  
That figure stands to reason when questions are now 
being asked as to what happened to the 150,000 missing 
based on the population of the  War Zone in October 
2008 and the number that were directed to the intern-
ment camps by the Government of Sri Lanka. Finding 
answers to these questions and getting the winners to 
pay reparations to the conquered and not merely feed-
ing the dyeing constitute the essence of Human Rights. 

 

The thought provoking speech of the Chairman was 
followed by a fine performance on the guitar by Mr 
Raman Kuppusamy and that music was certainly help-
ing the above thoughts to be digested while tasting the 
Dinner that followed. 

Human Rights Dinner in Perth 
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New South Wales Chapter Activities 

Political work 

With the release of the UN Expert Panel report NSW 

political team has been busy contacting the parliamentar-

ians we are in contact with to raise the issue and request-

ing their support in calling for an Independent Interna-

tional Inquiry in War Crimes in Sri Lanka. 

Census 2011 

NSW team has been in consultation with ABS regarding 

the Census 2011 and continues to engage with wider 

community groups to have one message for our Tamil 

Community to make  our community  count. 

We will promote in the coming weeks. 

Details are in the article on Census 2011. 

 

 

Census 2011 
Making Your Community Count 

 
ATC representatives have been working on the 

upcoming Census 2011 for the past few months 

with ongoing consultation with The Australian Bu-

reau of Statistics (ABS) to come up with strategies 

to have an accurate representation of Tamils living 

in Australia. 

We are also in consultation with other activists in 

each state to launch this campaign successfully to 

our community‟s benefit. 

 

Why is it important to identify ourselves as 

Tamils?  

Lobbying 

According to the 2006 Census data Tamils living in 

Australia were approximately 8000. This was be-

cause we as a community did not answer some rel-

evant questions to indicate we belong to the Tamil 

community. 

This has been a set back and a hurdle for our 

political lobbying work and we had to work hard 

to refute the numbers. 

One such example is the view expressed by Sri 

Lankan Support Group in Australia to the Depart-

ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

 

Community Benefits 

When the census accurately reflects our commu-

nity we can be successful in obtaining our share 

of allocation of community housing, language 

school grants etc. 

. 
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Unity, Survival and Destination 

By: Ram Mohan 

Unity, Survival and Destination are three key concepts 
in any struggle and more certainly in Eelam National 
Liberation. 

Unity is necessary but not sufficient or even counterpro-
ductive without a clearly defined objective to achieve. 
The objective should relate to both survival and destina-
tion as well as to the linkage between the two. 

The Destination for all Eelam Tamils is the Recognition 
of the Right of Self Determination although there could 
be differences in how to exercise that Right. 

Survival and Destination are interdependent as one can-
not exist without the other. Normalcy in desirable terms 
is not possible without the recognition of the Right of 
Self Determination. Right of Self determination cannot 
be exercised without some degree of Normalcy which is 
essential for Survival.  

Considering the ground reality in Homeland and the 
ground reality of the Diaspora environment, it is not 
surprising that the former concentrates in Survival while 
the latter concentrates in the Destination. If the underly-
ing unity between Survival and Destination is under-
stood, then it is easy to build up the wider Unity based 
on the broader perspective. Then it will be easy to un-
derstand the complementary nature of the Homeland 
Tamils and the Diaspora Tamils. 

Once the complementary nature of the Homeland Tam-
ils and the Diaspora Tamils is understood, the disruptive 
forces of GOSL and its foreign partners as well as their 
agents will not be able to break the links between the 
Diaspora and the Homeland Tamils. 

Due to the Terrorising Nature of the occupation forces 
and the paramilitaries and the hostile attitude of the 
GOSL as well as the indifferent to hostile attitude of the 
foreign powers who conducted the war, the Homeland 
Tamils are forced to concentrate in survival struggle 
though experience teaches them that even the survival 
struggle cannot survive without an environment pushing 
for the Destination which can only be provided by the 
Diaspora Tamils. This does not confer any leadership 
role to the Diaspora nor the right to form any govern-
ment which at best can be described as an illusion. 

The Diaspora Tamils and the Homeland Tamils in their 
collective capacities as well as in their individual capaci-
ties should concentrate in performing tasks which they 
can do best for moving towards the Destination and this 
structural unity is the highest form of unity. More than 
the Tamils, it seems that the GOSL and its foreign part-
ner Establishments have understood the importance of 

this structural unity if one looks at the scale and inten-
sity of their attacks on the Diaspora probably in the 
belief that they have finished the Homeland Tamils. 
One simple formula for us is to do the opposite of 
what the enemy wants to. 

The world of the Enemy has moved from Globalised 
Capital to Globalised Establishments and naturally the 
World Establishments will support GOSL, though we 
can expect empathy from the youngest Establish-
ments. We can also expect to make use of contradic-
tions among the Establishments if we can develop 
strong Solidarity and alliances with other oppressed 
Nations without State and oppressed peoples in gen-
eral. 

In order to make use of contradictions among Estab-
lishments we should not allow ourselves to be at-
tached to any Establishment or group of Establish-
ments. Such attachment will end up in our being taken 
for granted by those whom we support and as on the 
opposite side by others. We should maintain relation-
ships with everyone and enjoy support from wherever 
it comes. The case of East Timor is a good example. 
They had a foot in China before the Liberation and 
that forced the other powers to support East Timor 
resulting in East Timor‟s independence. Just few days 
ago, when it was known that East Timor is developing 
Naval relationship with China, The SBS (TV) corre-
spondent asked the President of East Timor why such 
a relationship was not developed with Australia. The 
reply was prompt: For years we had been negotiating 
and Australia took us for granted and did nothing. 
Now, after China is helping us unconditionally, Aus-
tralia is trying to make offers which will be considered 
accordingly. 

The Diaspora should concentrate on exposing how 
the War on Eelam Tamils was conducted without wit-
ness by the International Alliance and how the Inter-
national Alliance is concentrating on sharing the spoils 
of war WITHOUR CARING for the survival of the 
defeated and conquered people. This is the most ef-
fective way of helping the Homeland Tamils to sur-
vive as the Diaspora does not have the resources to do 
this and even any limited help will be robbed by 
GOSL. It is NOTEWORTHY that the “Leaked” Re-
port by Panel appointed by Ban Ki Moon demands 
“Reparations to Victims by the Victors”. So WHY 
NOT WE ?  At the same time the Diaspora should 
relentlessly campaign for the Recognition of the Right 
of Self Determination of Eelam Tamils as that is the 
guarantee of desirable Normalcy. 

The Homeland Tamils and their leadership should 
work hard for survival without worrying about half 
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Unity, Survival and Destination 
way political solutions like the dead 13th amendment. 
Their Survival is very crucial for the exercise of the Right 
of Self Determination. Survival struggle will naturally call 
for the withdrawal of the Occupation Forces. In addition 
all concerned should encourage the development of grass 
root organizations in the Homeland as such organizations 
can develop without being noticed by the occupation 
forces or the allied paramilitaries. 

While the Diaspora Campaign will always be peaceful as 
this will be more of convincing our Natural Allies, wheth-
er the struggles in the Homeland will be peaceful or not 
will depend on how the Enemy is continuing his occupa-
tion and oppression. The oppressed peoples never resort 
to violence unless the oppression takes a violent form of 
Coercion. Coercion needs not to be physical.  The 6th 
Amendment is the biggest Coercion .Those who want to 
avoid another armed struggle including Tamil Leaders 
should call for the Repeal of the 6th Amendment.  

 

In a world where the old Imperialism transformed into Glob-
alised Capital and again transformed into Globalised Estab-
lishments, our struggle cannot be carried in Isolation. This is 
where Solidarity and Alliance with our Natural Allies become 
important. Further we should ANTICIPATE Global Devel-
opments and Geopolitics. The struggles going on in our re-
gion is more important and we should tune ourselves to these 
struggles particularly in India and this is where unity with 
Tamils of Tamilnadu counts. 

 

We should not work to any arbitrary Time Table as the antici-
pated developments have no Time frame but only Cause and 
effect frame. History may move faster than we anticipate. 
Only guiding principle will be fight against oppression any-
where helps the oppressed everywhere as the Enemy is glob-
alised and united as we have seen in the Iraq wars, War in 
Afghanistan, Eelam War and now even in Libya.   

The views expressed are those of the author and do 

not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

 

South Australia Chapter Activities 

SA Chapter over the last couple of months has been fully fo-
cussed on Humanitarian Work because of arrival of asylum 
seekers and to a lesser extent on Political Work. As a small 
State, our survival and success depends on finding unity in 
diversity and working with other groups. This model helped us 
to work jointly with Ceylon Tamil Association (CTA) in politi-
cal and humanitarian work and in cultural activities we work 
with Adelaide Tamil Association (ATA) too, made up of Indian 
nationals. 

Political Work 

Our political work has been to keep in contact with all eleven 
parliamentarians and twelve senators of South Australia, elec-
tronically. We frequently send news briefs on political matters 
and special cases for example when Mr Sumanthiran MP  visit-
ed, we contacted via telephone.. We have established contact 
with Senator Sarah Hanson-Young; we will meet her before 
she goes to Sri Lanka with other parliamentarians and we will 
provide her with sufficient material to prepare her for the in-
tended visit. 

Humanitarian Work 

1 )We have been working with asylum seekers by interacting 
with detainees at Inverbrackie detention centre at Adelaide 
Hills, providing them with their requirements, in particular, 
religious need by conducting a monthly prayer meeting with a 
Hindu priest. Also, other special needs clothing etc. are looked 
after with community support and we have a special fund 
raised from voluntary contributions. 

 

We also follow up with them when they are released into 
the “community detention” by making them interact with 
our community members. Most of them are sent interstate; 
we keep regular contact with them too and get interstate 
Tamil community members to assist them in the new place 
of residence. We have been successful in our efforts. 

 
2) We keep in touch with DIAC, MRC and met by a State 
politician on her initiative; to help with the needs of the 
asylum seekers, newly arrived skilled immigrants etc. Our 
in te rac t ions  have  been very  produc t ive . 
 
3) We encourage individuals to directly contribute to Chari-
ties in Sri Lanka, as well as assist in fund raising by CTA to 
be sent to Charities in Sri Lanka. Some of our members 
directly made contribution to QLD relief fund.  We are 
also working on a project to help in the nursing education 
of Tamils in Sri Lanka, considering sensitive nature of the 
project, an independent group is working and the possibil-
ity of getting WHO and Aus-Aid funding is promising.  

Remembrance week 

We have organized two events one at the temple on 20 
May 2011, where we will have special pooja for the depart-
ed souls and related program. We may also ask the Chris-
tian community to conduct a special service, date to be 
finalized. On the 21 May 2011, we will undertake a com-
munity project and plant trees at a nature reserve to com-
memorate the event, a similar event was held last year too. 
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Report of  the UNSG’s panel of  experts on accountability in 

Sri Lanka - Executive Summary  

Report in full 

Allegations found credible by the UN Panel 

The Panel‟s determination of credible allegations reveals a 

very different version of the final stages of the war than 

that maintained to this day by the Government of Sri 

Lanka. The Government says it pursued a "humanitarian 

rescue operation" with a policy of "zero civilian casual-

ties". In stark contrast, the Panel found credible allega-

tions, which if proven, indicate that a wide range of seri-

ous violations of international humanitarian law and inter-

national human rights law were committed both by the 

Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE, some of which 

would amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Indeed, the conduct of the war represented a grave assault 

on the entire regime of international law designed to pro-

tect individual dignity during both war and peace. 

Specially the Panel found credible allegations associated 

with the final stages of the war. Between September 2008 

and 19 May 2009, the Sri Lanka Army advanced its mili-

tary campaign into the Vanni using large-scale and wide-

spread shelling causing large numbers of civilian deaths. 

This campaign constituted persecution of the population 

of the Vanni. Around 330,000 civilians were trapped into 

an ever decreasing area, fleeing the shelling but kept hos-

tage by the LTTE. The Government sought to intimidate 

and silence the media and other critics of the war through 

a variety of threats and actions, including the use of white 

vans to abduct and to make people disappear. 

The Government shelled on a large scale in three consec-

utive No Fire Zones, where it had encouraged the civilian 

population to concentrate, even after indicating that it 

would cease the use of heavy weapons. It shelled the 

United Nations hub, food distribution lines and near 

the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

ships that were coming to pick up the wounded and 

their relatives from the beaches. It shelled in spite of its 

knowledge of the impact, provided by its own intelli-

gence systems and through notification by the United 

Nations, the ICRC and others. Most civilian casualties 

in the final phases of the war were caused by Govern-

ment shelling. 

The Government systematically shelled hospitals on the 

frontlines. All hospitals in the Vanni were hit by mor-

tars and artillery, some of them were hit repeatedly, de-

spite the fact that their locations were well-known to 

the Government. The Government also systematically 

deprived people in the conflict zone of humanitarian 

aid, in the form of food and medical supplies, particu-

larly surgical supplies, adding to their suffering. To this 

end, it purposely underestimated the number of civil-

ians who remained in the conflict zone. Tens of thou-

sands lost their lives from January to May 2009, many 

of whom died anonymously in the carnage of the final 

few days. 

The Government subjected victims and survivours of 

the conflict to further deprivation and suffering after 

they left the conflict zone. Screening for suspected 

LTTE took place without any transparency or external 

scrutiny. Some of those who were separated were sum-

marily executed, and some of the women may have 

been raped. Others disappeared, as recounted by their 

wives and relatives during the LLRC hearings. All IDPs 

were detained in closed camps. Massive overcrowding 

led to terrible conditions, breaching the basic social and 

economic rights of the detainees, and many lives were 

lost unnecessarily. Some persons in the camps were 

interrogated and subjected to torture. Suspected LTTE 

cadres were removed to other facilities, with no contact 

with the outside world, under conditions that made 

them vulnerable of further abuses. 

 

More 

 

 

 

http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/Sri_Lanka/POE_Report_Full.pdf
http://www.warwithoutwitness.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=320
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 UK, US behind UNSG’s War Crimes Report 

The Island-by Shamindra Ferdinando 

April 24, 2011, 9:02 pm 

Contrary to the UPFA government accusing UNSG Ban Ki-
moon over the hotly disputed „war crimes‟ report, exclusively 
revealed by The Island, the UK and US are widely believed to 
be behind the sordid operation, now gathering momentum, 
with the Global Tamil Forum (GTF), pushing for an inde-
pendent war crimes probe. 

Sources told The Island that the Global Tamil Forum (GTF), 
which had been pushing for an international war crimes probe 
targeting Sri Lanka, had the backing of both British and US 
political establishments, to pursue its campaign. Sources said 
that the UNSG had acted against Sri Lanka at the behest of 
the two UN Security Council members, who facilitated the 
operations undertaken by the GTF on behalf of the Tamil 
Diaspora. 

Global Tamil Forum in the media 

Aljazeera interview with Suren Surendiran (GTF 
spokesperson) - April 25, 2011 (prior to the UN 
release) 
 

Sunday Leader interview with Father Emmanuel -

Sunday, April 24, 2011  

The Sunday Leader's Faraz Shauketaly spoke to Head of 

the Global Tamil Forum, Father Emmanuel, asking him 

to comment on the UN Advisory Panel Report. Ex-

cerpts:  

Q:  What is your reaction to the UN Advisory Panel's 

report to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon? 

A: We have seen a leaked report. We are at the first 

stage. It is an opportunity to find out the truth and to 

start a process of true reconciliation. The Report advises 

that an enquiry be held to hold both the Sri Lankan 

Government and the Tigers accountable. There has been 

a lot of emotional reaction from both sides - the Sri 

Lanka government and the Tamils. We Tamils of course 

welcome the report as being an objective one. It is an 

attempt to find out and bring out the truth so that jus-

tice can be done and a true reconciliation process can 

begin.  

Q: Do you think that a report such as this could be det-

rimental to the reconciliation process? 

A: A true reconciliation process begins with finding out 

the truth. The Sri Lankan government has also said that 

it can be detrimental. Knowing the truth as far as we 

can is the start so that a real reconciliation process can 

start. Justice includes accountability on both sides and 

we are all for reconciliation that's what we all want.  

Q: Some say that by asking for this type of enquiry 

and reports, it is a case of sour grapes because the 

Tigers lost the battle. What do you say about that? 

A: It is true that the battle was lost but that is not the 

end. Despite signs of victory euphoria there has been 

no signs of a real reconciliation process that includes 

justice and accountability. The people in the war 

zones are still suffering, the names of those under 

incarceration have not been released, there is coloni-

sation going on - so the real reconciliation is not 

there.  Full Interview  

Listen to Interview 

Radio Interview with Father Emmanuel, Suren 

Surendiran—Canadian Thamil Radio  

Father Emmanuel - President, GTF 

 Listen to Interview 

Suren Surendiran - Spokesperson, GTF 

Listen to Interview 

http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2011/04/24/%E2%80%98all-sides-must-be-investigated-for-real-reconciliation-to-begin%E2%80%99/
lishttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VS1fqMiLPuE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jt4BoXSGxK4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fEvXIxtDMw
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Global Tamil Forum  



In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

“Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace”                            

Mission 

“The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ”                            

Objective 

“As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through „Collective Global Tamil‟ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‟ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ” 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 

mailto:newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com

