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They went to the battle field 
Never afraid to die 
Brave soldiers they were 

They did it for you and I 

 

The glory of Thamil Eelam 

Was their unwavering single goal 
Defending their Motherland 
Was in their very soul 
 
Possessed of both integrity and discipline 
Absolute mastery of skill and mind 
Trained by a Phenomenal, True Leader 
A superior class of Freedom Fighters, they are a rare 
find 
 
They shed their sacred blood 
To save us from tears 
So that we may live and give our sweat 
For Thamil Eelam‘s future years 
 
Never flinching if the tide turned 
Never faltering, that‘s why never spumed 
Men and Women of valour they were 
Never retreating with their backs turned 
 
They had sworn an oath and lived by that oath 
They were not mercenaries, hired to kill 
Try as they did the enemy could not break them 
Acclaimed as Martyrs they were known, for their un-
shakable will , They had dreams not selfish whims 
They fell, so that we could rise all at once 

From slavery to freedom, From depravation to ample  

abundance  

If you are a Thamilan 

Worthy of your great race 

You would know that they have been 

Our only real saving grace 

 

They are the sustaining spirit 

Behind every courageous battle 

They give us strength and it‘s our strength 

That will carry us through the freedom struggle 

 

18,743 and counting of our finest  Men and Women 

Of unmatched bravery and unparalleled courage 

Our Best tribute to them is not only to worship their 

memorials, But keep the torch burning and incessantly 

carry their message 

 

By their selfless dedication, for justice for their people 

They have made the ultimate sacrifice ever 

They did not die, but have transcended death 

And have found a place in the people‘s hearts, as the  

Greatest heroes ever 

 

When Freedom is won and Thamil Eelam is proclaimed 

When we sit down to think and assess 

In the final analysis, it would be said 

That the Maveerar were the bulwark, the pillars of our 

hard fought success. 

 

Courtesy –Tamil Canadian-November 27, 2006 

The above article was sent by a member to Murasu 
The views expressed are those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 
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Human Rights Forum at Australian Federal  

Parliament House 

The Australian Tamil Congress 
Public Relations team, in partnership 
with the Political team organised a 
human rights forum in November at 
the Australian Federal Parliament 
House, Canberra. 
  
The objective of the forum was to 
give an insight into the ground reali-
ties in Sri Lanka and the need for 
Australia to follow suite with the Brit-
ish Prime Minister in calling for an 
independent international investiga-
tion into alleged war crimes in Sri 
Lanka. The speakers also highlighted 
the colonization and land grabbing 

schemes taking place and the lack of resettlement of 
Tamil. 
  
A detailed information pack was prepared by the ATC 
PR team and was distributed to every attendee.  
 
The forum was a great success with Members of Parlia-
ment, Senators, senior government officials from De-
partment of Immigration and Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Professors of Law, human rights activists and 
media personnel attending the event. This is a testament 
to the trust, respect and value they give the ATC and 
what we have to contribute to their knowledge on the 
Sri Lanka. It is also a reflection that the ATC has now 
become the trusted representative of the Australian 
Tamils community. This is especially important in light 
of the good turnout given the busy and volatile nature 
of a minority government in Parliament. 
  
Many of the attendees were new to the issue and had 
not attended previous forums or ATC events.  
 
Feedback received from attendees has been very en-
couraging. Many were especially impressed by the quali-
ty of substance and the neutrality of our sources of in-
formation.  
 
This is a great achievement and is sure to be one of our 

most successful events. We hope that our elected repre-

sentatives and others who attended the forum will make 

the most of the knowledge and insight they have gained 

from the event, and ATC‘s hard work in organising this 

forum will bring some justice in the long run for the 

Tamil people  

Human Right Forum on 17 November 2010 at the Federal Parlia-

ment House 
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Human Rights Forum...cont 

Speakers at the Human Rights Forum at the Federal Parliament House 

Public Relations Team’s Report 
This month has been immensely busy for the ATC PR 
team. 
 
At the beginning of the month, the ATC PR team used 
the opportunity created by the Sri Lankan cricket 
team‘s tour of Australia to create awareness of the on-
going human rights emergency in Sri Lanka. The ATC 
PR team joined hands with the University of Sydney‘s 
Sri Lanka Human Rights Project, run by the Centre for 
Peace and Conflict Studies at the university. A joint 
press release titled ―Sri Lanka – Let in an independent 
umpire‖ was issued calling for Sri Lanka to be banned 
from the International Cricket Council because of the 
island‘s ongoing human rights emergency. Prof. Jake 
Lynch of the Sri Lanka Human Rights Project was in-
terviewed on radio and Dr. Sam Pari published an opin-
ion editorial piece on ABC Unleashed titled ―If Zimba-
bwe, why not Sri Lanka?‖. 
 
Press Release . 2ser radio, ABC-Unleashed 
 
On 10 November, Al Jazeera released a report on fur-
ther photographic evidence emerging of alleged war 
crimes in Sri Lanka. Al Jazeera interviewed Dr. Sam 
Pari of ATC – a sign of recognition of ATC‘s work 
internationally. Al Jazeera 
 
On 11 November, the Australian High Court ruled that 
two Tamils refugees being held in Christmas Island 
who had their claims of asylum rejected were processed 
unfairly under Australian law because of our offshore 
processing system.  

This ruling meant that those being detained in offshore 
facilities such as in Christmas Island now have access 
to the same appeal process as refugees on the main-
land who are having their claims reviewed. The ATC 
PR team in partnership with ATC‘s National Coordi-
nator for Refugees and Migrant settlement, Dr. Bala 
Vigneswaran has written a letter to all lawyers and ad-
vocates who worked closely on this case to 
acknowledge their hard work. ATC was interviewed by 
Australian media and international media on this 
issue. 
http://tamiljustice.com/2010/11/12/atc-in-the-media-23/ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJObPbaKoww 

During the week, ATC PR representatives from the 
NSW team attended the ―Educating for Human 
Rights, Peace and Intercultural Dialogue‖ held at the 
University of Western Sydney. It was a great oppor-
tunity to meet eminent Australians, academics and lo-
cal and international human rights activists. 
 
However, despite these many activities, the two main 
projects which the PR team has been focusing on have 
been the war crimes project and the Human Rights 
forum at Australian Parliament House.  
 
On 2 November, the War Crimes Inquiry team an-
nounced that it would assist anyone wishing to pro-
vide any evidence of war crimes in Sri Lanka. 
War crime 
As always, the ATC PR team has been working very 
closely with the political team on several matters, in-
cluding war crimes in Sri Lanka, human rights in Sri 
Lanka and lobbying of politicians and policy makers.  

http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/images/stories/site/srilanka_press_release.pdf
http://2ser.podomatic.com/entry/index/2010-11-06T05_19_17-07_00
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/40790.html
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/atc-in-the-media/140--al-jazeera-interview-with-dr-sam-pari-10-nov-2010-.html
http://tamiljustice.com/2010/11/12/atc-in-the-media-23/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJObPbaKoww
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com/en/media/special-announcements/134-australian-tamil-congress-to-collect-evidence-of-war-crimes.html
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New South Wales Report 
Meeting with Peter Garrett- 3 November 2010 

 ATC representative had a meeting with the Minister for 

School Education, Early Childhood and Youth, 

The Hon, Peter Garrett at the electoral office in Manly. The 

objective of the meeting was to introduce ATC and its activi-

ties to the Minister and also to hold discussions on issues 

and concerns of Australian Tamils.  

 

The topics covered included:    

 The  root cause of asylum  seeking by Tamils from 

Sri Lanka 

  Current unsafe situation in Sri Lanka for the Tamil 

refugees to return home. 

 Human Rights forum and the need for Australia to 

support the call for an independent investigation into 

alleged war crimes in Sri Lanka. 

Minister Garrett showed keen interest to find out how Aus-

tralia‘s aid is benefiting the affected areas. He was receptive 

to suggestion that Australian aid could be used to start Aus-

tralian TAFE colleges and schools in North and East. 

 

STARTTS fundraiser-3 November 2010 

Several ATC representatives attended the Refugee Ball 2010 

organised by the Friends of STARTTS to raise funds for the 

STARTTS which does a great work in helping refugees to re-

cover from their experience of torture and trauma and  for 

them build new, safe and productive lives. 

Event was attended by Senator Sarah Hanson Young, Shadow 

Minister Scott Morrison, Ms Kate Lundy, MP-Parliament Sec-

retary for Multicultural affairs, Refugee Coordinator for Am-

nesty International Graham Thom and many other dignitaries 

from other major refugee network. 

It was a good opportunity for ATC representatives to network 

and introduce ATC‘s activities.  

ATC was one of four major sponsors of the events. With per-

sonal contributions from its members, ATC was able to donate 

shawls to the speakers at the event. 

ATC representatives also organised a dance performance by 

the group ―freedom‖ portraying the struggle and hardships 

experienced by the Tamils in Sri Lanka. The performance was 

Refugee Ball 2010– STARTTS funraiser 

―Freedom‖ -Tamil dance group at the Refugee Ba;l 

R
ig

h
t– S

en
ato

r S
ara H

an
so

n
 Y

o
u

n
g

  w
ith

 th
e

 

d
an

cers. L
e

ft: A
T

C
 o

n
e o

f th
e

 m
ajo

r sp
o

n
so

rs 



Page 5 Murasu Volume 2,  I ssue 11 

Meeting with Mr. Daryl Melham-Member of Parlia-

ment - 17 November 2010 

ATC political team representatives from NSW and Vic-

toria met with Banks Member of Parliament Mr. Daryl 

Melhem and briefed him on: 

 Brief overview of the issues faced by Tamils cov-

ering the period 1948 to date. 

 Current situation and concerns by Australian 

Tamils-Colonisation of Tamil areas and lack of 

political solution after the end of the war 

 Human rights violations in Sri Lanka and the need 

for Australia to support calls for independent en-

quiry into alleged war crimes and push for a politi-

cal solution.  

   ATC‘s advocacy work.   

We emphasised the need for Australia to play a pro-
active role in settling this long-standing conflict.  Mr. 
Melhem was impressed by what was articulated and ex-
pressed his understanding and sympathy towards our 
issues.  

“Open your hearts to refugees”- 20 November 2010 

Members of the wider Australian Community belonging to 

several churches and parishes organized a get together to 

raise awareness of the plight of refugees and to urge Aus-

tralians to open their hearts and welcome the refugees. 

ATC representative was invited to speak at the event. 

Tamil refugees who have received help by the parish were 

also invited to attend the get together. 

ATC representative spoke at the event highlighted the 

root cause of Tamils fleeing their homeland and gave a 

brief history of Tamil struggle.  Some personal experiences 

by Tamils were shared with the group. 

The event was attended by members of Parish church 

groups, priests and other concerned individuals. 

A positive outcome of the event was that some of the 

church groups that were not fully aware of the issues faced 

by Tamils in their home land, volunteered to assist Tamil 

refugees in Australia. 

 

New South Wales Report  cont…. 
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Public meeting- NSW Chapter 7 

November 2010 

NSW Committee organised a public 

meeting to engage with the Tamil 

Community to update on ATC activi-

ties and share ideas and opinions to 

enhance the performance of ATC. 

Dr N Gowripalan (Director 

NSW) ,Dr Bala Vigneswaran –

National Coordinator for Refugees, 

Mr. Lesly Gunaratnam (NSW Politi-

cal team Coordinator) ,Dr Sam Pari 

updated –Executive Officer Public 

Relations, Mr. Bala Sribalan, and Mr. 

Mano Manickavinayagam –President NSW provided 

an update on ATC‘s activities.  

 Question and Answer session was facilitated by NSW 

Treasurer Mr. A Nimalendran. 

The question and answer session gave a good oppor-

tunity for open discussion on current situation in Sri 

Lanka and some activities of ATC. 

 

Question and Answer session was facilitated by NSW 

Treasurer Mr. A Nimalendran. 

The question and answer session gave a good oppor-

tunity for open discussion on current situation in Sri 

Lanka and some activities of ATC. 
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On 18 October 2010 the United Nations issued the following notice: 

On 22 June 2010, the UN Secretary-General established a Panel of Experts to advise him on the issue of 

accountability with regard to alleged violations of international human rights and humanitarian law during 

the final stages of the conflict in Sri Lanka. The members of the Panel are Marzuki Darusman, Steven 

Ratner and Yasmin Sooka. The Panel officially began its work on 16 September 2010. 

The Panel will look into the modalities, applicable international standards and comparative experience 

with regard to accountability processes, taking into consideration the nature and scope of any alleged vio-

lations in Sri Lanka. The Panel advises the Secretary-General and is not an investigative or fact- finding 

body. 

Anyone wishing to make submissions in respect of the above may do so as follows: 

1. Organizations and individuals may make one written submission not exceeding ten pages, and must 

include the contact details for the author(s) of the submission. 

2. The Panel will receive submissions until 15 December 2010. 

3. Submissions may be sent to:  panelofexpertsregistry@un.org This e-mail address is being protected 

from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it  

4. Submissions made to the Panel of Experts will be treated as confidential. 

Further information may be solicited from the Panel‘s Secretariat at the following address:  panelofex-

pertsregistry@un.org This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled 

to view it .  

In Australia, the Australian Tamil Congress War Crimes Inquiry team will be cordinating this 

project.  

If you or anyone you know wishes to provide any evidence, please contact us on 1300 660 629 

(Australian callers) or +612 9423 4741 (overseas callers).   

Please note that all information regarding those seeking assistance will be treated as confiden-

tial.  

Kind regards,  

War Crimes Inquiry team,  

Australian Tamil Congress 

Australian Tamil Congress announcement 

on War Crimes Evidence Collection  
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Victorian Chapter Report 

The Sound of Silence 

Charity Photographic Exhibition 

The images of life in war-torn northern Sri Lanka 
were exhibited at a weekend charity exhibition held 
on 19 – 21 November 2010 in Melbourne. The exhi-
bition highlighted the ongoing after effects of the war 
that ended in May 2009. 

 

Shelley Morris, a humanitarian photographer based in 
Melbourne, spent three weeks in Vanni, the northern 
theatre of war in Sri Lanka, making a personal photo-
graphic documentary of the life and experience of the 
war survivors. “I was really both shocked and sad-
dened by what I saw and the stories that I 
heard….. Upon returning I felt compelled to 
raise the awareness of the needs of these people, 
and I feel it is important to advocate and raise 
awareness to others about their stories”, says 
Shelley. 

 

Off the Kerb Gallery that hosted the weekend event 
free of charge was jam-packed on the opening night. 
The Director, Shini Pararajasingham, said one of her 
life-time dreams had come true that day.  

 

Van Thanh Rudd, a humanitarian activist-cum-artist, 
was the guest speaker for the event. He commended 
the courage and commitment of the young photogra-
pher who risked her life so much in bringing out 
credible evidence of the thousands who are still si-
lently suffering 17 months after the end of war.  

Shelley in her opening speech said she wanted to find 
out for herself why hundreds of Tamils with families 

and children would want to get on rick-
ety boats to make perilous journeys to 
the Australian shores. Her visit to Vanni 
and engagement with the widows, or-
phans and elderly had made an emotion-
al connection with the people who are 
voiceless, lonely and helpless. Through 
highlighting their personal stories Shel-
ley hopes to raise the awareness of why 
Australia should not turn its back on 
political refugees but rather have a hu-
mane and accepting immigration policy. 

One of the photos (two lonely dilapi-

dated houses with no roof, doors or windows standing in 
a bare and abandoned stretch of land) was auctioned on 
the opening night fetching a price of $550. People from 
all walks of life, particularly young Australians, 
were queuing to study the notes and donate on Friday 
night. All sales and donations would be directed to devel-
opment projects in northern Sri Lanka.  

 

The ATC, Victorian Trades Hall Council, Australia-
Tamil Solidarity and the Medical Association for Preven-
tion of War endorsed the photo exhibition.  

 

The ATC is grateful to Shelley and all those who worked 
hard to make this truly inspiring event a great success. 

 

Shelly Morris at the  opening of the 

exhibition 
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If  Zimbabwe, why not Sri Lanka?  

 

 

 

As Aussie cricket fans, myself included, plan to gather 
today in pubs and in front of television screens to cheer 
for green and gold, I can‘t help but cringe at the team 
we are cheering against. 
 
Every time the Sri Lankans hit a six we ‗boo‘ in unison, 
but is there more that we should be ‗boo‘-ing about? 
Even still should we be playing cricket with a country 
accused of war crimes? 
 
Some may argue that one should not mix sports with 
politics. However, that is only a convenient bypass con-
sidering only a few years ago we boycotted a cricket 
tour of Zimbabwe, and our former foreign minister Al-
exander Downer even called for Zimbabwe to be 
banned from the International Cricket Council. 
 
So I ask: If Zimbabwe, why not Sri Lanka? 
 
In fact, for Sri Lanka, sports and politics seems to be 
very much intertwined - retired cricket captains, Sanath 
Jayasuriya and Arjuna Ranatunga have entered politics; 
Ajantha Mendis is in the Sri Lankan Armed Forces. 
 
Ranked 133 out of 149 (which is lower than Burma) in 
the 2010 Global Peace Index, Sri Lanka‘s human rights 
record is nothing to admire. 
 
Claiming last year to have won a 25 year civil war, the 
country‘s government has been riddled with allegations 
of complicity in war crimes, with Human Rights Watch, 
Amnesty International and the International Crisis 
Group repeatedly calling for an independent investiga-
tion. There has been video footage, photographic evi-
dence and even recordings of admissions by a Sri 
Lankan army commander and a frontline soldier of tor-
ture of the Tamil surrenderees and even their execution 
by the Sri Lankan armed forces. Ample evidence also 
exists of civilian locations being bombed and hospitals 
being shelled. 
 
Like Zimbabwe‘s Mugabe, Sri Lanka‘s Rajapakse gov-
ernment continues to reject international concerns - 
when the UN Secretary-General appointed a Panel of 
Experts to conduct an ‗inquiry into accountability‘, they 

were denied entry visas. The government even took to the 
streets, an act usually practiced by dissenters of the gov-
ernment. A protest led by Sri Lanka's own cabinet minis-
ter, Wimal Weerawansa (he even burned an effigy of Ban 
Ki Moon in the streets) brought the UN head office in Sri 
Lanka under siege, blocking UN workers from leaving and 
ultimately forcing the UN to close its office and withdraw 
its top envoy to Sri Lanka for fear of staff security. 
 
Similar to Zimbabwe‘s opposition leader Morgan Tsvangi-
rai, opposition parties in Sri Lanka too are voiceless. The 
current leader of the Opposition and former Army Com-
mander, Sarath Fonseka (who himself has been accused of 
war crimes) was arrested just hours after he announced he 
was prepared to give evidence at an international tribunal 
investigating the war, and since then has been publicly 
threatened with execution if maintained his stance that top 
government officials may have been involved in war 
crimes. He has since been sentenced to 30 months in pris-
on. 
 
The latest UNHCR report on Sri Lanka still claims that 
certain groups continue to be at grave risk including jour-
nalists, human rights activists and former Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam combatants, with allegations continuing to 
surface of their abuse in detention. Freedom of speech is 
an anomaly with even western publications being silenced 
- The Economist was impounded only days after it published 
an op-ed piece critical of the Rajapakse government. 
 
Similar to Mugabe, the Rajapakse regime too holds its grip 
on autocratic power. In September this year, the Sri 
Lankan government approved a change to the constitution 
which saw the scrapping of the two-term presidential limit 
and allowing of the president to appoint judges, police, 
election commissioners, and central bank officials. Known 
as the 18th Amendment, this dangerous change now 
strengthens President Rajapakse‘s increasingly tight grip on 
power and further politicises the island‘s police and the 
judiciary. 
 
Already, three of the president‘s brothers have been ap-
pointed by him into senior parliamentary and ministerial 
posts, including that of defence secretary. His son is part 
of the Parliament and other members of the extended 
family hold senior government positions, following elec-
tions that were wrought with corruption. The family also 
controls about 75 per cent of the country‘s finances. 

 

Cont... 

Dr Sam Pari- ABC– Unleashed –5 November 2010 
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http://www.visionofhumanity.org/gpi-data/#/2010/scor
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/05/08/sri-lanka-repeated-shelling-hospitals-evidence-war-crimes
http://www.amnestyusa.org/all-countries/sri-lanka/call-on-the-un-to-investigate-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka/page.do?id=1691063
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/sri-lanka/191-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-asia/sri-lanka/191-war-crimes-in-sri-lanka.aspx
http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/world/asia_pacific/execution%20video%20is%20this%20evidence%20of%20war%20crimes%20in%20sri%20lanka/3321087
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/05/20/sri-lanka-new-evidence-wartime-abuses
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/05/20/sri-lanka-new-evidence-wartime-abuses
http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/politics/international_politics/sri+lanka+option/3652687
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/asia/article6201379.ece
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/05/08/sri-lanka-repeated-shelling-hospitals-evidence-war-crimes
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65L4SW20100622
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jJCj9xD3BW-E_0CcPaMqh4tJvlOw
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10519247
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/07/07/sri.lanka.un.seige/?fbid=ArJ3LPMsKAG
http://australianetworknews.com/stories/201007/2948783.htm?desktop
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/feb/08/sarath-fonseka-arrested-coup-charge
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/hardtalk/8725899.stm
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/article/883091--sri-lanka-continues-attack-on-jailed-ex-general
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,,,,LKA,,4c31a5b82,0.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south+asia-10647108
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-11296903
http://www.economist.com/node/16992141?story_id=16992141
http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/editorial/president-for-life-20100912-156us.html
http://www.groundviews.org/wp-content/uploads/18th-Amendment-table.pdf
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/asiapac/stories/201009/s3007677.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/sam-pari-35262.html
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If  Zimbabwe, why not Sri Lanka?  Cont... 

The Asian Human Rights Commission has described 
this latest constitutional amendment as a change from 
a ―phantom democracy into a complete dictatorship‖. 
Former senior official with the United Nations in Sri 
Lanka, Gordon Weiss has stated that democracy in 
Sri Lanka has been dying for some time. The United 
States has openly condemned the amendment voicing 
its concern ―that this constitutional amendment 
weakens checks and balances and thus undermines 
the principles of constitutional democracy‖. 
 
So if Zimbabwe, why not Sri Lanka? 
 
In Australia, there is still a vigorous debate on the 
asylum seeker issue. Recently, there has been a signifi-
cant increase in those arriving from Sri Lanka and 
many of whom are found to be legitimate refugees 
fleeing in fear of persecution. This suggests that the 
root cause of the problem is in Sri Lanka and not 
Australia‘s policy. So, really, the blame for our deten-
tion centres being filled to maximum capacity and for 
the increase in asylum seeker claims is the Sri Lankan 
State itself. So, should we be playing cricket with a 
country which is responsible for so many people flee-
ing on boats towards us? Would we play cricket with 

the Burmese Junta or the Taliban in Afghanistan? 
 
Therefore, refusing to play against Sri Lanka will not only 
be an act of moral conviction, as it had been in the case 
of Zimbabwe, but in a nation where cricket is revered by 
its people, the defiant Sri Lankan government could also 
be pressured to uphold human rights by its own popula-
tion if country after country refuses to play cricket with 
its team. After all, it was an international boycott (not 
just of cricket) that brought the South African apartheid 
regime to its knees. 
 
So, as the Rajapakse government creeps steadily towards 
autocracy and the Tamil community, journalists and hu-
man rights activists on the island continue to be perse-
cuted, I can‘t help but think: If Zimbabwe, why not Sri 
Lanka? 
 
In any case, I sure hope Australia wins today. 
 
Dr Sam Pari was a panellist at the International Peace Research 
Association Conference 2010. She is the spokesperson of the Aus-
tralian Tamil Congress. 

 

Sri Lanka: Resettlement, reconciliation in limbo 

Sunday, November 7, 2010  By Lee Yu Kyung, Mannar , Green Left Weekly 

Sri Lankan soldiers question a Tamil woman. Photo by 

Lee Yu Kyung  

Men in uniform, mainly young soldiers holding AK 47 

rifles, are seen all around northern Sri Lanka , from Man-

nar in north-west to Mullaitivu, the last battlefield in the 

north-east. In Mullaitivu, there are said to be more sol-

diers than civilians. 

This is the situation in the largely Tamil north of the is-

land one-and-a-half-years after the end of the Sri Lankan 

Army‘s war against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 

(LTTE). Tens of thousands of Tamil civilians were killed 

by the SLA in the last months of the conflict. 

Before its defeat, the LTTE had waged an armed struggle 

for an independent state for Sri Lanka ‘s Tamil minority. 

Tamils have suffered systematic discrimination from the 

Sri Lankan state, which is dominated by the Sinhalese 

ethnic majority. 

At the Omanthai military check point in Vavuniya district, 

passengers are stopped to have their ID checked. Those 

travelling from Vavuniya town, only four-to-five kilometres 

away, will have already had their ID card checked three times. 

Those travelling to or from Jaffna — the capital of the 

Northern province — have their belongings searched. 

―Don‘t worry, [they‘re] just checking‖, one cheerful Tamil 

man told me during such a search, trying to comfort me in a 

bus heading for Jaffna . ―Peace has come. You can go every-

where.‖ 

However, ―everywhere‖ is not for ―everyone‖. At Omanthai 

checkpoint, foreigners are turned back if they don‘t have 

clearance from the defence ministry. I phoned the ministry 

beforehand and was told I would be allowed to travel by land. 

At the checkpoint, however, I was turned away for lack of a 

pass to show.  

More 
 

 

http://www.ahrchk.net/statements/mainfile.php/2010statements/2817/
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/asiapac/stories/201009/s3007677.htm
http://in.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-51430320100912
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/sam-pari-35262.html
http://www.greenleft.org.au/node/46034
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Tamil Guardian– Jan Jananayagam –23 November 2010 

There has been some convergence between Tamil 
and international demands for an independent inter-
national investigation into the events of 2009 in Sri 
Lanka. The international community now largely 
supports the view that the manner in which the last 
stages of the war in Sri Lanka were fought may con-
stitute crimes against humanity.  
The Office of War Crimes of the United States De-
partment of State, for example, states at the outset 
of its 2009 report on Sri Lanka that ―on further con-
gressional direction, [the report] focuses on reports 
of alleged conduct which may constitute violations 
of International Humanitarian law (IHL) and/or 
crimes against humanity occurring during a period 
of especially intensive fighting, from January 
through May 2009‖.   
The International Crisis Group report of 2010 says 
(p24): ―The government‘s alleged actions concerning 
the supply of food and medical care to civilians in-
cluding alleged attacks on humanitarian operations 
and hospitals deserves separate attention. They ... 
certainly raise the questions of whether individuals 
may also be responsible for Crimes Against Human-
ity.‖   
The People‘s Tribunal on Sri Lanka held in Dublin 
in January 2010 also made findings that crimes 
against humanity had taken place. It found that 
forced disappearances and violations committed in 
the camps holding internally displaced persons dur-
ing and after the war ―clearly constitute ‗crimes 
against humanity‘, as defined in the Rome Statute, 
Article 7‖  
While the international community alleges war 
crimes and crimes against humanity, the Tamil Dias-
pora largely alleges genocide. This isn‘t necessarily a 
contradiction.  
The difference centres on the parameters of any in-
vestigation of Sri Lanka‘s conduct: what are the alle-
gations to be investigated? Are they war crimes 
alone, or do they constitute a program of genocide?  
Diaspora organisations representing Tamil victims 
must involve themselves in the international efforts 
to investigate Sri Lanka‘s wartime conduct. More 
precisely, they need to advance the demand for in-
vestigations in more specific ways than international 
NGOs and governments are able to do on their 
own.  
In this context, it is worth reviewing the definitions 
of the alleged crimes:  
 
 

War Crimes  
A war crime is an individual violation of the laws applicable 
in armed conflict, also known as International Humanitarian 
Law (IHL). It may be an individual violation of the Geneva 
Conventions or it may fit any of the conduct outlined in the 
Rome Statute underpinning the International Criminal Court 
(ICC). Individual soldiers and commanders may be held ac-
countable for war crimes without necessarily implicating top 
military commanders or government officials.  
 
Crimes Against Humanity  
The Rome Statue of the ICC (2002) explains that ―murder; 
extermination; torture; rape, political, racial, or religious per-
secution and other inhumane acts reach the threshold of 
crimes against humanity only if they are part of a widespread 
or systematic practice. ... They are not isolated or sporadic 
events, but are part either of a government policy ... or of a 
wide practice of atrocities tolerated or condoned by a gov-
ernment or a de facto authority.‖ 
The focus is on widespread systematic practice arising out of 
government policy.  
The Rome Statue thus defines crimes against humanity as 
any of the following acts when committed as part of a wide-
spread or systematic attack directed against any civilian pop-
ulation, with knowledge of the attack:  

 (a) Murder;  

 (b) Extermination; 

 (c) Enslavement; 

 (d) Deportation or forcible transfer of population; 

 (e) Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physical 
liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international law; 

 (f) Torture; 

 (g) Rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced 
pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any other form of sexu-
al violence of comparable gravity; 

 (h) Persecution against any identifiable group or 
collectivity on political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, reli-
gious, gender ..., or other grounds that are universally recog-
nized as impermissible under international law, in connec-
tion with any act referred to in this paragraph or any crime 
within the jurisdiction of the Court; 

 (i) Enforced disappearance of persons; 

 (j) The crime of apartheid; 
 

 (k) Other inhumane acts of a similar character inten-
tionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to 
body or to mental or physical health.  

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/131025.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-asia/sri-lanka/191%20War%20Crimes%20in%20Sri%20Lanka.ashx
http://www.sangam.org/2010/01/Peoples_Tribunal_Report.pdf
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Genocide 
 
The definition of genocide focuses more on intent 
than on actions – in particular on the intent to de-
stroy a target group, in whole or in part. The UN 
Convention defines genocide as any of the following 
acts committed with the intent to destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious 
group:  

 (a) Killing members of the group; 

 (b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to 
members of the group; 

 (c) Deliberately inflicting on the group condi-
tions of life calculated to bring about its physical 
destruction in whole or in part;  

 (d) Imposing measures intended to prevent 
births within the group; 
(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to 
another group 
Alternative definitions of genocide exist, but the 
above is the essential one for the purposes of prose-
cution.   
The most intuitive definition of genocide is the orig-
inal one, given by Raphael Lemkin, who coined the 
term. He was quite clear:  
―Generally speaking, genocide does not necessarily 
mean the immediate destruction of a nation, except 
when accomplished by mass killings of all members 
of a nation. It is intended rather to signify a coordi-
nated plan of different actions aiming at the destruc-
tion of essential foundations of the life of national 
groups, with the aim of annihilating the groups 
themselves. The objectives of such a plan would be 
the disintegration of the political and social institu-
tions, of culture, language, national feelings, religion, 
and the economic existence of national groups, and 
the destruction of the personal security, liberty, 
health, dignity, and even the lives of the individuals 
belonging to such groups ...‖  
 
 

Parameters of investigation 

Both genocide and crimes against humanity are systematic 

and widespread acts. The difference lies in the intention be-

hind those acts. Unlike a finding of crimes against humanity, 

a finding of genocide requires that prosecutors establish that 

the perpetrators had the intention to destroy, in whole or in 

part, an ethnic, national or other target group. 

While an ICC prosecution is made difficult by the fact that 

Sri Lanka is not a signatory to this the Rome Statute. So 

prosecution will require a Security Council referral – the UN 

Convention on Genocide is binding on all its signatory 

countries, and it creates universal jurisdiction in those coun-

tries for the alleged genocide in Sri Lanka. 

The Genocide convention also imposes on its signatories a 

duty to prevent: so recognition of recent genocide could be 

an effective tool to argue for further preventive measures 

designed to prevent any continuing acts of genocide. 

It is time for Tamil victim groups to be very precise about 

exactly what allegations they believe should be investigated. 

It is no longer enough to call for ‗war crimes investigations‘ 

as these can also be limited to individual incidents. While 

litigation should be brought for individual cases of torture, 

executions and so on in each country where victims or per-

petrators (or their assets) can be located, the call for an inter-

national investigations needs to focus on the systematic na-

ture of the crimes, and on the intent – effectively an investi-

gation of genocide. 

Anything less would fail to capture the entire horror of what 

the Tamil people. 

 

 

 

 

 

The views expressed are those of the author and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of ATC 



In the past, only a fraction of Tamils have participated in politically active groups.  Today the need is for a united 
and concerted action.  We need to draw the silent majority and fresh blood into political awareness to convey the 
collective view of our community effectively.   
  
We have some major projects and we cannot succeed without membership numbers and the funds that can gener-
ate! We are aware that a strong membership base is paramount to have a viable platform to make an impact. We 
earnestly request your help at this critical time to join our efforts. Being member of ATC, you will be entitled to par-
ticipate in various ATC working groups and influence the direction.  

You can contribute in various ways to our long-, medium- and short-term activities in humanitarian, legal, political, 

community, and communication fronts. 

Please join us in our crusade for peace and justice by having your family and friends join ATC! 

Articles and feedback to the National Newsletter 

Please send us your views and creations to be included in our Newsletters to 

newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com 

Disclaimer : The views expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ATC 

Postal Address: 

P.O. BOX 22 COMO WA 6952 AUSTRALIA 

Tel: 1300 660 629  

Web: http://www.australiantamilcongress.com 

Vision 

―Australian Tamil Congress is formed in order to create a congress of our people, for our people 
and by our people based on the principles of justice and peace amongst ourselves, and to provide 
for a common voice in promoting our general welfare, prosperity, independence, equality, security 
and peace‖                            

Mission 

―The Australian Tamil Congress encourages the positive participation of Tamils in Australian 
society, highlights issues of importance to Tamils, upholds core Australian values and engages 
other communities, governments and organisations in addressing the socio-cultural and political 
concerns of Tamils. ‖                            

Objective 

―As part of an international Tamil human rights and political organization dedicated to generating 

change through ‗Collective Global Tamil‘ action to institute and educate people on Tamils‘ right 

to survival and self-determination, and to promote the safety, welfare, economic development of 

Tamils worldwide; and to teach the lessons of the Tamil Genocide in Sri Lanka for future genera-

tions. ‖ 

Australian Tamil Congress: On a Crusade for Peace and Justice 

Australian Tamil Congress 

mailto:newsletter@australiantamilcongress.com
http://www.australiantamilcongress.com

